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Where to Buy Your Used Vehicle
Options for buying a new-to-you car

Purchasing a pre-owned vehicle offers cost-effective benefits such as a lower purchase price, less
depreciation, minimized monthly payments and reduced insurance premiums. Since today’s cars,
trucks and SUVs are engineered to last longer, you should feel more confident with the prospect of
purchasing a second-hand vehicle. What will provide more peace of mind is getting your used vehicle
from the right place or person.  

Dealership

While most car dealerships
primarily focus on offering the
latest lineup from a particular brand
or automaker, they’re also liable to
have used vehicles for sale. Some
dealerships only focus on selling
used cars, allowing them to offer a
most expansive range of vehicles,
ranging from economy cars to
luxury vehicles. If you buy a vehicle
at a dealership, you can assume
that it has been inspected by a
member of the service team, but
you want to have it independently
evaluated by a trusted mechanic.

If a vehicle falls within a certified
pre-owned program, it will have
undergone a stringent multipoint
inspection by automotive
professionals and will include a
vehicle history report. To qualify as a certified pre-owned, a vehicle typically must have been released
within the last five years and have low mileage, potentially making it a more reliable option. According
to U.S. News & World Report’s John M. Vincent, CPO vehicles also tend to be offered with warranty
coverage, be it the remainder of an original manufacturer warranty or an extended warranty offered
by the dealership or manufacturer.

Online auto retailer

If you prefer to shop online, NerdWallet writer Philip Reed suggests sites such as CarMax and
Autotrader, which are considered great resources for pinpointing a used car.

The online auto retailer CarMax is a comprehensive source to conduct research as well as purchase
your next vehicle. It allows you to search through an extensive inventory of cars that are free from
frame and flood damage and come with a safety recall report and free vehicle history. If you purchase
a vehicle through CarMax, you’ll also benefit from limited warranty coverage and a five-day
money-back guarantee. CarMax promises a no-haggle sales environment and offers financing
options.

Autotrader gathers cars from approximately 250,000 individual sellers and 40,000 dealers. Since the



site requires a fee to list a car, Reed notes that it’s better at keeping scammers and shady characters
out. Autotrader offers tips on how to buy and sell a car and shares reviews, vehicle history reports and
safety details. You can apply for financing and buy insurance as well as warranty programs through
Autotrader.

Private seller

Cost is a significant attraction of purchasing a used car from a private seller: Kelley Blue Book Senior
Analyst Karl Brauer tells U.S. News & World Report writer Charles Krome that pricing is typically lower
when buying from an individual because there are no added overhead costs. In most cases, a seller is
just trying to get market value for a vehicle, which eliminates much of the markup you’d get elsewhere.
Buying from a private seller can be troublesome because you’ll need to have the vehicle inspected by
a trusted mechanic and it poses the issue of safety that comes with meeting an individual you don’t
know.

Whether you choose to purchase a used car from a dealership, online auto retailer or a private seller,
it’s important to do your research, have the vehicle vetted by a mechanic and review its history as
thoroughly as possible before you sign on the dotted line.
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Consumer Warning

Consumer Warning About The Internet of Things

That wonderful Internet of Things (IoT) enables us to communicate and do so many awesome things
is now the subject of a recent FBI warning.  For everyday users, the IoT connects billions of devices
worldwide, allowing us to do things we never dreamed were possible.  We can now turn on our lights
or heat our home without being there, monitor dinner progress in our slow cooker from our office, use
medical devices and monitor them online, and of course, view pretty much anything from the Internet
on our Smart TVs.  However, we've come to know for all the good the IoT offers, there are also
hackers conniving to exploit and abuse the IoT for personal gain.  Whether it's a lone-wolf hacker or
an organized hacking group, the IoT is a vulnerable target.

In part, Wikipedia defines the IoT as "The network of physical devices, vehicles, home appliances,
and other items embedded with electronics, software, sensors, actuators, and connectivity which
enables these things to connect and exchange data."  The FBI concerns center on the vast network
and how easily the IoT is used for criminal purposes.  Their warning listed several ways compromised
devices on the IoT can be misused and these are just a few of them:  Send spam emails; maintain
anonymity; generate click-fraud activities; buy, sell and trade illegal images and goods.



