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Your e-Experience Is About To Get Even Better!

Coming this fall our website and internet banking service will be enhanced to provide members with a
better online experience.  These enhancements will include:

Website redesign with easy access from any Smartphone, Tablet or PC.
Internet Banking with flexible display options 

Debit Card Rewards
Transfer Money to/from any Bank
BillPay
e-Statements

Mobile App 
Remote Deposit Capture
P2P (Person to Person) Payments
BillPay

Watch for more information to be provided through Mocse's eNews and other direct communications.
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Put Mocse In Your Wallet!
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Mocse Night at the Ball Park

Mocse's Night at the Ball Park will be on Saturday, July 26th.  Come out and support the Modesto
Nuts as they take on the Inland Empire 66ers.  Gates open at 6pm with First Pitch at 7:05pm.  It's
Duck Dynasty Night with Specialty Jerseys being Auctioned off to benefit the Boys & Girls Club. 
Enjoy great Food, Entertainment and Fireworks after the game.  Click Here for our Mocse Discount
Coupon .   
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Stanislaus County Fair

The Stanislaus County Fair will open on July 11th and run through July 20th.  Don't miss out on all the
great exhibits, carnival rides, food and entertainment!  Click Here for current fair information and
schedules.  
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Estate Planning Checklist
Make sure your estate plan is in order with this simple checklist

Estate planning can be overwhelming. After all, nobody wants to think too long about a time when
they won’t be there for their family. In order to make sure that your family is taken care of when you
aren’t around, however, it’s important to create a comprehensive estate plan. 

 

Although difficult to think about, making an estate plan doesn’t have to be difficult to complete. Simply
go through the steps on this list and you will be on your way to a solid estate plan. 

 

Create a will and name executor

 

A will is the most basic
documentation you will need
to create during the estate
planning process. It
determines who receives
your assets when you die. If
you do not have a will, the
state will decide where your
money and possessions end
up, and the state doesn’t
always choose immediate
family. Furthermore, a will
ensures that you, and not a
judge, determine who gains
custody of your children if
they are minors.

 

After you create your will,
you need to choose an
executor who will administer
your wishes.  It is important
to ensure that your executor
has copies of all important
documents and that he or
she is updated anytime you change your will. 

 

“It is important that you select an individual who is responsible and in a good mental state to make
decisions,” according to Investopedia. “Don't immediately assume that your spouse is the best choice.
Think about all qualified individuals and how emotions related to your death will affect this person's
decision-making ability.”







 

Keep beneficiary forms up-to-date

 

In order to ensure that all of your assets go to exactly whom you wish, it is important to keep
beneficiary forms in order and up-to-date.

 

“For life insurance policies and retirement accounts, including Individual Retirement Accounts and
401(k)s, the beneficiary form you fill out when you take out the policy or open the account determines
who gets the payouts when you die unless you’ve updated it. Not your will!” according to Forbes.

 

Name power of attorney

 

Assigning power of attorney for both financial and medical matters is one of the most important
aspects of estate planning. 

 

“By signing a durable power of attorney, you immediately give another person (your agent) the power
to make financial and legal decisions on your behalf,”
 states Forbes. “You can customize the form so the agent has more or less power to do things like
make annual exclusion gifts or change beneficiary designations on your retirement accounts.”

 

Aside from financial power of attorney, in order to ensure that your medical wishes are taken care of if
you’re incapacitated, you need to create a healthcare power of attorney, which is also known as a
healthcare proxy or healthcare surrogate. In order to ensure that your agent is able to carry out your
wishes fully, be sure that you create a HIPAA (Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act)
provision in your healthcare proxy documentation so that your agent can access your records.

 

Create a living will

 

In addition to your healthcare proxy, creating a living will ensures that all of your medical wishes are
carried out at the end of your life. A living will, also known as an advanced medical directive,
documents the exact life prolonging medical care that you do and do not want, such as feeding tubes
and resuscitation. 

 

“If you have a chronic illness, consider tailoring it to your condition. Include an explanation of how to
reconcile your choices with any family religious beliefs if they conflict to avoid family discord,”
according to Forbes.

 

Make a list of your contacts

 

Not all documents that are part of your estate plan need to involve your lawyer or accountant. One
important document you can complete on your own is a contact list. Creating and maintaining a list of
contacts will make your passing much easier on your friends, family and estate executor. 

