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Vehicle Profile: 2018 Nissan Kicks
Sporty, intelligent Nissan Kicks starts a new legacy off on the right
foot

The first-ever Nissan Kicks exudes a distinct look-at-me attitude that commands attention and drips
curb appeal. With a wealth of cutting-edge safety and entertainment technologies, the Kicks is a
modern crossover that suits the needs of individuals and families alike.

Safety technology

Safety is likely at the top of your list
of needs, and the 2018 Nissan
Kicks delivers with an abundance
of standard driver-assist
technology from the jump. Every
Kicks comes standard with
Automatic Emergency Braking,
which monitors the vehicle ahead
of you and applies the brakes if a
sudden stop or slowdown occurs,
to help mitigate or altogether avoid
a collision.

The further up the range you go,
more advanced safety technology
becomes available. The Kicks SV
adds Blind Spot Warning and Rear
Cross Traffic Alert, which acts like
an extra set of eyes in the areas
where it’s most difficult to see. The Kicks SR adds Intelligent AroundView® Monitor, which delivers a
complete 360-degree view of your vehicle by pulling images from four strategically placed cameras.

Design

Though it is a compact crossover, the thoughtfully proportioned Nissan Kicks is actually quite
spacious inside. Front row legroom totals 43.7 inches and front headroom totals 40.7 inches — more
than the 2018 Kia Soul, 2018 Ford EcoSport and 2018 Toyota C-HR.* The Kicks also puts the boots
to the competition when it comes to storage capacity, offering 25.3 cubic feet behind the second row.*
Small in size though it may be, the 2018 Nissan Kicks is truly a giant in its segment.

Inside and out, the Nissan Kicks is a distinctive vehicle that makes bold first impressions on
passengers and passersby alike. These traits are enhanced even further with Kicks Color Studio®,
which offers a wide array of accents and finishers to make your Kicks stand out even more. With the
2018 Nissan Kicks, you’re able to drive a vehicle that’s every bit the individual that you are.

With advanced technologies and a striking appearance, the 2018 Nissan Kicks is an exceptional
addition to Nissan’s formidable utility vehicle lineup.

*Comparison based on 2018 Kicks vs. 2018 Kia Soul, 2018 Ford EcoSport, and 2018 Toyota C-HR.
Base models compared. Based on manufacturers' websites. 
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Vehicle Details: 2018 Nissan Maxima Design
Take a closer look at one of the original four-door sports cars

As one of the original four-door sports cars, the Nissan Maxima’s design has always been a large
piece of what makes it so unique. Not only does it stand out in the crowd, but it delivers a pleasing
and sumptuous aesthetic that creates a sense of excitement every time you get behind the steering
wheel.  

Exterior

The design experts at Nissan
provided the Maxima with its
dramatic floating roof design and
sculpted shape to catch your
attention when you walk by.
Blacked-out pillars blend into the
greenhouse’s tinted glass, making
the roof appear as if it’s hovering
over the cabin and giving the
Maxima the sense of defying
gravity itself. From front to rear, the
Maxima boasts flowing lines that
make it look much more dramatic
than any other large sedan on the
market. Its low, poised profile not
only makes it look more
aggressive, but it provides a lower
center of gravity and enhances
overall aerodynamics to inform the
Maxima’s impressive performance. 

Interior

The 2018 Nissan Maxima looks every bit as elevated on the inside as it does on the outside. Its cabin
makes you feel like the center of attention when you’re behind the wheel thanks to its intuitive center
console, which is slightly oriented closer to the driver’s seat to help improve visibility and accessibility.
To make controlling the information on the touch screen more intuitive, the Display Commander dial
by the ergonomic gear shifter lets you interact with your car’s features without looking away from the
road. An available dual-panel panoramic moonroof brings in natural light and lets you and your
passengers see more of the world around you while relaxing in optional leather seats.

The 2018 Nissan Maxima delivers several different looks in one handsome package. It’s equal parts
luxurious and sporty, and its strong sense of identity makes it utterly unlike any other sedan in its
class.
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Car Care: Maintaining a Clean Interior
Keep your car interior looking and feeling as good as new

With all the time you spend inside your car, it’s not much of a surprise that it seems to get dirty so
quickly. You might be the type to let stray leaves and mud streaks or dusty dashboards sit for a while,
but these simple car care tips make it easier to keep your vehicle tidy more consistently.

