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This month, Mullinax presented a $2,000 check to
New Journey Youth Center.

Ford’s Drive 4 UR School/Community programs allow Mullinax to partner with schools and nonprofit
(501-c3) organizations to help them raise up to $6,000, in one day, at no cost to them!

This month, Mullinax Ford Apopka presented a check for $2,000 to New Journey Youth Center from
their Drive 4 UR Community event.

New Journey Youth Center is an Apopka-based nonprofit that provides kids with afterschool care,
education, and extra-curricular activities at a very low cost. They offer positive self-development
programs for students, grades 6-12.  With the money, up to 16 students can attend their summer camp
program, as well as other needs of the organization as they hope to renovate their center and take
existing programs to the next level.

All Mullinax locations offer this event. If you know of an interested group, let us know!
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Faster Than You Can Read This Headline: New
Mustang GT Can Go 0-to-60 MPH in Less Than Four
Seconds

2018 Mustang GT in Drag Strip mode can reach 60 mph in under four seconds – faster than a
Porsche 911 and setting a new standard as the fastest Mustang GT ever
Redesigned 5.0-liter V8 with all-new available 10-speed SelectShift® automatic sees power
increased to 460 horsepower and 420 lb.-ft. of torque
Drag Strip mode optimizes torque, transmission and newly available custom-designed Michelin
Pilot Sport 4 S tires to deliver maximum acceleration and performance in straight-line driving

DEARBORN, Mich., July 24, 2017 – Ford’s most advanced and powerful Mustang GT is also the
fastest ever, achieving 0-to-60-mph in less than four seconds in Drag Strip mode.

The new Mustang is also faster than a $94,000 Porsche 911 Carrera, which Carl Widmann, Mustang
chief engineer, attributes to five factors:

Improved horsepower and torque output of the redesigned 5.0-liter V8
Maximum acceleration of available Drag Strip mode
Quicker, smoother shifting of the available 10-speed SelectShift® transmission
Optimized traction courtesy of the available custom-designed Michelin Pilot Sport 4 S tires on
new Performance Pack

“Typically, when you shift gears, you give up time,” said Widmann. “In Drag Strip mode, the engine
torque doesn’t drop when you’re shifting. You get peak engine torque and horsepower straight through
thanks to our new Ford-built 10-speed transmission.”

The car’s 5.0-liter V8 now features dual-fuel, high-pressure direct injection and low-pressure port fuel
injection technology for increased power and efficiency. The engine’s 460 horsepower and 420 lb.-ft. of
torque represent improvements over the current model’s 435 horsepower and 400 lb.-ft. The result is an
engine that delivers robust low-end torque, high-rpm power and improved fuel efficiency.

Drivers of EcoBoost®-equipped Mustang also will feel increased power on the strip. The retuned
EcoBoost four-cylinder generates 310 horsepower and 350 lb.-ft. of torque – a 30 lb.-ft. gain over the
current model. In Drag Strip mode with Performance Package and the 10-speed automatic, the 2018
EcoBoost-powered Mustang posts an impressive 0-to-60-mph time of under five seconds.

Drag Strip mode – one of five driver-selectable modes available for 2018 – has been designed to
provide maximum acceleration and performance for straight-line driving. Drag Strip mode is primarily
controlled by the transmission and delivers a significant acceleration boost, eliminating the lost time
usually associated with automatic shifting.

The new 10-speed transmission, with a wide-ratio span and optimized gear spacing, helps deliver
higher average power for acceleration – resulting in improved responsiveness and performance. The
10-speed architecture features Ford-patented power-flow and Ford-patented direct-acting hydraulic
controls. It’s designed for optimum ratio progression and efficiency, and provides more accurate,
quicker upshift and downshift capability.

In addition, an all-new electronic control system features real-time adaptive shift-scheduling algorithms
engineered to help ensure the right gear is engaged at the right time, including skip-shift and direct
downshift capability.



downshift capability.

Compared to the outgoing six-speed, the new 10-speed automatic has quicker shift times and better
low-speed tip-in response. It’s uniquely tuned for all five drive modes – normal, sport, track, Drag Strip
and snow/wet. Steering wheel-mounted shift paddles allow drivers maximum manual control.

“Gearing matters, and in Drag Strip mode, this car launches better than ever off the line,” said
Widmann.

Fans will be able to build and price their very own 2018 Mustang from July 25 by visiting
www.ford.com/mustang/2018. New Mustang is due to reach showrooms this fall.

Source: Media.Ford.com
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Ford Achieves Silver Certification as
Veteran-Friendly Employer

Ford Motor Company’s commitment to veterans recently earned it silver-level certification as a
veteran-friendly employer. The designation from the Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency recognizes the
company’s commitment to recruiting, hiring, training and maintaining veteran talent.