 

To start with, be sure to include the names and contact information of your lawyers, tax advisors,
bankers, doctors and accountant. Also include people who are involved in your home, child and pet
care, such as your preferred babysitter, utility providers, veterinarian and daycare provider.

 



Set up trusts and name trustees

 

People who will be leaving money to children who are minors should consider doing it through a trust.
The creation of a trust and naming of trustees can be completed when you make your will. 

 

“Couples may want to include a bypass or disclaimer trust created on the first spouse’s death to
preserve his or her estate tax exemption or to protect the money from going to creditors or a new
spouse,” states Forbes. “The surviving spouse has access to the trust’s earnings and principal, but
what’s left in the trust ‘bypasses’ the survivor’s estate.”

 

You may wish to talk to your financial and legal professionals about the following commonly used
trusts: charitable trusts, qualified personal residence trusts, irrevocable life insurance trusts and
grantor-retained annuity trusts.
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Why You Should Automate Your Savings
Jumpstart your savings this way

Do you have a savings account? Most people will respond “yes.” But the real question is: is it actually
accruing money?

 

Many people want to save, but when it comes to essentially adding money to their savings account,
they’ll find they’d rather use the income for other things. Evidently, saving money is easier said than
done. But in the long run, putting money away is much more helpful than harmful. 

 

So how can you make sure that you’re saving as much as you can? One of the best ways to save is to
set a certain payment from your paycheck to automatically go directly into your savings. It is worth it. 

 

“You have to automate your savings,” says Greg McBride, CFA, senior financial analyst at Bankrate.
“If you wait until the end of the month and try to save what's left, there's typically nothing left over.”

 

The easiest way to go about
this is to treat your savings
like your other bills. 

 

"That automatic payment
toward your retirement or
your emergency savings is
just like any other bill,”
McBride says. “You're
getting it taken care of right
off the bat when you receive
your paycheck.” So if you
get paid bi-weekly, you’ll be
putting aside money twice a
month. 

 

"Paying yourself first clears
the biggest hurdle for
saving, which is simply not
being in the habit of saving,"
McBride continues. "It takes
care of saving money before you have a chance to spend it. About how much to put aside, experts
recommend putting 10% of your take-home salary into savings. But if you’re not able to put away that
much, don’t fret. As long as you’re consistent, your savings will build.”







 

If you’re saving for multiple things, consider setting up multiple accounts for each item. Where’s the
benefit in that? 

 

"Labeling the various accounts with a specific name that reminds the account holder of what they are
saving for can help deter them from withdrawing money from that account and subsequently spending
it," explains Diane Morais, deposits and product integration executive at Ally Financial in Charlotte,
NC. 

 

"You can build an emergency savings fund while building a retirement fund or a college fund at the
same time," McBride adds. "You have to attack both at the same time in the same way by automating
your contributions."

 

Start automating your savings today. It’s quick, painless and, in the long run, will be worth it. 
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Get Rid of the Debt Before You Retire
Paying interest on a fixed income is a no-win situation

At this point, you know how essential it is to save for your retirement. What you're putting in your
401(k) and your IRA now is likely to be the source of most of your income later. But planning for
retirement is about more than just making sure you have enough money coming in — it also means
taking control of the money you have going out. And that means paying down your debt.

 

“If you need to generate income in retirement to cover your debt payments, it becomes harder to
maintain your standard of living,” says financial planner Barbara Camaglia. “Do you want to carry
another brick on your back? Unequivocally, the answer is ‘no.’”

 

It isn't just about getting the
financial bricks off your
back, either. Paying your
debts off leaves you more
income for enjoying your
retirement, sure, but it also
leaves you less to worry
about. Being debt-free is
nice at all stages of life, and
when your earning potential
is limited and your income is
fixed, it’s best to have a
clean financial slate.

 

"That's the ideal world. It's
psychologically the most
comforting," says Bob
FitzSimmons, owner of a
financial planning and
advising firm. "If you have
debt, and retirement is on
the horizon, go after the
debts with the highest
interest rates first. You
shouldn't go into retirement with excessive credit card debt. Credit cards usually have the highest
interest rates, with car loans generally coming in second. Rates on home equity loans are a little
higher than for a mortgage. Pay off the mortgage last because it presumably has the lowest interest
rate."

