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Welcome!

On behalf of the Board of Directors, management and staff of
MPECU, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to
MPECU News, MPECU’s new digital monthly newsletter. Our
mission is to offer you a wide array of exceptional products and
services, along with valuable financial information, to meet all of your
needs.

In the past, MPECU has sent out quarterly newsletters, but since we
are moving forward with technology and the changing trends, we
want to inform you, our member/owners, of the most current financial
information at your fingertips. You’ll be one of the first to receive
MPECU News.

MPECU News will feature sections as “Getting Ahead”, stories
pertaining to moving forward financially. “The Latest” will feature
breaking news, while “Business Banking” will contain helpful
information for those member/owners that own a business. MPECU
News will also feature credit union products and services, special
promotions, and events. As an added bonus we added the “Lifestyle”
section to keep you current with new trends and great seasonal
ideas, to make your life easier.

We hope that you enjoy MPECU News…plug into your financial outlet. 
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Reducing the Risk of Outliving Your Money
What steps might help you sustain and grow your retirement
savings?

“What is your greatest retirement fear?” If you ask retirees that question, “outliving my money” may
likely be one of the top answers.  Retirees and pre-retirees alike share this anxiety. In a 2014 Wells
Fargo/Gallup survey of more than 1,000 investors, 46% of respondents cited that very fear; 42% of the
respondents to that poll were making $90,000 a year or more.1

   

Retirees face greater “longevity risk” today. According to an analysis of Census Bureau data by the
Center for Retirement Research at Boston College, the average retirement age in this country is 65 for
men and 63 for women. Many of us will probably live into our eighties and nineties; indeed, many of our
parents have already lived that long. In 2014 (the most recent year for which Census Bureau data is
available), over 72,000 Americans were centenarians, representing a 44% increase since 2000. 2,3

   

If your retirement lasts 20, 30, or even 40 years, how well do you think your retirement savings will
hold up? What financial steps could you take in your retirement to prevent those savings from eroding?
As you think ahead, consider the following possibilities and realities. 

   

Realize that Social Security benefits might shrink in the future. Today, there are three workers
funding Social Security for every retiree. By federal estimates, there will be only two workers funding
Social Security for every retiree in 2030. That does not bode well for the health of the program,
especially since nearly one-fifth of Americans will be 65 or older in 2030.4

  

Social Security’s trust fund is projected to run dry by 2034, and it is quite possible Congress may
intervene to rescue it before then. Still, the strain on Social Security will mount over the next 20 years
as more and more baby boomers retire. With this in mind, there’s no reason not to investigate other
potential retirement income sources now.3

  

Understand that you may need to work part-time in your sixties and seventies. The income from
part-time work can be an economic lifesaver for retirees. Suppose you walk away from your career
with $500,000 in retirement savings. In your first year of retirement, you decide to withdraw 4% of that
for income, or $20,000. At that withdrawal rate, not even adjusting for inflation, that money will be gone
in 21 years. What if you worked part-time and earned $20,000-30,000 a year? If you can do that for five
or ten years, you effectively give your retirement savings five or ten more years to last and grow. 3

 

Retire with health insurance and prepare adequately for out-of-pocket costs. Financially
speaking, this may be the most frustrating part of retirement. We can enroll in Medicare at age 65, but
how do we handle the premiums for private health insurance if we retire before then? Striving to work
until you are eligible for Medicare makes economic sense. So does building some kind of health care
emergency fund for out-of-pocket costs. According to data from Health Affairs, those costs approached
$16,000 a year in 2014 for Americans aged 65-84, and $35,000 a year for Americans aged 85 or
older.4

  

Many people may retire unaware of these financial factors. With luck and a favorable investing
climate, their retirement savings may last a long time. Luck is not a plan, however, and hope is not a
strategy. Those who are retiring unaware of these factors may risk outliving their money.

      







Ed Grondahl may be reached at 218-336-1825 or Edward.Grondahl@cunamutual.com.

