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Fall into Savings

Fall into savings this Fall season. Now that Fall has arrived come visit your credit union to see what
great product and services we offer. Start your season off with a new car or may be a little extra cash
in your pockets. Call, click, or stop by today to speak to one of our friendly Member Service
Representatives to see what we have to fit your needs. 
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Where to Buy Your Used Vehicle
Options for buying a new-to-you car

Purchasing a pre-owned vehicle offers cost-effective benefits such as a lower purchase price, less
depreciation, minimized monthly payments and reduced insurance premiums. Since today’s cars,
trucks and SUVs are engineered to last longer, you should feel more confident with the prospect of
purchasing a second-hand vehicle. What will provide more peace of mind is getting your used vehicle
from the right place or person.  

Dealership

While most car dealerships
primarily focus on offering the
latest lineup from a particular brand
or automaker, they’re also liable to
have used vehicles for sale. Some
dealerships only focus on selling
used cars, allowing them to offer a
most expansive range of vehicles,
ranging from economy cars to
luxury vehicles. If you buy a vehicle
at a dealership, you can assume
that it has been inspected by a
member of the service team, but
you want to have it independently
evaluated by a trusted mechanic.

If a vehicle falls within a certified
pre-owned program, it will have
undergone a stringent multipoint
inspection by automotive
professionals and will include a
vehicle history report. To qualify as a certified pre-owned, a vehicle typically must have been released
within the last five years and have low mileage, potentially making it a more reliable option. According
to U.S. News & World Report’s John M. Vincent, CPO vehicles also tend to be offered with warranty
coverage, be it the remainder of an original manufacturer warranty or an extended warranty offered
by the dealership or manufacturer.

Online auto retailer

If you prefer to shop online, NerdWallet writer Philip Reed suggests sites such as CarMax and
Autotrader, which are considered great resources for pinpointing a used car.

The online auto retailer CarMax is a comprehensive source to conduct research as well as purchase
your next vehicle. It allows you to search through an extensive inventory of cars that are free from
frame and flood damage and come with a safety recall report and free vehicle history. If you purchase
a vehicle through CarMax, you’ll also benefit from limited warranty coverage and a five-day
money-back guarantee. CarMax promises a no-haggle sales environment and offers financing
options.

Autotrader gathers cars from approximately 250,000 individual sellers and 40,000 dealers. Since the
site requires a fee to list a car, Reed notes that it’s better at keeping scammers and shady characters
out. Autotrader offers tips on how to buy and sell a car and shares reviews, vehicle history reports and
safety details. You can apply for financing and buy insurance as well as warranty programs through
Autotrader.

Private seller

Cost is a significant attraction of purchasing a used car from a private seller: Kelley Blue Book Senior
Analyst Karl Brauer tells U.S. News & World Report writer Charles Krome that pricing is typically lower
when buying from an individual because there are no added overhead costs. In most cases, a seller is
just trying to get market value for a vehicle, which eliminates much of the markup you’d get elsewhere.
Buying from a private seller can be troublesome because you’ll need to have the vehicle inspected by



Buying from a private seller can be troublesome because you’ll need to have the vehicle inspected by
a trusted mechanic and it poses the issue of safety that comes with meeting an individual you don’t
know.

Whether you choose to purchase a used car from a dealership, online auto retailer or a private seller,
it’s important to do your research, have the vehicle vetted by a mechanic and review its history as
thoroughly as possible before you sign on the dotted line.
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The Impact of Depreciation on Your Car Loan
Avoid the dangerous impact of depreciation on your car loan

There’s a common saying that a new vehicle loses value the second it leaves the dealership lot. It’s
not terribly far from the truth: According to Edmunds, the average $30,000 sedan depreciates nearly
$6,000 in its first year of ownership and loses more than half of its original value by the fourth year.
Depreciation makes trying to resell your vehicle down the line a dicey proposition, and it can also have
a severe impact on your auto loan.

Definition of depreciation

Depreciation is different for every
vehicle, but it tends to start with a
large initial drop followed by a
longer, slower decline. For this
reason, CarsDirect points out that
unless you somehow purchase a
vehicle for far below market value,
your new vehicle is going to be
worth significantly less than you
paid for it shortly after you began
driving it. Depreciation can be
influenced by factors like supply
and market demand, too. If you
purchase a rare or limited-edition
vehicle, for example, you may
actually be able to resell it down
the line at a profit if there are
enough interested buyers in the
market.

Turning upside down

Since depreciation occurs quickly at first, driving a vehicle for a few years and selling it at market value
could result in becoming “upside down” on the car loan. Because you pay a fixed rate on your auto
loan every month that is likely quote lower than initial depreciation, you are liable to owe more than
the vehicle is worth if you decided to sell it. Because the amount owed on the loan is now greater
than the value of the asset, you would be forced to pay the difference out of pocket, which would
create significant financial strain if you plan to make a down payment on a new vehicle.

Methods of avoiding the flip

In order to keep from being upside down on your auto loan, NADA Guides recommends paying for 20
percent of a vehicle’s price tag as a down payment. By doing so, you won’t have to borrow as much
from a financial institution, will pay less in interest over the life of the loan and will likely have lower
monthly payments. It will also help safeguard you against turning upside down by nearly or completely
offsetting the effects of depreciation in the first year.

Kelley Blue Book also recommends considering a used or certified pre-owned vehicle. You could
potentially purchase a year-old vehicle that’s gently used and features many of the same advanced
features as the current version for only 80 percent of the price. With a large brunt of the depreciation
already paid for by the original owner, you’ll stand a better chance of staying above water on your loan
and have a better chance of breaking even or close to it if you should decide to sell it later down the
line.

