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Holiday Closure

The credit union will be closed on Monday, October 8, 2018 in observance of the Columbus Day
Holiday. 
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Factors That Influence Your Home's Value
Four factors that impact the value of your home

Your home will probably be your greatest financial investment, and doing what you can to protect that
investment it is a constant effort. Smaller and larger factors, ranging from the way you keep your lawn
to the way you renovate your bathrooms, will affect the value of your home in the long run. Several
other factors that impact your home’s market value are out of your control. The best way to
understand how value works when it comes to your home is to learn what these elements are.

Location

The home experts at Trulia tell
Forbes that two similar homes in
the same neighborhood would be
valued differently depending on
where they’re located. A home
that’s nestled in a quiet cul-de-sac
will earn a greater return on the
market than a home that sits right
in front of a well-traveled road or
busy highway. Other location
deterrents include being adjacent
to a vacant lot or set too far from
certain conveniences like grocery
stores and gas stations.
Conversely, if your home is
situated near popular restaurants,
coffee shops or other thriving
establishments, you could see a
boost in your home’s value.

Neighbors

Tying into the idea of location are the people located around you — your neighbors. The Balance’s
Erin Eberlin writes that a neighborhood marked by unmaintained yards, shoddy homes and vacant or
foreclosed homes will have a negative affect on the value of your home. While this factor is difficult to
control, there are steps you can take to swing the pendulum if you sense the neighborhood taking a
turn for the worse. Specifically, you can politely talk to your neighbors about your concerns and
recommend homes for sale in the neighborhood to individuals who are ambitious and eager to turn a
negative into a positive.

Weather

If you live in an area that is prone to natural disasters such as earthquakes, tornadoes, floods,
mudslides, hurricanes and tsunamis, Eberlin writes that your property value will take a hit to
accommodate the risk. Even if your property survives a natural disaster and you are able to repair the
damage through your homeowner’s insurance, she warns that you might still have trouble when it
comes to selling it since buyers will have apprehensions about moving into an area where disaster
has struck in the past.

Renovations



Outdated decor can lower the value of your home — even if you’re of the opinion that a classic style
adds a personal touch that you prefer. Potential buyers don’t want to walk into a time capsule, and
they most likely aren’t interested in taking up extensive home improvement projects like kitchen or
bathroom renovation so quickly after moving into a new home.

If you believe that there is a possibility you could one day sell your home, it’s important to consider
how your renovation plans will hold up in the eyes of someone else. Naturally, it’s good for your home
to accommodate your wants and needs, but if you’re considering ripping out the bathtub and putting
in a walk-in shower, you may want to get a sense of what’s preferred on the market.

Keeping these factors in mind, you’ll be able to better protect your investment for longer. Then, when it
comes time to sell your home, you’ll find the payoff well worth the work you put in.
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Does the 4 Percent Rule Still Work?
Does the long-trusted rule of thumb still hold up?

If you’re well along the road to retirement, you’ve probably heard about the 4 percent rule in some
capacity. This guideline for making withdrawals in retirement has been confirmed through extensive
study and practice over the past 20 years, but there’s cause enough to question whether this strategy
is still valid today given the increasing financial demands put on retirees.

What is the 4 percent rule?

In 1994, financial advisor William P.
Bengen published “Determining
Withdrawal Rates Using Historical
Data,” in which he concluded that
the average satisfactory withdrawal
from the portfolio of a 60 to
65-year-old retiree would be about
4 percent. In every year after the
first, that individual would adjust the
amount withdrawn based on
inflation.

Bengen reached this conclusion by
testing the 4 percent rule against
three major financial events: the
recession of 1973-74, the stock
market decline of 1937-41 and the
early Great Depression years of
1929-31. He found that there was
no historical instance in which a 4 percent withdrawal annually adjusted for inflation would exhaust the
funds of a retirement portfolio before 33 years, adding that most portfolios following this method could
be drawn from for 50 years or more.

Four years after it was published, Bengen’s rule was confirmed and popularized in “Retirement
Savings: Choosing a Withdrawal Rate That Is Sustainable,” a study conducted by Trinity University
professors Philip L. Cooley, Carl M. Hubbard and Daniel T. Walz. The authors of the Trinity Study
re-confirmed their findings in 2011 with the publication of “Portfolio Success Rates: Where to Draw
the Line.”

In 2006, Bengen revised his findings in his book “Conserving Client Portfolios During Retirement,”
where he posited that the safe maximum withdrawal for retirees was actually closer to 4.1 percent on
taxable funds and 4.5 percent on tax-free funds withdrawn from a Roth IRA or 401(k).

Does the 4 percent rule still work? 