Seats 

According to Arto Baltayan from
the website Money Crashers, the
three main types of material used
for car seats are vinyl, leather and
cloth. After you vacuum the dirt out
of your vehicle, the cleaning
process will vary depending on
which of these three materials is
utilized. For vinyl, you’ll want to
use soft cleaning tools like
sponges or rags. If you want to
keep it simple, you can stick with
distilled water with mild dish soap,
or you can opt for baking soda for
stains and spots that are harder to
clean.

Leather seats are a bit more
complicated and time-consuming,
requiring the application of leather
cleaner first and then leather
conditioner after it’s dry to keep the material clean and supple. Multipurpose upholstery cleaner works
well on cloth seats, though specialized stain remover might be necessary for strong stains. Afterward,
to prevent your car from smelling like wet cloth, sprinkle some baking soda on the seats to absorb the
odor and vacuum it up for a fresh car smell.

Whatever your upholstery, cleaning the seats periodically will not only help keep your vehicle looking
fresher, but it will go a long way toward preventing and eliminating unwanted odors.

Windows 

Glass cleaner and microfiber cloth is the most effective combination for cleaning glass surfaces. To
reduce the amount of streaking on your windows, spray the cleaner on the cloth instead of on the
glass itself. If you are dealing with streaks and can’t tell if it’s on the interior or exterior surface of the
glass, Baltayan recommends wiping the exterior surface horizontally while wiping the interior surface
vertically to make it more discernible.  

Front panel

As Baltayan points out, the front panel is the area we see the most in a vehicle, and it also tends to be
the dustiest. Cleaning the dashboard is made simple by using a vacuum first to get all the dust before
applying a cleaning product over the entire surface. To reach the tightest spots on your console, wrap
a thin cloth around the tip of a flat-head screwdriver and use it to clean the finer details. For the air
vents, use a brush with long, soft bristles to remove dust and grime.



vents, use a brush with long, soft bristles to remove dust and grime.

Floor

Baltayan suggests that it’s a good idea to save the carpet and floor mats for last after you’ve cleaned
everything else. Remove the floor mats and shake them vigorously outside the car to get the dust off.
Vacuum the mats first, and then wash them out using a garden hose. As you set them out to air-dry,
vacuum the carpet, being mindful of the crevices and areas around the seats. To wash the carpet, a
steam cleaning machine is the best option, though foam carpet cleaning products will get the job
done as well. Simply spray the product onto the carpet and brush it in without getting the carpet too
wet to avoid mold or mildew.

Detailing the interior of your vehicle should be done every six to eight months for maximum effect. By
investing some time and effort into your vehicle once or twice every year, your car interior can
maintain that new-car look and feel for years after it initially rolls out of a dealership lot.  
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5 Plants to Consider for Your Fall Cutting Garden
Enjoy homegrown, brilliant bouquets this autumn 

For much of the United States, autumn usually means a transition into chillier temperatures. However,
you can still extend the growth season for parts of your garden by investing in one or more of these
autumnal-blooming plants. 

Dahlias 

If you want large flower heads to fill
your dinner table vase, Fine
Gardening contributor Suzanne
McIntire recommends dahlias.

Sometimes referred to as “the
peonies of fall,” dahlias bloom from
summer until the first frost.
According to Mary Dyer with
GardeningKnowHow.com, this
plant classifies as a tender
perennial. This means that it is a
perennial only if you live in a U.S.
Department of Agriculture plant
hardiness zone 8 or higher. If you
happen to live in a hardiness zone
7 or below, you can either grow
dahlias as annuals or dig up the tubers and store them in your basement or garage until spring.

Japanese anemone

If you live in USDA hardiness zones 4 through 8, The Spruce contributor Marie Iannotti says
Japanese anemones are a great staple for a fall cutting garden. Elegant blooms with paper-thin petals
similar to poppies characterize this flora. Bloom season for this perennial starts in late summer and
continues into the fall until the first frost. Similar to poppies, this plant typically takes a few years to
establish itself. After this initial period, it proves to be a low-maintenance plant. 

Blue Mist spirea

Blue Mist spirea is another excellent option for adding color to your autumn flower beds. If you live in
USDA hardiness zones 8 or 9 and plant them in an area of full sun and well-drained soil, Blue Mist
spirea should deliver a brilliant infusion of color in your garden during the early fall. The woody base of
Blue Mist spirea has a habit of dying back in the winter like a perennial, causing it to fall into the
subshrub category, as McIntire explains. Stems tend to peak at 36 inches but can grow taller in certain
zones.

