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We've Got Great IRA CD Rates!

Are you ready to retire? Well, PSCU wants to help get you there. From February 14, 2018 through
May 14, 2018 we are offering a special rate for our IRA CD's. It's the perfect time to tuck away some

extra cash for a rainy day. "Click Here" for qualifications and guidelines for this limited time offer.
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6 Retirement Planning Mistakes
Avoid these mistakes when crafting your retirement plans

Planning for retirement is exciting, anxiety-inducing and complicated. Sometimes it seems you can’t
even plan further than the weekend, so to plan your entire work-free retirement? That seems like a lot
to handle.

When dealing with something of this magnitude, it makes sense that you’d stumble, get turned around
and make mistakes. Below are some common mistakes to avoid when you set out on your retirement
planning journey.

Procrastinating

Even if retirement seems
light-years in the future, it’s never
too early to start planning. Ignoring
it is actually more stressful than
working out a plan, according to
Investopedia.com Contributor
Michael Conway, CFP®, ChFC®.

“To start, write down your current
financial needs and future goals.
Most important, seek help.
Professional advisors can see the
hidden gaps in your planning that
might hurt your financial future,”
Conway advises.

Putting all your eggs in one
basket

Relying solely on one investment or
type of investment, stock, bond or account will limit the scope of your retirement. To avoid being a
one-trick pony of retirement funds that only fixates on the rate of return, U.S. News & World Report
Contributor Maryalene LaPonsie recommends you establish a diversified portfolio, which includes a
“variety of fund types.”

Forgetting beneficiaries

Retirement plans, paperwork and accounts need to be protected, and forgetting to assign beneficiaries
to all of your retirement avenues (including an IRA) can detrimentally impact its worth and leave your
loved ones in a mess of red tape, according to Kiplinger.com Contributor Mike Piershale, CHFC.

Neglecting to plan for today

With all the focus on the tomorrows to come after you’ve stopped working, it can be easy to forget
about the now, according to Conway. In addition to planning for your retirement, he advises, be sure
to earmark necessary funds for your mortgage, college tuition and car loans. He also advises you to
prepare a well-padded emergency nest egg for when life decides to throw you a curveball.

Missing the fine print

The world of finance is fraught with demons — namely fine print, stipulations and penalties. If you
don’t pay close attention to every detail, such as conditions for rolling over a company retirement plan
into an IRA, you could suffer from potentially steep and definitely annoying penalties that will rob you
of your account’s full worth, according to Piershale.

Ignoring your retirement plan

You’ve done the hard work — dedicated countless years to the workforce, sought out advice from a
reputable financial planner, established a diversified portfolio and officially retired. So, you should be
good to coast now, right? Sadly, no.







According to LaPonsie, setting your retirement plans on autopilot is a quick way to negate all your
hard work. He instead recommends a yearly review of your financial hopes, dreams and goals.

“In reality, a plan only remains relevant if it constantly evolves to adjust for market conditions and a
retiree’s lifestyle needs and goals,” writes LaPonsie.

Planning for your retirement needs to be an ongoing process and requires the same dedication you
give or have given to your working life. You’ll definitely make mistakes, but with some thoughtful
planning, attention to detail and trusted advice, you’ll be able to draft a retirement plan that serves you
well.
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Best Cars for Teenage Drivers
Provide your teen with a safe and reliable ride

Picking out the perfect vehicle to purchase is hard enough, but when the driver in need of a car is a
teenager, the process becomes even more complicated. Even if teen drivers are simply borrowing a
family car, it can be difficult to determine which vehicles work best for them. As teenagers are new to
driving, they require vehicles that are responsive, intuitive and, above all else, safe. If you are looking
for a vehicle for your teenage driver to use, consider one of the following models.