The veteran-friendly employer program helps veterans more easily identify employers committed to
hiring and supporting former service members. Ford was recognized for meeting or exceeding its
veteran hiring goals and implementing internship and on-the-job training programs for veterans.
Additionally, the company’s Veterans Network Group helps veterans with the transition into corporate
culture.

“Ford Motor Company is dedicated to supporting our military personnel, veterans and their families,”
said Bill Dirksen, vice president Labor Affairs, Ford Motor Company. “We value the military experience
of our nation’s brave servicemen and women, the technical skills they gain while serving our great
country and their leadership qualities.”

Click here for more information on the 2017 veteran friendly certification.

Source: Media.Ford.com
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Fried pickles without the fryer

The crunch on these babies is unreal.

Total Time Prep Level Serves
0:25 0:10 Easy 8-10

INGREDIENTS:

1 c. Sliced pickles
1 c. panko bread crumbs
2 tbsp. melted butter
4 tbsp. finely chopped fresh dill
1/2 tsp. garlic powder
1/4 tsp. cayenne pepper
kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
1/2 c. all-purpose flour
2 large eggs, lightly beaten
Ranch dressing, for dipping

DIRECTIONS:



Preheat oven to 450° and line a large baking sheet with parchment paper. Pat pickles dry with
paper towels.

1.

In a medium shallow bowl, mix together panko, butter, dill, garlic powder and cayenne. Season
mixture with salt and pepper.

2.

Working in batches, toss pickle coins in flour until lightly coated, then toss pickles in eggs.
Dredge the pickles in the panko mixture until fully coated.

3.

Place pickles on prepared baking sheet and bake until the coating is golden and crispy, about 15
minutes.

4.

Serve warm with ranch dressing.5.



Source: Delish.com
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Ford Reveals Industry’s First Police Pursuit-Rated
Pickup Truck – the F-150 Police Responder

Purpose-built for the demands of law enforcement, the first pursuit-rated pickup – the 2018 Ford
F-150 Police Responder – joins the industry’s broadest lineup of law enforcement vehicles this
fall
All-new F-150 Police Responder is ready for action with a specially designed interior;
performance features include police-calibrated brake system, all-terrain tires and 18-inch alloy
rims, plus the largest passenger volume of any pursuit-rated vehicle
Performance-rated for speeds up to 100 mph, F-150 Police Responder is engineered for
high-performance capability and durability for both on-road and off-road situations – it’s ideal for
rural environments patrolled by sheriff’s departments, border patrol operations and fish and game
authorities

F-150 Police Responder Fact Sheet

DEARBORN, Mich., July 20, 2017 – Ford is revealing the industry’s first pursuit-rated pickup, the 2018
F-150 Police Responder, giving law enforcement agencies a more versatile and capable patrol vehicle.

Capable of speeds up to 100 mph, the all-new F-150 Police Responder features a powerful and
efficient 3.5-liter EcoBoost® engine and Ford SelectShift® 10-speed transmission, plus four-wheel drive
for all-terrain police performance. The truck offers 375 horsepower and 470 lb.-ft. of torque – more than
any other pursuit-rated police vehicle.

Based on the F-150 FX4 off-road model, the Police Responder’s 145-inch wheelbase sits on a
high-strength steel frame, and features Ford’s high-strength, military-grade, aluminum-alloy SuperCrew
body – giving it the largest passenger volume, payload and towing capacity of any pursuit-rated police
vehicle. The truck features best-in-class front and rear shoulder and hip room, as well as rear legroom.

“Ford’s 2018 F-150 Police Responder is the perfect all-terrain law enforcement vehicle,” said Stephen
Tyler, Ford’s police brand marketing manager. “Aside from its industry-first on-road pursuit capability,
this purpose-built pickup can comfortably seat five, while providing capability in off-road patrol
situations for officers in rural environments patrolled by sheriff’s departments, border patrol operations
and the Department of Natural Resources.”

Additional F-150 Police Responder performance enhancements include a police-calibrated brake
system with upgraded calipers and pad friction material, upgraded front-stabilizer bar for improved
braking and handling and 18-inch alloy wheels with all-terrain tires. An upfit-ready interior features a
column shifter with center-seat delete, heavy-duty cloth front seats with slim bolsters and anti-stab
plates, vinyl rear seating and heavy-duty vinyl flooring for easy cleanup.

A high-output 240-amp alternator is included to support on-board electrical devices, along with a
police-calibrated speedometer, and engine hour and engine idle hour meters. Underbody skid plates
protect the truck from curbs and rough terrain. A standard class IV hitch gives F-150 Police Responder
best-in-class towing capability of 7,000 pounds.

F-150 Police Responder joins the broadest lineup of law enforcement vehicles in the industry. From its
Police Responder Hybrid Sedan – the first pursuit-rated hybrid police vehicle – and market-leading
Police Interceptor Sedan and Utility, to the Special Service F-150 and Expedition, Special Service
Police Sedan and Transit Prisoner Transport Vehicle, Ford offers the right vehicles for a variety of law
enforcement needs.