 

 

This material was prepared by MarketingPro, Inc., and does not necessarily represent the views of the
presenting party, nor their affiliates. This information has been derived from sources believed to be
accurate. Please note - investing involves risk, and past performance is no guarantee of future results.
The publisher is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting or other professional services. If
assistance is needed, the reader is advised to engage the services of a competent professional. This
information should not be construed as investment, tax or legal advice and may not be relied on for the
purpose of avoiding any Federal tax penalty. This is neither a solicitation nor recommendation to
purchase or sell any investment or insurance product or service, and should not be relied upon as
such. All indices are unmanaged and are not illustrative of any particular investment.

  

Citations.

1 -
usatoday.com/story/money/personalfinance/2014/09/24/investors-fear-outliving-retirement-savings/16095591/
[9/24/14]

2 - thestreet.com/story/13468811/1/here-rsquo-s-how-to-make-your-money-last-in-retirement.html
[2/23/16]

3 - marketwatch.com/story/so-whos-going-to-pay-for-you-to-live-to-be-100-2016-02-17/ [2/17/16]

4 - thinkadvisor.com/2016/02/22/6-ways-to-prevent-going-broke-in-retirement [2/22/16]

Minnesota Power Employees Credit Union • 218-336-1800 • www.mpecu.com 

MPECU News 



MPECU News 

April Youth Month to Save

Pump up your savings, and you can answer your credit union account. Make sure your kids learn to
regularly exercise their money skills by participating in our Youth Month celebration. As an added
bonus, Cub Club members can guess how many m&m's are in the jar, and the closest receives them
ALL! Don't worry LEAPs, we've got something for you, too! Guess the amount of coin is in the bank,
and it’s all yours! Stop into either the Main Office or Hermantown Branch office and place your best
guess. Hope to see you soon! 
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5 Tips for Getting Financially Organized
Stay on top of your finances in an efficient manner

One of the most common reasons for being strapped for cash isn’t always overspending or being
fruitless with money — it’s being unorganized. Think about it: When you can’t pay a bill on time
because you’ve misplaced it, that can lead to a late fee. Or if you’re behind schedule on keeping watch
of your bank account, you may incur an overdraft charge.

 

So if you’re finding you’re often scatterbrained when it comes to keeping your finances organized, you
may want to establish a plan to keep yourself more in control. Here are the top five tips for getting
financially organized:

 

1. Don’t pay bills the second they come - A common mistake people make is to pay a bill
immediately in order to get it out of the way. However, that can set you up for easily getting confused
about which bills you actually paid and when. Instead, have a designated area (or email folder) to place
bills when they arrive, and then pay them all simultaneously.

 

“Paying them all at once helps

give you a better perspective of your total expenses,” says Ric Edelman, author of “The Truth About
Money” and chairman and CEO of Edelman Financial Services. Another option is to set aside one day
a week to pay bills (e.g., every Saturday or Sunday).

 

2. Get rid of paper - It’s the 21st century, and paper is becoming more and more extinct — and for
good reason. Too much paper increases the chance that things will get lost. If you use a scanner,
you’re more likely to be able to keep things in order (plus, it’s better for the environment).

 

“Simply scan photos and paper documents to create electronic copies. By transferring all physical
records into electronic format, you’ll be able to later print the records,” says Lynnette Khalfani Cox,
author of “Zero Debt: The Ultimate Guide to Financial Freedom.” You should also store at least one
backup copy on a CD or memory stick.

 

Not ready to go paperless completely? Invest in a paper shredder.

 







“It eliminates waste, and that’s pretty crucial,” says David Bendix, a CPA, financial planner and
president of The Bendix Financial Group in Garden City, New York. “It’s smart, and it’ll help you get
organized.”

 

3. Pretty up your work area - It sounds unnecessary, but the truth is, working in an uncluttered,
attractive area can help you stay organized and keep all documents under control — and make you
actually want to put everything in order.

 

“I know many people have little desks at home that are forsaken and forlorn,” says Maxwell
Gillingham-Ryan, author of “Apartment Therapy’s Big Book of Small, Cool Spaces” and founder
of ApartmentTherapy.com and TheKitchn.com. “Making it an approachable, attractive space is the
key.” In addition, a small desk or work area can be the reason for lost important documents, especially
if it’s cluttered — all the more reason to tidy up.

