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Our New Locations Have You Covered!

Admin Office- Romulus Branch
7665 Merriman Road
Romulus, MI 48174

Phone: (734) 641-8400
Fax: (734) 641-8470

Lobby Hours
Monday- Friday: 9:00am-6:00pm

Drive Thru Hours

Monday- Thursday: 8:00am-6:00pm
Friday: 8:00am-7:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am-1:00pm

Full Service Drive-Thru and Lobby ATM open 24/7 

Redford Branch
26838 Plymouth Road
Redford, MI 48239

Phone: (734) 641-8400
Fax: (313) 242-5008

Lobby Hours
Monday- Friday: 9:00am-6:00pm

Drive Thru Hours
Monday- Friday: 8:00am-6:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am-1:00pm

Millender Center Branch
333 East Jefferson
Detroit, MI 48226

Phone: (734) 641-8400
Fax: (313) 967-9526

Lobby Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Full Service ATM outside branch!

Cadillac Place Branch
3044 West Grand Boulevard
Detroit, MI 48202

Phone: (734) 641-8400
Fax: (313) 871-0148

Lobby Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Full Service ATM outside branch!

Focus: HOPE Branch



1400 Oakman Blvd.
Detroit, MI 48238

Phone: (734) 641-8400
Fax: (313) 252-1035

Lobby Hours
Monday: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Wednesday: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Friday: 9:00am - 5:00pm

Branch closed 1:30pm -2:30pm for lunch

ATM in Lobby

VA Medical Center Branch
4646 John R STE A1122
Detroit, MI 48201

Phone: (734) 641-8400
Fax: (313) 576-1143

Lobby Hours

Monday: 8:30am - 4:30pm
Tuesday: 8:30am - 4:30pm
Wednesday: 8:30am - 4:30pm
Thursday: 8:30am - 4:30pm
Friday: 8:30am - 4:30pm

ATM located in VA Medical Center Building

Trenton Branch
2360 W. Jefferson
Trenton, MI 48183

Phone: (734) 641-8400
Fax: (734) 561-2142

Lobby Hours
Monday- Thursday: 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday: 9:00am-6:00pm

Drive Thru Hours
Monday- Thursday: 8:00am-5:00pm
Friday: 8:00am-6:00pm
Saturday: 8:30am-12:00pm

Flat Rock Branch
26121 Vreeland Rd.
Flat Rock, MI 48134

Phone: (734) 641-8400
Fax: (734) 795-8970

Lobby Hours
Monday- Thursday: 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday: 9:00am-6:00pm

Drive Thru Hours
Monday- Thursday: 8:00am-5:00pm
Friday: 8:00am-6:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am-12:00pm

Grosse Ile Branch
24201 Meridian Rd.



Grosse Ile, MI 48138

Phone: (734) 641-8400
Fax: (734) 561-0016

Lobby Hours

Monday- Thursday: 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday: 9:00am-6:00pm

 

CU Family Service Center- a division of PSCU
Redford North
14815 Telegraph Rd.
Redford, MI 48239

Phone: (734) 641-8400

Lobby Hours

Monday- Friday: 10:00am-6:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am-2:00pm

CU Family Service Center- a division of PSCU
Garden City
30094 Ford Rd.
Garden City, MI 48135

Phone: (734) 641-8400

Lobby Hours

Monday- Friday: 10:00am-6:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am-2:00pm

 CU Family Service Center- a division of PSCU
 Detroit Eastside
14481 Gratiot Ave.
Detroit, MI 48205

Phone: (734) 641-8400

Lobby Hours

Monday- Friday: 10:00am-6:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am-2:00pm

 CU Family Service Center- a division of PSCU
Detroit Northwest
18463 Livernois Ave
Detroit, MI 48221

Phone: (734) 641-8400

Lobby Hours

Monday- Friday: 10:00am-6:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am-2:00pm

 CU Family Service Center- a division of PSCU
 Ann Arbor
4687 Washtenaw Ave
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

Phone: (734) 641-8400

Lobby Hours



Monday- Friday: 10:00am-6:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am-2:00pm

CU Family Service Center- a division of PSCU
Southfield
23647 Greenfield Rd.
Southfield, MI 48075

