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Refinance your Auto Loan with us!
No Fees, Lower Rates, GET MONEY

Bring a $25,000 or more loan from
elsewhere: GET $150
Bring a $15,000 or more loan from
elsewhere: GET $100
Bring a $5,000 or more loan from
elsewhere: GET $50

*Payouts, in the form of dividends, are deposited
to qualifying PSFCU/VCFCU/POFCU account 60
days after funding. Bonuses are reportable for tax
purposes. Member account must be in good
standing. Offer applies to autos, motorcycles, and
RVs. Offer subject to loan approval and
qualification. Promotional offer may change at any
time.
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Is a 2nd mortgage or a home equity line of credit
right for you?

PRIVATE SCHOOL OR COLLEGE TUITION
Many homeowners will find that paying for college or private school is made much easier when you
are able to make a monthly payment, as opposed to having to write a lump sum check all at one. For
example, you may very well be able to afford $1,500/month but writing a $10K check is going to blow
your budget. Low interest rate HELOCs can be a great way to afford the rising costs of education
without eating up all your liquid assets.

HOME UPGRADES/RENOVATIONS
Taking out a HELOC or a 2nd Mortgage to finance home renovations, to upgrade appliances, or for
much needed maintenance makes financial sense for many homeowners. This is particularly true for
homeowners who have a low fixed interest rate 1st mortgage. Rather than refinancing your entire
mortgage and pulling cash out, it probably makes sense to keep the first mortgage at the low rate and
obtain a HELOC. For example, if you have a first mortgage at 3.5%, but a refinance will bump your
rate to 5%, you’re almost certainly better off opening a HELOC and only paying that higher rate on the
amount you need for renovations (as opposed to putting the entire loan at a higher rate).

DEBT CONSOLIDATION
It’s likely that high interest rate credit cards, or 2nd mortgages which are adjusting may be
consolidated by opening a HELOC with a lower interest rate. You’ll need to speak with your local
credit union professional and your CPA to run your specific numbers, but HELOCs are often very low
cost, and minimal early closure fees.

DOWN PAYMENT FOR AN INVESTMENT PROPERTY OR 2ND HOME
Many HELOCs will let you draw on the line, to use the money as you want—including as cash, for a
down payment on another home. Again, you’ll want to speak with an experienced credit union
professional and/or your accountant or Financial Advisor, to confirm this is a smart plan for your
particular needs and circumstances. For some homeowners looking to invest, a HELOC may provide
the liquidity you need to expand your real estate portfolio and build your wealth.
It is important to note that your tax deductibility has changed with the current administration, so before
you decide to take out another loan, it is imperative that you speak with an experienced mortgage
professional. It is in your best interest to work with your local credit union, who knows your market,
and who can sit down with you, and show you all available options for utilizing your equity to achieve
your financial goals.
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Unique Ways to Commemorate Memorial Day
10 ideas for honoring the military on May 28th

Whether or not you have a friend or relative who is serving in the military, Memorial Day is a somber
holiday honoring those who put their lives on the line to protect the freedoms we enjoy every day in
America. Here are 10 thoughtful ways to pay tribute on this occasion, many of them suggested by
USMemorialDay.org.

Attend an event

Check out local Memorial Day
events in your area. From festive
parades to 5K races, this holiday
spurs many region-specific
celebrations in which you can
participate.

Give financially

This date is a great occasion to
raise funds for a military-focused
nonprofit organization of your
choice. Wingman Foundation, Air
Force Aid Society and Children of
Fallen Patriots are just a few of the
worthy groups you can contribute
to in honor of Memorial Day. For
additional charities to support,
check out this extensive list .

Corporate potluck

Gather your coworkers and organize a potluck to take place the week before Memorial Day.
Encourage people to bring in grilled hot dogs and hamburgers as well as many of the trimmings and
sides.

Write a letter

Show your appreciation for those currently serving in the military, as well as retired veterans, by
writing a letter and sending it via an organization such as Operation Gratitude. This site even has
helpful tips for crafting your letter, depending on whether you’re addressing it to a new recruit, a first
responder, a deployed troop or a veteran. 