Balloon flower

If you prefer the rich hue of purple, then consider incorporating balloon flowers into your landscape. As
Iannotti shares, the plant’s name derives from the blooming process of its flowers, which start off as a
puff then pop open when they are ready to bloom, similar to how a balloon pops when pricked with a
pin. Balloon flowers also come in pink and white varieties, in case you prefer these shades to purple.
These plants need minimal care; simply prune them back in the spring or fall. If you live in USDA
hardiness zones 3 through 9, this perennial should satisfy your desire for vibrant autumnal blooms.



Sunflowers

McIntire suggests adding sunflowers to your fall cutting garden. This annual germinates in summer to
produce a bounty of fall colors when the buds open up in early autumn. Hues range from yellow to
dark red to multi-color stripes. Full sun, lots of water and fertile soil are the top three environmental
ingredients this flora needs to produce a hearty array of blooms. Sunflowers do best in gardens that
fall into USDA hardiness zones 3 through 9.

Cultivate any one of these five flowers to round out your fall cutting garden. Make sure to check which
USDA plant hardiness zone you reside in to make sure that your selections will thrive in the specific
zone you live in.  
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The 5 Best True Crime Podcasts
These five true crime podcasts feature deep reporting, expert
storytelling

True crime podcasts are habit-forming: once you’ve listened to one, you’ll want another. With so many
options to choose from across all podcasting services, it might prove something of a challenge to
narrow down your next choice. These five examples of the genre combine sophisticated production
techniques, professional reporting expertise and dramatic storytelling, all in the service of an addictive
audio experience. 

“Accused”

In “Accused,” Cincinnati Enquirer
investigative reporter Amber Hunt
(assisted by producer Amanda
Rossmann) brings her journalistic
skills to bear on a pair of unsolved
murders. In season one, Hunt
investigates the 1978 stabbing and
strangling of Elizabeth Andes, who
had just graduated from Miami
University in Oxford, Ohio. In
season two, she looks into the
1987 murder of Retha Welch in
Newport, Kentucky. In both of
these gripping and thoughtfully
structured seasons, Hunt’s dogged
reporting raises new questions and
uncovers leads that the original
investigators either ignored or missed.

“Crimetown”

Hosted and produced by the creators of HBO’s “The Jinx,” “Crimetown” focuses on the intersection of
crime and culture in American cities. With its pervasive legacy of corruption, Providence, Rhode
Island, proves the ideal location for the podcast’s first season. In alternating episodes, “Crimetown”
investigates and retells Providence City Hall’s misdeeds and mob crimes that have both made
headlines and also slipped under the radar for decades. The first storyline focuses on the astonishing
rise and fall of Mayor Buddy Cianci, who was forced to resign twice due to felony convictions. The
second storyline traces the violent and colorful history of Providence’s mobsters.

“Criminal”

“Criminal” episodes are conveniently snack-sized — about 15 to 20 minutes each — but they also
offer plenty to chew on. While many episodes delve into the story of a specific crime or criminal, cases
are usually connected to a larger historical, scientific or cultural context. That doesn’t mean the
podcast is dry or scholarly. Yes, “Criminal” is deeply researched and informative, but in the hands of
Phoebe Judge, it’s also a consistently entertaining and eye-opening listen, featuring stories that are
bizarre, bloody and impossible to forget.

“Dirty John”



Reported and narrated by Los Angeles Times reporter Christopher Goffard, “Dirty John” tells a
tangled tale of deception and violence. The title character, John Meehan, is a slick-talking abuser who
repeatedly worms his way into the lives of women he meets online — including his latest target, a
successful California business owner. As the story careens toward its darkly dramatic climax,
Goffard’s addictive, fascinating podcast peels back layer upon layer of deception to expose the
darkness underlying Meehan’s manipulative behavior.

“In the Dark”

Over the course of two seasons, American Public Media’s “In the Dark” podcast has gone far beyond
the typical true-crime format, emerging as a critical voice for criminal justice accountability and reform.
In season one, reporter Madeleine Baran investigates the unsolved 1989 disappearance of Jacob
Wetterling and how it was botched by local law enforcement. Season two takes on the case of Curtis
Flowers, who has been prosecuted half a dozen times for the same crime and remains on death row
despite winning multiple appeals.

After listening to any one of these five podcasts, you’ll come away entertained and enlightened. Each
show looks beyond the basic bloody details of the cases it investigates, providing context to help you
better understand not just the crime, but the system that led to it, punished it or allowed it to go
unsolved.
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Las Vegas on a Budget
Take a vacation in Sin City without gambling away your budget

Las Vegas offers many fun things to see and do, but having a memorable vacation doesn’t have to
cost you a lot of money here. Instead of relying on the slot machines to replenish the excessive cash
you spent at tourist traps, plan
ahead and stick to your budget by
following our travel tips.