Phone: (734) 641-8400

Lobby Hours

Monday- Friday: 10:00am-6:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am-2:00pm

CU Family Service Center- a division of PSCU
Taylor
21584 Ecorse Rd
Taylor, MI 48180

Phone: (734) 641-8400

Lobby Hours

Monday- Friday: 10:00am-6:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am-2:00pm
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Pros and Cons of Owning a Rental Property
Owning rental property may not be as simple as it seems

Owning and renting real estate is an investment option with many attractive advantages, especially
among the retired. What’s more, thanks to the passage of the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, the
economics of buying rental property are more favorable than they have been for a generation.

That being said, there are also disadvantages to owning rental property, making it advisable to
consider the pros and cons before you take the plunge.

Renters

Predictably, one of the biggest
benefits of owning rental property is
the income received from renters.
“Those monthly rent checks go
straight into your business account,
ideally more than offsetting any
expenses for the month,” writes
Trent Hamm, founder of
TheSimpleDollar.com, in a
December 2017 article. “For
example, if you own a house that
you rent out for $1,000 per month,
that house when fully occupied will
put $12,000 per year back into your
accounts.”

The downside is that not all tenants
are created equal. Some may be
needy, destructive or late on their
payments. Dana Anspach, a Certified Financial Planner and Retirement Management Analyst, warns
that you could incur legal expenses should you need to evict a bad tenant, and that you could
experience excess repair costs should a bad tenant cause damage to the property.

You should be vetting prospective renters, but it’s always possible that a particularly nasty tenant will
slip through. To help reduce the risk of this happening, you can turn to a qualified property
management firm, though they’ll cut into your bottom line. “Property management firms typically
charge 10% of the rent received,” Anspach writes in a March 2018 article for TheBalance.com.

Property value growth

Another benefit of owning rental property is the increase its value can usually be expected to receive
over time. “In some areas, the value may rise significantly over the course of a few years,” Hamm
says. “Ideally, this value growth holds pace with inflation at a minimum. If you happen to be in an
above average area, you might find that you can beat inflation.”

David F. Smith, a business author and columnist, claims that owning rental property can provide one
of the best hedges against inflation. “Even modest inflation means that you will be paying off current
debt with future, cheaper dollars. Low fixed-rate debt secured by real property is the best possible
hedge against inflation, since the market value of the your property and the rent you can charge can
increase in concert with other prices at lease renewal time, while your major expenses remain flat.”

On the downside, real estate is not liquid. Smith says that even in a “hot seller’s market,” a sale can
take several months to complete. “If your timing is driven by unexpected need or other exigencies,
you may not get the best price,” he explained. Additionally, for most people, owning rental property
represents a significant concentration of assets, making it more vulnerable to the ups and downs of
the local real estate market.

“The problem with that concentration is that it’s not diversified at all,” warns Hamm. “That investment
is in a specific house on a specific block in a specific neighborhood in a specific city. If that
neighborhood goes downhill, you lose a lot of money. If that block goes downhill, you lose a lot of
money. If something unfortunate happens to that house that insurance can’t handle, you lose a lot of



money.”

Hamm adds, however, that this risk is reduced by having more wealth. In fact, the more wealth you
have, the more rental property can be seen as a tool for diversification rather than the opposite.

Overall, there are many advantages and associated disadvantages to owning rental property. By
committing to the long term, the pros can heavily outweigh the cons for the well prepared.
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Why Your Financial Institution Is the Best Place for
an Auto Loan
Five reasons to opt for a local credit union when funding a vehicle

Although there are many ways to establish a car loan when you’re purchasing a new or used ride,
some financial entities will save you more money and deliver more personalized service than others.
Here are five advantages to securing a car loan with a credit union rather than a commercial bank.

Lower interest rates

Per Libby Wells, contributor with
Bankrate, one of the main
advantages of opting for a credit
union loan is their interest rates
tend to be at least one percent
lower than bank interest rates.
According to Sabah Karimi,
contributor with U.S. News & World
Report, a $30,000 car loan will
garner an interest rate of 4.16
percent from a bank, while that
same loan will secure a rate of 2.82
percent at a credit union. For a
vehicle of this value, you can save
a total of $1,100 over the loan’s
duration by opting for the credit
union auto loan.

