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2015 Scholarships Winners

Public Service Credit Union once again is proud to be able to recognize 10 deserving individuals
during their 2015 Scholarship Awards ceremony on June 18th, 2015 at their Romulus branch. 
Recipients were chosen from existing members who show academic promise, community involvement
and the PSCU mantra of “People Helping People”.  Three of the ten $1,000 checks awarded to the
worthy students were in honor of long standing Board Members, John E. Breen, Carol Palazzolo and
Jonathan Gallimore.

 Students along with their families attended the ceremony and received gifts and checks. This year’s
recipients are: Terrance Brown from Wayne Memorial High School and a resident of Wayne,
Michigan,  will be attending Spring Arbor to pursue his major in Business Administration; LaKeisha
Folson, a resident of Detroit Michigan, currently attends the University of Southern California working
to achieve her degree in Social Work; Jay Geiss is from Taylor, currently attends Riverview
Community High School, plans on attending University of Michigan in Ann Arbor to achieve his major
in the area of Business, Finances and Economics; Troye Green of Detroit, currently attends Michigan
State University working to achieve her degree in Nursing & Human Development; Taylor Hutson is
from Detroit, and currently attends Mercy High School in Farmington Hills. She intends to achieve her
degree in Communications from Howard University; LeTorrian Jackson is from Southfield and
attends the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. She is currently working to achieve her degree in
Psychology; Cal Jesko from New Boston, Michigan, is currently a junior at Central Michigan
University. He is working to achieve his degree in Accounting, then plans to continue his education
pursuing his Master’s degree by May 2017; Corey Mattic, Jr. from Detroit, and attends Renaissance
High School. He plans on attending Schoolcraft College or Eastern Michigan University in the fall to
obtain a degree in Engineering; Matthew Mills is from Clinton Township, and currently attends Central
Michigan University pursuing his degree in Public Administration; and Renita Wilks is from
Farmington Hills and is a recent graduate of Wayne State University, where she obtained her
Bachelors of Science in Criminal Justice.   She was recently accepted into the Thomas Cooley Law
School in Auburn Hills to continue to pursue her degree in Law. Jay Geiss received the Jonathan
Gallimore scholarship, Matthew Mills received the Carol Palazzolo scholarship and Renita Wilks
received the John E. Breen scholarship.

Among the gifts given out was a custom flash drive with a document filled with ATMs and service
centers near the student’s specific locations. Each of the winners will use their scholarships towards
college, university or technical school classes.  Photos from the awards ceremony can be viewed at
Facebook.com/PSCUnow.







Pictured:  2015 $1,000 Scholarship Winners - Matthew Mills, Terrance Brown, Taylor Hutson,Troye
Green, LeTorrian Jackson, Jay Geiss, Renita Wilks, Corey Mattic, Jr., & Cal Jesko (not pictured:
LaKeisha Folson) along with PSCU Board of Directors: Ed Carey, Dean Trudeau, Bernard Hanus,
George Sciotti, Nora Sharpley, Fred Morgan & Carol Palazzolo. 
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You're Invited!

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!
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What to Know About Car Title Loans
The good and the bad

A car title loan, also referred to as an auto title loan or vehicle title loan, is when a person temporarily
surrenders the title of his or her vehicle to borrow money for a short period of time. These loans tend
to get a bad rep — and there are several reasons why — but they also can be useful for some.

 

Let’s start with the advantages of car title loans. Borrowers use car title loans when they’re in need of
fast money. Sometimes, a borrower can even acquire the money the same day he or she applied for
the loan. 

 

“It’s a good way for some people with few assets to get money and, in many cases, can be less
expensive than the alternatives,” says Eli Lehrer, national director of the Center on Finance,
Insurance, and Real Estate.

 

These types of loans are
also relatively hassle-free,
as they don’t require a
lengthy approval process,
unlike many other types of
financing. The borrower is
using his or her car as
collateral to borrow money,
and because of that, car title
loans are relatively easy to
qualify for, even in the case
of a not-so-great credit
score. Typically all you need
is proof of a reliable income
(if even that) and your
vehicle — car, truck,
motorcycle, etc. — valued at
more than the loan you’re
receiving. 

 

In addition, the borrower is
still able to use the vehicle while making payments on the loan. The only way to lose privileges of the
vehicle is if the borrower defaults on the loan and the lender repossesses it.

 

While car title loans have their time and place, there are certainly some major red flags and concerns
associated with them.

 

“We consider these loans to be a triple threat for borrowers,” says Ginna Green, spokeswoman for the
Center for Responsible Lending. Whereas most car loan lenders take into consideration the
borrower’s financial situation (e.g., income, mortgage, credit, other bills) to make sure the payments
are affordable, car title lenders do not, according to Green. 