Source: Media.Ford.com

Mullinax Ford • 866-596-7305 • http://www.mullinaxford.com/locations/index.htm 

 



 

Ford Celebrates 100 Years of Truck History -- from
1917 Model TT to 2017 F-150 Raptor

Ford celebrates 100 years of leadership, innovation, capability and durability for its iconic trucks –
from the Ford TT that kicked off this rich history on this day in 1917 to the new Ford F-Series
lineup
Henry Ford’s vision to create a vehicle with a cab and work-duty frame capable of
accommodating cargo beds and third-party upfit equipment proudly endures a century later in
the Built Ford Tough F-Series lineup – from F-150 to F-750 Super Duty
F-Series reigns as America’s best-selling truck for 40 straight years and best-selling vehicle for
35 straight years, thanks to Ford listening to and understanding the needs of truck owners,
developing customer-centric product innovations, and delivering purpose-built capabilities,
features and configurations; Ford has sold more than 26 million F-Series trucks in the United
States since 1977

DEARBORN, Mich., July 27, 2017 – One hundred years ago today, Ford introduced its first
purpose-built truck, the 1917 Ford Model TT, forever changing the auto industry – and the very nature
of work itself.

A century later, Ford trucks are among the most iconic vehicles in the world. F-Series is America’s
best-selling truck for 40 consecutive years and best-selling vehicle for 35 straight years. In Canada,
Ford F-Series has enjoyed 51 consecutive years as best-selling pickup and now marks seven straight
years as best-selling vehicle.

Throughout this rich history, Ford continuously has worked to improve its trucks by listening to truck
owners and developing new innovations that improve their ability to get the job done. These innovations
give today’s Ford truck owners greater towing and hauling capability, advanced engines for improved
efficiency, and driver-assist technologies that make it easier and more convenient to operate.

Birth of a legend

Nine years after the first Model T saw Ford customers asking for a vehicle that could haul heavier loads
and provide greater utility for work and deliveries. On July 27, 1917, Ford responded with the Model
TT, which retained the Model T cab and engine. The Model TT came with a heavier-duty frame capable
of carrying one ton of payload. The factory price was $600; 209 were sold that year.

Similar to the Fordson tractor introduced in 1917, Henry Ford envisioned a chassis that could
accommodate third-party beds, cargo areas and other add-ons to deliver the increased functionality
needed to get work done. It was a formula for success. By 1928, Ford had sold 1.3 million Model TTs
before replacing the truck with the more capable Model AA with a 1.5-ton chassis.

Henry Ford marketed his early trucks heavily in rural areas, according to Bob Kreipke, Ford historian.
“Model AA trucks in particular had a certain class to them,” he said. “Customers could use them on the
farm, yet still take them to church on Sunday.”

Like the Model TT, the Model AA was available exclusively as a chassis cab offered in two lengths,
with new powertrain and axle options for greater capacity. To stay ahead in what had become a hotly
competitive business, Ford replaced the Model AA with the even more capable Model BB in 1933.
Many were outfitted as mail and freight vehicles, ambulances and stake trucks. Two years later, Ford
introduced the 1935 Model 50 pickup, powered exclusively by its famous Ford Flathead V8 engine.



By 1941, Ford had sold more than 4 million trucks. Changing over to war production resulted in the loss
of consumer sales but a gain in experience building heavy-duty military truck chassis and
four-wheel-drive personnel carriers. A year after consumer production resumed in 1947, Ford
leveraged that knowledge to provide even more innovations for its customers.

“After the war, a lot of rural Americans moved to urban and suburban centers looking for work, and
many took their Ford pickups with them,” said Kreipke. “Ford saw this as an opportunity, and began
work on the next generation of trucks for 1948, what came to be known as F-Series Bonus Built trucks.”

This first-generation F-Series covered Classes 2 through 7 capacities – from the half-ton F-1 to the
much larger F-8 cab-over truck. With the arrival of the second-generation F-Series for 1953, Ford
increased engine power and capacity, and rebranded the series. The F-1 became the
F-100, while F-2 and F-3 trucks were integrated into the new F-250 line. F-4 became F-350. Class 8
trucks were spun off into a new C-Series commercial truck unit that produced iconic C-, H-, L-, N-, T-
and W-Series Ford trucks. 

Throughout this period, Ford trucks started looking less utilitarian, sporting two-tone paint, automatic
transmissions, and improved heater and radio offerings. New standard features debuted with the 1953
F-100, including armrests, dome lights and sun visors. Lower and with a wider cab, the new truck
featured integrated front fenders and a more aerodynamic design.

Then, in 1957, Ford tested out a car-based truck – the Falcon Ranchero. Marketed as “More Than a
Car! More Than a Truck!,” this light-duty truck brought car-like amenities to consumers.