4. Be detailed in your computer filing system - “Think about those files you access the most and
the reasons why,” says Wayne Bogosian, president and managing director of the PFE Group, and
co-author of “The Complete Idiot’s Guide to 401(k) Plans.” “Rather than dumping everything into a
general folder called ‘documents’ or ‘photographs,’ break it down into primary and secondary folders.”
That means being as specific as possible (e.g., “tax returns,” “credit/debit cards,” “insurance”).

 

“And don’t be an ‘e-pack rat,’” says Bogosian. “Chances are that document you saved in 1997 isn’t
going to do you much good today.”

5. Make a checklist - The only person you can count on fully is yourself, as not all important
documents — whether electronic or on paper — always make their way to you in a timely manner.
Start each month by making a checklist of each bill you know will be arriving. Keep it in the same place
at all times and be sure to update it regularly. You can refer to it whenever you need to verify whether
you’ve paid — or haven’t paid — a bill.

 

Getting financially organized is a great way to get back on track and spend less, but best of all you’re
going to eliminate the clutter and be more aware of what needs to be done.
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Tips for Knowing When to Sell Your Home
The best times to list

Maybe you’ve outgrown your home. Maybe you’re looking for a change of city or town. Whatever the
reason you want to sell your home, it’s important to know the best time to put it on the market. That
way, you can sell fast and get the best price possible.

Read on to find out the best times to
sell your home.

Spring or summer - Warmer months
tend to be known as some of the best
times to sell your home. First off, prices
tend to be higher since most people list
their houses around this time, and
houses are much in demand.

“It sounds counterintuitive, but it’s a
function of demand being very
seasonal, driven by weather and the
school year,” says Chief Economist of
Realtor.com Jonathan Smoke. As a
bonus, listing your home in the spring
and summer could improve the appeal
of the house.

“There is no real curb appeal [in the
winter], as there is in the spring. We miss the beauty of green lawns, flowers and in-ground pools,”
says Linda Mossman, a realtor with Realty Executives Boston West in Boston.

After the influx of listings - We just established that the most popular time of year to list is the spring
or summer, so naturally, there tends to be an influx of houses listed once spring begins. A great time to
list is right after that influx hits, say two or three weeks.

“Once buyers have been drawn into the market, they start looking online, but they haven’t yet selected
which home to buy. Pay attention to listings on the Internet in your neighborhood and wait until two or
three weeks after new listings start to bloom, and then you hit a sweet spot,” says Spencer Rascoff,
CEO of Zillow, the nation’s No. 1 real estate website.

When rent prices increase - At times when rental prices are on the rise, people who previously
rented an apartment might decide it’s a good time to buy a home.

“Every time there’s an increase, it triggers the decision processes on whether [renters] should go into
the market and buy,” says Budge Huskey, president and CEO of Coldwell Banker Real Estate. Another
advantage to this is that first-time homebuyers tend to help sellers feel more comfortable about their
prospects.

“It allows others to move up the chain in the market,” Huskey says.

During the holidays - “Many people consider the holiday season the worst time to sell a home; it’s
the time of year when homeowners are hosting family members, putting up favorite decorations and
planning vacations,” says Patty Spiller, president of the Bryan-College Station Regional Association of
REALTORS. Nevertheless, it actually makes a great time to list; the competition is much reduced and
means buyers might actually be willing to pay more for your home.

“Most buyers who aren’t incredibly motivated will put off a home search during the holidays and pick
things up again in the spring,” Spiller says. “If someone is touring homes instead of celebrating the
season with friends and family, they likely need to buy a home quickly and could be willing to pay more.”

When your home is in tip-top shape - You don’t have to spend thousands renovating every aspect of
your home, but it does pay (literally) to make it look its absolute best before listing.

“Spend just a little bit of money sprucing up the home, improving the bathrooms, and you’ll get a much







better return,” Rascoff says. For example, update the old linoleum floors or simply get rid of everything
personal to create a new, good-looking home that buyers will love. Staging your home also makes your
house look great. Staging is a great way to get buyers to go out and view that property, and really take
it into consideration when they might not have otherwise.