Mazda3

Purchasing a sports car for your
new driver is probably not the right
way to go. While they may not be
able to get behind the wheel of a
performance model, that doesn’t
mean they can’t find a vehicle that
can, in fact, perform. For years, the
Mazda3 has been applauded for its
responsive drive and sporty feel.
This is true for both the sedan and
hatchback configurations. Russ
Heaps of Bankrate notes that the
Mazda3 has received high marks
for safety throughout its lifetime. It’s
also a model that places an
emphasis on efficiency.

Subaru Forester

Icy winter roads can be difficult for even the most experienced of drivers to navigate. Therefore, one
can only imagine the trouble that new teen drivers might encounter if they need to drive in such
conditions. This can be where all-wheel drive comes in handy. Fortunately, the Subaru lineup is
populated by vehicles that come packaged with all-wheel drive standard. Even among Subaru models,
the Subaru Forester is renowned for its impressive safety features. Not only do Jeff S. Bartlett and Jen
Stockburger of Consumer Reports recommend the Forester for teen drivers, but the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) does as well.

Honda Accord

While it’s true that the Accord might not be the most exciting set of wheels on the market, this
mid-size sedan is one of the most reliable vehicles available. That makes it a first car that will last well
into your teenager’s transition into adulthood. Heaps notes that the Accord is well ahead of its time, as
the modern Accord can be equipped with advanced safety systems like lane-departure warning and
collision-mitigation braking. It’s not just the current Accord that is safe, though. The Honda Accord has
been named a “Top Safety Pick” by the IIHS for several years in a row.

Chevrolet Equinox

Like adults, teenage drivers appreciate the extra room and ride height that a crossover can provide.
With a ton of utility options on the market, it can be tough to narrow your choices down, but the IIHS
recommends that drivers select the Chevrolet Equinox. The recently refreshed Equinox is filled with
appealing interior amenities and if you prefer to buy used for your young driver, you won’t be
disappointed by previous iterations of the Equinox, either.

Toyota Avalon

Toyota has made a name for itself in the automotive industry for reliability, and one of its most reliable
vehicles is the Toyota Avalon. The Avalon is the largest model in Toyota’s sedan lineup, and comes
packaged with some of the best technologies that Toyota has to offer. Friends and peers won’t feel
crowded in the roomy cabin and the Avalon is such an appealing vehicle that Matt Rand and Mel
Anton of U.S. News included both the new and used Avalon on their list of best vehicles for teenage







drivers.

Watching your teenager drive off in a vehicle of their very own can be a stressful situation. These
reliable vehicle models should provide you with some extra peace of mind during that experience. 
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Educating our Youth

PSCU is proud once again to support our youth. Recently, we invited St. John’s Lutheran Elementary
School's 2nd grade class to tour our Main location in Romulus. We spent the morning taking them to
the different departments and showing them the numerous responsibilities of what it takes to run a
credit union. With many of the departments pitching in, they had a great learning experience. But as
always, their favorite part is to see the vault and money.  (shown above-Linda & Roberta teaching
them the different denominations of money) This is a great day for the students as well as the staff. 
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Employee Spotlight

Chelsea Love started with PSCU in April of 2017 as a Romulus Receptionist, and has quickly won
over the membership. She loves to laugh and have fun with all our members and many of them have
expressed numerous times how much Chelsea goes out of her way to take care of them. For this and
her shining personality, we would like to recognize Chelsea, and thank her for all she does! 
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Holiday Hours

All Branches of PSCU will be closed Monday, February 19, 2018
in observation of President's Day.
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8 Fuel Efficient Crossovers
Get the best of practicality from these eight fuel efficient crossovers

Crossovers have become increasingly popular in the car market, with new models coming out across
the board. However, since they are typically much larger than normal passenger cars, most crossovers
tend to deliver poor fuel economy.

Most, that is, except for the following models, all of which overcome the challenges facing crossovers
to deliver exceptional fuel efficiency.

