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Is it Safe to Save Your Credit Card Info Online?
Tips for protecting your information against identity thieves

If you are a frequent online shopper, having your favorite retailers store your credit card information
seems like it might make sense. Having your information at the ready helps you avoid having to input
your data every time you start the checkout process, but is it trustworthy? Putting your credit card
information in someone else’s hands opens you up to a greater risk for identity theft, which begs the
question of whether it’s safe to store your information anywhere other than in your pocket.

Safety before convenience

Despite the security measures a
website takes and its reassurances
that your information will be safe,
NerdWallet’s Lindsay Konsko notes
that any information put on the
internet is not safe from the
intentions of others. Even with
extensive security measures, online
retailers are increasingly
susceptible to data breaches that
can put your credit card information
out in the wind.

Though saving your information on
a website for easier checkout might
seem like it benefits you first and
foremost, Konsko notes that it’s
actually of greater benefit to the
retailer because it incentivizes
multiple visits and purchases. Not storing your credit information on a retailer’s website might mean
that you need to take a little extra time before pulling the trigger on a purchase, which might actually
help you ward off impulse purchases.

How to safeguard your info

Not storing your credit card information is a crucial safeguard you can implement when shopping
online, but it’s not the only thing you can do to help protect yourself from hackers. According to The
Balance’s Latoya Irby, you should patronize only trustworthy sites and shun clickbait. This should
include not clicking on links in emails — especially unsolicited emails from retailers you don’t
recognize or for whose mailing lists you don’t recall signing up. If an email offer seems appealing, you
should instead type the URL directly into your browser.

When selecting which card to use to pay for your purchases, it’s better to use a credit card than a debit
card, according to Matt Schulz, U.S. News & World Report contributor and senior industry analyst at
CreditCards.com. This is because credit cards do not provide a direct line to your actual money,
unlike debit cards, making it less likely that you would be unable to pay a necessary bill if your identity
should be stolen.

According to Irby, it’s best to refrain from making online purchases from a network that supports public
computers due to the visibility of your data. You should always avoid inputting vital data over an
unsecured Wi-Fi network, and you should also refrain from making purchases using public Wi-Fi like
that you’d find in a coffee shop.

If you’re shopping somewhere you haven’t before, Irby recommends researching the site by checking
Consumer Reports or the Better Business Bureau for stats on the retailer. It’s also imperative that you
keep your computer protected with anti-spyware and anti-virus software programs. When shopping,
always ensure that the website you are using is secure. This is typically indicated by a green lock icon
found in the URL bar.

Saving your credit card information online might seem like a convenient, time-saving option, but it’s
more likely to lead to the bigger headache of having your information stolen. Be smart with your credit
card and personal data and always be cautious when shopping online.
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Using CDs for Your Savings
The advantages and drawbacks of putting your money in a
certificate of deposit

From savings accounts and money market accounts to stuffing cash into a jar in the cabinet or
beneath the mattress, there are a wide variety of ways to save your money. These options offer
varying advantages and drawbacks, but what they all have in common is the idea that you can
withdraw your money as soon as you wish. If you have funds that you want to squirrel away without
the temptation to dip into them, consider putting the money into a certificate of deposit.

What is a certificate of deposit? 

According to NerdWallet’s Tony
Armstrong, a CD is a kind of
savings account that typically offers
a fixed interest rate and fixed
maturity date. Insured by the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.
for up to $250,000, CDs are
considered extremely low-risk
savings alternatives. The
advantage to leaving the money in
your CD for a full term, which
Armstrong says typically ranges
from three months to five years, is
that it will accrue interest over that
period, offering a significant return
on your investment.

Saundra Latham, contributor at
The Simple Dollar, writes various
different types of CDs are worth considering. A traditional CD is the most common variety and offers
fixed interest rates, but if you prefer a bit more risk you can also opt for a variable-rate CD which will
adjust to the market rate. There is also a bump-up CD, which allows you to opt into a higher interest
rate if one becomes available during your term. If you have a larger amount of money to put away —
think six figures or more — a jumbo CD pays out a higher interest rate than the traditional option.

When a CD won’t work

A CD requires the full term to pass before you can withdraw funds (without paying an exorbitant fee),
so it might not be a sound option if it is your only means of savings. CDs are attractive because they
tend to offer higher interest rates than savings and money market accounts, but they don’t offer the
same flexibility when it comes to making sporadic withdraws for emergency situations. Margarette
Burnette of NerdWallet suggests a high-yield savings account might be a preferable alternative if you
aren’t positive you could go for a fixed term without the money.

A CD also might not be your investment of choice if you want a higher risk-reward proposition. CDs
are generally safe additions to your portfolio if you want something reliable to fall back on, but if you
prefer more aggressive investments with potentially bigger payouts, CDs likely aren’t going to be the
focal point of your financial strategy.

How to maximize your CDs

The “laddering” technique is a common approach to getting the most out of a CD. The Wall Street
Journal’s how-to guide on CDs puts it as such: “Let’s say you want to invest $15,000. By laddering,
you would invest $5,000 in a one-year CD, $5,000 in a two-year CD and $5,000 in a three-year CD.
Then, each time one of the three CDs matures, you would either take the cash or re-invest it in
another three-year CD to keep your ladder in place.”

This strategy enables you to continually collect interest and opt into higher interest rates if they are
available at the close of a term. If you keep this method going continuously, you will allow yourself the
option of having a chunk of your CD savings at your disposal every year. This way, you can decide



whether you need the money for an emergency or investment opportunity while the other CDs in your
portfolio continue to accrue interest.