Cemetery visitation

Research what veteran cemeteries are in your vicinity, then plan a trip to visit one of them. Bring
flowers and/or U.S. flags to place on some of the graves as an additional expression of honor.

Send a care package

This is a great idea for workplace teams as well as families. Visit the Support Our Troops® website for
recommendations of which items to include in your package, as well as which products to avoid
sending.

Random act of kindness

Former and current service members often sport their military attire on Memorial Day. If you find
yourself in line with a service member at a restaurant or coffee shop, offer to pay for their order as a
small “thank you” for their commitment to our country.

Cubicle décor

The week before Memorial Day, consider decorating your cubicle with patriotic décor. This could be in
the form of small U.S. flags, a red checkered tablecloth or a banner of red and blue paper stars at your







desk, as depicted on Homedit.com.

Visit a local memorial

What better way to honor the day than by heading to a memorial in your area? If you’re not sure which
sites are near your place of residence, Military.com has done the work for you. Simply browse the
website  and select your state to view memorials close by.

One minute of silence

Each Memorial Day at 3 p.m., U.S. residents across the nation pause for 60 seconds to remember
and ponder the sacrifices of the military, both in the past and in the present. Even if you have to work
through the holiday, take just a moment out of your day to participate in this brief observation that
President Clinton initiated back in 2000.

While backyard barbecues are a common sight on Memorial Day, consider supplementing your
celebration this year by incorporating any of these 10 ideas into your family’s festivities.
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How to Celebrate Mother's Day on a Budget
Ways to celebrate Mom without breaking the bank

In an ideal world, you would have unlimited funds to spend on celebrating Mother’s Day; however,
most of us operate on a tight budget. Even though your funds might be limited, the love, fun and joy of
Mother’s Day doesn’t have to be, especially with the following tips on how to make Mom’s day special
on a budget.

Breakfast in bed

Moms should be treated like
queens on Mother’s Day, and since
cooking is never on a royal’s to-do
list, why not remind her that she is
queen for the day with breakfast in
bed? Breakfast can be as simple or
as complicated as your cooking
skills allow. Feature her favorite
morning treats along with a simple
rose or her favorite flower and
Mother’s Day will be off to a lovely
start.

Crafty sentiments

Since Mother’s Day is an ideal time
to reminisce and celebrate
wonderful family moments,
MoneyCrashers.com writer Mallory
Hall recommends crafting a memory journal.

“Ask everyone in the family to write down their favorite [memories] in a journal. It can be serious or
silly, whatever you choose, and you can continue to add to the memory journal when the next
Mother’s Day rolls around,” writes Hall.

Expressing love in the form of a poem, card or song is a heartwarming way to make the day
unforgettable, says HelloBeautiful.com senior editor Deborah Bennett.

Picture perfect

Most moms can never have too many photos of their beautiful family. That’s why TheBalance.com
writer Erin Huffstetler suggests finding a great picture of the gang and blowing it up for a frameable
masterpiece.

Chores galore

The dreaded chore list never seems to end, and in most households, it’s Mom who does the bulk of
the work. Show your mom some love by tackling some of her to-dos on Mother’s Day.

“Instead of shelling out hundreds of dollars at an auto detailer, gather up a bucket, a sponge and some
soap to give the family car a bath,” Hall suggests. “Fill up her gas tank, vacuum the inside and use
glass cleaner on the windows and windshield.”

If you’d prefer not to be on car-duty, how about the laundry, vacuuming, dusting or everyone’s favorite
– cleaning the bathroom? You can also surprise your mom by completing a much-overdue home
improvement project such as painting the living room, cleaning up the garden or organizing the
basement or garage.

Twist on a classic

You can’t go wrong with flowers on Mother’s Day, but instead of opting for a fresh-cut bouquet,
Huffstetler recommends you choose a flowering plant that will complement Mom’s garden. Offer to
plant her gift yourself, or spend some time working together to beautify her landscape.