If you’re selling your home, call or stop by to find out the options we have for you. 
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Financial Tools for Small-Business Owners
Utilize these means to increase efficiency and your bottom line

While cutting costs and streamlining performance are essential for any small business, most startup
owners don’t consider financial tools as the way to facilitate that.

In actuality, it is worth it to invest in some financial tools to help transform your operations, improve
productivity, reduce costs and increase profit margins. Here are 10 general resources you should be
using to help you plan for success:

1. Business plan software: Crucial to any business is a solid business plan. Ensure you’ve thought of
everything by using online software resources such as the U.S. Small Business Administration’s (SBA)
Business Plan Tool (https://www.sba.gov/tools/business-plan/1). It will walk you through every step you
need to reach your goals, from gathering your thoughts to presenting to an investor and beyond.

2. Inventory management system:
No matter your industry, it is crucial to
keep track of your products for financial
security, insurance reasons and much
more. Award-winning online publication
Small Business Trends recommends
OfficeBooks (http://officebooks.com/) to
track distribution and manufacturing.

“OfficeBooks is the tool you need when
you’re managing the many parts of
distribution and manufacturing,” says
Tech Editor Matt Mansfield of Small
Business Trends. “From inventory
control to sales/quotes, purchase
orders, contact management and
reports, you’ll find a lot to like in this
solution.”

3. Financial analysis tool: Once your
business plan is solid and you know what you have in stock, you can begin analyzing where your
company stands financially. The SBA recommends Score’s vast array of financial statement templates
(https://www.score.org/resources/business-planning-financial-statements-template-gallery), so you can
keep up to date on your cash flow, profits and losses, and more — all in one place.

4. Accounting software: Find a computerized accounting system that will streamline your data. Intuit
QuickBooks is always a popular choice, as it can simplify, automate and track financial information,
including tax data. Another option, acclaimed by Catherine Clifford of Entrepreneur.com, is inDinero.

“inDinero pulls your transaction history from banks, credit cards and financial accounts and organizes it
for you. There is no tedious data entry; you just input your account numbers,” she writes, continuing, “It
sorts transactions by category — such as payroll, advertising and dining — and tracks spending
changes each month. It also creates accounting reports for you.”

5. Invoicing software: Before you organize money with the accounting tools described above, you
must obtain payments from clients. Get on that with products like Bitrix, a service Mansfield likes,
which will save you time and leave little room for mistakes. Best of all, the basic level is free of charge.

6. Credit card processing method: Obtaining payments and tracking them is easy when you can
accommodate credit cards. The most widely accepted type of payment these days, a credit card can
work at a point-of-sale, a mobile card reader, a terminal or online. According to Clifford, a company
called Authorize.Net has fairly universal software available.

7. Business credit card: The SBA advises obtaining a business credit card for your small business
instead of using your personal card. Not only is it easier to track expenditures, but you also get access
to a host of business-specific benefits such as employee cards, spending controls and more.

8. Business debit card: For reasons similar to those listed above, you’ll want a business debit card as







8. Business debit card: For reasons similar to those listed above, you’ll want a business debit card as
well. It gives you quick and convenient access to your business’s checking account at millions of
locations around the globe.

9. Credit monitoring: “It’s crucial for small-business owners to keep a close eye on changes to their
reports that could affect their company’s ability to obtain credit,” reads the SBA website. “Consider
enrolling in an affordable monitoring service so you can review your company’s credit file to ensure it’s
accurate and up-to-date.”

Finance writer J. William Carpenter suggests the FDIC’s Money Smart for Small Business program for
information on credit reporting and more. It is available as a free download from the FDIC website.

10. Business credit checks: Performing credit checks will protect your company’s cash flow by
identifying the creditworthiness of customers. It’s never a bad idea to make smart, well-informed credit
decisions.