Investing in CDs is a safe, solid financial decision if you have the patience to bear it out. To determine
whether a CD is right for you, talk to your financial advisor to learn more about the risks and rewards.
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How to Get Your Kids Involved in Cleaning the
House
Make cleaning the house a family affair

Cleaning the house is a necessary endeavor that’s not without its rewards. A clean home means less
germs and clutter, which means less time spent under the weather and fewer occurrences of stepping
on your children’s toys. Unless you have a particular affinity for tidying up, cleaning the household
isn’t the most fun activity — but it can be if you know how to approach it.   

Many hands make light work, which means you can spend less time cleaning by dividing and
conquering tasks as a family. Having your kids help with the chores teaches them discipline and
teaches them the importance of maintaining an organized household. By using these tips and tricks,
you can get your kids on board with the idea of pitching in when it comes time to tidying up.

Set the mood

Nothing gets toes tapping and
muscles moving like music. Create
a soundtrack specifically for
housecleaning that will encourage
your kids to get involved. Fatherly’s
Patrick A. Coleman recommends
trying different kinds of music to
see what works. Some kids might
respond better to contemporary
pop hits than they would children’s
music, and you can always pop on
the music from the movie,
television show or video game that
they are currently interested in.

Temper your expectations

You hold yourself and your spouse
to a certain standard of cleanliness,
but if you want to get your children in on the task at hand you will need to learn to expect from them
only what they are able to do. Patiently teach them how to perform given chores that most closely
match their abilities and skill levels. Younger children shouldn’t be handling cleaning products or
sharp objects, but they’re perfectly capable of putting away toys and folding cloths.

You will also want to be very clear in your instructions to avoid having to explain yourself multiple
times, which can feel to a child like micromanaging and can discourage them from completing their
task. To pull this off, Parents magazine recommends that you specify exactly what you want done.
Rather than tell your child to clean their room, tell them what tasks need to be done to get their room
sufficiently clean. If necessary, providing a simple checklist can help ensure that your expectations are
met.

Practice a tidy philosophy

A great way to get your kids involved in the process of keeping the house clean is by teaching them
the importance of cleaning as they go. While this can include learning where to put their dishes after
dinner or their trash after an afternoon snack, your best bet is to instill in them the importance of
putting away toys before getting out new ones. This enforces the idea of keeping a play area clean
even as it’s being used, which prevents the area surrounding a toy chest from resembling a disaster
area.

Incentivize 

A great way to get your kids involved with cleaning is to provide encouragement for a job well-done.
Whether it’s play time, a special dinner or dessert, a trip to the ice cream shop or even a big hug,
reinforcing your child’s good behavior will help ensure that it becomes less of a struggle over time to
get your children to join in on chores. For older kids, you can implement the same approach by



offering time on electronic devices or allowing them to go out with their friends if they finish their
chores. While you won’t want to rely on this to the extent that your kids will expect something every
time they pitch in, you can use incentives to your advantage to motivate listless little ones.

If you make cleaning a fun and rewarding family activity, your kids will become awesome helpers and
your house will shine in no time.
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Tips for Buying the Best Grill
Once you determine your needs, finding the perfect grill is easy

Few activities embody the spirit of the summer better than grilling on a warm day. It’s difficult to match
the taste of steak, ribs or other barbecue staples when they’ve been prepared by a master griller. Of
course, an expert chef is nothing without their weapon (or rather, grill) of choice. If you’re in the
market for a new grill, here are some useful tips that will help you find the best one for your needs.

Determine the type of grill you
want

One of the most important things to
consider when searching for your
ideal grill is the type you would like
to use. There are several different
was to grill and the flavor of the
food you prepare can be drastically
altered by the kind of grill you use.
One of the most common types of
grills is a gas option, which often
utilizes propane for fuel. For a
smokier flavor, opt for a charcoal
grill. Even more traditional than
charcoal is a pellet grill, which
derives its fuel from burning wood
pellets. On the other hand, many
apartment-dwellers choose the
convenience of an electric grill.

Sort through grill sizes

Size is another factor to consider when selecting a grill. A small grill is inexpensive and will suit your
needs if you don’t grill very often. If you’re planning on grilling regularly and in bigger quantities, you’ll
likely need a larger, high-end grill. Many of these larger grills have plenty of space where you can store
your supplies like trays, brushes, skewers and various spices. Do be prepared for a bigger financial
investment, though, as many of these more upscale grills can cost thousands of dollars.

Look for universal grilling features

Despite the many sizes of grills available, there are a set of universal features than any good grill
should come with. If a grill you are considering lacks any of these features, it might be time to consider
a newer model. Charcoal grills should all have a sturdy bottom grate for holding charcoal as well as a
tight-fitting lid. Gas grills should provide a safe and roomy space where fuel can be stored along with
an intuitive system of knobs and buttons to activate the grilling process. All grills, no matter which type
you buy, should provide you with a way to quickly and efficiently clean them. After all, nobody wants
old food residue sticking to their grill.

Find a grill that complements your reason for grilling

One final factor that will help determine what grill is best for you is understanding your reason for
grilling. Depending on what motivates you, the type of grill you choose can certainly change. If you are
planning to prepare food for just your family, a small, stationary grill will likely do. If multiple summer
parties are in your future, it may be best to go with an aesthetically pleasing, larger grill. Some grills
come with brushed aluminum, stainless steel or cast iron exteriors, so you can choose what works
best with your outdoor look. If you have any road trips planned, it might be best to choose a portable
grill. These can come in various sizes and varieties similar to larger grills, so you’ll simply have to find
the one that matches your taste and needs.

Once you purchase the perfect grill, you can embark on your journey to become a grilling master.
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