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Faster Transactions

Faster Transactions Reminder

As technology evolves so does payment processing time.  We would like to remind our members that
all transactions can clear your account at any time.  We are making changes to meet the needs of our
members and requirements in changing payment environments.  We will be transitioning our
automated (ACH) deposits and withdrawals from clearing once a day to multiple times a day.  We
encourage you to utilize Internet Banking and our Mobile App to manage your accounts, transfer
funds, schedule payments, view history and statements, and more. 
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Buying Out Your Leased Vehicle: The Pros and Cons
What are the advantages of a lease buyout?

The car you’ve been leasing for the past 36 months is amazing — still with low mileage and still in
great shape; it rides like a dream and is perfect for your lifestyle. You’re strongly considering keeping
the car when your lease is up by buying it out. But don’t be so hasty.

There are certain situations that are better suited over others for a lease buyout, but what are the
positive and negative aspects of the situation?

Advantages

So maybe you didn’t keep your car
in such great shape — it’s got a
couple of dents and scratches. Or
perhaps you went a hundred or so
miles over your mileage limit.
Unless you purchased the excess
coverage, that “small” damage and
those “few” miles can add up in the
form of fees upon return of the
leased car. If you decide to
purchase the car, all those extra,
unforeseen fees will disappear.

You can also potentially save
yourself money by renegotiating
with a lending company. Lucy
Lazarony from Bankrate.com
recommends letting the leasing
company come to you.

“Make the first move and you could
blow your best chance of negotiating a good deal on your lease buyout,” Lazarony says, adding that
this is also the time to ask about other possible incentives, such as eliminating the purchase-option
fee or discounting financing on your buyout loan.

Lazarony notes that successful negotiation is much more likely when you are dealing with a smalltime
lender.

On the other hand, if you want to avoid getting those pesky phone calls constantly inquiring about
your lease-end decisions and money is less of a concern, then informing the company about your
buyout choice right away is the way to go.

“Let’s face it, shopping for a car takes a lot of time and energy. Buying your leased car can save
several weekends on car lots and most of the frustration that comes with the process,” according to
Russ Heaps of Autotrader.com.

Finally, you might get lucky and your vehicle is worth more than its residual value (also known as the
payoff amount), so your purchase price will be much lower than expected.







Disadvantages

The other side of the coin, however, would be that your vehicle’s residual value is higher than what it’s
worth, turning a positive into a negative. Furthermore, the entire premise of a lease is to make it more
attractive for those who want to return the car when their term is up. The pricing formula includes
adjusting three factors: initial sale price, interest rate and residual value.

“First, automakers typically lower the initial sale price of the car, called the ‘cap cost.’ They may also
lower the interest rate of the lease, aka the ‘money factor,’” explains Tara Baukus Mello of
Bankrate.com. “These changes may be done in combination with increasing the residual value or the
amount you pay if you want to buy the car at the end of the lease.”

That said, lease buyouts generally end up being more expensive than if you had just decided to
purchase the vehicle from the get-go.

Buying, leasing and buying out your lease are not your only options, however.

“If you don’t want to buy the car, you can apply your equity to a new lease,” says consumer expert
Herb Weisbaum. “You could also choose to sell your leased car to the dealer. Dealers need
low-mileage used vehicles. So right now they are often willing to pay more than the residual value,
especially if the car is in good condition and within the mileage allowance.”

Regardless of which option you are leaning toward, just remember to do your research. A smart,
informed consumer always ends up with the best deals. And when you have any questions about
finances, give us a call or stop by.
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Rising Interest Rates and the Housing Market
How will the housing market change as interest rates go up?

When the Federal Reserve announced that it would raise its short-term interest rate, people across
the country were left wondering exactly how that would affect them. For many people, the impact on
mortgage rates is of particular concern.

The first thing to keep in mind is that the Federal Reserve, commonly referred to as the Fed, keeps a
very close eye on the economy and has kept the rate low for so long specifically to help the economy
improve in a stable manner. Judging by past history, there will likely never be a sudden, massive
increase. Instead, the rate increases will come in small, gradual increments, and if there is a bad
reaction, the Fed will re-evaluate its plan.

“After the dot-com recession it took
the Fed three years to raise the
funds rate from the then-low of 1
percent to 5.25 percent, where it
sat on the eve of the financial
crisis,” according to Ian Salisbury
of Time Money. “Given the
continued weakness of the
economy, the Fed might act even
slower this time around.”

When that crisis did occur, the Fed
determined that it needed a new
plan to help end the recession.
This plan took the form of carefully
maintained, super low interest rates.

