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DIY Mother's Day Gift Ideas
Creative handmade presents to bestow on your mom this holiday

Mother’s Day is on May 12 this year — just around the corner! Don’t let the holiday pass without
expressing your appreciation to the mother figures in your life. Consider creating a do-it-yourself gift
that is sure to put a smile on any mom’s face. 

Garden markers

Garden markers make a great gift
for those with a green thumb who
just can’t keep plant names
straight. Amanda Wright with Wit &
Whistle explains how to make this
simple homemade craft. You’ll
need the following items available
at a local or online craft store:
polymer clay rolled into 1/4-inch
balls, rubber letter stamps, rolling
pin, butter knife and baking dish.
Roll each clay ball into a
breadstick-like 5.5-inch long coil.
Use the rolling pin to flatten the coil
to 1/4-inch thick. Next, use the
butter knife to slice off one end of
each coil. Press the stamps to spell
out plant and/or herb names on the
coil, then bake it according to the
clay package’s instructions.

Watercolor planter

Help your mother start spring off on a colorful note with a vibrant-hued flowerpot. Woman’s Day
magazine provides the simple instructions for this gift. Gather the following items: terracotta pot,
sponge paintbrush, wood skewer, nail polish, plastic bucket or tub, waterborne bonding primer and
aerosol water seal. Prime the exterior and inner lip of the pot with the primer paint and let it dry. Then
fill a bucket with lukewarm water (enough to fully submerge the pot). Pour 1/4 of the nail polish bottle
on the water’s surface, swirl it with the wood skewer, then dip the pot into the water at an angle.
Rotate it, so the polish coats the surface. Remove the pot and place it upside down on a safe surface
to dry. After the paint dries, coat the pot with aerosol water seal.

Honey hand balm

Whether your mom prefers the outdoors, indoors or a bit of both, she’s sure to appreciate the
hydration of a homemade hand salve. Hello Glow contributor Stephanie Pollard relays how to make
an 8-ounce portion of this nourishing balm. You’ll need the following ingredients and items:

1/4 cup coconut oil
1/4 cup almond oil
1/4 cup olive oil
5 tablespoons beeswax pastilles
1 tablespoon shea butter
1 1/2 tablespoons raw honey
Essential oils (of your choice)
8-ounce glass jar (or several small tins with lids)

In a microwave-safe bowl, combine all ingredients except the honey and essential oils. Microwave on
high in 30-second increments for 2 minutes, stirring between each time in the microwave, until the
mixture is completely liquefied. Next, whisk in 10-20 drops of essential oils and the raw honey.
Immediately pour the mixture into the glass jar to cool.

Photo coasters



These easy-made coasters are the perfect way to help your mom preserve special memories, as well
as preserving the surface of a favorite table. Gather the following products before starting on this craft,
featured on Heidi Miller’s The Frugal Girls blog: photos, Mod Podge (glossy or matte), foam brushes,
clear acrylic high-gloss coating spray and plain white ceramic tiles. Miller recommends spreading the
project out over a few days, since each coat of Mod Podge and sealer will need sufficient time to dry.
Trim the photos to fit the surface of the tiles. Adhere the backs of the photos to the tiles with Mod
Podge using a foam brush. Once dry, apply another coat to the front of the photo. Repeat with two
more layers of Mod Podge. Spray the tiles with acrylic sealer.

Try your hand at one or more of these nifty crafts to surprise your mom and any other female mentors
this Mother’s Day. It’s a great way to add a personal touch to your gift-giving.

Sioux Empire FCU • 605-367-7070 • https://www.siouxempirefcu.org/ 

Sioux Empire FCU Monthly Newsletter 



Sioux Empire FCU Monthly Newsletter 

How secure is your money?

We pride ourselves on implementing the best security practices available to keep your money safe
and secure. When it matters most, we are protecting your accounts. You can rest assured that your
money is in the right hands. 