Places to go

Las Vegas overflows with tourist
traps that fail to deliver on the
expectations set by their high
admission prices. Vegas Unzipped
recommends looking at the many
public displays on the Strip,
instead: the Bellagio’s fountain
show, the Mirage’s exploding
volcano, the waterways of the
Grand Canal Shops, the botanical
garden at the Bellagio, the
flamingo habitat at Flamingo Las
Vegas, the fish and mermaids at
the Silverton Aquarium, the
acrobatic performances at Circus
Circus’ Carnival Midway, Wynn’s Lake of Dreams Show and countless other experiences. If you want
to get completely away from the hustle and bustle of downtown, travel outside Las Vegas to the
nearby Hoover Dam or Red Rock Canyon for breathtaking views and scenic hikes.

If you’re set on doing some activities regardless of the cost, consider the Las Vegas Pass or the Las
Vegas Go Card. They can potentially save you between 30 and 60 percent on standard admission
costs to many of the attractions you’re probably already planning on seeing, like the High Roller
Observation Wheel, the X-Scream roller coaster and the Titanic Artifact Exhibition.

Place to eat

Las Vegas is known for its fancy and costly buffets, but you don’t have to fork over hundreds of dollars
to feed your family good food in this city. There are many unique and affordable places to dine around
Las Vegas. The best place to look is in the strip malls around town, which feature many highly rated
counter-serve eateries.

If you’re interested in trying new types of international cuisine without breaking the bank, Las Vegas is
the place to go. Eater.com suggests trying Venezuelan cuisine at Viva Las Arepas, Japanese cuisine
at Monta Noodle House, Korean-Mexican cuisine at KoMex Fusion Express or Hawaiian cuisine at
Paina Cafe.  However, if your heart is set on eating at a buffet, look for a diner outside the downtown
area that offers a lunch buffet for $10 or under.

Places to stay

Picking the right place to rest in Las Vegas — assuming you’re not planning on staying up all night —
is very important. While the major casinos offer many available rooms, these are sometimes quite
expensive. On the other hand, if you’re looking for the cheapest lodging in Las Vegas, you might wind



expensive. On the other hand, if you’re looking for the cheapest lodging in Las Vegas, you might wind
up in a shady area. TimeOut recommends looking for rooms at mid-level casino resorts, like Golden
Nugget, The LINQ or Monte Carlo. You can also head outside of the main strip and find national chain
hotels at decent prices.

You can easily spend a week in Las Vegas without going broke thanks to the numerous free and
ultra-affordable attractions and accommodations around town. While you’re there, don’t forget to do
the one essential thing every visitor should, which won’t cost you any money: Take a family picture in
front of the giant welcome sign! It’s the perfect way to commemorate your visit.
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What to Know When Buying or Building a Fire Pit
Tips to help you buy or build the best and safest fire pit possible

You don’t have to limit evenings spent around a roaring fire with loved ones to camping trips and
special occasions. By incorporating a fire pit into your outdoor decor, you can spend more evenings
roasting marshmallows, telling stories and enjoying time together with friends and family all from the
comfort of your own home. Because this involves having open flames close to your home, you’ll want
to be certain that you follow certain
necessary precautions before
buying or building your own fire pit. 

Buying

If your goal is to welcome people
around your fire pit, you will want to
pick one that has style. According
to The Spruce’s Lisa Hallett Taylor,
the popularity of fire pits as
backyard accessories means that
there is a wide variety of shapes,
sizes, patterns and approaches to
choose from.

Store-bought fire pits are available
in a variety of materials beyond
traditional stone, including steel,
aluminum, copper, stainless steel,
glass, cast iron and polyresin. Each
material has pros and cons to consider, which might affect your choice depending on your design
aesthetic, budget and maintenance commitment.

“Opt for something that will wear well and extend the life of your fire pit. Cast aluminum is less likely to
rust, while copper can stain. Cast iron is a solid but heavy choice,” writes Taylor.

Part of the consideration process will involve fuel options. House Tipster’s Ande Waggener notes that
you’ll need to decide whether to use wood, natural gas, charcoal, propane or more eco-friendly
options like fire pit gel or bio-ethanol.

Since fire pits vary in price, ranging anywhere from $200 to thousands of dollars, Waggener stresses
the importance of doing your research before you buy to ensure that you are able to use a fire pit
within regulations. Don’t spend a dollar before you first check with your county or city government,
homeowner’s association or even neighbors in the know.

