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And the 2015-2016 Scholarship Winners are...

Each year, NW Plus CU is pleased to offer Scholarships to those pursuing a higher education. We
continue to have applications that amaze our scholarship selection teams and this year was no
different! We are pleased to announce the following members have been awarded a scholarship for
the 2015-2016 school year from NW Plus CU. 
 
Post Secondary Winners - 

Dana Arenz received $2,000.  In an effort to learn all she can for her study, Dana job shadows
physicians and is often able to offer ideas about the prognosis helping her to gain a better
understanding of the medical field.  She hopes to one day provide healthcare in third-world
countries soon after medical school.   Her medical school of choice is the University of Hawaii. 
She is studying to become a OB/GYN  and is currently at the University of Washington for her
undergraduate requirements.
Sarah Kaye received $2,000.  From being involved in Student Government in High School to
being a part of the American Institute for Aeronautics and Astronautics at Cal Poly, Sarah has
always been involved and as she put it "there is nothing like flying; it is freedom and
perspective".  Due to her passion for Aerospace, she is studying to become an Aerospace
Engineer at Cal Poly.

High School Winners - 

Jeriah Bankson received $1,000.  Currently a student at Stanwood High School, Jeriah helps
with the Stanwood/Camano Food Bank, is part of the National Honor Society, is part of the
Cross Country Team, Science Team, Spanish Club, Hi Q and the Knowledge Bowl.  Jeriah will
begin studying at Whitworth University and hopes to become an Astrophysicist.
Riley Flynn received $1,000.  Riley currently attends Burlington-Edison High School where he
is very involved with DECA, and has been the Vice President of the Honors Society Club and
JV Soccer Captain.  Riley plans on pursuing a career in Business Management and
Administration.  
Danielle Fortin received $750.  Danielle currently attends Stanwood High School where she is
very involved in the Stanwood High School Science Team and her Church.  She works as a
Youth Camp Leader and is a counselor girls sixteen to eighteen at her church.  She has been
accepted at Brigham Young University in Provo and plans on pursuing a career in Molecular
Biology.  She hopes to eventually earn her PhD.  
Nicole Edwards received $750.  Nicole is a student at Burlington-Edison High School where
she is actively involved in the Girl's Basketball Team, Girl's Varsity Swim Team, the National
Honor Society and Tiger Mentorship Program.  She is also involved in the Christian youth
organization, Younglife.  Nicole's goal is to study at the University of Washington in hopes of
becoming an Environmental Engineer.
Caitlin Lingrey received $500.  Caitlin attends Stanwood High School where she is involved in
Track and Field, Booster Track Camp, and the Science Team.  She also volunteers at
the Camano Island Animal Shelter and the Food Bank.   While Caitlin hasn't decided on a
college as of yet, she has been accepted to the Honors Programs at 4 different colleges.  She
hopes to obtain a degree in Forensic Science.



NW Plus would like to congratulate all of these winners and thank everyone that applied for a
scholarship.

NW Plus CU • 800-456-6481 • https://www.nwpluscu.com/ 

 



 

$150 CASH in your pocket!
For a limited time only, we'll pay you to refinance your auto loan.

Do you have an Auto Loan somewhere other than at NW Plus CU? We’d like to pay you to refinance
with NW Plus CU. For a limited time, refinance your auto loan from another lender to NW Plus CU and
NW Plus CU will pay you $150* at closing.    And, the best part is, our rates are very competitive, so
we can possibly save you money on your monthly payment. 

 

To view our lending rates, click here.

If you would like to apply for a refinance, click here.

If you would like to talk to someone about your loan, click here or visit your local branch location.

*Payoffs will be made directly to the lender who holds your auto financing. If your loan pays off before
180 days, the $150 will be added to payoff amount. Rate is based upon credit score. Some
restrictions may apply.
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Want to offer Credit Union membership to your
fellow employees?
We make it easy!