“Perhaps no sector has benefited
more from ultralow rates than
housing, which was devastated by
the real estate crash,” according to
Paul Davidson of USA Today.

Because people associate the recession with the housing market, and because the market was
impacted greatly by the Fed’s low rates, many people are anticipating a big impact on their mortgages
following the increase in interest rates.

“But today’s housing market is supported by far more than low mortgage rates — namely steady job
and economic growth,” says Davidson. “What’s more, 30-year mortgages are priced off 10-year
Treasury note yields, which do rise as short-term rates climb, but not as steeply.”

The bottom line is that the Fed would not be changing the interest rate if it didn’t think the housing
market could handle it. The overall economic climate of today is much stronger than it has been in
recent years, but this does not mean that the cost of owning a home will not go up at all.

“Doug Duncan, chief economist of Fannie Mae, the giant government-sponsored funder of mortgages,
expects [the December] Fed hike of a quarter of a percentage point to have virtually no immediate
impact on Treasury or mortgage rates, noting that markets already have priced in the move,” says







Davidson. “Assuming the Fed raises its rate by a percentage point over the next year, Duncan expects
30-year mortgage rates to drift from 3.9 percent to 4.1 percent during the period. That would boost the
monthly cost of a typical $225,000 mortgage by $26, to $1,454 — not enough to deter most buyers.”

As the saying goes, when it comes to houses, the most important factor is “location, location,
location.” This is equally applicable when it comes to analyzing interest rates. Some markets will
experience much more of an impact than others, so it is important to think about how your area’s
mortgages are changing in order to assess how you will be affected.

“To see how prices might be hit by rising rates, real estate consultant John Burns ran the numbers
assuming the rate for a 30-year fixed mortgage gradually moves back up to 6 percent from the current
average of just more than 4 percent,” states John W. Shoen for CNBC. “The result is that some very
hot markets — including San Francisco; San Jose, California; and Miami — may be overvalued by
more than 20 percent.”

So, if you live in one of those areas, you may want to speak with your financial adviser about what
you can expect in the upcoming years. This can help you stay stress-free and budget appropriately.
You may also want to look into which markets will be impacted the least.

“In other markets, where prices haven’t risen nearly as fast, homes are still undervalued — even if
mortgage rates move back up to 6 percent,” states Shoen. “Those undervalued markets include
Chicago, Atlanta and Detroit.”

So, it is clear that this change, while important for the continued growth of the economy, won’t have a
tremendous immediate impact on most people’s mortgages. And as always, if you are wondering
about your specific financial situation, talking to your financial institution is your best bet.
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The Worst Passwords People Keep Using — and
How to Create Better Ones
Why secure passwords are the key to avoiding account hijackers

Passwords are some of those things that
humans just don’t have time for. As a
result, we tend to use passwords that are
easy to remember. But that means that
anyone can remember them, which
increases your risk of being hacked.

However, creating a strong password
decreases the chance that a hacker can
easily figure it out and log in to your
account. There’s a reason most websites
call for case-sensitive passwords or ones
with numbers and/or symbols. The
problem is, most people are still using
easy-to-guess passwords.

In an analysis done by SplashData, a
security and applications service provider,
the top 10 passwords of 2015 were:

123456
password
12345678
qwerty
12345
123456789
football
1234
1234567
baseball

As you can see, these passwords are extremely easy to guess, and that makes it easy for hackers to
break in to your important accounts.

Besides avoiding common passwords, consider these tips to create better, stronger passwords to
reduce your risk of being hacked:

Use special characters
In addition to changing up capital and lowercase letters in your password, experts recommend also
using numbers and special characters like exclamation points or question marks. In fact, online
security company Bit9 estimates that it takes a hacker only 3½ minutes to guess an eight-character,
lowercase password, which is what most people tend to use.

Don’t reuse the same password
Steer clear of making your password the same for numerous online accounts.







“Reusing a password is like reusing the same key for every lock and having that key be something
that you give out to everyone you meet,” Joe Siegrist, CEO of LastPass, says to Business Insider.
“And it can also be copied instantly and used remotely.”

Make them long
This may seem obvious, but the longer the password the better.

“Create a phrase like ‘I hope the Giants will win the World Series in 2016!’ Then, take the initials of
each word and all numbers and symbols to create your password,” Dennis O’Reilly said to CNET. “So,
that phrase would result in this: ‘IhtGwwtWSi2016!’”

Avoid using personal information
Because it can be easier to remember, people tend to create passwords using personal information
like their birthdays, anniversaries, relatives’ or kids’ names, favorite sports teams, cities of birth, dates
of graduation, etc. However, hackers can easily find this type of information, which is typically what
they will try first when attempting to breach accounts.

