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Car Care: Types of Automotive Fluids 
The five most important fluids your vehicle needs

In order to keep your vehicle running in top condition for as long as possible, you’ll need to make sure
that you are properly monitoring and maintaining five essential fluids. These fluids are imperative for
keeping your vehicle on the road and keeping you safe, whether it’s by combating engine wear or by
ensuring that you can stop when necessary.

Engine oil

Engine oil is arguably the most
well-known of the key automotive
fluids. Its job is to lubricate your
engine so that all of its moving
parts work together harmoniously
and without generating too much
friction. Engine oil also traps dirt
and keeps your engine cool,
leading some to call it the lifeblood
of a vehicle. For as much as your
engine oil levels are important,
condition is also an important factor
to consider: Motor oil that has
accumulated too much dirt
becomes ineffective at lubricating
and can lead to substantial engine
damage.

Coolant

Coolant or antifreeze gets into your
engine through the radiator. This colorful liquid — typically a bright green or orange color — helps
regulate engine temperature in extreme conditions, preventing overheating in the summer and
freezing in the winter. Coolant typically requires dilution with water for best effect, usually at a 50:50
ratio. Make sure that your vehicle has had the chance to cool down before checking your coolant
levels, as it can spray out of the radiator if it is still hot.

Power steering fluid

Modern vehicles handle much more smoothly than classic cars thanks to the advent of power
steering. Because these are hydraulic power steering systems, they require power steering fluid to
ensure proper functionality and to prevent damage or wear. Power steering fluid doesn’t require as
much maintenance as other key fluids, but it is nonetheless important to check periodically to make
sure that you have enough. Some modern vehicles use electric power steering and thus do not
require fluid.

Brake fluid

Brake fluid typically only needs to be replaced every 4-5 years, but it is no less essential for operating
your vehicle safely. Like some power steering systems, your brakes are hydraulic and thus require
pressurized fluids to do their job. Unchanged brake fluid can lead to rusted brake lines, which can
lead to more significant and costly problems. If your fluid is not translucent, you will want to have it
replaced as soon as possible to ensure safe stops.

Transmission fluid



Transmission fluid

Transmission replacement is a costly repair, so before you start preparing for the worst when you
begin to notice issues while shifting, make certain that you have the proper amount of transmission
fluid. Like motor oil for an engine, transmission fluid lubricates the many moving parts in a gearbox to
prevent friction and promote longevity. The location of your transmission fluid dipstick will depend on
your drivetrain, and the kind of fluid will depend on the type of transmission your vehicle has. In most
cases, you won’t have to worry about changing your transmission fluid for around 100,000 miles.

These fluids are necessary both for day-to-day driving and with an eye for your vehicle’s long-term
durability. If you are not sure what your vehicle requires with respect to these and other fluids, check
your owner’s manual and consult a trusted mechanic.
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McRee Ford Honors Veterans

McRee Ford has a great sense of pride in our community and country. This Veterans Day, we were
proud to say “Thank You” to all veterans, but especially to our own team members who have served
our great country. To show our appreciation, each veteran will be given an extra floating holiday to use
at their discretion and $200 bonus. We are thankful for your service, and proud to call you part of our
team!  

U.S. Army U.S. Navy U.S. Air Force
Oscar Williams Don CampbellKaren Farquharson
Craig Decker Jim Fonville Ted Alameda
Carl Dyess  Tony Salinas
April Alameda   
David Rush   
James Masters   
Charles Hudson  
David Frase   
Kelley Faias
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McRee Ford Celebrates Employee Tenure

McRee Ford is fortunate to have a great team of employees and each month we recognize our
employees’ employment anniversary by taking them to lunch.  It is just a small way we can say
“thanks” to our employees and everything they do for McRee Ford and our customers.  

 

The employees joining us in November were:

April Alameda, Service Administration-13 years

Melvin Alfaro, Service - 4 years

Christina Gutierrez, Parts-1 year

Jerry Bass, Parts - 22 years

That is an average of 10 years!  Thank you!

Also in attendance were Carter Dale, Molly Dale Crow and Mitchell Dale.  Thank you to all of the
November employees for your dedication to McRee Ford!  We look forward to another great year!
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McRee Technology Corner

Are you in SYNC?  If not, come to McRee Ford’s popular SYNC Saturday morning class.  The class
will take place on the third Saturday of each month starting at 9:30 on the showroom floor.  The next
class will be Saturday, December 15th, followed by a class on Saturday, January 19th.  Come have
breakfast on us!  This class is open to all Ford owners who need help learning to operate their SYNC
system. Please RSVP by calling 281-337-1529 or emailing sync@mcreeford.com.               
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Annual Drive 4 UR School a Huge Success!