Toyota RAV4 Hybrid

The RAV4 is Toyota’s most popular crossover, and the RAV4 Hybrid brings the efficiency of a hybrid
powertrain to the small crossover for an EPA-estimated 34 mpg in the city and 30 mpg on the
highway.*

Mazda CX-3

The smallest crossover offered by
the EPA’s “Most Fuel Efficient
Automaker,” the Mazda CX-3
surprisingly doesn’t use any
electrification in its powertrain,
instead using the brand’s intelligent
design and subcompact size to
deliver 29 mpg in the city and 34
mpg on the highway with its
efficient 2.0-liter four-cylinder
engine.**

Chevrolet Equinox/GMC Terrain

Both the Chevrolet Equinox and
GMC Terrain make use of their
parent General Motors’ new
turbocharged 1.6-liter diesel engine
to offer high fuel efficiency
numbers of up to 28 mpg in the city and 39 mpg on the highway.* Even with gasoline motors, these
crossovers deliver up to 32 mpg on the highway for the Equinox and 30 mpg on the highway for the
Terrain.*

BMW X5 xDrive40e

At first, the BMW X5 seems a surprising addition to this list, but the xDrive40e version is one of the
brand’s plug-in hybrids, giving it a purely electric range of 13 miles before the gasoline engine turns
on, for a combined fuel efficiency equivalent of 56 MPGe.* Even when the electricity runs out, though,
the gasoline motor is rated at 24 mpg combined.*

Volvo XC60 T8 Twin Engine

The Volvo XC60, like the BMW X5, is not necessarily known for its efficiency, but the T8 Twin Engine
version is a plug-in hybrid, giving the XC60 T8 Twin Engine an electric-only range of about 18 miles
for 59 MPGe.* From there, the XC60’s turbo- and supercharged four-cylinder delivers 26 mpg
combined.*

MINI Cooper SE Countryman ALL4

The MINI Cooper SE Countryman ALL4 is the brand’s first foray into plug-in hybrids like the above
two models. The Cooper SE Countryman ALL4 delivers 65 MPGe with a 12-mile electric range, and
then uses its 1.5-liter three-cylinder engine for 27 mpg city/highway combined.*

Chevrolet Bolt 

For the ultimate in fuel efficiency, it’s best to use no gas. The 2018 Chevrolet Bolt is a compact







crossover that powers itself entirely on electricity, for an unmatched fuel efficiency equivalent of 128
MPGe in the city and 110 MPGe on the highway — this translates to an EPA-estimated 238 miles of
all-electric range.***

As automakers continue to refine the segment, more and more of these vehicles will offer high fuel
efficiency numbers, changing what used to be a market full of gas guzzlers into practical everyday
drivers.

*2018 EPA-estimated mileage. Actual mileage will vary.

**Up to an EPA-estimated 29 city/34 highway MPG for 2018 Mazda CX-3 FWD models. AWD models,
27 city/32 highway MPG. Actual results will vary.

***Your actual range may vary based on several factors including temperature, terrain, and driving
technique
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How to Prepare for Tax Season
Tax season prep tips

It might not be as highly anticipated as the holidays, beach-weather days or spring, but tax season still
rolls around each year and often takes taxpayers by frantic surprise.

To sidestep the usual stress tax season brings, implement the following tips in your prep.

Seek outside help ASAP

If you’re new to filing a tax return,
your tax return is exceptionally
complicated or you don’t feel
secure in taking on the task
yourself, it’s best to seek
assistance from a tax prep
professional who is certified with a
Preparer Tax Identification Number
(PTIN), according to
Investopedia.com writer Barbara E.
Weltman.

She suggests asking friends or
trusted colleagues for referrals and
advises against hiring a tax
preparer who feels entitled to a part
of your refund. Be sure to ask
about his or her rates, too.

Get your data and deduction ducks in a row

Your tax return will require personal and family stats that are impossible to rattle off by memory alone.
Writer Kay Bell, who reports on NerdWallet.com, recommends retrieving both your federal and state
returns from last year as well as Social Security numbers for everyone pertinent to this year’s return,
including your dependents.