Don’t write them down
Since the likelihood of someone breaking into your home and finding your password notes isn’t likely,
this tip mostly applies to on-the-job passwords.

“[Writing down passwords is] really not a great idea, particularly at work,” says Boston-based digital
security expert Beth Jones. “Physical security is just as important as online security. Anyone walking
by could see the sticky note next to your machine and then break in to your accounts (especially if
you use the same password for everything),” she adds.

Avoid public computers
“Be careful when using a public kiosk computer like the ones at the airport. Never let browsers on
computers you don’t own store passwords,” says Chris Burchett, founder and chief technology officer
for Addison, Texas-based information security firm Credant. “In fact, it would be best not to log in to
any website requiring a password from a computer you don’t own.”

Change passwords often
It’s important to update passwords every few months, which will increase security. “Treat your
password like your toothbrush, according to U.S. Astronomer and Author Clifford Stoll. “Don’t let
anybody else use it, and get a new one every six months.”

Since most people spend large amounts of time online, changing your password is becoming more
and more important. Developing a system that works for you can help, so get started today.
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Vehicle Details: What’s a Supercar?
The most elite vehicles on the road today are amazing

There’s no shortage of practical and economical vehicles on the road today, and many of them are
well-priced too. According to U.S. News & World Report in May 2015, the average transaction price
for a new vehicle was $33,560.

Many people consider a luxury car from Lexus or Mercedes-Benz the symbol of choice to show others
that you’ve made it. They offer luxurious interiors, lots of cutting-edge technology features and striking
designs. But when a $70,000 vehicle isn’t good enough, there are those supercars that most people
can only dream about, with features like seats stitched with gold thread, headlights with diamonds,
engines that crank out 1,000 horsepower and price tags that top $1 million. 

Bugatti Veyron

Since 2005, the Veyron has elevated the supercar game as few cars before it had. Sure, entries from
Lamborghini and Ferrari enabled buyers to achieve neck-snapping speeds in the lap of luxury, but the
Veyron brought the supercar to the current generation. With over 1,000 hp, zero-to-62 in 2.5 seconds
and a top speed of just shy of 250 mph, the Veyron did what many thought was impossible. The price
tag for such a car hovers around $1.7 million.

Koenigsegg Agera RS

When people think of Swedish
vehicles, Volvo is traditionally the
first thing to come to mind. But for
those lucky enough to be able to
attain a supercar in the first place,
the Koenigsegg brand has a real
treat. The Agera RS is as fast and
powerful as nearly any other
supercar on the market, and
allowed the brand to secure
deposits for all 25 units it put up for
sale. And with an asking price
somewhere around $2 million,
that’s no small feat. Koenigsegg
says the Agera RS can achieve
1,100 hp with 95 octane fuel, and
even more when you put in E85
through the twin-turbo 5.0-liter V8
engine.

W Motors Lykan Hypersport

With its love for the lavish, it was only a matter of time before Dubai got into the supercar arena. The
first creation of W Motors is the $3.4 million Lykan Hypersport, meant to invite Instagram posts all over
Dubai. And with so many insane spectacles all around the country, that’s saying something. The
Lykan Hypersport goes beyond raw power and adds features like gold stitching and diamond
headlights.







“Diamonds in the headlights are something we don’t need at all, actually. It was a true marketing
gimmick that we integrated. But people talk about it,” according to Ralph R. Debbas, the W
Motors’ CEO.

Sure, the majority of people will never be able to buy their own supercar, but as long as your vehicle
gets you where you need to go and you love it, there’s nothing wrong with dreaming. And when you
find your dream car, let us help you with the financing.
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Tempe, Arizona
Experience the beauty and majesty of one of Arizona’s southern
cities

One of the shining gems of the Phoenix metropolitan area, Tempe is an oasis in the desert of
Arizona. With family-friendly attractions, a rich culture and top-notch restaurants, any visitor is sure to
enjoy spending a little time in Tempe.

Where to stay

One of the top hotels in the area is
Tempe Mission Palms, which
combines an ideal downtown
location with a relaxing and
luxurious resort-like feel. In
addition to the beautiful grounds
and courtyard, the Mission Palms’
proximity to the airport and nearby
restaurants and shops makes it a
popular choice among travelers. To
find out more information or to
book a reservation, visit

http://www.missionpalms.com/phoenix-hotel-rooms.