You already know what a great financial benefit belonging to a Credit Union is. But, did you know that
NW Plus CU can be listed as a benefit of employment at your place of work? If you work for someone
that you think would be interested in helping your co-workers save money and learn about the
benefits of Credit Union Membership, just email us with the company name and a contact person. We
will send information out right away to your employer and who knows, you may even see us
presenting at your next all staff meeting or sitting in your lunchroom letting your co-workers know
about the great opportunities available with credit union membership.

And just think, this all happened because of you!

 

Email us 
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Need a Mortgage or Want to Refinance?
Check this out

Have you been thinking about purchasing a home or refinancing your existing home but weren’t sure
when the right time to do this would be? Well, now is the right time and NW Plus is the right place! We
are offering our members a reduced Loan Origination Fee, currently at .50%. With a lower Loan
Origination Fee, you will pay less to obtain your mortgage and have more money in your pocket. 

Want to shop around for a mortgage? No problem, we can give you a FREE Good Faith Estimate that
will allow you to compare the costs associated with doing a Mortgage Loan with other lenders. Why
would we give you a FREE Good Faith Estimate? Because we are positive you will find us to be the
one you want to work with.

For our current rates, click here.

One question that is asked quite frequently when looking to purchase or refinance a loan is “what
does the APR really mean?”   APR stands for Annual Percentage Rate. This is the amount you will
pay when all fees and other costs associated with doing a mortgage are calculated into the mortgage
payment. The closer the APR is to your Note Rate, the better. If you have a note rate of 2% and an
APR of 4%, you are paying a lot of fees and other items that may not be necessary to obtain the loan. 

When you are looking to buy or refinance, check us out first. We can pre-approve you so that you
know how much home you can really afford. 

Want to apply for a new mortgage? Click here

Want to apply to refinance your current mortgage? Click here

To talk with a Mortgage Loan Officer, email us or call us at 425.322.0076 or 800.456.6481. 

*NW Plus CU is an Equal Opportunity Lender. 
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Looking to spruce up your place but have limited
equity in your home?
NW Plus has a Home Improvment Loan with you in mind!

Our Home Improvement Loan offers you the ability to receive up to $7,500 for home improvements
without the use of your home as collateral. There is no loan fee as you would expect with a Home
Equity Loan and the loan process can turn around very quickly compared to a mortgage loan. We
have lowered our Home Improvement Loan rate to 6.75%* for a Limited Time! 
 
So, if you want to paint your home, fix the roof, carpet your bedroom, there is no time like the
present.  Contact us today.
 
*Some restrictions may apply.   Rate is based upon credit score and is subject to change without
notice. APR (Annual Percentage Rate)

NW Plus CU • 800-456-6481 • https://www.nwpluscu.com/ 

 



 

Keep Your Debit Card and VISA Credit Card
Working When On Vacation 
Notify NW Plus that you will be out of town

With summer season here; it’s time for some vacation fun. While your thoughts may be on packing or
where to go, don’t forget to contact us if you will be out of the area or country and using your NW Plus
VISA Debit Card or NW Plus Visa Credit Card. 

 

To protect your cards from fraudulent use, we monitor them. If your card is suddenly used in another
country or for an unusual amount anywhere, our Risk Management Department will send you an
automated call. You’ll be asked to contact NW Plus to verify this transaction was valid. 

For your protection, and if we cannot reach you, your NW Plus VISA Debit Card or NW Plus VISA
Credit Card can be shut down to guard against potential fraud. NW Plus wants you to enjoy your
vacation and use your NW Plus VISA Debit Card or Credit Card at your convenience. With this in
mind, we want to ask that you please keep us informed of your plans so we can protect your account
information and your NW Plus VISA Debit Card and VISA Credit Card. 

All of this brings up another point, please make sure that we have a correct phone number on file for
you. If we can’t reach you, your card may be shut down.

 

 

To notify us of your upcoming vacation, please visit your local branch, call us at 425.297.1000 or
800.456.6481 or email us. 

Here’s to a safe and fun summer!
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April was Youth Month
Thanks to everyione who maked it a success!