Creating the Built Ford Tough brand

In 1961 – 44 years after the Model TT – Ford introduced its fourth-generation F-Series. The company’s
revolutionary twin I-beam front suspension debuted in 1965. An upscale Ranger package appeared in
1967. Ads emphasized improved comfort, value and durability, as Ford trucks now offered power
steering and brakes, and a lower chassis profile. A larger SuperCab option introduced in 1974 featured
more comfortable seating to attract dual-purpose work and family buyers.

With the arrival of the sixth-generation F-Series in 1975, Ford dropped the popular F-100, replacing it
with a higher-capacity F-150 pickup to combat the C/K trucks from General Motors. By 1977, F-Series
pulled ahead in the sales race, and 26 million trucks later, Ford hasn’t looked back.

That same year, a copywriter for a Ford truck magazine is said to have written three simple words that
would come to define the brand – Built Ford Tough. It is more than a slogan – it’s the F-Series brand
promise to its owners and the mantra for Ford’s entire truck team.

Trucks were fast becoming universal family vehicles, in addition to being work trucks, according to
Kreipke. Instead of renting a truck for a big job or for towing, people now had ones they could use for
work during the week, then hitch a trailer to and haul the family in for weekend getaways. Ford trucks
were adapting to the changing, more active American lifestyle.  

Premium edition trucks, such as the Lariat package introduced in 1978, offered more comfort features
including air conditioning, leather trim, and power windows and locks. In 1982, Ford charted a different
course with an all-new compact truck – Ranger. Versatile and efficient, Ranger quickly built a reputation
for being tough and capable, leading it to thrive in diverse markets around the world. Now, after a
seven-year hiatus, Ford is reintroducing an all-new Ranger in North America in 2019.

Expanding the Built Ford Tough Lineup

Ford reset the benchmark again in 1998 with the introduction of F-Series Super Duty. Engineered for
fleet and heavy-duty work use, Super Duty – from the F-250 all the way up to the F-750 – more clearly
defined Ford trucks for a growing base of commercial applications. 

With an expanding lineup of F-Series trucks, the company added high-end trim and technology
packages to meet customers’ diverse needs. The addition of King Ranch, Platinum and Limited model
trucks provided more luxury content along with improved functionality and capability. Features such as
premium leather-trimmed seating, SYNC® with navigation, sunroofs and heated seats, along with gross
vehicle weight and tow ratings in the 15,000-pound range combined to deliver on the Built Ford Tough
brand promise.

While Ford worked to continuously increase truck capabilities, the company made bold investments in
efficiency, too. Powerful, yet efficient EcoBoost® V6 engine technology debuted for 2011, providing
customers with better fuel economy and power. This was followed by the industry’s first high-strength,
military-grade, aluminum-alloy body for the 2015 F-150, providing customers the “and” solution of
greater efficiency and more capability. Two years later, 2017 Super Duty trucks also got lighter-weight
high-strength, military-grade, aluminum-alloy bodies – a savings Ford reinvested in providing



best-in-class towing and hauling capability.

Innovation on the performance front continued, too, with Ford leading the way in the specialty truck
segment. Early examples include Harley-Davidson F-150 and F-150 SVT Lightning. Then came Raptor
– the first off-road trophy truck from a major manufacturer.

Inspired by desert racing and designed specifically to meet the needs of off-road truck enthusiasts, the
purpose-built F-150 Raptor set the bar high for off-road performance. Today’s second-generation 2017
F-150 Raptor features a 450-horsepower EcoBoost V6, 10-speed transmission, and segment-exclusive
Terrain Management System™ with electronic-controlled transfer case and differentials.

Ford is credited with putting the world on wheels, and Ford trucks helped build America. “Ford trucks
carried the loads, the people and the products necessary to get the job done,” Kreipke said.

Source: Media.Ford.com

Mullinax Ford • 866-596-7305 • http://www.mullinaxford.com/locations/index.htm 

 



 

Car Care: Summer Road Trip Vehicle Checklist
Get your car ready for summer road trips with these tips 

The lazy days of summer put special pressure on a vehicle. High temperatures, daily commutes plus
added miles from weekend getaways and road trips mean cars are overextended and need more
attention to function properly during the summer season.

Below are some tips to protect your vehicle to keep it running smoothly every day of the summer (and
especially on your road trip adventures).

Start with the basics

The best way to get a car ready for a new season is to wash off the dirt and debris from previous
season. Winter and spring weather can wreak havoc on a vehicle, so it’s important to do a thorough
once-over, inside and out, of your car’s condition, writes U.S. News & World Report writer Jaclyn Trop.
She also recommends checking for rust on the exterior and undercarriage of the vehicle, as well as
checking for wear and tear on wiper blades; washing the car, including the floor mats; and applying a
coat of wax every 3 months.

