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Changes to Service Charge-Free ATM Access

Due to a recent change in ownership of Rite Aid stores, MVSB Debit and ATM cardholders no longer
receive service charge-free ATM access at Rite Aid locations. We realize this was a convenience
some customers enjoyed and we apologize that we will no longer be able to offer this access.

We are pleased to let you know that through our recent affiliation with Savings Bank of Walpole,
cardholders have gained service charge-free ATM access at all Savings Bank of Walpole ATMs.
Savings Bank of Walpole currently has 6 ATM locations in the southwestern part of the state with
several locations bordering Vermont. For a full list of Savings Bank of Walpole ATM locations, please
visit: walpolebank.com.

Cardholders will continue to enjoy service charge-free ATM access at all Merrimack County Savings
Bank and Meredith Village Savings Bank ATMs throughout New Hampshire as well as at all Franklin
Savings Bank locations. For the latest list of service charge-free ATM locations, please visit:
mvsb.com/locations

If you haven’t already, we encourage you to enroll in our ATM Rebate Program. Sign up at any branch
and redeem your ATM receipts for a rebate of up to $10.00 each month.
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When to Consider a Second Mortgage
When is it time to take out a second mortgage?

As your largest asset, your home carries a lot of weight in terms of your current financial health and
your future financial goals. Using your home as collateral, you can acquire a second mortgage to
rectify money troubles or attain something you’ve always dreamed of having for yourself. Whether to
get out from under an outstanding debt or to renovate your kitchen, you must first determine if it’s
appropriate to take out a second mortgage on your home.

Debt 

It might be tempting to take out a
home equity loan or home equity
line of credit to pay off debt,
particularly if you are having
difficulty making payments. Miriam
Caldwell of The Balance notes that
taking this route to pay off an
overloaded credit card will all be for
naught if you do not then take the
effort to curb bad spending habits.
With no balance to pay on your
credit card, you might find yourself
tempted to overspend again, which
can leave you right back where you
started.

Anisha Sekar of NerdWallet
specifies that using a second
mortgage makes the most sense in
instances where the debt carries a higher interest rate than the home equity loan or home equity line.
If, for example, you would pay 10 percent interest on your second mortgage, it would be more
beneficial to use that money to pay off a credit card that carries a 20 percent interest rate. Sekar also
notes that a home equity loan or line of credit can come in handy when paying off medical expenses
not covered by insurance.

Home repairs and renovation

Whether it’s the joy of renovating and updating your home or the pain of necessary repairs, the task of
being a homeowner  is one that is never finished and seldom inexpensive. Borrowing against the
value of your home and taking out a second mortgage can prove an attractive and effective route for
financing a new roof or kitchen remodel.

As Justin Pritchard of The Balance notes, using a second mortgage to pay for home improvements
also proves attractive to lenders because you have a greater likelihood of repaying the loan. This is
because making renovations or repairs directly improves the value of your home, meaning you’ll be
able to command a higher price if you should decide to put it on the market.

Sekar also notes potential tax benefits are available when using a second mortgage toward the
renovation or purchase of a home. In some cases, home equity loans and home equity lines of credit
are tax-deductible if the money is used toward the substantial improvement, construction or purchase
of a home. This, in turn, helps to offset some of the costs associated with taking out the loan.

Caldwell suggests it is in your best interest to take out a second mortgage only for home
improvements that are essential and pressing, like a leaky roof or foundational problems. If your
project is optional, like renovating the bathroom or finishing the basement, consider saving up over
time and minimizing the need for a lump sum by completing the job in phases, if possible.

Other situations might arise that could call for taking out a second mortgage, be it helping to fund your
child’s education or providing for your family after losing your means of income. Whatever the
circumstance, it’s important you shop around to find the best deal available to you, and that you are
keenly aware of the responsibilities involved.
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Slow Cooker Chocolate Lava Cake
A sweet, indulgent bake that’s a cinch to make

Everyone loves to bite into a warm, gooey dessert after dinner, but making such a dessert can take a
lot of extra time and effort, especially if you’re hosting and feeding a large group of people. There’s a
simple solution that most people don’t consider, though: using a slow cooker.

Foodies rave about this recipe for Slow Cooker Chocolate Lava Cake from Meggan on the Culinary
Hill cooking blog. It relies on whole, natural ingredients instead of a pre-packaged cake mix, so you
can adjust the cake to fit your tastes or dietary needs.

This easy-to-make dessert only
requires a couple of steps of
preparation that take 15 minutes,
and it bakes over multiple hours so
you don’t have to hover over it.
Once the cake is in the slow
cooker, you can work on making
dinner or mingling with people and
serve the treat directly from the
ceramic crock once it’s time.

Collecting your ingredients

To bake your slow cooker
chocolate lava cake, you will need
to gather a list of important
ingredients, many of which you
probably already have around your
kitchen.