It’s practically a certainty that a vehicle will lose a significant chunk of its value in the first five years of
ownership. Going upside down on your auto loan does not have to be so certain. By making a larger
down payment or considering a pre-owned vehicle instead, you will be in a better position to stay
afloat.
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How to Carve the Perfect Pumpkin
Strategies for styling your pumpkin like a pro

With a little knowledge about pumpkin preservation and design, it’s easy to create a spectacularly
carved gourd this Halloween.

Choose the right pumpkin

The first step to caving the perfect
pumpkin is to pick the right squash.
Per Good Housekeeping
contributor Liz Borod, pick one that
is fresh with a sturdy stem and has
no bruises. Any soft spots or
bruises usually indicate that the
pumpkin has started to rot. Make
sure it also has a flat underside to
keep it from rolling around when
you carve it.

Pick a style

Next, decide on a style for the
gourd. There are three main types
of designs, as Pumpkin King
Creations owner and master carver
Ryan Lisson shared with MPR
News contributor Cassidy Kiek.

Jack-o’-lantern: It’s a simple, hollowed-out design that usually has a face or symbol carved on
the exterior
3D face sculpture: Like its name implies, this style involves slicing a multi-dimensional face on
the pumpkin; make sure to pick a heavy pumpkin for this style to ensure a stable work surface
for your carving.
Surface carving: This style involves chiseling off only the outermost layer of the pumpkin to
reveal the pale pulp beneath.

Per Lisson, the first two styles will last about a week before the pumpkin starts to rot since they involve
deeper cuts. Surface carving is a great choice if you want a longer-lasting pumpkin because they can
go about a month before rotting.  

Trace a design

To make a more complex creation, it’s a good idea to print or draw the design on paper first, as
Organic Authority contributor Jessica Reeder advises. For a more basic style, draw the pattern directly
onto the pumpkin with a water-based or dry erase marker.

Select the right tools

Per Lisson, the best tool to use is usually the small, serrated saw that comes in a pumpkin carving kit.
For more intricate 3D styles, clay sculpting tools will serve you well. You can also use an X-ACTO®
knife if you have one on hand.

Light the lantern

For jack-o’-lantern designs, you’ll want to choose a safe way to illuminate the pumpkin’s interior. The
Country Living team suggests using a votive candle inside a glass dish and filling it with water to help
protect your masterpiece from the flames. You can also use a string of Christmas lights as a safer
lighting method.

Preserve the pumpkin

Although carved pumpkins tend to have only a few weeks’ shelf life at best, there are a few things you
can do to help preserve your squash. Lisson suggests keeping the stem intact, regardless of what



design you choose. The stem will provide nutrients to the pumpkin to help slow the rotting process.
You can also spray the pumpkin with a lemon juice and water solution, then cover it with a plastic bag
during the day. Lisson also recommends storing the pumpkin in your garage or basement, particularly
on chilly fall nights.

Master the art of the jack-o’-lantern this season, or try your hand at a 3D or surface design, by
applying these practical steps to your next pumpkin-carving session. Just don’t be surprised if your
neighbors and friends start asking you for design tips.
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3 Fall Date Ideas
Fall for these autumn-inspired date ideas

If you are the romantic type, any season is an opportunity to show your special someone how much
they mean to you. Fall is a particularly lovely time of year to head out for a memorable evening; the
crisp, cool air and the vibrant colors of changing leaves make for an ideal romantic setting. If you’re
seeking inspiration for the season, these date ideas should work like a charm.

Classic fall activities

Visiting pumpkin patches, going on
hayrides and traipsing through corn
mazes are likely among the many
fond memories you’ll carry with you
from autumns in your childhood.
These nostalgic activities are also
prime fodder for a romantic outing
with your partner. There isn’t a
much better way to spend a cool
autumn day than by enjoying a
fresh cup of hot apple cider from
your local orchard or picking out a
plump pumpkin at a nearby patch.
You can carry the day’s enjoyment
into the evening by preparing a
meal using fresh produce procured
during your trip and following up
dinner with some old-fashioned
pumpkin carving.

There’s the old chestnut of taking
your date out to a scary movie on the chance that they’ll cuddle up close with you. For a more
interactive take on that classic approach, Woman’s Day writers Jessica Leigh Mattern and Katina
Beniaris recommend checking your local listings for activities of a more frightening nature. Haunted
attractions and ghost tours are a booming industry, so you’re liable to find something nearby that will
satisfy your craving for creepiness. If not, you can always pick up a classic monster movie at your local
library and enjoy it together on the couch.  

Get a bit of exercise

The pleasant autumn weather is an ideal atmosphere for heading out into the wilderness, and it’s
especially agreeable if you like hiking or biking. Seek out a scenic path or trail system nearby, and
pack a picnic basket with all the accoutrements. While you’re at it, make sure you have all the
appropriate gear for an afternoon’s travels, including bug spray, flashlights and a travel charger for
your phone. Break for lunch when you find a picture-perfect spot.

Camp out under the stars

Heading out for an evening under the stars is one of the single most romantic things you can do
during the autumn. Whether you are venturing out to a state park or setting up a tent in your backyard,
camping out in the autumn is a perfect opportunity for quiet conversation and reflection, allowing you
and your significant other to take time out of your hectic schedules to slow things down a bit. If you
want to stargaze, you could surprise your significant other with a new telescope, or you could go the
more frugal route and download an app on your smartphone that helps you spot constellations.

There aren’t many wrong ways to celebrate your love and appreciation for the person who makes you
feel more complete. If you both have a fondness for fall, whether it’s gazing at foliage or braving the
narrow corridors of a haunted house, make sure you take full advantage of the season while it’s still
around.
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