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Enhanced Mobile App!

Mocse has enhanced their Mobile App and will be launching it on July 11th. 

The App Icon may look the same but your Mobile Banking experience will be even better!

The enhanced Mocse App will include a menu for smoother navigation.  In addition, mobile deposits
will now show in your account immediately if the item is not subject to review and is less than
$500.00.*

The updated Mocse App gives you all the financial tools you need at your fingertips and is much
easier to use.

If your phone is NOT enabled for automatic updates, you will need to download our Mocse App from
the App Store or Google Play starting on July 11th. 

*Deposits over $500.00 are subject to delayed availability. 
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Exciting News!

Now Accepted At Costco!

Your Mocse Visa(R)  Credit Card is now accepted at Costco and Sam's Club.  You can also use your
Mocse Visa Debit Card too! 
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Operation Backpack

Mocse will be supporting "Operation Backpack" with the Stanislaus County Office of Education. 
Starting on July 15th and continuing through July 29th, office supplies & backpacks will be collected at
our Modesto branch locations.  Together we can make a difference! 
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Is It Time to Start Planning for the Holidays?
It’s never too early to get prepared!

Between the in-laws coming to town and figuring out where your 47 cousins are going to sit at the
dinner table, there is enough to stress about during the holidays — money doesn’t need to be one of
them.

Here are a few things you can do right now to help get you prepared early on.

1. Assess your finances, make your gift list and create a budget – Regardless of the season, you
should be taking a fresh look at your finances and budget every few months, so any time is ideal to
look at the big picture and see where your money is going and how your spending habits have
changed. Next, list the people you plan to buy for and, based on your financial assessment, budget
how much you plan to spend on each person.

2. Set aside money – Now that
you’ve taken the time to analyze
your financial situation, you may
have found areas where you can
cut costs. Can you forgo your
weekly pedicure or trip out with
co-workers after work and instead
put that money toward holiday
gifts? Then, make sure you aren’t
tempted to spend that extra money
on frivolous items.

“If you don’t already have a savings
account specifically for the
holidays, commonly known to some
as a ‘Christmas Club,’ create one,”
said John Lal, founder and CEO
of BeFrugal.com, in an article in
U.S. News & World Report Money.
“It’s much easier to leave money
untouched if it isn’t easily
accessible.”

3. Start shopping now – Spread out your spending and make the holidays more manageable by
starting to check off your gift list early.

Shopping ahead means you can make the most of sales and seasonal pricing trends; the challenge is
planning out more thoughtful gifts, as you have to consider whether the recipient will still enjoy that
item come December. Finally, stick to your budget. Planning ahead will do you no good if you end up
overspending anyway.

4. Book your travel early – CEO of CheapAir.com Jeff Klee and his staff went through over 560
million fare search records in 2013 and found that seven weeks in advance is the best time to book
airfare, and even earlier if you’ll be traveling during a high-traffic time period, such as — you guessed
it — the holidays.







Furthermore, consider what else you may want to do during that time frame as well.

“If you’re opting for a high-traffic destination, a cruise or an international jaunt, book those tickets and
hotel rooms early,” said finance writer Dana Dratch for Bankrate.com.   

Don’t let money woes add to your holiday stress; allow yourself to enjoy the upcoming season more
by planning ahead and starting early. You’ll be happy you did.
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Energy- and Money-Saving Home Improvement
Projects
Eco-friendly and financially responsible upgrades for your house

Energy costs are a huge expense for home dwellers these days, so people are always looking for
various ways to be more energy-efficient within the home while also not draining their bank accounts.

There are numerous ways to get a money-smart energy-efficiency update, with many of them being
just day- or weekend-long renovation projects.

Seal your ducts – Your ducts carry hot or cold air to different parts of the home in forced-air heating
and cooling systems.

“About 20 to 30 percent of the air that moves through the duct system is lost due to leaks, holes and
poorly connected ducts,” the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency estimates. Wrapping these ducts
can save you big money.

Add insulation – Now that you’ve
plugged up the drafts in your
home, you can take some time to
add insulation, a basic — but
crucial — next step.

“It turns out that about half of the
homes in the United States are
underinsulated,” said Alliance to
Save Energy President Kateri
Callahan to U.S. News & World
Report.

“If you added up all the leaks,
holes and gaps in a typical home’s
envelope, it would be the
equivalent of having a window open
every day of the year,” adds the
EPA site.

An added bonus: Installing
insulation is fairly cheap and simple.

“With a little how-to research, installation is relatively easy, but be sure to wear a mask and gloves,
and don’t cover any vents — and don’t fall through the ceiling!” advises real estate finance expert
Steven McLinden in a Business Insider article.

Replace windows and doors – For a more thorough and slightly more expensive home
improvement project to save energy (and, in the long run, money), try replacing windows and doors
throughout your house with high-efficiency ones. Use wood-framed windows and any door that is not
hollow inside, as air is able to infiltrate hollow doors.