DIY spa

A day at the spa can be costly, so Hall suggests whipping up some beauty treatments yourself for a
DIY spa experience sure to make your mom smile.

“The Internet is loaded with some incredible recipes that are pretty easy to make, including fancy
pantry soaps, peppermint foot scrubs and homemade lip glosses. Find decorative jars and containers
to hold the products, and complete the look with twine and attractive labels,” advises Hall.

Extra ZZZs

Being a mom is literally exhausting, so Hall recommends giving yours the gift of sleep by taking over
childcare responsibilities so she can have a well-deserved snooze.

Remember this old adage rings true, especially on Mother’s Day: It’s the thought that counts.
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Join us for a free educational workshop!
Saturday, April 14th, 9:00 AM - 10:30 AM at Pasadena Headquarters

In California, if you die owning more than $50,000 in real estate and $150,000 in personal property,
whether you have a Will or not, your estate could be subject to the costs, delays and publicity of
probate.

At this seminar you will learn how to avoid probate, appoint guardians for minor children and empower
the right person to make financial and medical decisions for you if you are incapacitated.

Parking is provided. Click Here to RSVP or call 626-351-9651 today!

Just another perk of being a member of our credit union!

When: Saturday morning, April 14th
Time: 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM
Where: Pasadena Headquarters
            670 N. Rosemead Blvd.
            Pasadena, CA 91107

If you would like to schedule a complimentary consultation to discuss and design your Estate Plan,
contact: Natalie Spiwak at 323.251.7059 or natalie@affinitytrusts.com.

Pasadena Service Federal Credit Union • 626-351-9651 • http://www.mypsfcu.org 

Membership News & Notes 







Membership News & Notes 

Think you know about Long Term Care?
Wednesday, April 25th, 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM at Pasadena
Headquarters

Think again, there are so many MYTHS out there. More people will one day
need long-term care (LTC) services at home, in residential care or in a nursing
facility - and the cost for care is rising.

“A government program will take care of me.”
“I don’t need separate LTC protection because I have health insurance.”
“I can save the money I’ll need for LTC services.”
“Only old people need LTC services.”
“LTC protection pays for nursing home care only.”
“I can’t afford LTC insurance.”
“We don’t need LTC protection because we have each other.”

Come hear from Heather Gappy of OneAmerica and Tom Buckley in an
informative workshop, free for all credit union members!

 

Parking is provided. Click Here to RSVP or
call 626-351-9651 today!

When: Wednesday, April 25th
Time: 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
Where: Pasadena Headquarters
            670 N. Rosemead Blvd.
            Pasadena, CA 91107

If you would like to schedule a complimentary
consultation to discuss your options, contact
Tom Buckley at 310-489-1983 or email
thomas.c.buckley@lpl.com.
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Annual Meeting Celebration - Your Invitation!

Please join us Wednesday, May 9th for our Annual Meeting celebration! Festivities begin at 3:30PM at
our main branch located at 670 N. Rosemead Blvd., Pasadena. Come celebrate with credit union
employees, members, board of directors, and our valued business partners. 

Delicious Food and Refreshments
Door Prizes and Giveaways

At the Annual Meeting, we'll also be sharing exciting information about the future of your credit union!

Click Here to RSVP or call 626-351-9651 today!
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Are you ever too young to invest?
Time and compounding is a simple equation with potentially
powerful long-term results.

Time and compounding is a simple equation with potentially powerful long-term results.
Compounding -- the best kept secret of long-term investment success. The word compounding
describes what happens when your investment earns money and this amount is reinvested and
generates more earnings.

“How did it get so late so soon?” – Dr. Seuss
Dr. Seuss’s whimsical take on life has been delighting children of all ages for generations. His simple,
but powerful words continue to resonate today, even in the context of planning for a financially secure
future. Because when you get right down to it, the younger you are, the more you potentially have to
gain by taking advantage of the time ahead of you.