 

“We view extremely high-cost loans in and of themselves as harmful to consumers. You’re paying a
significant amount in interest that can’t go toward other expenses like housing, food, medical care and
other necessities,” explains Tom Feltner, director of financial services for the Consumer Federation of







other necessities,” explains Tom Feltner, director of financial services for the Consumer Federation of
America.

 

Also, since car title loans are short term, borrowers must repay the loan, usually within 30 days, and if
they aren’t able to, late fees will apply. If they continue to not pay, the lender will eventually
repossess the vehicle. There have even been some cases when the lender installed a GPS tracking
device in the vehicle and disabled it for late payment. 

 

Speaking with your local financial institution is always your best bet for any financial matter.
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Skimming: What you NEED to Know

Skimming is a huge problem for financial institutions and its members in the United States. It
involves stealing the magnetic strip information off a members debit card and using a hidden
camera to gather their PIN number information. The information is then used to make a
duplicate debit card. In 2012 alone, criminals were able to use these cards and steal 11.3
billion dollars.

With the advent of EMV chips, criminals are aware that the switch to the more secure card is
coming in October of 2015, and are in turn trying to commit as much fraud as they can before
that. Because of this, both the member and the financial institutions have to take extra
precautions when using ATMs.

In an effort to keep you informed, we have a few tips of what you can look for when using your
debit/ATM card.

1. Look for changes in the ATM or card reader -extra plastic -bulkier card reader -any pieces
that weren't present before - changes in the card reading method







2. Look for changes in the keypad look and feel.

3. Make sure to look around for any cameras place in a position where your hand can be seen
inputting your PIN number. They can be very small or placed in pieces of plastic.

4. If you suspect a skimmer is being used, contact the financial institution that owns the ATM
or the local police department.

With your heightened awareness, you are not only helping yourself, but you are helping
financial institutions fight fraud all over the country.
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One Day Only Car Sale

If you’re in the market for a vehicle, now is the time! PSCU has an awesome ONE DAY ONLY Sale,
you don’t want to miss. On Friday, July 24th between 3pm – 7pm come to our Romulus branch (7665
Merriman Rd. in Romulus). 

Enterprise is filling our lot with great used cars and great deals for you to purchase. Payments as low
as $99.00 per month. You’ll never have to haggle about prices with the perfect used car package. 

·         12-Month/12,000 Mile Limited Powertrain Warranty*

·         Vehicle Certification

·         12-Month Roadside Assistance*

·         FREE Carfax Reports

·         7-Day Repurchase Agreement*

Save some time and get pre-approved before the sale begins.  PSCU has fabulous deals for the First
Time Auto Buyer in your family also.

·         Limited credit or NO credit history

·         No Co-signer / Co-borrower required

·         Auto Pay or ACH transfer is required

·         Minimum loan amount $5,000

·         APR 6.99% for qualified program applicants

·         Up to 60-Months to repay

·         FREE GAP Policy Plus included on every loan

·         Model years 2008 and newer with less than 85,000 miles

·         Must be employed with verifiable income

* Go to website for complete details – PSCUnow.com.
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Habitat for Humanity

PSCU is proud to partner with the Metro West Chapter of Credit Unions to support “Habitat of
Humanity.”  This year our employees along with 4 other credit unions:  Communicating Arts CU; U of
M CU; Zeal CU; and Community Finance CU made a big difference in the Morningside Commons
neighborhood in East Detroit.  They cleaned, cleared and help board up houses along the path to JE
Clark Preparatory Academy.  By removing over 40 tons of blight and vegetation the 800 children feel a
little safer walking to school.  There was a total of 71 staff members that volunteered to increase
visibility to 12 abandoned home.

Alongside sweat equity, PSCU staff & members reached into their pockets, and are proud to have
raised over $1,000.  The Metro West Chapter of Credit Unions were honored to donate a grand total of
$5,000 to Habitat for Humanity.

 

Public Service Credit Union • 734-641-8400 • http://www.pscunow.com 

PSCU is HOT this month! 







PSCU is HOT this month! 

You Could be a Winner too!

There are 166 national monthly winners, with prizes from $25 to $5,000 PSCU has several STW May
winners, it's not too late to get in on the cash!!!

Sanja Thomas of Brownstown won $50.00

Angela Williams of Detroit won $25.00

Veronica Swindell of Detroit won $25.00

Lamicko Taylor-Beavers of Wayne won $25.00 
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Top Used Car Values
Buying used can save you thousands

Buying a new vehicle is always an exciting venture, but it’s normally associated with a hefty price tag.
And even worse, in most cases, the minute you drive that vehicle off the lot, it loses a solid chunk of
its value. So if you’re looking for a vehicle that’s new to you, buying something used is a great way to
save thousands and still get just what (or even more than) you’re looking for.