We hope you had a chance to visit our Zoo inspired branches during the month of April and were able
to partake in the fun! We want to take this moment to thank everyone who opened accounts or made
deposits to a youth account during the month of April. 

In April, we opened 119 share accounts with a total of $63,652 deposited into these accounts! That’s
some good savings for the future!   The youth are our future and teaching them good financial habits
now will last them into adulthood.

And, as a bonus, for each new account opened or deposit made for a youth, they were entered into a
drawing for a Yearlong Family Pass to the Woodland Park Zoo.     The winner of the Zoo Pass was:

Jaxson! 

We would like to take this moment to thank everyone and we encourage all youth to keep up the good
work by depositing their funds into their accounts and looking to NW Plus CU for their new accounts
when they need them.
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Your New NW Plus CU EMV Credit Card
Coming Soon to your mailbox!

If you have a credit card with NW Plus CU, you will soon be receiving a new credit card that is
enhanced with EMV Chip Technology.    This new chip technology creates a unique transaction code
for every purchase you make that cannot be used again.   In doing this, it is creating a more secure
way to pay for your items. This chip technology is currently being used in Europe, Canada, Mexico
and other global markets and is just now being introduced in the United States. 

So, how does this new card work? EMV stands for Europay, MasterCard, Visa and it is a
micro-computer chip that provides increased security. EMV chip cards are equipped with a small
metallic square on the front of the card that holds your card information. This chip makes it extremely
difficult to copy should it be lost or stolen. EMV originated in Europe and has been instrumental in
preventing the spread of credit card fraud.    To use your new card you will do the following:

·         Swipe your card like normal. 

o   If the terminal is not chip card-enabled (merchants are migrating to this new technology and not all
have the chip card-enabled software), the transaction will be processed the same as normal.

o   If the terminal is chip card-enabled, the terminal will read the magnetic stripe and recognize it as a
chip card. The message on the terminal screen will read “Please insert the chip card into the terminal.”

§ If prompted to insert your card into the terminal, insert your card.

§ The terminal will authenticate your chip card and keep it safely inside the terminal until you’ve
finished your transaction.

§ This authentication process prevents someone else from using your card.

·         Remember your PIN

o   Terminals may use different formats to authenticate the card user. There are two methods that can
be used to authenticate the cardholder. 

§ PIN Authentication 

§ Signature Based

·         Remove your card when transaction is done

o   After you receive your transaction receipt, and before you leave, remember to remove your card.
Some terminals will beep to remind you, but others won’t. 

Now, that you know how to use your new card, you will be on your way to a more secure way of
shopping.   If you should have any questions about your new card, please call us at 425.297.1000 or
800.456.6481 or email us at info@nwpluscu.com. 
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Best Vehicles for Summer
The open road and warm weather form a fantastic duo

The warmer weather is here, which can only mean one thing: summer vacation road trips! Whether
you’re going out with friends or with the whole family, having the right vehicle can make all the
difference.

 

2015 Chevrolet Camaro Convertible

What’s better than driving down the highway in an American icon that won’t break the bank? The 2015
Camaro Convertible is the epitome of affordable performance and it starts at an MSRP of $23,705.
Power comes from a 323 hp V6 engine, or an available V8 engine that bumps the power up to 426
horses. For those who demand even more, the Camaro ZL1 uses a supercharged 6.2-liter V8 for a
pavement torching 580 horsepower. A nine-speaker Boston Acoustics audio system, Chevrolet
MyLink and the safety and security of OnStar vehicle telematics are all on hand to keep you
connected. AutoTrader added, "For those interested in big off-the-line acceleration and burnout
potential combined with sharp handling skills and respectable fuel economy, the 2015 Camaro
delivers it all. It almost sounds too good to be true.”

 

2015 Jeep Wrangler

The Jeep Wrangler is among the most recognized vehicles on the road today and its fan base is a
rabid one with good reason. Recent accolades include being named to KBB.com’s “10 Coolest Cars
Under $25,000," who also gave it a “Best Resale Value Award." 