Getting the lowdown on fire pit laws will also help you determine where your fire pit can go, Taylor
adds. You will want to make sure that your fire pit is not placed too near to your home, directly on the
grass, a wood deck or beneath any sort of combustible overhang. Be mindful of trees, vegetation and
plants and powerlines.

Building

A fire pit you have built yourself is likely not going to be portable, so going this route is preferable if
you have a spot that you are willing to permanently dedicate to the purposes of a pit. Once you have
your designated spot picked out, you’ll want to begin researching materials. Manasa Reddigan, writing



for Bob Vila, notes that this should mean excluding any potentially flammable materials or non-porous
materials in the construction of your pit.

“The inner wall must be made of fireproof building materials, optimally fire brick; the outer walls should
still be heat-resistant but can be made of traditional brick, stone, masonry blocks (consisting of brick,
concrete, granite, etc.), concrete pavers or even heat-resistant outdoor stucco or tile,” writes
Reddigan. “Flagstone and crushed stone are ideal materials for the fire pit cap, and the stones in the
center of the pit, respectively.”

You’ll also want to incorporate a steel ring on the innermost wall of the fire pit to prolong its structural
integrity. When building and operating your fire pit, Reddigan advises having fire safety gear on hand,
such as a fire blanket and a multipurpose dry chemical fire extinguisher. If you decide to DIY your fire
pit, you’ll still have to consider rules, location, construction materials and fuel sources just as if you
were purchasing one ready-made.

If you are willing to put in the time, money and research to ensure you are making the right choice, the
payoff of having a safe fire pit is well worth the effort. Don’t cut any corners, do your diligence and
you’ll be able to have a campout at home any time you wish.
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4 Best Wedding Venues in Washington
Enchanting sites to celebrate your love

The Evergreen State offers rugged forest landscapes and luminescent waterfronts perfect for staging
your matrimonial festivities. These
four venues are worth checking out
as you plan your wedding. 

Shooting Star Gardens 

Tie the knot in Maple Valley when
you book Shooting Star Gardens for
your ceremony and reception. Like
its name implies, this lush setting is
a breathtaking garden and meadow
landscape that will impress nature
enthusiasts. Rental includes the
use of a large white tent to provide
shelter for wining and dining, as
well as tables and chairs for up to
200 people. A portable dance floor
will provide a place for you and
your guests to show off your
moves. The rental package also
includes set-up and tear-down
services, so you and your family focus on partying rather than on the logistics of event preparation and
cleanup.   

Thornewood Castle 

Satisfy your inner royalty by hosting the big day at Thornewood Castle in Lakewood. Locals refer to
this 500-year-old Tudor Gothic historic site as “the house that love built,” and it is a picturesque place
to celebrate your nuptials. Opt for an indoor setting with the high ceiling, wood paneling and
hardwood floors of the Great Hall. You can also choose an outdoor celebration amid the sculptures
and blooms of the Secret Sunken English Garden. Additional areas such as the ballroom and lawn
provide extra space to host your event, depending on your guest count and style preferences.

The Edgewater House 

Just north of Gig Harbor, The Edgewater House provides a private waterfront venue to set the tone for
a quintessential Washington beach wedding. The site is located on the shoreline off of Puget Sound,
embodying the purity and peacefulness you’ve been envisioning for your big day. A range of indoor
and outdoor options will help accommodate different guest counts and tailor the space to suit your
unique vision for the event. A fully-appointed bridal suite and groom’s room will provide comfortable
areas for your wedding party to get ready in. 

Gorge Crest Vineyards 

The views in Underwood are anything but understated. Go with Gorge Crest Vineyards for a
captivating outdoor backdrop for your wedding. Located in the heart of the Columbia River Gorge
National Scenic Area, this venue is set against a breathtaking view of Mt. Hood and the Hood River
Valley. Select an outdoor, indoor or combination setting. The grounds boast a covered pergola with
views of the Gorge and vineyard, as well as a concrete dance floor. A lighted hammock area and



views of the Gorge and vineyard, as well as a concrete dance floor. A lighted hammock area and
cobblestone patio offer additional space for guests. The Barn is a great choice for a smaller gathering,
or if you simply prefer the peace of mind of having an indoor venue. Indoor/outdoor bars, a stone
fireplace and outdoor patio are additional draws of this space. If you’ve been envisioning a rugged,
romantic landscape for your wedding photos, look no further than this stunning venue.

Select one of these four venues for a picturesque place to enhance photographs and festivities on
your wedding day.
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