Compounding: A Snowball Effect
The word compounding describes what happens when your investment earns money and this amount
is reinvested and generates more earnings. The process of compounding has often been compared to
the way a snowball grows as it rolls downhill. You might say that a longer investment time frame is
akin to a bigger hill, because each creates conditions for greater growth potential. And thanks to the
potential role of compounding, the more you invest, the more significant the potential long-term
benefit. For example, assume that two workers both earn $30,000 annually. Each invests 6% of
income and receives a 3% raise each year. Investor A never increases her investment, but Investor B
increases her investment by 1% of income each year until she is eventually investing 12% of income.
Over the course of 30 years, each account earns an 8% average annual investment return. The
result? At the end of the 30-year period, Investor A would have $296,864, whereas Investor B would
have $535,005 -- simply because she took advantage of time and gradually increased her investment
amount. 1

Time and Compounding- A Simple Equation
One easy way to estimate how long it may take for compounding to help double the value of an
investment is to use the “rule of 72.” Here’s how it works: Divide 72 by the rate of return earned by an
investment. The number you end up with equals the approximate number of years it would take for
the investment to double in value, assuming it continues to earn the same return. For example, an
investment earning an 8% annual return would double in value in about nine years (72/8 = 9).

Stay in It for the Long Term
Maintaining a long-term time frame may also give you the luxury of being able to tolerate short-term
market volatility. Because while past performance cannot guarantee future results, it’s worth noting
that longer-term holding periods have often been associated with a lower likelihood of portfolio losses.

 
1This is a hypothetical example intended for illustrative purposes only and does not represent the
performance of an actual investment. Your results will vary. LPL Tracking # 1-523341
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6 Most Anticipated Movies of the Summer
Get your tickets early for these summer blockbusters

Summer is synonymous with carefree days, fun in the sun and much-anticipated cinema. After
soaking up some rays or trying to avoid a summer shower, escape into the cold A/C of the theater,
grab a bucket of buttery popcorn and let the following much-hyped movies sweep you away.

“The Incredibles 2”

An animated film from Pixar
Animation Studios and Walt Disney
Pictures is always a crowd- and
family-favorite. The long-awaited
sequel detailing the adventures of
the lovable, crime fighting
superhero family, “The Incredibles,”
hits theaters in June. There’s a bit
of a role reversal in “The
Incredibles 2” as Helen (mom)
heads to work and relinquishes
caregiving duties to Bob (dad). As
everyone adjusts to the changes in
the family dynamics, they also
have to contend with a new villain
as well as the littlest Incredible,
Jack-Jack, coming into his own
powers.

“Solo: A Star Wars Story”

Another glimpse into moviegoers’ favorite galaxy far, far away hits theaters at the end of May with the
release of “Solo: A Star Wars Story.” According to MovieInsider.com, this feature takes “place 10
years prior to Star Wars: Episode IV – A New Hope (1977),” and audiences will get to see the
adventures of Han and his trusted companion, Chewbacca.

“Avengers: Infinity War”

Although this super-powered adventure movie has more of a spring release date (May 4), “Avengers:
Infinity Wars” is the ideal kickoff to a season of sensational cinema. Earth’s favorite protectors, the
Avengers, reunite to fight the evil Thanos who is determined to destroy the planet. No doubt there will
be incredible fight scenes, spectacular special effects and an intense story as these superheroes fight
to save the world once again.

“Mission: Impossible – Fallout”

Summer just isn’t summer without witnessing Tom Cruise doing impossible things, and on July 27
audiences will get to see all he can do and more with the release of “Mission: Impossible – Fallout.” In
this action-packed film, Ethan Hunt (Cruise) uses his extraordinary intelligence, courage and
physicality, along with some help from trusted colleagues, to right a derailed mission.

“Ocean’s 8”

In this installment of the Ocean’s saga, girls get to have all the fun. Debbie Ocean, played by
Oscar-winning actress Sandra Bullock, has set her sights on a seemingly impossible, highly
glamorous, star-studded setting for a heist: the Met Gala. But she can’t do it alone. “Ocean’s 8”
features a female-led cast of characters determined to swindle a necklace, worth a staggering $150
million, from the neck of Daphne Kluger (Anne Hathaway). Audience members should prepare
themselves for a fast-moving, thrilling time.

“Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation”

Dracula, voiced by Adam Sandler, along with his daughter Mavis (Selena Gomez), son-in-law Johnny
(Andy Samberg) and beloved friends are setting sail for an overdue vacation aboard the Monster







Cruise Ship. Every family vacation, even those of monster families, tends to endure hilarious ups and
downs, and in “Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation,” there’s also love in the air. This animated
feature will transport you and your family on an unforgettable summer vacation.

The above films guarantee your summer will be filled with action, super heroes, hilarious characters
and adventure.
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Spring Planting 101
Basics for creating a beautiful garden that’ll last the year

Nothing indicates that spring has sprung better than a lush garden overflowing with blooming bulbs,
bright greens and fragrant scents. If daffodils and tulips have a special place in your heart or you
dream of adding fresh herbs from your very own garden to your dinner prep routine, these spring
planting lessons can make it all both possible and easy.

Create a blueprint for your
garden

If you’re starting from scratch, it’s
important to hammer out the details
of your garden before you begin
digging. According to Better Homes
and Gardens, first decide on what
you are going to grow — flowers
(annuals or perennials), fruits,
vegetables, herbs or a combination
of the above. The magazine
recommends that you choose your
garden location based on the
needs of what you’re planting.
Avoid direct sunlight for shade
plants and find a sunnier spot for
plants that require healthy doses of
sunshine.

Prep the area

Once you’ve established where the garden will grow, it’s time to renew the ground and soil after the
wrath of winter. If there’s sod where you want to plant, BHG.com says digging it out altogether will
provide the quickest and most effective results.

BHG.com writes: “Soil needs a boost. The solution is simple: organic matter. Add a two- to three-inch
layer of compost, decayed leaves, dry grass clippings, or old manure. If you dig soil, till the organic
matter into the soil. If you decide not to dig or are working with an established bed you can't dig, leave
the organic matter on the surface and it will work its way into the soil in a few months.”

Stick to a schedule

Depending on your neck of woods, early spring might still be too cold to crack the earth, so BHG.com
recommends starting your garden inside by planting seeds in a temporary indoor garden.

If you take this approach, you won’t have to invest in new planters. There are a variety of containers at
your disposal, including some you might already have in your home that are perfect for giving your
seedlings a healthy start. Fix.com writer Laura Newcomer suggests adding soil and seeds to citrus
fruit halves, K-cups, paper cups, yogurt containers, an egg carton, eggshells or ice cube trays. While
these may make for unorthodox planters, they will do the trick perfectly.

Despite the chilliness of early spring, BHG.com says it is the ideal time of year to get potatoes, onions
and artichokes in the ground. Mid-spring should bring sunnier days and more pleasing temperatures,
which makes the recommended chores of building new flower beds, spreading mulch, transplanting
your seedlings and planting “hardy annuals” much easier.

As far as what you should lay down for a vegetable garden or annuals, BHG.com recommends a
variety of mulches that will decompose within a few months. When planting perennials, bark chips or
some other long-lasting variety of mulch should hold.

Be patient and diligent

Although it’s your garden, Mother Nature is ultimately the one in control, so you might have to bend to
her will or at least wait until temperatures and conditions improve in order to create the garden of your







dreams. If you don’t see results within the first few weeks, don’t despair. A good garden takes time,
love and tenderness to flourish, and it is essential that you provide all of the above.  

With your soil prepped, seeds planted and mulch laid, you might think your job is done, but you’re just
beginning. A garden is a living, ever-changing ecosystem you’ve created, and it needs ongoing
attention. To keep your garden thriving, BHG.com recommends watering as needed, weeding
regularly and sprinkling a dry fertilizer across your plants when spring is about half over.

Your garden can be as big or as small as you want it to be. With a thorough plan, a strong foundation
and constant attention, your garden will abound with beauty through spring and beyond.
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