The proper receipts will be your best friend if you plan to itemize personal deductions on your tax
return.

“Look for receipts for medical costs not covered by insurance or reimbursed by any other health plan
(e.g., a flexible spending account or health savings account), property taxes and job-related and
investment-related expenses,” advises Weltman.

If you’ve donated to charity and you want to claim those contributions as write-offs, you’ll need a
proper record for your return.

Refresh your knowledge bank 

According to Weltman, changes to tax laws can directly impact your return, so it’s important to
investigate new rules or instructions for claiming deductions or claiming credits.

Include proof of your work ethic

If you are employed by someone else, be on the lookout for your W-2, which is a document you need
to accurately file your tax return. Depending on how your company handles sensitive documents, it
might pop up in your inbox or be delivered by the postman.

“This is the key form, and you need one from each employer you worked for during the past year.
Your W-2 shows how much money you made, how much income tax was withheld, Social Security
and Medicare taxes paid, and any benefit contributions — retirement plans, medical accounts and
child care reimbursement plans,” reports Bell on Bankrate.com.

Bell notes that if you worked as a contractor, received money via PayPal or earned funds through
investments, you’ll need to fill out a 1099 form that applies specifically to each situation.







Don’t forget about your home and education

If you have a mortgage, are paying on a student loan or are responsible for tuition payments, you’ll
need to assemble those numbers to accurately fill out the specific 1098 forms, reports Weltman.

Filing a tax return requires a lot of documents, a high level of organization and possibly a professional
accountant’s help. By starting your prep early, your tax season can be almost as carefree as a day at
the beach.
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Homemade Chicken Noodle Soup
How to make your favorite meal from scratch

While it may be easier to open a can of soup and microwave it in a bowl, it’s much healthier and tasty
to prepare it yourself using fresh ingredients. Sound like a lot of work? It’s actually easier than you’d
expect. Just follow this recipe from Nagi with Recipe Tin Eats and soon you’ll be savoring a warm
bowl of your favorite winter meal.

Gather your ingredients

Flavorful broth relies on bypassing
the carton of chicken stock and
cooking the liquid with fresh
ingredients. The following amounts
of ingredients will create a pot of
soup that’s enough to feed six
people.

Of course, you need a chicken,
around 3.5 pounds. Supplement it
with vegetables: 2 celery ribs, 2
carrots and 2 large onions. Gather
the proper herbs and spices,
including 2 bay leaves, 4 sprigs of
thyme, 1 tablespoon of black
peppercorns and a head of garlic.

For the chunkier parts of the soup,
you’ll need more of the same
ingredients (you cannot recycle the same ingredients from the broth): a large onion, 2 medium carrots,
2 celery ribs, 3 garlic cloves and 6 ounces of egg noodles. You should use 2 cups of the shredded
chicken from the broth and 2 quarts of the broth itself, though.

Making the broth

Start by placing the cooked, cleaned chicken in a pot and surround it with your sliced broth
ingredients, then fill the pot with enough water to cover the chicken without overdoing it. Cover and
simmer the mixture for 1 1/2 hours.

Once the chicken is tender and falling off the bone, skim any scum off the surface and transfer the
chicken to a bowl where you can shred it. The concoction remaining in the pot should be strained and
refrigerated so you can separate any fat from it.

Making the soup

Once you finish cleaning up from the broth, you can move on to making the actual soup.

Drizzle 1 tablespoon of olive oil into another large pot that’s heating on the stove, adding the diced
onion and minced garlic. After a couple minutes, add the sliced celery and carrots, continuing to stir
until all are softened.

Slowly pour that refrigerated broth into the pot and turn up the heat. When it’s on the verge of boiling,
cook the noodles in the soup so it soaks up the flavor of the broth. Finally, add the chicken and make
sure the entire dish is warm. Season with salt and pepper, then garnish it with parsley, and you’re
ready for a delicious homecooked dinner you can enjoy in your pajamas.
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