 

Starting at an MSRP of $22,795, the 2015 Wrangler adds even more equipment including an
improved sound system, and a new toolkit to help remove the roof, doors and bumper, making the
Wrangler the ultimate off-road companion. Just think of the memories you’ll make when roads aren’t
your boundary.  If you need more room, the four-door Wrangler Unlimited is also available.  

 

"With roots going all the way back to the Willy’s ‘Jeep’ used during WWII, the iconic Jeep Wrangler is
one of the purest and most capable SUVs on the market today,” according to Left Lane News.

 

2015 Chrysler 300

Sitting in the lap of luxury is
a great way to make any trip
more memorable, and the
300 is a great choice with



stand out design, impressive
performance, solid fuel
efficiency and heaps of
luxury amenities. Aside from
the most powerful V6 engine
in its class and an available
V8 engine that pushes over
360 horsepower and nearly
400 lb/ft of torque, the 300 is
available with features like
Poltrona Frau leather, the
Uconnect infotainment
system with the largest
touchscreen in its class and
an incredible 19-speaker
audio system by
harman/kardon. There are
also over 80 safety and
security features. 

 

Cars.com noted, “The 2015 Chrysler 300's attention-grabbing styling, elegant interior and composed
road manners convey an overall classiness that rivals other large sedans."  

 

2015 Kia Sedona

The Sedona is all-new for 2015 and it features a design like nothing else in the segment, sporting a
blend of crossover and minivan. A recent winner of Motor Trend’s “Minivan Big Test” where the
Sedona toppled the Honda Odyssey, Toyota Sienna and Chrysler Town & Country. The Sedona was
also named the 2015 AutoBytel Van/Minivan of the Year. The newest Sedona sports some of the
most impressive features you can find in a minivan including first-class lounge seating, a heated
steering wheel, UVO infotainment system and an Infinity audio system. You’ll also find seating for up
to eight passengers, and up to 142 cubic feet of cargo capacity, so even a cross-country road trip with
the family is attainable.

 

Regardless of what you choose, the right financing is only a phone call away. Or simply stop by and
let us get you on your way to making memories this summer.
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Random Acts of Kindness Ideas
Make someone else’s day — and yours!

They say kindness is contagious. The more nice things you do for others, the more that makes others
prone to do the same. That said, what goes around comes around — performing random acts of
kindness upon others can make you happier, too, over the long haul.
 

“People who engage in kind acts become happier over time,” says Sonja Lyubomirsky, Ph.D., a
professor of psychology at the University of California, Riverside. “When you are kind to others, you
feel good as a person—more moral, optimistic and positive.”

 

So, where do you start? Here are some ideas on ways you can make someone’s day that much better
— and yours as well.

Treat the next person in line - Standing in line for your lunch or sitting in a drive-through? Buy
something for the person in line behind you. Knowing that you will make a stranger’s day better can
help you have a better day, too, and likely make them pass on another act of kindness to someone
else. If you’re feeling extra
generous, you can buy
multiple people’s orders. 

 

Volunteer – You can
choose to volunteer at a
food bank, a neighborhood
cleanup, or you can even be
a chaperone on your child’s
trip. No matter where you
choose to volunteer your
time, you’re bound to feel
great, and help others feel
the same for donating your
time to them. In fact,
science proves this to be
true.

 

“People who volunteer tend
to have higher self-esteem,
psychological well-being,
and happiness,” says Mark
Snyder, a psychologist and
head of the Center for the Study of the Individual and Society at the University of Minnesota. ”All of
these things go up as their feelings of social connectedness goes up, which in reality, it does. It also



improves their health and even their longevity.”

Leave money in random places - For example, place change in the gumball dispenser so the next
person who uses it gets it free. Or tape a dollar or two to the office vending machine with a note
stating that “The next snack’s on me!” Whoever is next to purchase their snack will no doubt be put in
a better mood, and you’ll feel better knowing you helped someone with just a few bucks and some
creativity. 