“If you can replace windows, you can see a huge savings,” says Senior Home Remodeling Advisor
Mark Paulson, who recommends at least double-paned replacements. “Buy the best windows you







can. With windows, you truly get what you pay for.”

Get an advanced thermostat – McLinden also discovered that you can save up to $180 per year on
a programmable thermostat for your home, which Energy Star also finds to be more efficient than a
regular thermostat. Programmable thermostats adjust temperatures automatically and start at around
just $60.

McLinden also recommends smart thermostats — which can be more expensive.

“Some smart thermostats have monitoring systems that track energy use in various circuits around the
house, so you can make adjustments where needed,” he says. “Before taking that plunge, consider
smartphone apps that allow you to dim lights and control thermostats, power strips and other
connected devices from your phone.”

Upgrade your water heater – Experts say that water heating can comprise a large chunk of annual
energy usage in a home, so installing a high-efficiency water heater can really drive down energy
costs. Contributor to U.S. News & World Report Steven Holbrook found tankless water heaters to be
especially advantageous.

“Tankless water heaters allow users to shave 20 percent off their water bill. In addition to lasting five to
10 years longer than tank heaters, tankless heaters never run out of hot water,” he wrote, adding that
you also get a federal tax rebate through Energy Star if you purchase one.

Replace outdated HVAC systems – Heating or cooling systems that are between 10 and 20 years
old are probably going to be inefficient, according to Energy Star. On the other hand, even a standard
updated system can save you money on energy bills, and a high-efficiency unit will save you even
more.

More important than being generally quick and simple, the aforementioned home improvement
projects give you the most bang for your buck when it comes to saving on home energy. Furthermore,
financing some of the larger projects can also be straightforward, thanks to various loans available
through your financial institution.
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Important Steps Before Buying a Home
Preparing for the home-buying process

So, you’re ready to buy a home. Home ownership is a major milestone in anyone’s life — but also one
that involves lots of complexities and responsibilities.

That’s why it’s important to take the necessary steps before shelling out the down payment. If not
done correctly, buying a home can cause major financial regrets that can last a lifetime.

Before signing on the dotted line for your home, consider these tips — from determining where you
want to live to all the documents that go along with the purchase:

Research the neighborhood - You know what they say: location, location, location. Consider factors
like crime reports, school options, job market and cost of living. And above all, it has to be a place you
want to stay for a while. In fact, experts recommend buyers plan on staying in a new home no fewer
than five to seven years.

“You’re going to spend thousands of dollars to get into the home. To get out of it is going to be equally
expensive and may possibly cost more when you do it in less than five years or in a down market,”
says HSH.com (a publisher of mortgage information and rates) vice president Keith Gumbinger.

Find a realtor in advance - “Start
to talk to your local realtor six
months ahead of time,” says
residential broker and former
president of the National
Association of Realtors Pat
Vredevoogd Combs. “Most have a
good handle on mortgage people
in the area. And there are a lot of
really cool mortgage programs out
there for first-time buyers.” One
example would be some local
governments that offer interest rate
or down payment subsidies to
buyers who agree to buy a home in
certain areas. Also keep in mind
that governments or employers
may subsidize teachers, fire
fighters, police officers, nurses and
other service professionals who
might not be able to afford a home in high-priced areas.

Get preapproved - Ensuring that you’re preapproved for a loan makes the home-buying process a lot
easier on you.

“The first-time homebuyer needs to be very savvy and have an upfront preapproval letter that will help
give the seller confidence that [the buyer] can close the loan and obtain the funds,” explains Mortgage
Lender loanDepot President and COO David Norris. So before you even begin your search, make the
process of getting preapproved mandatory. And along with that, be patient in terms of getting this
preapproval.







“[Buying a home] is really like finding a job — it’s going to take a lot of time to prepare,” says
ClearPoint Credit Counseling Solutions Certified Housing Counselor Cara Pierce. “That way, when the
deal comes along, you’re ready to pounce on it.”

Establish what you can afford - You might find that the maximum you’re prequalified for is pretty
high — and that doesn’t necessarily mean you should spend that amount on a home. Instead,
determine what you feel comfortable spending.

“Each person has to know the difference in his [or her] own mind,” says Combs. “If you’re just getting
by with your current rent payment and the lender says you can qualify for more, give it some thought.”

Collect necessary financial documents - There’s a lot of paperwork surrounding home buying that a
lender will need. Items such as income tax returns, W-2 wage statements, paycheck stubs, bank and
investment account statements, divorce decrees, child support documents, and recent credit card
statements. Keep all these documents in one folder, which will keep you organized and ready. This
will also help you come up with your budget — what you can comfortably afford as a down payment
and monthly payments, as well as taxes, insurance and other expenses. 