By taking advantage of these financial tools, you will be freeing up important time to manage your
company and help it grow, while simultaneously improving your bottom line.
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Home Selling Seminar
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TV Spinoffs That Were Actually Successful
From “Frasier” to “Family Matters,” take a look at five of TV’s most
successful spinoffs

At a television show’s peak, or at the end of its run, it is not uncommon for network officials and
producers to create new shows based on familiar characters in an attempt to capitalize on their
popularity. These spinoffs actually became some of the most popular shows in the history of television.

Here are five television spinoffs that were successful in their own rights.

“Frasier” 

In 1993, “Cheers” closed the doors on
its 270-episode run with a finale that
was watched by 93.5 million viewers.
Just four months later, the spinoff series
“Frasier” began on NBC, spotlighting
the eponymous psychiatrist and his
return to Seattle as a bachelor. Starring
Kelsey Grammer in the lead role and an
ensemble cast of David Hyde Pierce,
John Mahoney and Jane Leeves,
“Fraiser” was a major ratings draw
throughout its 11 seasons. It is also the
current record-holder for most
Primetime Emmy wins for a sitcom,
earning 37 awards in its lifetime and
winning Best Comedy Series a record
five times.

“Laverne & Shirley”

The adventures of Laverne DeFazio and Shirley Feeney began not on their ABC sitcom, but on “Happy
Days.” The titular characters were originally introduced as dates for Arthur “Fonzie” Fonzarelli and
Richie Cunningham, and they were popular enough with audiences to earn their own television show
from 1976 – 1983. In fact, “Happy Days” spawned a number of spinoffs that ran concurrently and
enjoyed varying levels of success, including “Mork & Mindy” and “Joanie Loves Chachi.”

Only “Laverne & Shirley” ever bested its predecessor in the ratings, according to TV.com. The hit-show
was the number-one television program in the Nielsen ratings from Sept. 1977 to May 1979.

“The Colbert Report”

“The Daily Show with Jon Stewart” launched the careers of several major figures in comedy over its
16-year run, including Steve Carell, Ed Helms, John Oliver and Samantha Bee. It also launched a
spinoff, “The Colbert Report,” which followed a similar political parody format and had host Stephen
Colbert playing a caricaturized take on pundits like Bill O’Reilly. “The Colbert Report” lasted for more
than nine years, ending in 2014 after it was announced that Colbert had been chosen as the successor
for David Letterman on “The Late Show.”

“The Jeffersons”

The story of George and Louise Jefferson “moving on up” to a new apartment after seeing success in
their dry cleaning business was originally launched in 1975 as both a mid-season replacement and the
second spinoff (after “Maude”) of “All in the Family.” Where Edith and Archie Bunker only lasted for nine
years on television, “The Jeffersons” ran for 11 seasons, becoming the third most popular show on all
of television in 1981 – 1982, according to TV.com.

“Family Matters” 

“Family Matters” was originally intended to be built around Harriette Winslow, the elevator operator
from ABC’s “Perfect Strangers,” and her family. However, a one-off character by the name of Steve
Urkel was introduced mid-way through the first season and quickly became a pop culture phenomenon.







Urkel was introduced mid-way through the first season and quickly became a pop culture phenomenon.
Urkel and his catchphrases became so popular that they reshaped the focus of the entire show, with
the narrative turning to highlight the increasingly fantastic misadventures of Urkel.

Despite straying so much from its original intent (and, perhaps, because of that straying), “Family
Matters” was a commercial success for nine seasons.

If a show you love becomes popular enough, do not be surprised if its characters live on.
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Healthy Desserts That Won’t Ruin Your Diet
Indulge yourself without feeling guilty with these healthy treats

When you’re on a diet, you tend to restrict yourself to only healthy foods, leading you to cross desserts
entirely off your list. However, being on a diet doesn’t mean eating dessert is totally out of the question.
In fact, allowing a small daily indulgence can help curb any cravings you might have.

Here are some delicious yet healthy desserts that won’t ruin your diet but will leave you feeling
satisfied.