Personalized loan process

Since credit unions are non-profit entities, operational decisions are made by a local team of volunteer
board members rather than a remote corporate office, as Karimi points out. It’s easy to make an
in-person appointment to talk with a professional face-to-face about your financial situation and
payment plan terms. As Wells explains, credit unions are also more likely to be flexible with loan
terms and repayment options if you encounter financial troubles later on.

Relaxed membership requirements

While some credit unions cater to special interest groups like teachers or local residents, requirements
for joining one are low-key most of the time. “Most credit unions will allow anyone to join,” as Bill
Meyer, with public relations and corporate communications at CU Direct, points out. Plus, credit
unions offer a wide variety of services besides car loans, which might be useful to access later on, as
Nerdwallet contributor Philip Reed advises.

Better chance of loan approval

Another benefit of going with a credit union auto loan is it’s more likely to be approved, even if you
have had or currently have bad credit. It’s all too common for commercial banks to exclude loan
applicants based on corporate requirements that applicants have superior credit scores. “Though the
loan application process is the same and the underwriting process is similar, the credit union may
make some adjustments that a commercial bank would not,” Karimi states.

Member-specific benefits

A side bonus of initiating a car loan with a credit union is you’re privy to a wide array of insider
benefits, Wells highlights. Since credit unions are nonprofits owned by members, its profits go directly
to members; unlike in the case of a commercial bank whose shareholders garner the profits. “Credit
unions produced over $10 billion in direct benefits to their members in the past year because of their
lower interest rates, lower fees and higher yields on savings,” explains Mike Schenk, vice president of
research and policy analysis/advocacy at the Credit Union National Association (CUNA).

Lower rates and excellent customer service characterize credit unions, making the loan application
and payment process smoother when funding your next automobile. Contact your local credit union to



and payment process smoother when funding your next automobile. Contact your local credit union to
inquire about their interest rates and auto loan terms to reap the benefits associated with this smaller,
individual-centric financial institution. 
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Four Mistakes People Make With Student Loans
Stay smart with a student loan strategy

Going to college is a life-changing experience that can open doors to new careers and increase your
lifetime earning potential. If you are looking for a new student loan or are trying to make the best out of
the repayment period, make sure you are avoiding these common student loan mistakes.

Not considering private loans

Many would-be-students shy away
from private loans because they
have heard that they lack the
protections and benefits that come
with federal loans. While it’s true
that federal loans offer a fixed
interest rate in contrast to most
private loans, it is often possible for
a student to get a lower interest
rate with a private loan, particularly
if a parent cosigns. If you are able
to obtain a much lower rate with a
private loan, then it’s worth
seriously considering whether the
security of a fixed rate with a
federal loan is worth it.

Ignoring retirement savings

It is understandable, and even laudable, to want to repay student loans as quickly as possible, but
undertaking an ambitious repayment plan at the expense of completely ignoring retirement savings
isn’t wise.

“A recent report from Morningstar Inc. subsidiary HelloWallet found that someone with a starting
salary of $50,000 who pays off a $20,000 student loan ahead of schedule but skimps on retirement
savings—by contributing only enough to an employer-sponsored 401(k) plan to receive half the
employer’s 3% matching contribution—will wind up with a net worth at age 65 that’s $150,000 below
where it would have been had he or she contributed enough to receive the full match and repaid the
loan over a longer period, by making the minimum required payment,” states The Wall Street Journal
Reporter Anne Tergesen in an article from Sep. 2016.

Not making automatic payments

One of the best steps you can take to make sure the student loan repayment process goes as
smoothly as possible is to set up automatic payments. Some people delay setting up automatic
payments because they have ambitious goals of paying more than the minimum each month, and
want to wait to see what their bank account balance is before determining the payment amount. While
it’s great to pay more when you can (as long as you aren’t sacrificing retirement savings), it’s not
worth the risk of making a late payment or missing a payment all together. Setting up automatic
payments that you can afford each month is the safest bet, and if you find you have extra money after
the payment is made, you can always make a supplemental payment.