The FBI warns that compromised devices can escape detection by their owners.  There are many
users who have no idea their device has been hacked.  Some ways a device may act under those
conditions include:  Devices become slow or inoperable; a larger than usual internet bill; home or
business internet connections are running slow.  Suggestions for protection and defense include:  Use
antivirus regularly and make sure it's up-to-date; reboot devices regularly as most malware is stored in
memory; change default usernames and passwords often; ensure all IoT devices are up-to-date and
security patches are incorporated.

For more information on Public Service Announcements and other security concerns, visit the FBI
Internet Crime website.  If you think you've been the victim of fraud, please contact the credit union
directly at 209-572-3600.
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Need A Loan?
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Holiday Closure

Mocse Credit Union will be closed on November 12, 2018 in observance of the Veterans Day Holiday. 
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Taking Out a Loan When Your Savings Fall Short
Should a personal loan cover your financial needs in an
emergency?

Ideally, you would never need more money than your savings allow. However, a sudden problem
such as a medical emergency or high credit card debt could place a demand on your finances beyond
what your savings can handle. At this point, taking out a personal loan to cover the costs could be
your best choice.

Understanding personal loans

According to Bankrate, A personal
loan is typically a fixed-term loan,
meaning you agree to repay it over
a certain period of time. Many of
these loans are also unsecured
loans, which means that you aren’t
offering a house or car as
collateral, making the interest rate
higher than a secured loan.
However, personal loans can
potentially improve your credit
score if you use them to pay for
things like high-interest credit card
debt. This is because a personal
loan has a fixed end point, while
credit card bills can continue to
compound indefinitely.

Deciding to take out a loan

The decision of whether or not to choose a personal loan depends on your financial situation. Kat
Tretina of Student Loan Hero points out that when facing rising credit card debts, a personal loan
could carry a significantly lower interest rate, saving you thousands of dollars as more of your
payments go to the actual amount you owe rather than paying off interest.

For a more specific example, Tretina calculated that with an average credit card interest rate of 13
percent and an average personal loan interest rate of 10 percent, a $10,000 debt would likely take 10
years longer to repay and would cost the borrower an extra $10,000 in loan payments if left on the
credit card.

Cautions

As strong as the potential benefits to a personal loan may seem, there are a few caveats to keep in
mind. Among these is that a personal loan doesn’t help the root cause of the debt, so according to
certified financial planner Adam Hagerman, part of the decision process is to trace the debt back to its
source and see if there is a way to fix it. For example, is the debt due to uncontrolled credit card
overspending, or was it a sudden emergency? Identifying the debt source will prevent a potential
return to overwhelming debt.

Even though personal loans typically carry lower interest rates than credit cards, that doesn’t mean



this will always be the case, particularly for those with low credit scores. Bankrate contributor Donna
Fuscaldo recommends thoroughly researching several loan and credit card offers to find the best
possible deal for your financial situation.

Armed with this information and the results of some useful research, you are now equipped to make a
decision on whether taking out a loan to cover costs that your savings can’t handle is the correct
choice.
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The Impact of Depreciation on Your Car Loan
Avoid the dangerous impact of depreciation on your car loan

There’s a common saying that a new vehicle loses value the second it leaves the dealership lot. It’s
not terribly far from the truth: According to Edmunds, the average $30,000 sedan depreciates nearly
$6,000 in its first year of ownership and loses more than half of its original value by the fourth year.
Depreciation makes trying to resell your vehicle down the line a dicey proposition, and it can also have
a severe impact on your auto loan.

Definition of depreciation

Depreciation is different for every
vehicle, but it tends to start with a
large initial drop followed by a
longer, slower decline. For this
reason, CarsDirect points out that
unless you somehow purchase a
vehicle for far below market value,
your new vehicle is going to be
worth significantly less than you
paid for it shortly after you began
driving it. Depreciation can be
influenced by factors like supply
and market demand, too. If you
purchase a rare or limited-edition
vehicle, for example, you may
actually be able to resell it down
the line at a profit if there are
enough interested buyers in the
market.

Turning upside down

Since depreciation occurs quickly at first, driving a vehicle for a few years and selling it at market value
could result in becoming “upside down” on the car loan. Because you pay a fixed rate on your auto
loan every month that is likely quite lower than initial depreciation, you are liable to owe more than the
vehicle is worth if you decided to sell it. Because the amount owed on the loan is now greater than
the value of the asset, you would be forced to pay the difference out of pocket, which would create
significant financial strain if you plan to make a down payment on a new vehicle.