Yogurt parfait

A yogurt parfait is an ideal way to get a
sweet fix, while also watching caloric
intake. Combine a flavorful, yet low-fat
yogurt with a variety of fresh fruits like
berries or melon. Then, top this
concoction off with either a drizzle of
honey or the much-needed crunch of
granola. The resulting parfait will leave
you feeling full without adding majorly to
your calorie count.

Frozen banana sandwich

For the peanut butter-lover, a frozen
banana sandwich is the healthy dessert
of choice. They’re easy to make, too.
Cut a banana into individual, round
pieces. Place a small amount of peanut
butter between two pieces, making a small sandwich. Then, freeze them. After an hour or so in the
freezer, these protein-packed banana sandwiches are ready to eat. They almost taste like banana ice
cream sandwiches, which is the perfect way to end the day without worrying about calories.

Apple and peanut butter

An apple is the perfect vessel to indulge in peanut butter. To create the perfect
apple-and-peanut-butter dessert, chop up an apple and place it in a bowl. Then, heat up one serving
(usually two tablespoons) of peanut butter in the microwave for 30-45 seconds or until melted. Drizzle
the peanut butter onto the apples, and then top it off with a serving size of dark chocolate chips. This
dessert will satisfy your sweet tooth, while making sure you’re not frowning when it comes time to
weigh yourself.

Dessert smoothies

A dessert smoothie is a healthy, filling and sweet indulgence. Combine a variety of fruits to create the
dessert of your dreams. Consider adding other flavors like vegetable juice or flavored yogurt. Even a
dollop of peanut butter is a great addition to a dessert smoothie. No matter what is added, a smoothie
is a healthy way to satisfy the need for dessert.

Dark chocolate

Who knew chocolate could be healthy? According to Women’s Health magazine, chocolate is
considered a superfood, which means it has a number of health benefits. Cacao, which is dark
chocolate’s main ingredient, can help heart health. Because of this, eating chocolate that has at least
70% cacao in it is beneficial to one’s wellbeing.

Women’s Health also mentions a study from the University of Copenhagen which found that dark
chocolate is more filling and can help increase weight loss. So, if you are looking to indulge, consider
eating a small portion of dark chocolate for your dessert.

Even if you’re on a diet, it’s easy to satisfy your sweet tooth. One of the most important ideas to keep
in mind, though, is to use portion control and to not overindulge. Enjoy these healthy treats in







moderation and you will begin seeing results without sacrificing your happiness.
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Fun Earth Day Activities You Can Do With Your Kids
A few ideas for teaching your child important lessons on Earth Day

Earth Day is a great opportunity to make your child aware of their impact on the environment. To help
encourage awareness, there are many fun and educational activities that you can share with kids of all
ages. Here are a few suggestions to help teach your child the lessons of Earth Day.

Make a pine cone bird feeder

This rather simple activity, found at
EnchantedLearning.com, requires only
a few materials: a large pine cone,
vegetable shortening or lard, oats or
corn meal, bird seed and string. The
string is tied around the pine cone,
which is then covered with a mixture
composed of 1/2 cup of shortening and
2 1/2 cups of oats. Once thoroughly
covered, the pine cone is rolled in bird
seed and hung from a tree branch. This
formula can be repeated with multiple
pine cones, drawing the attention of
numerous birds  nearby. Use this
activity to teach your child about
different kinds of birds and how they are
important to the ecosystem .

Send e-cards to raise awareness among friends

Scholastic.com offers a number of e-cards that your child can send to friends and family to remind them
of environmental issues. E-cards are the digital version of greeting cards that are sent via email. The
e-cards cover four different themes—global climate change, endangered animals, pollution and
methods for helping—that are each broken down into four facts. The e-cards can then be sent to a
friend’s email address, thus forgoing the need to print out a paper card. E-cards are available at
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/explorations/kerc/ecards.htm.

Donating food and reducing food waste

According to EPA.gov, the theme for Earth Day 2016 is food recovery, which includes reducing food
waste and reallocating it from landfills through composting. To help your child understand the
importance of not being wasteful, gather up nonperishable food items for donation to a nearby food
bank. Teach your child about the alternatives to wasting food, including donation, feeding to animals
and composting, as discussed in the EPA’s Food Recovery Hierarchy.