According to Autotrader.com writer Colin Ryan, windshields need extra attention and a complete
cleaning to handle summer’s light, and now is the perfect time to clean the air filter or replace it entirely.

Assess tire quality 

Higher temperatures translate into a greater potential for tire damage and blowouts, which means it’s
vital to check and monitor air pressure in your tires, explains Trop. The right pressure is key to tire
health, which means both over- and under-inflation of tires can be dangerous. Trop notes that tire tread
is also important to review; remember to check the condition of the spare tire, too.

Tires should be in good condition, which means “no cracks, no uneven wear (this might be caused by a
suspension problem) and plenty of tread depth,” according to Ryan.

Maintain sufficient cool levels

When it’s hot, loud and stinky on the highway, you want to be cool and comfy on the inside. That only



happens if your car’s air conditioning is in good working order. Ryan advises that if your air conditioning
was so-so over the winter, now is the time for some serious attention because if “there’s not enough
refrigerant in the system, you have a leak.” Any leaks should be repaired by a professional before
having the A/C recharged, says Ryan.

Don’t neglect year-round maintenance

Oil changes should be happening year-round, as should checks of brake, windshield-washer and
power-steering fluids because they are constantly being depleted, according to Ryan, so don’t let them
fall off your maintenance list during the summer. The serpentine belt can be a source of major damage,
so make sure to check if for cracks or deterioration, adds Ryan.

You suffered through a harsh winter and a wet spring. Make sure your summer is carefree by giving
your vehicle the attention it needs to perform at its best all season long.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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4 Ways to Protect Your Skin from Sunburn
Prevent sunburn with these skin care tips

Worshipping the sun can come at a painful price, but staying indoors all day is unhealthy, too. If you
practice sun smarts, it is possible to enjoy fun-in-the-sun and protect your skin from sunburn this
summer. Sunscreen is considered the number one way to protect your skin from sunburn and sun
damage and should be an everyday part of your sun care routine (even on cloudy days).

There are several non-sunscreen methods to enhance the protection your sunscreen provides.
Consider the suggestions below to increase your skin’s protection during your sunshine fun.

Watch the clock

The experts at WebMD.com
advise against soaking up rays
from the midday sun, or from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; when you
are outside, seek shade as
much as possible. They also
advise following the shadow
rule, which is a guide that can
estimate how much ultraviolet
(UV) exposure you are getting
depending on the time of
day—if your shadow is short,
your UV exposure is high; if
your shadow is longer than
you, your UV exposure is low.

The American Cancer Society
suggests checking the UV
index, which typically can be
found on local media channels,
on the EPA’s website and through several smartphone apps, before heading out for sun-related
activities.

Be a sunshine fashionista

With key wardrobe choices, you can help protect your skin from sunburn, according to the WebMD
experts. These choices include hats with brims of at least four inches, sunglasses that have lenses
formulated with UV protection, loose-fitting tops, pants or dresses made of closely-woven material that
cover your arms and legs and clothing specially created with sun protection.

Even though covering up will help protect your skin, it is not 100 percent foolproof, according to the
American Cancer Society, which warns that fabrics that let light through also let UV rays through.

When choosing a pair of sunglasses, the American Cancer Society encourages shoppers to be
selective and choose a pair with a label that states “UV absorption up to 400 nm” or “Meets ANSI UV
Requirements.” This is confirmation that the sunglasses will “block at least 99 percent of UV rays,”
according to the American Cancer Society, which explains that the presence of UV protection cannot
be determined on a pair of sunglasses that doesn’t have a label, and sunglasses that have a “cosmetic”
label block only approximately 70 percent of UV rays. As far as tint, a darker lens does not translate to
greater sun protection.



greater sun protection.

Say “no” to tanning beds

Tanning beds are not a safe substitute for the sun. According to the WebMD experts, artificial tanning
beds can put you at risk for skin cancer and cause sun damage. Instead, opt for a sunless tanning
cream to achieve a tan look. The American Cancer Society also advises against using sun lamps.

Go high-tech

According to “The Today Show” writer Rheana Murray, smartphone syncable bracelets like the
Netamo’s JUNE Bracelet alert the wearer to the sun’s UV index and prompt them when it is time to
re-apply sunscreen or don a pair of UV-protective sunglasses.

Every day, it is so important to be sun care smart and do all you can to protect your skin from the
damage and pain UV rays cause.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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4 Fun Family Outings in Florida
Grab the kids and go on one of these family-friendly adventures 

As children anxiously await their summer vacation, parents are beginning to think up ways to keep them
occupied. Fortunately for Floridians, the Sunshine State is teeming with family-friendly summertime
destinations, from thrilling amusement parks to sunny beaches. Here are just some of the best family
outings to be found in Florida.