 

Some retirees might think that the tax-deductible interest they're paying on their mortgage makes this
debt a worthwhile one to continue carrying. It's true that during your career, the tax break a mortgage







provides can be an asset of sorts, but this is rarely the case during retirement. 

 

"The interest deduction on a mortgage for a retiree isn’t an adequate reason to bear the cost,” says
Camaglia. While most of your initial mortgage payments are going to the principal, in the later years of
your mortgage when you're nearing or in retirement, you will have a much smaller deduction for
mortgage interest, and thus, a larger tax burden. Eliminating your mortgage payment entirely will help
you sustain your standard of living with one less major monthly payment to worry about.

 

At the same time, you might want to consider downsizing if you can't pay off your mortgage without
taking a major chunk out of your retirement fund.

 

"Reducing debt is a dollar-for-dollar improvement in your financial condition,” says financial planner
Frank Boucher, "but you don’t want to find yourself house poor. Don’t deplete your savings to the
extent that when the refrigerator stops working you’ve got to borrow to buy a new one.”

 

The idea is to get out of debt as completely and as cheaply as you can, and to stay that way for the
rest of your retirement. Keeping a mortgage might be sustainable for some retirement plans, but
getting rid of credit card debt, auto loans and other debt is unquestionably the way to go.
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Top Three New Car Values
How much you pay is as important as what you buy

Buying a car is always an important and tedious decision. When you do your research to find out
which cars have the features you really want, it’s just as important to find out which cars are really
good values in their segment, too.

If you’re looking for a midsize sedan, and a large percentage of the population is, there are a huge
amount of great options. Out of the numerous options available, the Hyundai Sonata seems to
frequently rise to the top. At a starting MSRP of $21,450, the Sonata checks in less than competitors
including the Toyota Camry, Honda Accord, Chevrolet Malibu, Nissan Altima and Ford Fusion. And
with multiple versions, including a Hybrid, you’re sure to find the right model for you. 

Kelley Blue Book summed up the Sonata as the family sedan that began the styling revolution. 

“The 2014 Hyundai Sonata remains one of the most attractive, efficient and affordable four-door cars
in the midsize market, and
no one has yet to match its
impressive
10-y ear/100,000-mile
warranty, let alone its
price-per-feature ratio,"
according to Kelley Blue
Book. 

If you’re looking for a smaller
car, the Honda Fit is hard to
beat. The 2013 Fit, with its
starting MSRP of $15,425,
has been a perennial
favorite of both consumers
and journalists alike. The Fit
has been named a Car &
Driver “10Best” every year
since its inception in 2007. A
“Best Resale Value” award
from KBB.com, “Residual
Value Award” from ALG and
a “Best Car For the Money”
award from US News have
also been given to the Fit. 

 “There's something here for a wide swath of people. Whether it is accommodating passengers or
carrying odd objects, the Fit conforms to you,” says Edmunds. “Nearly all the things that made the old
Fit appealing have been made better - it's nimble, sips less fuel and has a more occupant-friendly
cabin. And with its more settled freeway demeanor and less annoying steering, the Fit feels more
grown-up than ever.”

If a small SUV is what you seek, you’ll do just fine with the 2015 Mazda CX-5 with a starting MSRP of
just $21,545. With three trim levels to choose from (Sport, Touring and Grand Touring) the CX-5 is











both versatile and fuel efficient, a rarity in the segment. There are two engines available, as well as a
manual transmission that enthusiasts are sure to enjoy. Best of all, the CX-5 gets excellent fuel
economy in all trim levels. 

"Now entering its third year of production, the 2015 Mazda CX-5 continues to climb the sales charts,
quickly becoming one of the most well-reviewed and desirable compact crossover SUVs around,”
according to Auto Trader. “While the Honda CR-V and Toyota RAV4 still dominate as sales-volume
leaders, neither has the sporty handling or clean, uncluttered instrument panel of the CX-5, nor can
they match its impressive highway fuel economy of 35 miles per gallon. The CX-5 is also one of the
few crossovers that still offers the option of a manual transmission." 

Do your homework and see which model is best for your lifestyle today, but remember, your financial
institution is the best place to go for excellent rates for your next vehicle.
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Seven Ways to Save at the Supermarket
Cut your grocery bill today

Food shopping is an essential part of living for every family. But over the years, prices on fare have
increased steadily, causing households to spend more and more on their weekly groceries. And,
according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics' Consumer Expenditure Survey, the average American
family shells out nearly $540 a month on food, with an average of approximately $312 for groceries.