Don’t skimp on compliments - It’s the easiest way to brighten someone’s day, and doesn’t cost you
a thing, nor requires a lot of effort. If you can find something to compliment — whether it’s someone’s
outfit, their new haircut, how well their presentation went — then let that person know. Even the
smallest comments of praise can make someone smile, and make you feel better about your own self.

Give thanks - Community life-saving professionals, like police officers and fire fighters, often don’t get
the thanks they deserve. It’s important to take a moment and think about all they’ve done in the past
and present, and tell them how appreciative you are of their work, be it a phone call, letter or email.
These people risk their lives to save others every day, and offering a simple “thanks” can mean all the
difference. In addition, you can also thank your family, friends and other loved ones if they’ve recently
done something you’re grateful for.

 

Kindness really is contagious after all, so get out there today and make a positive difference.
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Your Next Luxurious Getaway: York Harbor, Maine
If you’re looking for a serene and beautiful vacation, York Harbor is
your destination

If your idea of the perfect luxurious escape consists of beaches, upscale lodging and excellent cuisine,
then York Harbor, Maine is the perfect place to get away. Known for its classic elegance, charm and
beautiful views, York Harbor has everything you need for the perfect luxury vacation. 

 

Where to stay

 

Book your stay at one of the
many top-notch hotels, like
the York Harbor Inn, which
was deemed Country Living
Magazines’ "Inn of the
Month” and has been
featured on Travel
Channel’s “Great Country
Inns.” Rooms at the inn
dazzle with Maine charm,
and come equipped with
fireplaces, a Jacuzzi spa tub,
and a deck, not to mention
breathtaking ocean views.
Eat in the dining room of the
1637 Restaurant, or check
out the Tavern Bar and Tap
Room or The Pub, both of
which have live
entertainment most nights.
In addition, the York Harbor
Inn has an outdoor tub open
all year round.

 

Another option is for lodging includes the Stage Neck Inn, which holds a number of deluxe guest
rooms with views of either the garden, beach, harbor or ocean. If you’re not walking to the beach,
there’s plenty to do at the hotel. Hit up the day spa, swim in both the indoor and outdoor pools, play
tennis or indulge in its luxurious fine dining accommodations. 

 

Where to eat



 

Speaking of restaurants, the Dockside Restaurant is a must visit for foodies. Feast on local, organic
foods while you take in some of the best views of one of the many beautiful harbors in Maine. There’s
also the Central Restaurant & Bar, famous for casual American cuisine with a twist. Head over for
lunch, dinner, or just for small plates, dessert or drinks. 

 

The Union Grill at Union Bluff is another classic restaurant in the area, featuring a delicious upscale
American bistro style menu. Choose from a wealth of delicious local seafood, from lobster ravioli to
grilled Atlantic swordfish and pan-seared haddock, plus other options like filet mignon and rack of
lamb. They have an extensive breakfast menu as well. 

 

What to do

 

During your stay in York Harbor, you’ll want to head over to Cape Neddick Light, the infamous 41-foot
lighthouse dedicated by the U.S. Lighthouse Service that has been in use since 1879. One of the
most classic examples of a lighthouse, Cape Neddick Light is voted number one on the top things to
do in York, Maine, according to TripAdvisor. 

 

Other relaxing activities on your trip can include taking a stroll along Wiggley Bridge Walk or
Fisherman’s Walk, as you take in the stunning views of York River. Once you hit the Stage Neck Inn,
continue straight on to the beach, where you’ll pick up the trail for Cliff Walk. 

 

Of course, what’s a trip to York Harbor without a visit to the beach or filled with water activities? York
Harbor Beach is one of the main beaches in the state, nestled along a rocky shoreline and in close
vicinity of shops and restaurants. You could also relax on the other beaches in the area or take part
in lively water activities. Rent a kayak from Excursions, take a sea kayak, or bike adventure along the
coast of Maine with Harbor Adventures.