Castillo de San Marcos

Historical sites provide enriching
educational experiences for children and
adults, and as the oldest city in the
United States, St. Augustine is rich with
history. With its loud cannon firings, one
attraction there that’s sure to delight kids
is the Castillo de San Marcos, the oldest
masonry fort in America. Built to protect
and defend Spain’s claims in the New
World, the national monument dates
back to the 17th century. Additionally, the
Mission San Luis Archaeological Site in
nearby Tallahassee is a living history
museum that allows kids to see how
families lived and played back in 1703.

Kennedy Space Center

Ponce de Leon isn’t the only explorer associated with Florida—the state is also well known as the
launching pad for the space pioneers of NASA. Since 1968, the Kennedy Space Center has been
NASA's primary launch center of human spaceflight. Today, families can take an Up-Close Tour of the
historical Launch Pad 39-A, where the first rockets and all space shuttles blasted off into space, or
simulate their own voyage to the stars in the Astronaut Training Experience and the Shuttle Launch
simulator. 

Busch Gardens Tampa Bay 

Walt Disney World and Universal Studios may get the most attention, but Orlando is not the only city in
Florida that boasts world-class amusement parks. Busch Gardens Tampa Bay, a 335-acre 19th century
African-themed animal theme park, is also among the best. In addition to exotic animals, the park
features 15 rides, including two water rides and eight roller coasters. Very young children will enjoy the
Sesame Street Safari of Fun, while older kids and adult thrill-seekers will love coasters like the 200-foot
SheiKra, North America’s first vertical dive coaster.  

Clearwater Beach

With over 700 sandy beaches along its 1,200 miles of coastline, Florida almost has too many beaches
to choose from. However, the beaches around St. Petersburg have been voted the best for families,
due to the wide variety of nearby attractions, restaurants and theme parks. One particular standout is
Clearwater Beach, which sits on a barrier island and features a resort area and white sandy beaches
that stretch for 2.5 miles on the Gulf. Clearwater has been ranked one of the best beaches in America
and is popular with families of all types.



From beaches and five-hundred-year-old forts to the far reaches of outer space, there is much to
explore in the great state of Florida.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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Vehicle Preview: 2018 Ford EcoSport
This compact crossover is ready to join the Ford lineup next year

The 2018 Ford EcoSport compact SUV made a splash when it was announced in November of 2016
using the world’s first Snapchat vehicle reveal. As its debut would suggest, this compact crossover is
perfect for drivers looking to save on fuel, lead an active lifestyle and prefer the versatility of an SUV.
According to the automaker, the Ford EcoSport will be available in four trim levels (S, SE, SES and
Titanium), and the vehicle will be customizable with 10 exterior color choices. Cutting-edge technology
and performance under the hood will conquer the road, and the latest addition to the Ford lineup is sure
to impress drivers of all ages.

Always connected

The available technology features of the
2018 Ford EcoSport work toward
keeping drivers connected to the world
around them. When navigating the road,
the optional Blind Spot Information
System, or BLIS®, uses sensors to
check for cross traffic or obstacles in
blind spots. Intelligent Access is a
blessing when your arms are full, as it
allows you to open the doors, use
push-button start and access the
gate-style tailgate all with the keys in
your bag or pocket.

Not all technology is focused on safety
and car function, however. The 2018
Ford EcoSport will be available with
Apple CarPlay™ and Android Auto™ so
drivers can use their phones for
navigation and entertainment without taking their eyes off of the road. The SYNC® 3 infotainment
system’s eight-inch touchscreen allows front row occupants to easily interact with the vehicle and
activate the available Wi-Fi hotspot to make sure all devices are functioning on even the longest road
trips.

Ready to go

There will be two engine options for the 2018 Ford EcoSport. The first option is the small-but-mighty,
1.0-liter, three-cylinder turbocharged EcoBoost®. With several International Engine of the Year awards
under its belt, this engine will give the crossover the power it needs while sipping fuel. Another
available option is the 2.0-liter, four-cylinder, which is traditionally a great performer when used with
other Ford vehicles. To help both engines save fuel, the EcoSport will be available with Auto Start-Stop
Technology. When the vehicle comes to a complete stop, it evaluates the power being used. If the stop
is long enough and the climate control system is not trying to heat or cool the cabin rapidly, the engine
will shut off to conserve gas, starting up as soon as you remove your foot from the brake and step on
the gas.

According to Ford, the 2018 Ford EcoSport will arrive at dealerships near you in early 2018. Keep your
eyes open for additional details as they are released.
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5 Fun Family Outings in Mississippi and Alabama
Check out these fun summer spots that the family will love

With the kids out of school for the summer, now is the perfect time to get out and enjoy everything that
the south has to offer. Try any of these fun locations for a summer to remember.