By showing your child the positive effects of saving food and not being wasteful, they will be less likely
to leave food on their plates after meals and more likely to find good uses for what they do not eat.

Playing games with an earth-friendly message

It can prove difficult to pry even young kids away from their electronic devices, but you can use this to
your advantage in trying to impart an import message on Earth Day. Websites such as
PrimaryGames.com offer numerous holiday-themed games suitable for children of all ages, including
several games that encourage recycling, saving energy and other environmentally-conscious
behaviors. Since playing games on a tablet is often a solitary practice, be sure to sit with your child and
guide their learning throughout, pointing out good behaviors and answering questions where
necessary.

There are many things that you and your child can do on Earth Day. You can go for a walk in the park,
pick up trash in your neighborhood or plant a new tree in the backyard. Whatever you choose to do, do
not pass on the opportunity to teach your child important lessons about the earth and how to keep it
green.
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Plan a Vacation to Charleston, South Carolina
Exploring the wonders of Port City

The oldest and arguably most charming city in The Palmetto State, Charleston was originally founded
in 1670 as Charles Town, in honor of England’s King Charles II. At nearly 250 years of age, the city is
rich with history, as well as sightseeing opportunities, delicious dining and, of course, southern
hospitality.

To make the most of your visit, be sure to indulge in some of these highlights.

What to do

One of America’s most scenic cities,
Charleston is a photographer’s dream
destination, with more than its fair
share of photogenic areas. Chief
among them is The Battery, a stretch of
mansions overlooking Charleston
Harbor on the city’s southern tip. White
Point Gardens, which houses several
Civil War relics and memorials, is also
located nearby this picturesque
neighborhood.

Charleston’s beauty can also be
appreciated while lounging on Folly
Beach or the Isle of Palms, the city’s
two closest shorelines. Families will
enjoy exploring the 3.3-square-mile
Sullivan’s Island, which packs several
beaches, restaurants and unique shops into its compact location.

Charleston is also home to many historic homes and mansions that preserve the glamour of
antebellum life in the Old South. The most popular examples include the Aiken-Rhett House Museum,
inhabited by Governor William Aiken in the 1850s; and the Nathaniel Russell House Museum, an
iconic piece of 19th-century architecture.

Where to eat

Charleston’s cuisine is as diverse as it is delectable. Looking for some fresh seafood pulled straight
from the Atlantic? Try the dense lobster rolls at 167 Raw, which are packed with claw meat and just the
right amount of mayonnaise. Or, head to Upper King to enjoy raw oysters by the dozen at Leon’s
Oyster Shop.

Want more traditional southern fare? Check out Husk, and make sure you order the Fried Chicken
Skins with hot sauce and honey, with a side of skillet cornbread. For a more upscale take on southern
dining classics, make a reservation at Magnolia’s, which serves up everything from fried green
tomatoes to shrimp with grits in the city’s French Quarter.

Where to stay

If you want to really become immersed in the Old World charm of Charleston, consider a stay at the
elegant Wentworth Mansion, which is conveniently located near The Battery. Built in the late 1800s,
Wentworth is among the city’s most historic and opulent hotels, offering evening brandies and sherries
along with complimentary hors d’oeuvres. Though the hotel appears very traditional, modern amenities
like an on-site spa and rooms complete with whirlpool tubs are also present. If you’re willing to splurge
on something especially romantic and luxurious, you can book a room online at
http://wentworthmansion.com/rooms-suites/.

If you’re traveling on a family vacation, The Sanctuary at Kiawah Island Golf Resort might be just the
place to keep everyone entertained. Located right on the Atlantic (the Ocean-view rooms are worth the
premium price), The Sanctuary boasts five championship golf courses, 24 tennis courts and six pools.
Check out more information at http://kiawahresort.com/accommodations/the-sanctuary-hotel.







Check out more information at http://kiawahresort.com/accommodations/the-sanctuary-hotel.

Whether you’re a history buff, a foodie or just someone who is looking for rest and relaxation in a scenic
spot, Charleston is the city for you.
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