Try to keep a steady credit history - If possible, during the process of home buying, put off any
major changes that can affect your credit, such as switching jobs or purchasing a new vehicle.

“When you sit at the closing table, you will be asked to sign a document that says your credit is the
same as it was when you originally applied for the loan,” says Combs. Unless the job is in the same
industry and with higher pay, lenders aren’t keen on you changing your financial picture during the
process of a pending mortgage application.

If you’re looking to buy a home, we can help you get the mortgage you need. Contact us today.
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Plan a Vacation to Jackson Hole, Wyoming
What to do, where to stay and what to eat in Jackson Hole

Located in the valley between Wyoming’s Teton Mountain Range and Gros Ventre Range, Jackson
Hole got its name from the mountain men who had to descend down steep slopes to reach it.

Today, the land is much more easily accessible, but it still possesses the fascinating wildlife and
natural beauty that the early trappers first admired years ago.

What to do

One of the best places to
appreciate Jackson Hole’s scenic
surroundings is Laurance S.
Rockefeller Preserve, a 1,106-acre
refuge located within Grand Teton
National Park on the southern end
of Phelps Lake. Once a private
vacation retreat for John D.
Rockefeller Jr. and his family,
today the preserve’s views of the
majestic Teton mountains can be
enjoyed by everyone. Plan your trip
at

https://nps.gov/grte/planyourvisit/lsr.htm.

There is also plenty of wildlife to take in—both in real life and in still life. You can see animals in their
natural habitat at the 25,000-acre National Elk Refuge, or see them beautifully depicted at the
National Museum of Wildlife Art that overlooks the refuge. Learn more about these destinations at
http://fws.gov/refuge/national_elk_refuge/ and http://wildlifeart.org/.

If you are traveling in the wintertime, you are probably looking to hit the slopes. Jackson Hole
Mountain Resort is often held up as the best ski resort in all of North America. Whether you are a
casual skier who wants to stick to the intermediate slopes or a thrill-seeker who wants to take on the
famously steep Corbet’s Couloir, there is no better place to be than Jackson Hole Mountain Resort.
 Head to http://jacksonhole.com/ to learn more.

Where to stay

The Four Seasons Resort Jackson Hole has much to recommend, beginning with its location, which is
close to the Jackson Hole gondola for the winter and near Grand Teton and Yellowstone National
Parks for the summer. There is also the impeccable service, which includes a winter staff that will
buckle your ski boots for you. To top it all off, the hotel’s Westbank Grill has been called the “go-to
spot for steak in Jackson” by Eater.com.  For booking information, visit
http://fourseasons.com/jacksonhole/.







If you want to experience the history of Jackson Hole, get a room at The Wort Hotel. A downtown
Jackson establishment since 1941, this gem combines rustic aesthetics with modern amenities. Plus,
the hotel’s Silver Dollar Bar and Grill is also a great spot for a stiff drink and a hearty meal. To reserve
a room, go to http://worthotel.com/rooms/rates-and-reservations/.

Where to eat

The region’s most iconic restaurant is the Snake River Grill, which treats locals and vacationers to a
world-class fine dining experience. Patrons might experience sticker shock when they first glimpse the
menu or extensive wine list, but this is one expensive eatery that is actually worth the money. View
the menu at http://snakerivergrill.com/.

If your palette or wallet wants a break from fancy fare, head to Café Genevieve, a historic Main Street
eatery that raised its profile when it was featured on the Food Network television show “Diners,
Drive-ins and Dives.” This no-frills establishment specializes in down home cooking, with specialties
that include steak frites and fried chicken and waffles. See their current menu at
https://genevievejh.com/.

Another unpretentious yet delicious option is The Bird, an old school kitchen and bar known for having
the “best burger in Wyoming.” Of course, with 21 burgers on the menu, it may take a while for you to
figure out which one earns that prestigious title! Get more information at http://thebirdinjackson.com/.

If you’re still hungry after all of that, stop by Moo’s Gourmet Ice Cream in downtown Jackson to finish
your evening with a scoop of huckleberry. See the latest flavor combinations at
http://moosjacksonhole.com/.

There is a whole lot to see, experience and taste in Jackson Hole. Let these recommendations be
your guide as you indulge in the best that Wyoming has to offer.
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Natural Remedies to Relieve Sunburn
Soothe a sunburn with these holistic remedies

Summer is a time of fun in the sun, but sometimes this fun can have negative consequences.

If sunscreen isn’t applied well enough while you are outside, it can result in a nasty sunburn. Even if
sunscreen has been applied, sunburn can still happen. So what can be done to help relieve the
itching and pain? To help soothe sunburn, keep these five natural remedies in mind.