Methods of avoiding the flip

In order to keep from being upside down on your auto loan, NADA Guides recommends paying for 20
percent of a vehicle’s price tag as a down payment. By doing so, you won’t have to borrow as much
from a financial institution, will pay less in interest over the life of the loan and will likely have lower
monthly payments. It will also help safeguard you against turning upside down by nearly or completely
offsetting the effects of depreciation in the first year.

Kelley Blue Book also recommends considering a used or certified pre-owned vehicle. You could
potentially purchase a year-old vehicle that’s gently used and features many of the same advanced
features as the current version for only 80 percent of the price. With a large brunt of the depreciation



already paid for by the original owner, you’ll stand a better chance of staying above water on your loan
and have a better chance of breaking even or close to it if you should decide to sell it later down the
line.

It’s practically a certainty that a vehicle will lose a significant chunk of its value in the first five years of
ownership. Going upside down on your auto loan does not have to be so certain. By making a larger
down payment or considering a pre-owned vehicle instead, you will be in a better position to stay
afloat.
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The Cost of Moving vs. Home Improvement
Weighing your options between upgrading and moving out
altogether

Tackling home improvement projects requires time, energy and money. If you’re lacking any of these
necessities, you might be tempted to forego your to-do list and seek out a new place to live that is
more in line with your wants and needs. But is packing up and moving the most cost-effective way to
put down roots? Or would you be better off trying to make your home improvement project a reality?

Home improvement costs

The range of home improvement
projects is incredibly vast.
Tweaking window coverings,
changing paint colors and
decluttering can drastically
transform your home without
requiring a lot of time or money. If
you’re in the mood to knock down
walls, build on an addition or
revamp your kitchen or bathroom,
you’ll be looking at much higher
costs.

The first thing to decide with any
home improvement project is what
exactly you want to change and
whether you intend to enlist the
help of professionals. If the job
requires the work of an individual
or team with the right know-how,
Investopedia writer Amy Fontinelle
recommends gathering three bids.

Once you have specific estimates, you’ll have a better understanding of what you can afford and
determine how you want to pay for it. In most cases, you will either want to pay using your savings or
take out a home equity loan, Fontinelle writes.

Moving expenses

Just like home improvement projects, finding a new home is also a serious investment. You’ll need to
enlist the help of a real estate professional. According to NerdWallet writer Margarette Burnette, an
agent will typically snag a 6 percent commission fee. You’ll also need to factor in travel expenses,
moving costs and securing a down payment.

You will have to make sure your current home is market-ready before you list. To earn top dollar or
your asking price, you’ll probably have to spend time and money on improvement projects in your
current home to make it appear more move-in ready. Your affinity for wallpaper or bold paint colors or
your willingness to overlook your outdated bathroom might not translate to a prospective buyer.

Chances are the new home you choose will be bigger and more expensive than your current home,



which can impact your monthly payments or the length of your mortgage. Nothing is perfect, so you
should be prepared for your new home to require some updates, fixes or work of its own. Moving to a
new home might take you further from work or your kids’ school, which will impact your driving costs.

There’s also closing costs, which often fall on the seller to close the deal, according to Fontinelle. If
you can’t convince the seller of the home you’re buying to foot the closing costs, you’ll likely have to
pay twice.

“The fees for getting a new mortgage will total in the thousands of dollars. Expect to pay 2 percent to 5
percent of the purchase price in closing costs. That means if you’re moving up to a $500,000 property,
your closing costs could range from $10,000 to $25,000,” writes Fontinelle.

If your current home is truly where your heart is, invest in renovations that will make it more
welcoming for longer. If you and your family have outgrown your current homestead or are ready for
something new, then it might be time to see what’s on the market. Both options will cost you, but with
thorough research and soul-searching, you’ll be able to determine the most cost-effective solution to
loving where you live.
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How to Maintain Exercise Habits When the Weather
Changes
Keep your exercise routine rolling into winter with these tips

As autumn creeps in, you may find your summer exercise routine in jeopardy thanks to colder, rainier
weather. Exercise habits need not fall by the wayside when the weather changes — there are a
number of strategies that can help you maintain healthy exercise habits despite seasonal changes.