 

If boating is more your style, you can find boating and marine supplies at York Harbor Marine Services
on Harris Island. Take a scenic cruise or head out for some deep sea fishing on the Bigger 'n Better
Sportfishing Charter Boat, Shearwater Charters or Rip Tide Charters. 

 

No matter what you do, where you stay or where you dine, a visit to York Harbor Maine is the recipe
for the perfect escape. Start planning your trip today. 
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Green Summer Camps
Sign your kids up for ecological responsibility

Summer camps are great for both kids and their parents. Why not send them to a summer camp that
does all that, as well as teaches them about eco-friendly living? Here are five great camps across
North America that incorporate fun with teaching sustainable living.

 

Plantation Farm Camp (California)

 

This certified green overnight camp is located in Cazadero, on the northern Sonoma County coast.
Established in 1952, this 500-acre co-ed, traditional camp hosts children ages 8 to 17. Campers learn
what it’s like to live on a sustainable farm and how to care for animals, milk cows, tend a garden,
compost and feed pigs. The camp emphasizes living responsibly in an environmental way — using
minimal resources and maximizing time spent outdoors. Plantation Farm also offers similar camps in
the winter and spring at discounted rates. For more information, visit http://plantationcamp.com.

 

Gwynn Valley (North
Carolina)   

 

For kids in kindergarten
through eighth grade, this
320-acre overnight camp in
Brevard has been around
since 1935.

 

“Mary Gwynn created (the)
camp based on the values
of simplicity, acceptance, a
non-competitive program
and an appreciation of the
natural world,” according to
the camp’s website. “These
values are still embraced by
Gwynn Valley today.”

 

Campers gather eggs, grow
popcorn and learn about the
web of life in order to foster
a connection with the land. Not only does Gwynn Valley recycle, compost, use compact fluorescent



lighting and have low-flow shower heads, but they also serve 70 percent homegrown food from its
own farm and heat 70 percent of the camp’s hot water with fallen or dead trees found on the
property. For more information, visit http://www.gwynnvalley.com.

 

Eden Village Camp (New York)

 

In Putnam Valley near the Appalachian Trail, you will find Eden Village. This non-profit Jewish
environmental overnight camp for third- to 12th-graders teaches up-to-date sustainable habits. On 248
acres, the camp has a zero-waste goal and serves only organic kosher food, mostly from its farm. It
also runs on solar power and biodiesel. Campers take part in organic farming, wilderness adventures,
natural science and animal care, as well as helping to build and renovate cob ovens, straw bale huts
and rainwater catchment systems. For more information, visit http://edenvillagecamp.org.

 

Camp Kawartha (Ontario, Canada)

 

This environmental education center in Lakefield proves that instilling the importance of green living is
important worldwide. Campers’ sessions focus on creating a caring and motivated youth and inspiring
environmental leadership. The camp offers day and overnight camp for kids ages 5-17, plus more
than 80 curriculum-based programs. The center is home to one of Canada’s most eco-friendly
buildings — it has straw bale and hemp walls, solar power, a wetland water treatment system and a
living roof — and a straw bale solar greenhouse. For more information, visit http://campkawartha.ca.

 

Audubon summer day camps (Nationwide)

 

All across the nation, state chapters of the National Audubon Society host day or overnight camps led
by environmental educators that help kids discover nature and teach them about conservation. 

 

For example, the overnight summer camp at Wildwood in southern New Hampshire gives participants
the chance to explore the environment while gaining a greater respect for nature and our role in
maintaining it. For more information, and to find an Audubon Society near you, visit
http://www.audubon.org.

 

Summer camps are all about getting active outdoors, but not all of them practice environmentalism.
Finding a camp that boasts solar power, green architecture, sustainable farms and organic gardens,
plus teaches future generations is a great way to teach children how to live a green life.
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Your Wedding Attire Guide
Clueless about what to wear to a wedding? Help is on the way

It’s officially wedding season! Not only are there tons of decisions that the bride and groom have to
make before their big day, guests often have their fair share of choices to make as well — like what to
wear.