 

But unlike your mortgage or gas bill, what you spend on food is flexible. Start with these tips to reduce
your supermarket spending today:

 

1. Scour store sales and stock up. While many people think it’s the coupons that save families in
groceries, it’s more so store sales — and combining a store sale and a coupon is one of the best
money saving things you can do. Also, when something nonperishable that you use is on sale, it’s a
good idea to stock up. It may seem counterintuitive at the time to spend more money (since you’re
buying more), but in the end, you can save hundreds. Meats are also good to buy in bulk when
they’re on sale, as they will freeze well. 

2 …But don’t be fooled by
said sales. Many times, a
store will list a product for
something along the lines of
“buy five for $10” when, if
you do the math, you may
only be saving a couple
cents. Also, keep in mind
that when sales like these
are listed, many times, you
don’t need to buy five
products, or whatever
amount listed to get the sale
price. So, for example, if a
sale is for “two for $5,”
buying one will cost you
$2.50. Retailers are just
listing that price in hopes
that you’ll buy more. Don’t
fall for it!

3. Clip coupons. Search
your Sunday newspaper or
visit websites such as
Coupons.com,
SmartSource.com and
Redplum.com where many manufacturer coupons can be found and printed for free. There are also
sites such as CouponMom.com, LivingRichWithCoupons.com and TheGroceryGame.com that offer







sites such as CouponMom.com, LivingRichWithCoupons.com and TheGroceryGame.com that offer
up-to-date sales-tracking services for most states and grocery chains. In addition, it’s a good idea to
shop at the stores that double your coupons (usually under 99 cents).  

 

4. Don’t shop on an empty stomach. Even if you know you’re on a budget, a study published in the Journal of Consumer Research 
Journal of Consumer Research found that you’re likely to spend more money if you don’t eat
beforehand. So, before you hit the market, have a meal or take a snack with you if you’re on the go. 

 

5. Use cash. "It's psychologically more difficult to fork over cash than a credit card," says Jeanette
Pavini, Coupons.com's household savings expert. It’s said that using cash when grocery shopping will
cut your spending by about 25 percent. Before going grocery shopping, stop at an ATM so that you’re
fully stocked up on cash. You could also start a “grocery jar” and drop a few bucks into it each day or
week, and use it solely for food shopping.

 

6. Keep your focus. Does a product ever catch your eye so much that you evidently stop and
examine it, mulling over whether you should purchase it? It turns out that the more you interact with a
product, the more likely you are to buy it. 

“Virtually all unplanned purchases…come as a result of the shopper seeing, touching, smelling, or
tasting something that promises pleasure, if not total fulfillment,” says Paco  Underhill in the book Why
We Buy. Another way to avoid impulse buys? Ride your bike or walk to the store. 

“It’s amazing how focused you can be when you are limited to one shopping bag full of groceries,”
says Ross Williams, writer at www.simplemindedinvestor.com. “Once you are very conscious of each
purchase, it seems to carry over even to the small items where space isn’t really an issue.”

 

7. Check over your receipt. Just because a product is on sale doesn’t mean the register will
automatically ring it up correctly. Always watch your products being scanned and if something trips
you up, don’t be afraid to ask politely if that price is correct. 

Mocse Credit Union • 209-572-3600 • https://www.mocse.org/ 

 



 

Boothbay Harbor, Maine
Set sail to this coastal town for a vacation to remember

Known as "The Boating Capital of New England," Boothbay Harbor attracts its fair share of water
lovers. Historical and cultural activities, as well as dining and shopping opportunities, also await
visitors in this charming town on the rugged Maine coast.
 
Stay at Spruce Point
Inn Resort & Spa
Located on 57 acres of
oceanfront woodlands,
this resort has
accommodations to suit
every type of traveler.
Couples on a romantic
weekend getaway might
like a modern lodge room
with gas fireplace, while
families may want the
additional space and
privacy offered by the
resort's three-bedroom
townhouses. On-site
restaurants serve locally
caught seafood, grass-fed
beef, and produce from
nearby organic farms.
The resort also has 30
miles of hiking and birding
trails to explore as part of
an area land trust. Visit
http://sprucepointinn.com
for more information and
reservations.
 