It’s important to understand that the 4 percent rule is a rule of thumb. As Investopedia notes, this
means that it is more of a guideline or general principle that can and should often be taken with a
grain of salt. Bengen himself confirms as much, telling blogger Early Retirement Dude in August
2017: “I like to remind people that the 4.5 percent rule is not a law of nature, like Newton’s laws of
motion, which will probably never change. Markets can change, and it is possible that in the future the
4.5 percent rule, which has held up for 50 years, might be violated. But I haven’t seen those



circumstances yet.”

The Motley Fool’s Maurie Backman points out that this particular rule of thumb will not apply to your
portfolio without about a 50-50 or 60-40 mix of stocks and bonds. If you heavily favor bonds or stocks,
then the rule may actually be counterintuitive to your retirement aims.

As far as the 4 percent rate itself, critics of the rule are split. Paula Pant of The Balance suggests the
more conservative 3 percent rule, which reduces the risk of overextension on a longer timeline.
Backman, on the other hand, suggests that the trend of people working into their 70s shortens the
retirement window, rendering the 4 percent rule too conservative. Dana Anspach writes for the
Balance that the 4 percent rule no longer applies after the age of 70.5 due to mandatory minimum
distributions from your IRA.

While the 4 percent rule is not hard and fast, Backman agrees that it serves as a solid starting point for
retirement planning. There are a multitude of factors at play in determining what works best for you,
including the amount you’ve saved and the diversity of your portfolio. The best approach is to seek the
input of a trusted financial advisor as you start barreling down on retirement and have them guide you
toward the best rule by which you can live most comfortably.
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Affordable Crossover Options
Four crossovers that won’t break your budget

Because the segment has grown so popular with drivers over the past several years, you’re afforded
no shortage of options if you’re in the market for a new crossover. Ranging in size, style and
substance, the wide-ranging selection of crossovers might have you feeling overwhelmed —
particularly if one of your biggest aims is value. The following crossovers provide plenty of bang
without requiring too much buck.

2018 Nissan Kicks

The all-new 2018 Nissan Kicks
replaces the JUKE, the polarizing
subcompact perhaps best known
for its quirky styling. The Kicks
favors a more conventional
aesthetic, but it’s anything but
ordinary thanks to Kicks Color
Studio®, which allows you to play
around with the colors and create a
look that’s perfectly matches your
personality.

There’s also quite a lot of
substance to go with that style: It
offers best-in-class front row
legroom, more front and rear
headroom than the Ford EcoSport
and Toyota C-HR, up to 25.3 cubic
feet of cargo space behind the
second row and a maximum 53.1 cubic feet of cargo space with the second row folded flat. With a
starting MSRP of $17,990 1, the 2018 Nissan Kicks isn’t just one of the freshest and most chic
offerings in its class, but also one of the most affordable.

2018 Hyundai Kona

Apart from its starting MSRP of $19,5002, the biggest appeal of the 2018 Hyundai Kona might just be
its presence. With its sleek, almost coupe-like profile and a wide range of fun color options, the Kona
manages to stand apart from its competition by appealing to drivers who love fun. Its optics aren’t just
appealing to drivers, however, as the Kona earned the Red Dot Award: Product Design 2018 and a
spot on Kelley Blue Book’s 10 Coolest New Cars Under $20,000 3, establishing it as a critical darling.

Looks aside, the Kona delivers a great deal of value from the base model with standard features
including a 7-inch color touch-screen display audio system with Android Auto™ and Apple CarPlay™
and 60/40 split fold-down and reclining rear seats. It’s also affordable if you want to upgrade. The
Kona SEL costs just a bit more at $21,150 4 and adds heated front seats, leather-wrapped steering
wheel and shift knob, proximity key entry, roof rails and Blind-Spot Collision Warning.

2019 Mazda CX-3

The 2019 Mazda CX-3 bridges the gap between mass market and luxury crossovers without
commanding a high price. Starting at just $20,3905, the new CX-3 improves on the 2018 model year



formula with a revised exterior (including new Soul Red Crystal paint option), improved materials and
a retuned SKYACTIV®-G 2.0-liter engine to delivers improved driving dynamics.

The base-level Mazda CX-3 Sport is well-equipped with new features, including a Direct Tire Pressure
Monitoring System and Blind Spot Monitoring with Rear Cross-Traffic Alert. An available Sport
i-ACTIVSENSE® Package adds valuable driver-assist features like Mazda Radar Cruise Control with
Stop & Go, Smart Brake Support with collision warning and an Adaptive Front-lighting System for an
additional $1,100. At the top of the line, the Mazda CX-3 Grand Touring increases luxury with exterior
chrome accents; Parchment or black full-leather seats with high-gloss, pleated piping; power
moonroof; and Mazda Navigation System for an MSRP of $25,7456.