Paying for assistance

If you are having trouble affording your payments, you may have been tempted by ads that offer to
help you figure out your options for paying on a different schedule or seeking loan forgiveness on your
federal loan.

“If someone asks you to pay for these services, you are not dealing with the U.S. Department of
Education or our loan servicers,” according to Nicole Callahan, a Digital Engagement Strategist at
Federal Student Aid in an article for HomeRoom, the official blog of the U.S. Department of Education.
“We don’t charge application or maintenance fees.  If you’re asked to pay, walk away (or hang up).”

The cost of an education that can help you start a profitable career or get a better job in your current



field is money well spent, and you can make sure you are getting the best return on your investment
by avoiding these four common student loan mistakes.
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Your Home is Sitting on Money!

Although they are not used often, Home Equity Loans and HELOCs are some of the safest loan
options available. Both are backed by the collateral of your home, which is a less risky investment for
lenders, and provides a lower interest rate. The equity received from these loans is the difference
between the mortgage on your home and its current market value.

There are only a few differences between the two loans, however. With a Home Equity Loan, you can
expect to pay the same interest rate throughout the process and receive your money as a lump sum.
While the HELOC allows borrowing at your own pace; and once it is paid down, then that money is
available for use. Also, your payment is calculated each month by the total you have taken from the
loan.

Whether you need money to send your child to college, buy a new car or to even take a vacation, a
Home Equity Loan or HELOC will be able to help fund your future.
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Identity Theft

As our reliability on technology grows, more of our personal information is placed on the internet for
easier use. However, with all of this info available at our fingertips, it can also be easily accessed by
others. In the United States alone, 7.5% of households have experienced a form of ID theft; and
12,157,400 people fall victim to theft each year, on average.

Of all the possibilities for fraud and identity theft, there are 3 that are most common. “Misuse of an
existing credit card” is 64.1%, “Misuse of existing bank account” is 35% and “Misuse of personal
information” is 14.2% of all threats for theft.

At Public Service Credit Union, we do our best to make sure that you and your accounts are safe from
identify theft. With our “Direct Advantage Plus” checking account, we offer free ID theft protection. We
provide identity theft research, redemption and recovery, lost document replacement, and expense
reimbursement insurance up to $25,000.

Although we are Public Service, you are the only public to see your account and we make sure of it.
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Trenton Summer Festival

Despite threats of wind and rain, Trenton Summer Festival 2018 went off without a hitch and drew
attendees from across Michigan. To celebrate the summer event, Public Service Credit Union set up
their canopy and raffled off Mad Money to the public. Congratulations to our winners and we hope that
everyone continues to have a fun and safe summer.

Don't forget to come visit us at the Uncle Sam Jam in Woodhaven July 12th-15th! 
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Employee Spotlight

For the month of June, our employee spotlight shines on Sharon Spurling. For over 3 years, Sharon
has excelled in the HR & Staff Development department at our Romulus branch. She is known for
being cheerful, smart, innovative and hardworking; tackling projects with passion and thoroughness.
In her spare time, Sharon spends time with her 2 children and enjoys reading when she gets the
chance. Thank you for your excellent work Sharon and for inspiring your fellow employees. 
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Benefits of Working Out in the Morning
Reasons to consider rising and grinding when the sun comes up

You’re on a very tight schedule day in and day out, but you always find time for the gym or a jog. Your
fitness might be a priority, but sometimes it can be difficult to carve an hour or two out of each
evening after a long day of work and in between your other obligations. If you find that you’re pressed
for time when the evening workout comes calling, consider switching things up and moving your
workout to the morning.

Make more out of your day

If you have a long, dragging day at
the office, it can prove difficult to
muster up the energy to head to
the gym no matter how much
caffeine or how many pre-workout
supplements you consume. As
Shape’s Moira Lawler points out,
working out first thing in the
morning can have the opposite
effect: According to a study from
The Brigham Young University,
morning workouts can lead to
increased productivity and activity
throughout the rest of the day.

Bodybuilding.com contributor Melih
F. Cologlu suggests that working
out in the morning is a better way
to maximize your time. After
heading to the gym in the evening, you have to allocate time between working out and spending time
with your significant others and decompressing in general. Working out in the morning, however,
opens up your entire day and allows you a greater degree of flexibility.