Travelers looking for something a bit trendier might want to check out Graduate Tempe—an older
hotel that has been revitalized with a cool, modern look and feel. There are two restaurants attached
to the building: the South American-themed Tapacubo and the more traditional Normal Diner. The two
restaurants offer different but delectable fare. To reserve accommodations at this hip hotel, go to
http://graduatetempe.com/rooms/.

What to do

There are plenty of fun activities for families in Tempe, beginning with Tempe Town Lake—a reservoir
lake that provides fishing and boating opportunities in the middle of a desert. The Tempe Town Lake
is also host to the city’s biggest events, from the Summer Ends Music Festival to Oktoberfest. There
are even more fun water activities at Big Surf Waterpark, which bills itself as “America’s Original
Waterpark” and features the world’s third-largest wave pool. Arizona Mills—which features a mile of
shopping destinations and entertainment options—is another attraction that is popular with families.
And if you are visiting in March, why not take advantage of the opportunity to see a spring training
baseball game at the scenic Tempe Diablo Stadium?

As the home of Arizona State University, the city of Tempe has a lot of culture to offer as well. In
addition to the Arizona State University Art Museum, the ASU Grammage is one of the world’s largest
university-based presenters of performing arts, and the auditorium stands as the last public







commission of legendary architect Frank Lloyd Wright.

What to eat

One of the most consistently popular restaurants in Tempe is House of Tricks, a romantic historic
home located in the heart of the city that is beloved for its seasonal menu and tasty cocktails (locals
prefer the gin-based Green Thing). La Bocca Urban Pizzeria + Wine Bar is another ideal date night
destination that features great food and drinks. For a more modern dining experience, try the English
cuisine at the trendy Cornish Pasty Co.

Tempe also has plenty of inexpensive yet essential fare, including The Chuckbox burger joint, Café
Lalibela Ethiopian Cuisine and Curry Corner, which achieved national fame when it was featured on
Guy Fieri’s show “Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives.” Anyone visiting from the East Coast must be sure to
grab a bite at In-N-Out—Arizona is as far east as the beloved Los Angeles-based burger chain
extends.

There is so much to taste, see and do in Tempe—whether you are with family or on a romantic
getaway—that you may find yourself spending an extra day in this Southwestern oasis.
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How to Go Green in the Garden This Spring
Enjoy your favorite outdoor hobby without any environmental
concerns

Gardening is a peaceful pastime that can create a beautiful habitat for local animals, but can also be
difficult to maintain due to a variety of pests and natural dangers. Protecting a garden from pests, such
as bugs, and drought can be difficult, but it doesn’t mean you need to turn to harsh chemicals that
could hurt the environment. Instead, consider following these easy methods to go green in your
garden this spring.

Use natural pest control

When gardening, it might feel as if
there is a constant battle between
you and pests. Rather than fighting
this battle with the harmful
chemicals frequently found in
pesticides, choose a natural route.
The Mother Earth News website
suggests using garlic oil spray as a
way to fight off insects, such as
whiteflies, aphids and most beetles.

For the garlic oil spray, simply mix
three or four cloves of minced
garlic into two teaspoons of mineral
oil. Let it sit overnight. Strain the
garlic out of the oil and add it to
one pint of water, then add a
teaspoon of biodegradable dish
soap. Spray it on and around the
plants in your garden, and the majority of bugs will avoid them.

Be water-smart

Gardening can take a lot of water, so it’s important to be smart when watering your garden. Drip or
trickle irrigation systems are a great way to use less water while keeping your plants fresh. Try to
water early in the day to avoid evaporation. FarmFlavor.com even suggests harvesting rainwater to
keep your garden fresh. Simply use rain barrels to collect the water as it falls, then fill your watering
can with it. This is an eco-friendly yet easy method of keeping your garden green without wasting any
water.

Compost and recycle

Composting is one of the best ways to take care of a garden. A compost pile allows you to get rid of
leaves, twigs, weeds, dead annuals and kitchen waste without sending it to the local landfill. Using old
leaves from the fall as mulch also saves a lot of money in the long run, while also providing the
perfect nutrients for a garden to flourish.

Choose the right plants











There are millions of plants available, so it is important to choose the right ones for your garden.
Choosing disease- and insect-resistant plants is a great way to reduce the amount of work and worry
you put into a garden. If you are looking to entice bees and butterflies into your garden, then consider
planting at least ten pollinator-attracting plants. The California Native Plant Society even suggests
planting native plants to encourage their growth in your area.

Regardless of the type of garden you wish to plant in your backyard, there are several ways to stay
eco-friendly. Help out the environment while enjoying your favorite hobby by using green practices,
and your garden is sure to flourish.
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