Sioux Empire FCU • 605-367-7070 • https://www.siouxempirefcu.org/ 

Sioux Empire FCU Monthly Newsletter 



Sioux Empire FCU Monthly Newsletter 

Giving Notice: Don’t Leave Your Retirement Savings
Behind
Ensure your retirement savings travel with you to your next job

The process of leaving a job can be a stressful one. If you are on your way to a new job, you will
certainly have a lot on your mind. Unfortunately, one major need that you may overlook is what to do
with your retirement savings.

According to Spencer Williams of MarketWatch, approximately 33 percent of workers left savings
behind in their prior employer’s 401(k) plan when changing jobs. Doing so is a mistake for several
reasons, especially when there are better options for what to do with retirement savings during a job
transition.

Option #1: Stick with a previous
employer’s 401(k) provider

Williams says that the vast majority
of employees who leave their
retirement savings behind in a
previous employer’s 401(k) plan do
so out of complacency. Only 27
percent stated that they stuck with
a previous 401(k) option due to it
being more advantageous.

Kathleen Elkins of CNBC warns
that leaving retirement savings
behind in a previous 401(k) plan
can be extremely risky. Often,
former employees are no longer
able to contribute to the plan. If an
employer switches 401(k)
providers, former employees may
be unable to log in to access their
account.

Kate Ashford of CBS warns that some 401(k) plans are riddled with hidden fees. Workers who have
left a job may not be privy to any new fees that providers add to a 401(k) plan.

Option #2: Withdraw money from a 401(k) account

It might be tempting to simply withdraw the cash from a previous 401(k) account. Doing so could
potentially be even more damaging than leaving savings behind.

Withdrawing retirement savings from a 401(k) account triggers a 10 percent early withdraw penalty,
according to Emily Brandon of U.S. News. This is in addition to the income tax that will be applied to
the newly-withdrawn money.

Unfortunately, despite how risky this option is, it is not an uncommon one. Williams says that
approximately 31 percent of workers have withdrawn money from their 401(k) accounts prematurely.

Option #3: Transfer funds to a new employer’s 401(k) program

Ideally, you will have a new job lined up before you quit your current job, and that job might offer a
401(k) plan right off the bat. Many financial experts warn that this is the exception rather than the rule.

Brandon says that many employees encounter a waiting period before they can opt into the 401(k)
program at their new job. Michael J. Grossman of Investopedia says that employees should carefully
compare their previous 401(k) plan with the current one offered, regardless of when 401(k) entry is
first offered.

Brandon advises against having multiple 401(k) accounts at once. Instead, consolidate accounts to
keep your retirement savings more organized.



Option #4: Transfer savings to an IRA

The option that most employees choose during a job transition period is an Individual Retirement
Account. Arielle O’Shea of NerdWallet states that IRAs share many of the same benefits as traditional
401(k) programs.

There are two different kinds of IRAs generally offered: a traditional IRA and a Roth IRA. Traditional
IRA accounts do not incur initial taxes upon deposit, whereas with a Roth IRA, you will owe taxes on
the amount of money you roll over when you set up the account. Still, CNN states that Roth IRAs offer
more flexibility, especially for retirees.

Workers can roll over savings from an IRA to a new 401(k) account when it is available, yet many
workers stick with an IRA or Roth IRA until they are finally ready to retire, Elkins states.

When leaving one job for another, retirement savings are something that no one wants to leave
behind. With the various financial options available, you fortunately won’t have to.
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Savings vs. Investing Over Time
Learn more about what you can earn from each option

When you have enough money to cover your everyday expenses, you should consider saving money
for the future. You can choose to put this money in a secure savings account with your financial
institution or invest it in the market. There are risks and benefits of each that you should consider
before making your final choice.   

Savings

You might have had a savings
account at your preferred lending
institution since you were a child, or
maybe you currently do business
with one you chose yourself. Either
way, this institution has dedicated
savings accounts that are prefect
for storing money and earning
interest. Between investing and
saving, the latter is the safer
option.