Splash Adventure (Alabama)

Stay cool in the southern heat by
heading to Splash Adventure Water Park
in Bessemer, Alabama. The whole family
will appreciate the many rides and water
activities that this combination water and
amusement park has available, including
the Wipeout Adventure Course, Mist-ical
Maze and the kid friendly Centi-Speed
miniature coaster. If you’d rather lounge
in a raft, floating slowly along the water,
simply visit the Warrior River. If you’re
looking to head inside, the Vault Laser
Maze Challenge™ is a perfect spot to
take a break from the sun.

U.S. Space and Rocket Center
(Alabama)

Although school is out for the summer, it doesn’t mean that your kids’ brains have to turn to mush while
they’re on vacation. The U.S. Space and Rocket Center in Huntsville, Alabama is the perfect
combination of fun and education, all in one convenient location. One of the exhibits on site includes
Neighborhood Earth—a cinematic experience that showcases the stories of mankind’s exploration
throughout the universe. If you wish to experience some extra culture, stop by the center’s Biergarten,
where authentic German cuisine and brews are served.

Mississippi Sports Hall of Fame (Mississippi)

When it comes to producing athletic talent, Mississippi has done well, sending many baseball, football
and basketball players to the professional setting. Therefore, it only made sense that the state create a
Hall of Fame to praise these Mississippi natives for their prestigious careers. The Mississippi Sports
Hall of Fame, located in Jackson, was opened in 1992 and occupies over 20,000 square feet of space
that covers the history of many praised athletes from the state. Throughout the year, events are held
ranging from golf tournaments to celebrations of women in sports.

Grand Paradise Waterpark (Mississippi)

Another wet and wild option, Grand Paradise Waterpark is located in Collins, Mississippi, and has
plenty of attractions that will cool down any hot day. From the Grand Paradise Pool to the gigantic
Grand Falls Racer slide, everyone in the family will love stopping here for a visit. The park boasts five
tube rides, including the AquaTWIST, which features an 80 degree radiant drop that will get anyone’s
heart racing before splashing down into the pool of water. There’s no need to pack a lunch when
visiting, as the water park offers a selection of summer favorites like hot dogs, burgers, pizza and chips.

Lynn Meadows Discovery Center (Mississippi) 



Another educationally inspiring summer option is the Lynn Meadows Discovery Center in Gulfport,
Mississippi. This center offers visitors a chance to learn just abut anything, from animals to science and
history. Each exhibit is crafted specifically for children and designed to be both entertaining and
educational. Classes are available at the Discovery Center, including cooking (for adults and kids), an
engineering class and a Girl Scout badge workshop.

Whether it’s splashing around in the sun or heading inside to learn about space and science, there are
many summer activities available in Mississippi and Alabama.
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4 Fun Family Outings in Washington
Spend time with your family this summer at these hot spots

Another school year has come and gone; with summer here at last, it is time to start planning how you
intend to make the most of your time with the kids. Fortunately, there is absolutely no shortage of fun
things to do in the great state of Washington. If you are looking for inspiration for something new and
fun to do with your family this year, consider the following possibilities.

Museum of Pop Culture

Seattle is world renowned for its music
scene, particularly its contributions to
music in the early 1990s in helping to
foster and launch the careers of bands
like Nirvana, Soundgarden and Pearl
Jam. The Museum of Pop Culture, or
MoPop as it is affectionately known,
celebrates that legacy and all things
music, film, television and more with
vibrant exhibits and interesting artifacts.
Current exhibits include “The Jim Henson
Exhibition: Imagination Unlimited,”
perfect for fans of “The Muppets”; “Indie
Game Revolution,” a Nintendo
sponsored-spotlight on independent
video game development; and “David
Bowie: Starman,” which opens on July
1st and follows the genesis of Ziggy Stardust in candid photographs.

Hoh Rain Forest 

Getting back to nature can be essential for peace of mind and perfect for family bonding, and there is no
better place to get a slice of both than at the Hoh Rain Forest in Olympic National Park . Just an hour
outside of Forks, off Highway 101, the Hoh is dubbed “one of the finest remaining examples of
temperate rainforest in the United States,” as well as one of the keystone attractions at the park. To
experience the full breadth of the forest, including Olympic National Park, there are 88 campgrounds
available all year round. Stop by the Hoh Rain Forest Visitor Center and learn more about what makes
this forest such a special place.

Wonderland Family Fun Center

Naming a complex after something out of “Peter Pan” sets a pretty high expectation for fun, but
Spokane’s Wonderland Family Fun Center achieves that high bar by providing a variety of activities that
will be appreciated by children of all ages. Spread out over five acres are an 18-hole miniature golf
course, an 18-hole indoor black light mini golf course, go-karts, batting cages, bumper boats, laser tag
and so much more. Whether you are celebrating superlative scores on a report card, a birthday or just
enjoying your Saturday to the maximum, Wonderland Family Fun Center  should be one of your top
destinations.