Eat at the Lobster Deck
A trip to Maine would not be complete without a lobster dinner, or two or three. Have your first at this
restaurant overlooking the harbor and serving the Shore Dinner, which comes with a 1 1/4-lb. lobster
and 1 1/2 lbs. of soft-shell clams, plus corn, biscuit and butter. Also on the menu are the restaurant's
"Throwdown" crab cakes made famous on the Food Network's "Throwdown With Bobby Flay." Visit
http://www.thelobsterdock.com for more information.
 
Sail the Sarah Mead
The only wooden sailing lobster boat on the Maine coast sails exclusively from the Spruce Point Inn
Resort & Spa. Six passengers can climb aboard, allowing smaller parties to make new friends and
larger ones to explore Boothbay Harbor as a group. Smaller parties can also reserve a boat for a
private excursion. Visit http://sprucepointinn.com for more information and reservations.
 







See a Show at the Opera House at Boothbay Harbor
Built in 1894, this historic building hosts live music, comedy and other performances year-round.
Among the acts booked for August are Jeffery Broussard & the Creole Cowboys, Rebirth Brass Band
and the Novel Jazz Septet. Regardless of where you sit, be sure to visit the upstairs gallery to see the
30-foot handcrafted bar from the original Knights of Pythias meeting room. Visit
http://www.boothbayoperahouse.com for more information and to buy tickets.
 
Relax at the Spa at Spruce Point Inn
After hiking the resort grounds and sailing the harbor, spend part of your day getting the Spruce Point
Signature spa package. It includes the Blueberry Bliss facial, a 60-minute massage, and the Spruce
manicure and pedicure. It takes about four hours. The spa offers services and packages for both
women and men. Visit http://sprucepointinn.com/spa for more information and reservations.
 
Vacationers who want warm but not hot weather enjoy Boothbay Harbor. Temps typically never go
over high 70s in August, with high 50s as the low.
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Easy Green Habits You Can Adopt Today
Nine quick changes to benefit the environment

Living a life that is friendly to the environment doesn't necessarily mean making sweeping changes in
all areas of your life. Buying an electric car, installing solar panels on your home or living off the grid
can be too costly for some and too extreme for others. A few small changes to your everyday life can
reduce your carbon footprint and make a difference in the world around you.
 
Use less disposable
products
Much landfill waste is
created by disposable
products used only for
convenience. Paper
plates, Styrofoam cups,
plastic silverware and
disposable water bottles
are mostly used to save
time washing dishes.
Whenever possible,
choose reusable items
first before reaching for
disposable items that will
end up in the trash.
 
Buy products with less
packaging
Many products come with
a ridiculous amount of
packaging, intended only
to help sell the product
while displayed on store
shelves. When shopping
for items, opt for the item
with less packaging and
less waste.
 
Drive less and exercise more
Carpooling with others, combining errands in one trip, or walking and biking to your destination will
save money on gas expenses and result in less carbon emissions in the air. As an added bonus,
walking or biking will also improve your overall health.
 
Purchase items secondhand
Buying something used often saves that item from going into a landfill and prevents less waste. Look
for pre-owned items first, before buying a new item.
 
Give away items vs. throwing them in the trash
Even though you may not have a use for your unwanted clothing and furniture, others might. Before







throwing your stuff in the trash, offer it for free to others who might have a need for it. A young mother
might welcome your children's clothes, and a college student may welcome your discarded furniture.
 
Choose cloth over plastic shopping bags
One trip to the grocery store can easily yield 10 or more plastic shopping bags. Keep a stash of cloth
shopping bags in the trunk of your car for shopping trips and use them over and over again.
 
Hang clothes to dry
Whenever possible, hang your clothes to dry instead of expending energy from your dryer. Even
hanging two loads of laundry a week will reduce your electric bill and help preserve your clothing.
 
Change your lightbulbs
Although energy-efficient light bulbs can cost more than traditional bulbs when you purchase them,
the energy savings over time is substantial. As your light bulbs burn out, consider replacing them with
newer, energy-efficient bulbs.
 
Choose virtual bills
The extra paper and waste created from paper billing results in more trash. Many companies now
offer email billing. Paying online can also save on the production and disposal of paper, as well as
time and money on postage.
 
Making a few small changes to your daily habits can help you live a life that is friendlier to the
environment and benefits the world around you.
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