On Friday, November 16th, McRee Ford hosted the annual Drive One 4 UR School Event at Santa Fe
High School. This semester, the event benefitted the Santa Fe Education Foundation and the
students and teachers of the Santa Fe Independent School District.  Thank you to everyone (over 300
people) this year there was a bonus event for a Fusion test drive, which 264 people participated in. 
Thank you to all who came out to participate and help raise money for the Foundation, the event was
a great success!  
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Salesperson of the Month 

Congratulations to our October Salesperson of the month!  We are happy to announce that
Justenn Harmon (New Vehicle) and James Tillman (Pre-Owned Vehicle) led the way in
October.  Thank you for all of the hard work, keep it up! 
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McRee Ford Holiday Hours

We look forward to sharing this holiday season with you.  Our holiday hours will be....

CHRISTMAS EVE, Monday, December 24th - Sales department open until 2:00, 

Service and Bay Area Auto & Truck Rental will be open with very limited staff for vehicle pick up only

CHRISTMAS DAY - Closed Tuesday, December 25th

NEW YEARS EVE - Monday, December 31st-All departments open until 6:00 pm

NEW YEARS DAY - Closed Tuesday, January 1, 2019

Normal business hours Wednesday, January 2nd
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Books to Get You into the Holiday Season
Page-turners sure to get you into the holiday spirit

Whether you are trying to fight it or are eager to embrace it, the holiday season is fast approaching.
To get you in the mood for goodwill, cheer and general merriment, you can grab one of many classic
holiday books covering everything from Christmas to Kwanzaa. These stories will keep you
entertained, inspire you to see the good in others and help get you in the mood for your seasonal
celebration.

“A Christmas Carol” by Charles
Dickens

If you really want to get into the
spirit of Christmas, it doesn’t get
more classic than Charles Dickens’
“A Christmas Carol.” The story of
miserly Ebenezer Scrooge
changing his ways thanks to visits
from the spirits of Christmas Past,
Christmas Present and Christmas
Yet to Come has endured as a
holiday staple for more than a
century and a half. By introducing
the story to your children, you can
ensure that it continues to extoll the
virtues of being a kinder person for
generations more.

“How the Grinch Stole Christmas!” by Dr. Seuss

A seasonal standard, Theodore “Dr. Seuss” Geisel’s “How the Grinch Stole Christmas!” is a book
enjoyed every year by both children and adults. The illustrated book tells the tale of the Grinch, a
selfish, lonely character who is determined to ruin Christmas for the residents of Whoville. The Grinch
hatches a plan to steal everything that represents the holiday — decorations, presents and even
families’ feasts — so that there will be no celebrations on Christmas morning. Like “A Christmas
Carol,” the story of a grouch turned good reminds us all of the true spirit behind the holiday.

“Hanukkah Haiku” by Harriet Ziefert

Each of the eight nights of Hanukkah is celebrated with a special haiku in Harriet Ziefert’s “Hanukkah
Haiku.” The beautiful illustrations by Karla Gudeon complement the inspired words of Ziefert, rendered
wonderfully in the traditional Japanese poetic form. Each poem highlights the traditions, symbols and
joy of Hanukkah simply and elegantly, making it the perfect book for children just learning about the
holiday.

“Seven Spools of Thread: A Kwanzaa Story” by Angela Shelf Medearis and Daniel Minter

Outlining the seven principles of Kwanzaa through captivating pictures and thoughtful words, “Seven
Spools of Thread: A Kwanzaa Story,” by Angela Shelf Medearis and illustrator Daniel Minter, tells the
story of seven brothers attempting to fulfill their father’s last wish: to spin seven spools of thread into
gold. Celebrating the importance of family and working together, this story’s message is inspiring for
readers of any age.

“The Shortest Day: Celebrating the Winter Solstice” by Wendy Pfeffer



The shift from autumn to winter gets most people into the mindset of the holiday season, and Wendy
Pfeffer’s “The Shortest Day: Celebrating the Winter Solstice” looks at the science behind the change
in seasons. It also promotes greater understanding of different cultural celebrations, and it offers up
family-friendly activities to share after you’ve completed reading.

The holidays can be a stressful time no matter what or how you celebrate. To remind yourself of the
purpose of the season and to get your kids in on the spirit, consider kicking off your festivities with
these books.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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Vehicle Details: 2018 Ford Super Duty Capabilities
The 2018 Ford Super Duty is one of the most capable work trucks
on the road

Ford has a reputation for making tough, capable and durable heavy-duty trucks that do major work
during the weekdays and make big impressions on the weekends, and the 2018 Ford Super Duty, the
most capable heavy-duty truck in America, grows that legacy even more. If your job requires a truck
that can tow and haul a great deal with great ease, there are few choices better-equipped than the
Super Duty.

Power-packed components

The Super Duty’s fully boxed frame
uses 95 percent high-strength
steel, giving it exceptional durability
and composure. Ford designed the
frame to be stiffer than previous
iterations, using 10 cross members
to be 24 times more resistant to
flexing and twisting. The frame
works in perfect conjunction with
stronger axles for greater
weight-bearing capabilities,
enabling the Super Duty to do
more despite a lighter curb weight
enabled by its use of military-grade
aluminum alloy in the body.  