2019 Toyota CH-R

The 2019 Toyota CH-R adds an entry-level LE trim, which knocks its starting MSRP down to just
$20,9457. Even at a lower price point, the CH-R is among the most technologically advanced
crossovers thanks to standard Toyota Safety Sense™ P, which includes cutting-edge technologies
like Pre-Collision System with Pedestrian Detection, Lane Departure Alert with Steering Assist,
Automatic High Beams and Full-Speed Range Dynamic Radar Cruise Control.

Safety comes first, but style isn’t far behind with the CH-R, which is arguably one of the most dynamic
and impressive crossovers on the road. With a low, sweeping silhouette; muscular body lines and
proportions; a cantilevered rear spoiler; and a futuristic face marked by standard cluster LED daytime
running lights, there’s nothing on the road that cuts quite the same profile as the Toyota CH-R.

There’s a lot to consider when shopping for a new crossover, from performance and spaciousness to
technology and safety. These vehicles demonstrate that it is possible to find an option that offers a
balance of everything you want without breaking your budget.
1Price is Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price (MSRP). MSRP excludes tax, title, license, options
and destination charge. Dealer sets actual price.
2MSRP of $19,500 excludes tax, title, license fees and destination charge. Actual dealer price may
vary. 
3For more information, visit www.kbb.com. Kelley Blue Book is a registered trademark of Kelley Blue
Book Co., Inc.
4MSRP of $21,150 excludes tax, title, license fees and destination charge. Actual dealer price may
vary.
5Starting at $20,110 MSRP for 2018 Mazda CX-3 Sport FWD models. MSRP excludes taxes, title,
license fees and $975 destination charge (Alaska $1,020). Actual dealer price will vary.
6MSRP excludes tax, title, license fees and $995 destination charge (Alaska $1,040). Model shown
priced higher. Actual dealer price will vary.
7MSRP excludes the Delivery, Processing, and Handling Fee of $920 for Cars (Yaris, Yaris iA, 86,
Corolla, Corolla HB, Camry, Camry HV, Prius LB, Prius c, Prius Prime, Miraj, Avalon, Avalon HV),
$1045 for Small/Medium Trucks, SUVs and Van (C-HR, RAV4, RAV4 HV, Highlander, Highlander HV,
4Runner, Sienna, Tacoma), $1,295 for Large SUVs (Sequoia, Land Cruiser), and $1,395 for Large
Truck (Tundra). (Historically, vehicle manufacturers and distributors have charged a separate fee for
processing, handling and delivering vehicles to dealerships. Toyota’s charge for these services is
called the “Delivery, Processing and Handling Fee” and is based on the value of the processing,
handling and delivery services Toyota provides as well as Toyota’s overall pricing structure. Toyota
may make a profit on the Delivery, Processing and Handling Fee.) Excludes taxes, license, title and
available or regionally required equipment. The Delivery, Processing and Handling Fee in AL, AR, FL,
GA, LA, MS, NC, OK, SC and TX will be higher. The published prices do not apply to Puerto Rico and
the U.S. Virgin Islands. Actual dealer price will vary.
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How to Create a Food Budget
Frugal grocery-buying strategies to minimize monthly expenses

While food expenses are a necessary component of any monthly budget, there are practical ways to
reduce food costs. Get the lowdown on creating a monthly food budget, as well as other steps you
can take to stick to personal savings goals in this area, in this article.

Calculate your typical monthly
food expenses

According to Kitchn contributor
Michaela Cisney, you should track
your food expenses for one month.
You’ll also want to keep each
receipt from the grocery store since
you’ll need to itemize food
expenses by category. Cisney
recommends using a digital
spreadsheet. Categories can
include drinks, frozen meals, baked
goods, meat and fresh produce. It’s
also a good idea to include how
much you spend on eating out
each month.

Compare your food spending
with USDA food plan averages

Next, compare your monthly food expenses to those in your area, Lifehacker contributor Melanie
Pinola advises. A great resource is the USDA’s food plans listed online, where each plan falls into one
of four categories: thrifty, low-cost, moderate-cost and liberal. This resource lists average national
costs for feeding a household of two or four, as well as a per-person weekly and monthly price
estimate for feeding an individual based on gender and age. Use one of the monthly amounts as your
total monthly food budget depending on which plan falls within reasonable limits of your monthly
income.

Use a grocery calculator tool

If you still need help determining the monthly amount you should allocate for food, browse online for a
grocery calculator tool or explore the app store for a related app. Penny Pinchin Mom founder Tracie
Fobes recommends using the grocery budget calculator available on the Iowa State University
website.