Work out at home

One strategy recommended by
University of Pittsburgh Medical
Center Pinnacle is to move your
exercise indoors when the weather
becomes less agreeable. This
might necessitate changing the
kind of exercise you do, but it might
also provide an opportunity to
freshen up your routine. If you were
jogging outdoors for cardio in the
summer, consider changing tactics
and trying something new like
spinning or yoga.  

Make a weekly plan

UPMC Pinnacle recommends
creating a weekly exercise plan to
help you stick to a schedule and
stay on task when it comes to your
workouts. Pick a day every week
on which you will sit down and write out your exercise schedule for the following seven days, including
exact routines and activities and how long you will exercise. By writing everything out, you’ll be better
focused and more motivated to get your workouts done.  

Meet a friend

Bringing or meeting a friend for a workout is a great way to stay motivated and keep up your good
habits, and WebMD  points out that meeting a friend is just as effective for staying motivated during
the changing seasons. If someone expects you to be at the gym at a certain time or is holding you
accountable for your goals and ambitions, it becomes far more difficult to bail out at the last minute.  

Be flexible with your exercise

One recommendation from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ National Institute of
Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases is to abandon the mindset that exercising means lifting
weights or running on a treadmill in a gym. You can be active in other ways, including dancing,
walking and participating in an indoor sport like volleyball or martial arts. Make a list of activities that
appeal to you and pursue those that you enjoy.

Outsmart roadblocks



NIDDK recommends that you be proactive in overcoming issues that might interrupt your continuing
exercise routine. Plan to walk indoors on days when the weather is bad instead of forgoing exercise
altogether. If you know ahead of time that you won’t be able to exercise as planned, come up with
workaround solutions like waking up earlier to work out or using your lunch break to get in some
exercise.

Snack with care

During the winter, UPMC Pinnacle points out that our cravings for carbohydrates and comfort food
become stronger. Indulging these cravings and eating high-calorie foods can be counterintuitive to
keeping in shape. Instead, UPMC Pinnacle first recommends starting your day with a high-protein
breakfast. This helps keep your energy level high throughout the day. If cravings do hit later in the
day, UPMC Pinnacle recommends having low-fat, healthy snacks on hand to curb them effectively
without hurting your progress.

Nobody is perfect, and life is seldom so agreeable as to accommodate your schedule perfectly. If you
fall out of your routine or eat poorly, you don’t have to give up your ambitions for leading a healthier
life. Stay diligent about getting back on the horse when you fall off and you’ll find yourself back in the
saddle in no time.  
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How to Carve the Perfect Pumpkin
Strategies for styling your pumpkin like a pro

With a little knowledge about pumpkin preservation and design, it’s easy to create a spectacularly
carved gourd this Halloween.

Choose the right pumpkin

The first step to carving the perfect
pumpkin is to pick the right squash.
Per Good Housekeeping contributor
Liz Borod, pick one that is fresh with a
sturdy stem and has no bruises. Any
soft spots or bruises usually indicate
that the pumpkin has started to rot.
Make sure it also has a flat underside
to keep it from rolling around when
you carve it.

Pick a style

Next, decide on a style for the gourd.
There are three main types of
designs, as Pumpkin King Creations
owner and master carver Ryan Lisson
shared with MPR News contributor
Cassidy Kiek.

Jack-o’-lantern: It’s a simple,
hollowed-out design that usually has a face or symbol carved on the exterior
3D face sculpture: Like its name implies, this style involves slicing a multi-dimensional face on
the pumpkin; make sure to pick a heavy pumpkin for this style to ensure a stable work surface
for your carving.
Surface carving: This style involves chiseling off only the outermost layer of the pumpkin to
reveal the pale pulp beneath.

Per Lisson, the first two styles will last about a week before the pumpkin starts to rot since they involve
deeper cuts. Surface carving is a great choice if you want a longer-lasting pumpkin because they can
go about a month before rotting.  

Trace a design

To make a more complex creation, it’s a good idea to print or draw the design on paper first, as
Organic Authority contributor Jessica Reeder advises. For a more basic style, draw the pattern directly
onto the pumpkin with a water-based or dry erase marker.