If you don’t have enough money to
cover your living expenses for up to
six months, Joshua Kennon of The
Balance says that you should only
be considering savings. An
emergency fund is essential for
staying on your feet if you were to
have a sudden illness or lose your
job. He also points out that not
living paycheck to paycheck will help alleviate pressure and stress in your life.

Beyond an emergency fund, you should not invest any cash you’ll need within five years, according to
Alice Holbrook of NerdWallet. A savings account is a great place to hold money for big purchases,
such as your next car or the down payment on a house. It will be much more accessible there than if
you have it tied up in investments.

Investing

Investing your money can be thrilling, and there is a lot of potential to grow your money this way.
Lauren Welch of Investopedia points out that the main difference between savings and investing is
risk. Your money can only stay the same or grow in a savings account; but in investments, there is a
very real risk that you might lose money. Yet, if you or your advisor make the right choices, you could
increase your funds much faster than at a financial institution.

Investing is a long-term strategy for managing your money, Welch says. She adds that most financial
goals for investments are things like college and retirement that have several years, if not decades, to
grow and weather the storm of changing economic times. If you add money to your work 401(k) or a
state 529 account, you’re already investing in the market.

Before you move to invest your extra cash, Holbrook cautions that you should make sure that you
have any high-interest debt paid off first. Mortgages and student loans usually have low enough
interest rates that your earnings from investing will make it worth your while to keep making minimum
payments. Credit card debt, on the other hand, can have an interest rate as high as 20 percent. It will
quickly eat up anything you hope to earn from putting your money in the market.

Make sure to look over all of your accounts to see where you might need your money next before you
make a final choice. If you’re not sure which route to take, talk to a financial advisor.
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Tips for Outdoor Entertaining
Providing the perfect venue for a fun party

Springtime — with its warmer temperatures — has a way of bringing family and friends together.
Before you send out that event invite on Facebook or text your friends about a big gathering at your
place, have a plan ready to turn your humble abode into the perfect place for entertaining.

Ready the yard

The surest way to ensure a
less-than-ideal outdoor gathering is
having a yard that’s in disarray.
You will want to mow your yard
about two days prior to your
gathering and be sure to collect as
much of the grass clippings as you
can. While you’re at it, check your
yard for any hazards like sharp
rocks or broken glass, and make
sure that any toys or tools are
safely stored. If you have any pets,
you’ll want to take the opportunity
to clean up after them so as to
avoid any messes on the bottoms
of guests’ shoes.

Decorate your outdoor setting

Whether your house includes an
enclosed porch or deck, dressing it
up will enhance your gathering’s mood. Place fresh flowers on your table and move potted plants onto
your deck to bring spring closer to your guests. You’ll also want to make sure that you have sufficient
seating, so if you haven’t had the opportunity to purchase lawn chairs, you’ll want to move indoor
chairs outside. If your gathering will extend into the evening, consider outdoor-safe string lights, solar
lighting or candles as a means to keep the party alight after the sun goes down.

Kick mosquitoes out

They may not be anywhere on the guest list, but mosquitoes always find a way to invite themselves to
outdoor gatherings. Plugging in some box fans around your deck will discourage these pests from
flying around your guests too much. Invest in eucalyptus and citronella candles, which both repel
mosquitoes and add to the ambience of your party. As a preventative measure, remove any isolated
rainwater from your yard before your party; stilted water is breeding grounds for mosquitoes, not to
mention unsightly in general.

Dish out the food

The highlight of most any springtime get-together, aside from the camaraderie, will be the food and
drink. So that you can be sure that all of your guests are able to take part, check ahead of time to see
if anyone has any particular dietary needs or food allergies. If you want to take some of the
preparation off your hands, open it up so that your guests will bring their own dishes, snacks, desserts
and drinks. You’ll also want to make sure that you have plenty of disposable silverware, plates and
napkins as well as convenient places for guests to place their trash and recyclables. 

If you plan on hosting a springtime get together, take the steps necessary to ensure that your home is
adequately inviting. If all goes well, your gathering may become a new annual staple that your friends
and family can all look forward to.
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