 

Sometimes, figuring out the type of attire to wear to a wedding is the hardest part about the entire the
day. But it’s important not to burden the to-wed couple before their big day.

 

Instead, take a look at their invitation or wedding website, which will likely list the type of wedding
dress code the affair will be — from black tie formal affairs to the casual experiences. But what do all
those terms mean? Find out here:

 

Black Tie
Typically for weddings held
in the evening, black tie is
the second most formal
wedding attire suggestion.

Women: A long cocktail
dress or evening gown. Like
white tie, the dress should
preferably be in a classic,
neutral color such as black,
beige, brown or navy blue.

 

“If you’re attending a
black-tie wedding, it’s
particularly important to go
long and whatever you do,
don’t wear a super short,
leggy cocktail dress,” says
Jamie Miles, TheKnot.com’s
assistant managing editor.
“You don’t want to steal
attention from the bride, or
show too much skin in the
formal photos.”



Men: A tuxedo including a black bow tie, cummerbund and black, patent leather shoes.

White Tie
The most formal of all weddings, white tie attire isn’t common among everyday brides and grooms. In
fact, it’s typically the type of attire worn to state dinners or even the Oscars. However, it’s still
important to know what to wear in case the occasion arises.

Men: A tuxedo including a long black jacket with tails, a white pique vest, a bow tie and optional white
gloves for dancing. Shoes would be formal and black in color.

Women: A long ball gown, preferably in a classic, neutral color such as black, beige, brown or navy
blue. Makeup, hair and jewelry should be glamorous and chic.

Formal/Black Tie Optional
This phrasing means the wedding is slightly more informal than black tie, but the latter’s attire can still
be fitting.

Men: While a tuxedo isn’t required, it’s still appropriate to wear one if you’d like. If not, a formal dark
suit and tie will work just fine.

Women: Options include a long formal dress, a formal cocktail-length dress or even an elegant suit.

 

Beach Formal
Beach weddings get a rep of being casual, so “beach formal” is usually used when the wedding is held
on a beach or beach atmosphere, but is intended to be more formal (think sparkling sand, blue waters
and charming sunsets).

Men: A summer suit with a linen shirt, linen pants or khakis and sandals. Ties are not required.

Women: A summer sundress or maxi dress with sandals or wedges. While dolling up hair and makeup
is perfectly fine, women can also opt to wear their hair naturally, sans makeup.

Casual
While “casual” doesn’t mean it’s appropriate to break out the jeans and tank tops, it is the most
informal of all wedding attire wording.

Men: Dress pants or khakis with a button-down shirt.

Women: A sundress, a casual blouse and skirt, or even nice fabric pants. For shoes, opt for dressy
sandals or wedges.

 

Some other wedding attire rules to keep in mind:

Stay away from white. “Don’t take any chances wearing a white dress (no matter how casual
it is), unless the bride specifically asks guests to wear white,” says Ivy Jacobson, an assistant
editor at TheKnot.com. “Save it for another fabulous summer party!” Women should also avoid
wearing anything close to white, like ivory, beige or champagne.

Keep it PG. Be wary of showing off too much skin. Think of it this way: If you’d wear it to a club,
it’s probably not wedding appropriate.

“[Your outfit] can have one sexy element like a plunging neckline, short hemline, cut out, low
back, or a body con fit, but no more than one,” says Simone Hill, TheKnot.com’s assistant
editor. “It’s a different story if you’re hitting the club, but a wedding is not the club no matter
how low you’re planning to get on the dance floor.”
 
Note the location. While wedding attire wording is the best way to determine what to wear,



you should also take into account where the ceremony is being held for more clues.

“If the ceremony is at a church, you’ll need a pashmina to tone down your barely-there
backless dress,” says Lauren Kay, The Knot’s style editor.  

Follow these helpful suggestions and you’ll look better than ever at your next wedding.
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