Use money-saving apps

Rebecca Lake, contributor with smartasset, recommends installing a grocery expense-reducing app.
For example, Food on the Table allows you to easily plan your meals for the week based on that
week’s sales at a particular grocery store. This is a great option for those who simply don’t have time
to browse sale ads from different stores. The app lets you input your family’s food preferences, and
then it automatically generates five meal plans based on matching items on sale at a grocery store
near you. Favado is another excellent app, available through Google Play™ store and iTunes®. It lets
you create a personalized shopping list and notifies you when your favorite products go on sale so you



can take advantage of the savings.

Additional tips for reducing food expenses 

Part of a budget is prioritizing what you most need while eliminating items you can live without. When
it comes to a food budget, there are a few great ways to keep costs low.

Forbes contributor Mindy Crary suggests limiting your alcohol consumption. Limit your favorite
adult beverage to once a month or for special occasions.
Limiting your dining-out expenses is another wise protocol to implement. Focus on reducing
frequency rather than dollar amount, Crary advises. “Instead of saying that you’ll cut take-out
from $200 per month to $100 per month, commit to going less often.”
Making meals ahead of time and freezing them is another safeguard against dining out
expenses. Crary suggests setting aside three to four hours every 10 days to make a few easy
meals ahead of time, such as casseroles, rice and beans, stir fry mixes and root vegetable
medleys.

By creating a simple food budget and applying some straightforward strategies, you can enjoy dining
on the cheap while staying within your means. You might be surprised at how easy it is to initiate this
financial shift.
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What to Know When Buying or Building a Fire Pit
Tips to help you buy or build the best and safest fire pit possible

You don’t have to limit evenings spent around a roaring fire with loved ones to camping trips and
special occasions. By incorporating a fire pit into your outdoor decor, you can spend more evenings
roasting marshmallows, telling stories and enjoying time together with friends and family all from the
comfort of your own home. Because this involves having open flames close to your home, you’ll want
to be certain that you follow certain necessary precautions before buying or building your own fire pit.

Buying

If your goal is to welcome people
around your fire pit, you will want to
pick one that has style. According
to The Spruce’s Lisa Hallett Taylor,
the popularity of fire pits as
backyard accessories means that
there is a wide variety of shapes,
sizes, patterns and approaches to
choose from.

Store-bought fire pits are available
in a variety of materials beyond
traditional stone, including steel,
aluminum, copper, stainless steel,
glass, cast iron and polyresin. Each
material has pros and cons to
consider, which might affect your
choice depending on your design
aesthetic, budget and maintenance
commitment.

“Opt for something that will wear well and extend the life of your fire pit. Cast aluminum is less likely to
rust, while copper can stain. Cast iron is a solid but heavy choice,” writes Taylor.

Part of the consideration process will involve fuel options. House Tipster’s Ande Waggener notes that
you’ll need to decide whether to use wood, natural gas, charcoal, propane or more eco-friendly
options like fire pit gel or bio-ethanol.

Since fire pits vary in price, ranging anywhere from $200 to thousands of dollars, Waggener stresses
the importance of doing your research before you buy to ensure that you are able to use a fire pit
within regulations. Don’t spend a dollar before you first check with your county or city government,
homeowner’s association or even neighbors in the know.

Getting the lowdown on fire pit laws will also help you determine where your fire pit can go, Taylor
adds. You will want to make sure that your fire pit is not placed too near to your home, directly on the
grass, a wood deck or beneath any sort of combustible overhang. Be mindful of trees, vegetation and
plants and powerlines.

Building

A fire pit you have built yourself is likely not going to be portable, so going this route is preferable if



you have a spot that you are willing to permanently dedicate to the purposes of a pit. Once you have
your designated spot picked out, you’ll want to begin researching materials. Manasa Reddigan, writing
for Bob Vila, notes that this should mean excluding any potentially flammable materials or non-porous
materials in the construction of your pit.

“The inner wall must be made of fireproof building materials, optimally fire brick; the outer walls should
still be heat-resistant but can be made of traditional brick, stone, masonry blocks (consisting of brick,
concrete, granite, etc.), concrete pavers or even heat-resistant outdoor stucco or tile,” writes
Reddigan. “Flagstone and crushed stone are ideal materials for the fire pit cap, and the stones in the
center of the pit, respectively.”

You’ll also want to incorporate a steel ring on the innermost wall of the fire pit to prolong its structural
integrity. When building and operating your fire pit, Reddigan advises having fire safety gear on hand,
such as a fire blanket and a multipurpose dry chemical fire extinguisher. If you decide to DIY your fire
pit, you’ll still have to consider rules, location, construction materials and fuel sources just as if you
were purchasing one ready-made.

If you are willing to put in the time, money and research to ensure you are making the right choice, the
payoff of having a safe fire pit is well worth the effort. Don’t cut any corners, do your diligence and
you’ll be able to have a campout at home any time you wish.
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