Mallard Ice Cream

Granted, the idea of going out for ice cream may not notch the same kind of bar that a pop culture
museum or entertainment megaplex does, but given the variety and taste of the offerings at Mallard



museum or entertainment megaplex does, but given the variety and taste of the offerings at Mallard
Fresh-Made Ice Cream in Bellingham, it is fair to say that this outing will get everyone in your family
just as excited. Mallard churns its ice cream five gallons at a time, with each batch requiring an hour of
taste-testing and perfecting before it is ready to reach the shop floor. That commitment to quality comes
through with each and every taste of flavors as standard as vanilla and strawberry, to more unique
seasonal fare like Maple Walnut, Cardamom and Chocolate Coriander. Visit the Mallard Ice Cream
website to see what’s on the menu.

By trying these and other alternative outings, you can ensure that you make the most of your time with
your family and create memories that will last a lifetime.
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2016 Ford Owners Gain Android Auto™ and Apple
CarPlay™
Established Ford owners will appreciate this latest infotainment
upgrade

Ford’s SYNC 3 infotainment system features many ways to connect drivers to their smartphones
without taking their eyes away from the road. However, using a system from your phone manufacturer
is oftentimes preferable to using third party software. The Detroit automaker knows this, so it has
decided to offer Android Auto™ and Apple CarPlay™ software support to 2016 model year cars that
currently have the SYNC 3 system.

If you are looking to add the software to your vehicle, you have three options. The first one requires a
USB drive on which you can download the software and upload to the vehicle with directions provided
by Ford’s owner website. If you are not comfortable with that process, you can also take your vehicle to
your local dealership for the upgrade. Lastly, Ford has decided to offer the update over-the-air using a
Wi-Fi connection for the first time. This option is only available to those with a Wi-Fi enabled vehicle
with Automatic System Updates turned
on within the infotainment system.

“Our SYNC 3 software platform was
designed to be easy to update so we can
get our customers the latest and greatest
features, functionally and security
enhancements,” said Don Butler,
executive director, Ford Connected
Vehicle and Services. “With over-the-air
updates, we can deliver new features to
customers in the background while they
continue using their vehicles.”

Apple owners have an additional step
before they can access Apple CarPlay,
as the system requires a USB hub
upgrade. This is available at Ford dealers
for a cost, but the connectivity options
with the upgrade will make interacting
with iPhones® much easier for their owners.

Android Auto is available for Android™ devices using 5.0 software or above, integrating Google Maps,
Google Play music and phone functionality into the SYNC 3’s screen. The interface also becomes
much more simplified and Google’s voice search and controls make staying connected with the world
that much easier behind the wheel. Apple devices running iOS 7.1 or higher gain similar functionality
with the added bonus of Apple’s Siri assistant to help you complete tasks without picking up the handset.

If you do not currently own a Ford vehicle, Android Auto and Apple CarPlay are also available on SYNC
3-equipped vehicles in the current 2017 model year, such as the Ford F-Series trucks, Ford Focus and
Ford Mustang.
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Meet the Speed Family and Their Mustangs
Who knew the Speed family would collect Ford Mustangs?

Meet the Speed family—your typical, everyday family that buys and restores classic and modern Ford
Mustangs to take to car shows.

A pony for a Pony

It all started, fittingly, with a pony—a
literal one, in this case. Gilbert Speed
and his family owned an actual pony, but
eventually Gilbert realized that the small
steed wasn’t large enough to handle his
seven-child family, so one day, according
to his son Daniel, he said, “If you guys
won’t ride him, I know what I’ll do with
him.”

Gilbert Speed took the real-life pony
away, and came back with a 1965
Mustang. That purchase would lead to a
life-long obsession surrounding the
performance vehicle among members of
his family.

A truck start

The Speed family first cut its teeth in Ford trucks—Gilbert owned a trucking company, so his children
worked on the company fleet, eventually coming to know how each engine equipped to the vehicles
worked. Then, they took that Ford engine knowledge and applied it to classic Mustangs.

The collection expands

The first one of the siblings to buy and restore their own Mustang was the youngest brother, Chester,
who picked up a 1965 Mustang, like the one his father had brought home, in 1980. Four more of the
siblings quickly did the same, which Daniel and Chester restored while working together.

Today, the Speed Mustang fleet includes three 1969 Mach 1s, two 1970 Mach 1s, two 1971 Mach 1s,
one 1973 convertible and one 1993 GT. One of the 1970 Mach 1s has the honor of driving with an
engine that Gilbert Speed made before he passed away.

The Speed family today

The Speed family constantly uses their brace of Ford trucks to haul their Mustang collection to car
shows, at least twice a year, as a sort of family reunion, since the children are now spread out across
the states of Florida and Georgia.

“We really enjoy getting the Mustangs out on I-75 and just kind of have our own little parade,” Daniel
said, “our own rolling car show.”

And to think, that spectacle all began with a rather small pony show.
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