Select the right tools

Per Lisson, the best tool to use is usually the small, serrated saw that comes in a pumpkin carving kit.
For more intricate 3D styles, clay sculpting tools will serve you well. You can also use an X-ACTO®
knife if you have one on hand.

Light the lantern



For jack-o’-lantern designs, you’ll want to choose a safe way to illuminate the pumpkin’s interior. The
Country Living team suggests using a votive candle inside a glass dish and filling it with water to help
protect your masterpiece from the flames. You can also use a string of Christmas lights as a safer
lighting method.

Preserve the pumpkin

Although carved pumpkins tend to have only a few weeks’ shelf life at best, there are a few things you
can do to help preserve your squash. Lisson suggests keeping the stem intact, regardless of what
design you choose. The stem will provide nutrients to the pumpkin to help slow the rotting process.
You can also spray the pumpkin with a lemon juice and water solution, then cover it with a plastic bag
during the day. Lisson also recommends storing the pumpkin in your garage or basement, particularly
on chilly fall nights.

Master the art of the jack-o’-lantern this season, or try your hand at a 3D or surface design, by
applying these practical steps to your next pumpkin-carving session. Just don’t be surprised if your
neighbors and friends start asking you for design tips.

Mocse Credit Union • 209-572-3600 • https://www.mocse.org/ 

 



 

Plan the Ideal Tailgating Experience
Throw a championship-worthy tailgate party with these tips

Autumn is here, and there’s no better time to throw a big tailgate party. Here are some tips for putting
together a pre-game celebration that everyone will still be talking about at the end of the season.

Make it responsible

Let’s get this one out of the way
first. It doesn’t matter how amazing
your tailgate plans are if you and
your guests trash the parking lot,
drink irresponsibly, pick fights with
other tailgaters or get kicked off the
premises. So don’t do any of that.
Know your tailgating location’s
rules and regulations ahead of
time. Make sure you’re prepared to
pack out all the trash you bring in.
Get along with your tailgating
neighbors, even if they’re
screaming for the other team. Most
importantly, don’t overdo it with the
alcoholic beverages (and if you do,
have a designated driver at the
ready).

Make it organized

Your tailgate party will go much more smoothly if you have a plan. Before the big day, make a
checklist of everything you need to bring. (This is also a good time to familiarize yourself with the
tailgating location.) Food and drinks are the obvious items, but don’t forget all the other things that
should accompany them. Plates, bowls, utensils, napkins, trash bags, grilling equipment, cleaning
supplies and containers or wraps for leftovers will make the day much more pleasant. You’ll also want
to make sure there’s enough gas or charcoal for your grill, ice for your coolers and a power source for
refrigerators and TVs.

Make it comfortable

Making sure all your guests are comfortable is key to a good tailgate party. Does everyone have
something to sit on? Is your vehicle’s actual tailgate big enough to handle everything, or do you need
to bring a folding table as well? While you’re at it, check the weather forecast. If rain is a possibility,
consider bringing a pop-up tent, umbrellas and ponchos. Blankets and coats (and hot drinks) will take
the edge off a cold and windy day. Sunscreen, headgear and insect repellent are a must for warmer
conditions.

Make it tasty

Ah, food, the centerpiece of every memorable tailgate party. The options are endless, but think about
which dishes you’ll want to make ahead and which ones you’ll want to prepare at the party site. If
you’re making a hot dish that doesn’t involve grilling, make sure you have a slow cooker ready to go.
Don’t forget sides, desserts and condiments! Of course, you’ll also want to make sure you have



enough food for all your guests — and maybe a little extra for the tailgaters across from you who
forgot to plan ahead.

Make it a party

Your tailgate event isn’t just any get-together; it’s a party for fans. You’ll want to represent your team in
a bold, noticeable way. Think team shirts and hats, pennants, banners and any other customized gear
you can gather. A good soundtrack will also help contribute to the festive atmosphere, so put together
a playlist of everyone’s favorite fight songs and stadium jams. While you’re at it, bring along some fun
games for when you’re not eating or getting ready to head inside the stadium. Cornhole, flip cup and
KanJam are just a few of your many options.

With a bit of planning and preparation, you’ll be ready to pull off a tailgating party that’s almost as fun
as watching your team score the winning touchdown. And if you and your crew aren’t into football,
these tips apply just as well to other sports, or even a concert.
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