Get more out of your exercise

Carly Berwick, writing for NBC News Better, cites a study from researchers in Japan that found
workouts occurring before breakfast to be the most optimal for fat oxidation. Berwick writes, “There’s
only good to be said for fat oxidation, the process by which large lipid (i.e., fat) molecules break down,
which, in addition to being the kind of weight loss most people want, may also reduce type 2 diabetes.”

A study published in the Journal of the International Society of Sports Nutrition concludes that
“caffeine is beneficial for high-intensity exercise of prolonged duration (including team sports such as
soccer, field hockey, rowing, etc.).” As Cosmopolitan’s Elizabeth Narins points out, this pairs with
another study published in the U.S. National Library of Medicine to suggest that your morning cup of
coffee doesn’t just supply you with all the energy you need for a workout, but can also help maximize
the number of calories burned.

Narins and Cologlu also note that working out in the morning can provide a boost to your metabolism,
which in turn allows you to burn calories at a greater rate throughout the rest of the day.

Ultimately, the time that works best for you is the best time to get your workout in, but it might be
worth the effort to switch things up wherever possible. Spend a week or more performing your
workouts in the morning and you might just find a new routine that works even better than the old one.
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Tips for Taking Better Phone Pictures
You don’t need expensive photography equipment to take a great
photo

Smartphones make life more convenient. They help settle arguments with a quick Internet search, let
you hold all of your favorite music in the palm of your hand and give you an instant way to capture
your favorite moments on camera. If you’re relying on your phone’s built-in camera to take important
pictures, there are ways you can make your phone pictures even better.

Catch the light

The perfect photo opportunity can
be ruined with poor lighting. If
you’re taking a photo of someone
and their face is in shadow, ask
them to turn toward the light for a
better photo. Natural light is always
best, so take photos outside when
possible. Cotton Coulson, a
photographer at National
Geographic, points out that direct
sunlight can cause awkward glares
or shadows if you’re not careful —
that’s why slightly overcast skies
creates the best lighting — so step
into the shade if you notice
unsightly shadows.

For indoor photography, ditch the
flash. Adding a flash to your photos
causes awkward glares, washes out your subjects and ruins any potential the lighting may have had.
Taking a photo in a dimly lit room is possible without a flash; you can edit the photo after it’s been
taken. It’s much easier to lighten a picture that’s too dark than it is to darken a washed-out photo.

Find an angle

Photography is an art, so you should put your own personal spin on your pictures. Find unique angles
that may not have been explored before. This may require you to get creative: Lie down on the
ground and take a photo from a lower angle; go a few steps up the staircase and take a photo from
above. There’s no limit to the number of perspectives you can explore.

Be aware

Be conscious of objects in the background. For instance, if you’re taking a photo of your friend outside
and there are trees in the background, you don’t want to take a photo that looks like a tree is growing
out of the top of their head.

Rule of thirds

One important part of any photography class is the rule of thirds: Avoid putting your subject in the
center of the picture. Nikon’s Diane Berkenfeld suggests using gridlines to divide up the frame. In
your settings, find the option that says “grid” and turn it on. Then, open your camera and try to position
your subject near one of the lines on the grid. This will keep your subject slightly off center for a more
visually appealing photo.

Don’t zoom in

Using the digital zoom function on your phone can be detrimental to a great photo. The digital zoom
decreases the quality of a photo, adding a grainy texture to the image. Instead, Cotton Coulson
recommends moving closer to the subject before taking your photo. If you can’t get any closer, go
ahead and take a regular photo and crop it instead.

Self-edit



Don’t be afraid to edit your photos after you take them. You don’t have to be an expert with photo
editing software to put extra touches on the images. There are countless apps available to help you
edit. Start by cropping the photo and adjusting the brightness, contrast and any other settings that
need some tweaking. From there you can begin to play with color, increasing or decreasing saturation
or adding filters to enhance the image.

You don’t have to be a professional photographer to take a great photo. With smartphone cameras
getting better and better, everyone has the chance to document their experiences on the go. Next
time a photo-worthy moment arises, you’ll be ready to capture the moment with these tips.
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