For the batter, obtain 1 cup
all-purpose flour, 3/4 cup regular granulated sugar, 3 tablespoons cocoa powder, 2 teaspoons baking
powder, 1/4 teaspoon salt, 1/2 cup milk, 1/3 cup unsalted butter and 2 teaspoons vanilla.

For the gooey chocolate topping, gather 1/2 cup sugar, 1/2 cup brown sugar, 1/4 cup cocoa powder
and 1 1/2 cups of hot water.

Making the cake and topping 

In a large bowl, whisk together the sugar, cocoa powder, salt and flour until blended. Then, in the
middle of the bowl pour the milk, vanilla and melted butter. Once all ingredients are smoothly
intermingled, pour the bowl’s contents into the slow cooker.

Before turning on the slow cooker, you need to prepare and add the topping. Whisk the sugar, brown
sugar and cocoa powder together and sprinkle it on the batter. Pour the hot water gingerly and evenly
across the crock’s entire contents. Finally, set the slow cooker on high for 3-4 hours. Keep an eye on
its progress once 3 hours have passed in case it’s ready sooner.

Serving and variations

The most popular ways to eat this warm, rich lava cake are with vanilla ice cream or thick, full
whipped cream plopped on top, but you can experiment with different flavor toppings and even set out
a “bar” of garnishes.

The ingredient amounts listed earlier result in a cake that produces 6-8 servings, but if you need to
serve more people than that, you can double the recipe without having to adjust the cooking time by
much at all.

If you want to make the cake gluten-free and vegan, it doesn’t take much work. Simply substitute the
flour for gluten-free flour, the milk for almond milk, and the butter with vegan margarine. Keep an eye
on the baking, though, because it will probably cook more quickly this way. If you want to make it
healthier, reduce  the sugar in the cake batter and rely on frozen yogurt or fat-free whipped cream as
the topping.



Spend less time in the kitchen and more time with friends and family by making this scrumptious treat
in your slow cooker.
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Protecting Your Business from Malware
Safeguard your company’s data from potential cyber attacks

Malware is a threat to any corporation that stores employee and customer data. Help reduce your
business’ risk of confidentiality breaches by implementing these strategies.

Identify weak spots

The first step to protecting your
business from cyber attacks is
awareness. Aj Agrawal, contributor
with Entrepreneur, recommends
educating yourself on the different
types of malware that hackers use.
Next, identify points of weakness in
your business when it comes to
protecting your data and safely
using technology without
contracting a cyber virus.

Protect the Wi-Fi network

Cox Business member Lisa Majdi
identifies multiple steps to take to
secure your company’s Wi-Fi
network. First off, make sure your
router is in a secure location like a
locked cabinet, so it’s hard for strangers to access it. She also recommends making the router’s
password a strong one and changing the password each business quarter, since the most common
way a hacker can break into the network is to use a default password that the business has failed to
update to a customized one. Lastly, set up a separate network for guests to further minimize the
likelihood that they’ll crack into company data or introduce malware into your business’s private
network. 

Invest in security

Stay Safe Online contributor Shawn Abraham states that it’s important to install multiple layers of
security. Anti-virus software just isn’t enough due to the wide variety in cyber attacks and different
strains of malware. Abraham recommends going with an antivirus, anti-malware, and anti-ransom
ware suite, which will provide your corporation with a more comprehensive defense against breaches.

Data encryption

A hacker’s main goal when using malware is often to access personal information about your
employees and customers. By encrypting your business data, you’ll help ensure that this private
information stays confidential. Most software companies offer encryption applications suitable for
businesses, Abraham points out. Agrawal recommends using full-disk encryption tools for optimal
security. This method will encrypt every file on your drive without slowing it down.

Back up your files

Regularly schedule backups of all company files, which will help you avoid rebuilding files from
scratch in the event of malware infiltration. Robert Siciliano, CEO of IDTheftSecurity.com and
contributor with Business.com, advises using both on-site and cloud methods for backing up your
company’s data. This will provide you with two storage locations for retrieving your information. 

Educate employees about cyber safety 

According to Business Woman Media, inform your staff about malware and how they can protect the
company from data breaches. Such education can be in the form of company-wide training or a
monthly meeting to help remind employees of cyber attack methods like phishing and drive-by
downloads. Train them to avoid opening emails with suspicious subject lines or from unknown
senders. Advise them to use their business phones as a mobile hotspot or set up a virtual private
network (VPN), instead of using a public Wi-Fi network when they’re working remotely.



network (VPN), instead of using a public Wi-Fi network when they’re working remotely.

Establish an emergency response plan

Even if you use a cyber security software suite, educate your staff and take every precaution you can
against malware attacks, there is still a risk that your business’s data could become compromised.
Abraham recommends working with your IT staff to set up guidelines on how to detect attacks before
they happen. It’s also crucial to write down a standard procedure that should be performed when a
malware incident occurs.

By instating these practical safety measures within your business, you’ll increase the security of your
private data while helping protect your company’s files and network.
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