Witch hazel

Witch hazel is a known natural
astringent, capable of providing
long-lasting anti-inflammatory relief.
Prevention.com suggests using this
remedy often on the inflamed area
to reduce the amount of pain and
swelling caused by the sunburn.
For smaller areas, simply dip
cotton balls into the liquid and dab
it onto the sunburn gently. If the
sunburnt area is larger, moisten a
cloth with the witch hazel and lay it
over the burn.

Diluted apple cider vinegar

There is a simple apple cider
vinegar mixture that can reduce the
pain of sunburn drastically.
Because of apple cider vinegar’s astringent qualities, it is the perfect natural solution to soothe
sunburnt skin and is incredibly easy to make. Combine one cup of apple cider vinegar with one cup of
water. Pour the mixture into a spray bottle and spray the affected area to cool the burn.

Aloe

Many people know of aloe’s ability to soothe burns, but they typically turn to the store-bought gels and
oils rather than the natural source. Instead of heading out to the store to purchase aloe, consider
using your own aloe plant. Simply break off a leaf of the plant and squeeze the gel-like liquid onto the
sunburn. Then, gently rub it in until it is evenly spread across it. The relief should be almost
instantaneous. If you don’t happen to have an aloe plant around, WellnessMama.com suggests
looking for an aloe gel that has no preservatives to reduce the amount of chemical exposure.

Peppermint oil

If the sunburnt skin isn’t blistered, the Farmer’s Almanac suggests applying peppermint oil to the
sunburn. The holistic nature of peppermint will cool the skin, reducing the amount of pain the burn
causes. Use a peppermint infusion for the best relief results, rather than a concentrate.

Lavender

Lavender is a useful herb to have around the house, as it can be used in many ways. Not only is it











known for its calming influences, but this plant can also be used in many ways to sooth sunburnt skin.
Add lavender oil to a cool bath to soothe a large sun-burnt area. The lavender oil can also be mixed
with water in a spray bottle to create a calming remedy. Just mix together one cup of water with about
20 to 25 drops of lavender oil in a spray bottle, then spray it on the affected areas.

Sunburn can be painful, but you can easily fight the pain with these helpful natural remedies. Using
these natural resources will soothe the burn, while giving you peace of mind.
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Tracking and Cutting Down on Your Grocery Bill
Simple tips can help you save big

There are many bills you can’t easily control, but your food bill isn’t one of them. Here are a few ways
to help track and cut costs.

According to the United States Department of Agriculture in the Official USDA Food Plans for March
2016, the average American family with two parents (ages 19-50) and two kids (ages 6-8 and 9-11
years) spends $850.10 per month for a low-cost plan and  $1,287 per month for a “liberal plan.” That’s
between $10,200 and $15,400 annually. Even a couple between the age of 51-70 spends over $8,500
per year.

But that doesn’t mean there isn’t anything you can do about it. A few simple tools can help you get a
better grip on what you spend and cut those costs.

The first thing you need to do
before you cut your spending is
track exactly what you’re spending
your money on. You could always
use a spreadsheet, but there are
some great apps that can help you
keep track, including Level Money
(available for both iOS and Android,
and downloadable at
https://www.levelmoney.com/), Mint
(available for iOS, Android and
Kindle, and downloadable at
https://www.mint.com/), or
GoodBudget (available for both iOS
and Android, and downloadable at
https://goodbudget.com/).

These tools can help you zero in
on exactly where your money is
going, enabling you to see where
you can alter your habits.

Plan ahead

It may seem simple, but planning ahead will eliminate many of those fast-food runs or even additional
shopping trips.

“When I work with clients, we find that the food budget is the single easiest way to reduce expenses
and derive more satisfaction out of everything you eat,” stated Financial Planner and Contributor for
Forbes Mindy Crary.

She recommends eight easy ways to cut your food bill in half, especially planning menus two weeks
out, before grocery shopping; doing the grocery shopping only three times per month; and sticking to
your list.

“Carve out time in your schedule (about 30 minutes) to plan your breakfasts, lunches, dinners and
snacks for the next 10-14 days,” noted Crary. “Start by checking your kitchen cabinets for what you







snacks for the next 10-14 days,” noted Crary. “Start by checking your kitchen cabinets for what you
already have on hand, and build your menu to use up cans of soup and other staples.” 

Pay with cash

While it may seem difficult, using cash will eliminate many of those unnecessary purchases and help
you stick to your list.

“Going cash-only when you head to your local supermarket forces you to stick to your budget,
especially if you leave your cards behind and only bring the amount of money you’ve allocated for
groceries for that particular shopping trip,” wrote Kathleen Elkin for Business Insider. She also
recommends going generic, stocking up on seasonal items while they’re at their cheapest, and
shopping the perimeter of the store where you’re more likely to find the healthier items like dairy and
produce.

Saving money on groceries is easier than you think. Take the time to make a plan, and you’ll be
cutting your food bill in no time.
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