 

Getting a used vehicle
doesn’t mean you need to
settle. Sure, you can find a
Toyota Camry or Honda
Civic, and it will provide you
with years of hassle free
driving. However, if you’re
looking for a little
excitement, there are still
plenty of great bargains out
there to be had. 

 

Being comfortable going to a
private seller (especially on
Craigslist) is a big plus, as
they don’t have the markup
normally associated with a
dealership. Stopping by your
financial institution for a loan
can help you figure out how
much you can afford, and
better yet, you could have
the cash in hand to make
the deal when you choose. 

 

There are plenty of lists that show you what $10,000 can get you. On AutoTraders’ list, you can find a
MINI Cooper (2007), a vehicle known for its quirky personality and fun driving manners. Its unique
design doesn’t hurt either. 

 

AutoBytel listed the Ford Crown Victoria (a 2010 model can be yours for under $10,000), a great
vehicle for those looking for a roomy cabin and excellent highway companion. You can even spring for
a 2008 Infiniti G35. Popular Mechanics did their own list and they found a 2000 Chevrolet Corvette
(new models sell for over $55,000) and the BMW Z3 sports car. 

 

US News has their own list dedicated to more recent models you can find under $10,000, and a few of
them include the 2009 Scion tC, the 2009 Hyundai Elantra, the 2010 Nissan Cube, and the 2009
Pontiac Vibe.

 

A vehicle you previously thought was out of your price range may be closer than you think if you do
your research. Regardless of which model you choose, start with the right auto loan, and you’ll be on
your way to saving money while driving a vehicle that’s new to you. 
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Tips to Grow Giant Tomatoes
Grow the biggest tomatoes on the block by following these easy
tips

Few things are more discouraging than spending months weeding, mulching, watering and fertilizing
your garden, only to end up with some measly little fruits and vegetables which aren’t even enough for
a salad. If you’re going to grow big tomatoes, you’ll need to follow these tips to optimize next year’s
harvest.
 
Get the right type
You’re not going to get giant
red monsters from a grape
tomato plant. Make sure you
select a sliver or beefsteak
variety of tomato, like Giant
Belgium, Brandywine,
Hillbilly, or Italian Beefsteak.
These will continue growing
and producing fruit all
season long. Ask local
gardeners which varieties of
tomato plants work best in
your area. When you
purchase a started plant,
make sure it has large,
strong roots, and don’t just
look good above the dirt. 
 
Plant deep and early
You’ll want to get your crop
into the soil as early as
possible to maximize the
amount of time it has to
grow. Once winter
concludes, toughen your
plants up by gradually exposing them to the elements for two weeks — unless they’re already
acclimated. Warm the soil with black or clear plastic and cover the plants during any late frosts.
 
As you dig your hole, bury half of your plant under the ground, trimming any lower leaves and leaving
the healthy young leaves exposed. A buried stem will sprout even more roots. As the plant grows,
remove the bottom leaves which are likely to develop fungal infections. 
 
Give them room and nutrients
When you plant your tomatoes, make sure their roots have plenty of space to expand. Select a bright
spot with fresh air and plenty of sun exposure. If you’re growing from seed, expose them to 14-16
hours of direct light, even if it’s artificial. The soil should be clean and nutrient-rich with lots of organic
components (avoiding clay-filled or rocky dirt).
 
Fertilize the ground with potassium, phosphorus, and calcium rather than excessive amounts of
nitrogen — a fish emulsion fertilizer works great. Then follow it up with compost. Water each plant
once per week, soaking the soil directly rather than the stem or leaves. Rotate your crop around the
garden every year to avoid diseases and keep soil balanced.
 
Give your plant support
If you want your tomatoes to grow large, you’d better be prepared to support the weight. Hook your
tomato plant up to a six-foot cage, trellis, or heavy stake when you first plant it, then as your giant
tomatoes begin developing, support each branch with its own sock/nylon to support the weight.
 







Keep it trimmed 
Healthy tomato plants need lots of attention. As it grows, remove all but one or two flowers from each
cluster, leaving the biggest ones. Remove most all of the young blooms at the top of the plant to let
the older fruits at the bottom continue to thrive. Remove the fruit that develops furthest from the stem.
 
Trim non-fruiting sprouts (often called suckers or runts) that form between branches and the main
stem. They sap energy from the plant without producing anything. 
 
Harvest!
Halfway through the summer, harvest most of your tomatoes but leave the biggest, healthiest ones to
continue growing. As fall approaches, keep an eye on your prized fruits, and once they appear to
plateau in size and reach a rich red color, take them inside with you.
 
By following these steps, you are sure to grow a bountiful garden and really be able to enjoy the fruits
of your labor.
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