The 2018 Ford Super Duty offers
two distinct engine choices that
provide best-in-class torque: a
6.2-liter gas V8 that puts out 385
horsepower and 430 lb-ft of torque
and a 6.7-liter Power Stroke® V8 turbo-diesel that generates 450 horsepower and 935 lb-ft of torque.
Whichever you choose, you’ll have more torque for towing and hauling than any other heavy-duty on
the road and more than enough horsepower to climb grades and move forward.

Hauling and pulling

The 2018 Ford Super Duty offers best-in-class performance both in terms of conventional towing and
gooseneck towing. With respect to the former, the Super Duty can pull a maximum of 21,000 pounds
when properly equipped; with respect to the latter, the Super Duty tops out at a maximum 34,000
pounds when properly equipped.

Fifth-wheel towing maxes out at 27,500 pounds when the Super Duty is equipped with the optional
5th-Wheel/Gooseneck Hitch Prep Package, which adds a substructure for fifth-wheel and gooseneck
towing to the subframe for 4x4 models. Payload is no less impressive with the Super Duty, topping
out at a best-in-class 7,630 pounds. Versatility is further bolstered by the inclusion of class-exclusive
BoxLink™ cargo management, which allows you to better secure accessories and valuables. The
Super Duty also boasts a best-in-class gross combination weight rating of 42,800 pounds when
properly equipped, making it the clear-cut industry leader for your big hauling and towing needs. 

From its high-strength frame to its mighty engine options, the 2018 Ford Super Duty is a sophisticated,
rugged work truck. Ford’s engineers created the Super Duty to be the most capable pickup in its



rugged work truck. Ford’s engineers created the Super Duty to be the most capable pickup in its
class, and with an impressive list of best-in-class performance metrics, it is safe to say that they
succeeded.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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Vehicle Details: 2019 Ford Mustang Performance 
Ford adds 480-horsepower Mustang BULLITT, new features for GT
and EcoBoost®

Since it debuted in 1964, the Ford Mustang has thrived on its reputation as a dream car for
thrill-seeking drivers everywhere. Today that reputation is very much intact thanks to the 2019 Ford
Mustang, which utilizes new features and technologies to stand alongside the most impressive sports
coupes ever built.

A faster horse

The 2019 Ford Mustang GT has
the distinction of being the quickest
of its kind of the sports car line,
which is impressive enough given
the pony car’s 54-year heritage.
This is thanks to the available
10-speed SelectShift®
transmission and available GT
Performance Package Level 2,
which adds among other things a
TORSEN® limited-slip differential,
unique front springs and
MagneRide® Damping System
with track-ready calibration. With
Drag Mode selected, the 2019
Mustang GT can go from 0-60 mph
in under four seconds.

If you prefer the more hands-on
feel of the six-speed manual
transmission, the 2019 Ford
Mustang GT adds rev-matching as part of its available Performance Package. This feature predicts
your shifts and matches engine rpm accordingly to create a smoother and more balanced ride that
allows you to take full advantage of the Mustang GT’s 460 horsepower and 420 lb-ft of torque.

No. 1 with a BULLITT

2018 marks the 50th anniversary of the film “Bullitt,” which is perhaps best known for a lengthy chase
scene in which Steve McQueen pilots a 1964 Mustang GT through the streets of San Francisco. To
honor that film’s legacy and its importance to the legacy of the Mustang, Ford is releasing a
limited-edition 2019 Mustang BULLITT. In addition to a distinctive Dark Highland Green exterior
option, the Mustang BULLITT boasts a number of aesthetic cues inspired by the film’s hero car,
including a cue-ball shift knob and unique BULLITT badging.

Where the 2019 Ford Mustang BULLITT really shines is in its exhilarating display of power. With a
performance open air intake, the Mustang Shelby GT350’s intake manifold and recalibrated
powertrain control module, the Mustang BULLITT’s 5.0-liter V8 delivers 480 horsepower and 420 lb-ft
of torque, increasing the top speed of the Mustang GT by 8 mph to 163 mph. Whether you drive in
San Francisco or in Iowa, that’s a lot of power.

Be a better neighbor

The 2019 Ford Mustang EcoBoost® delivers 310 horsepower and 350 lb-ft of torque, making it an



impressive performer in its own right. That performance is even more inspired with the EcoBoost®
Performance Package, which adds a 3.55 TORSEN® limited-slip differential and larger brake rotors
with four-piston fixed calipers.

While the 2.3-liter EcoBoost® engine’s growl may be excitable in the afternoon hours, it’s less
enjoyable for your neighbors when heading out to work in the morning. With newly available,
class-exclusive active valve performance exhaust, the Mustang EcoBoost® can be set to Quiet Start
mode to bring that roar down to a whisper. Once the sun is high in the sky and you’re sure everyone
is awake, you can select the Sport setting to announce your arrival or departure as you see fit.

The 2019 Ford Mustang doesn’t just live up to a half-century legacy: It builds on it, delivering a more
impressive pony car bred specifically for performance enthusiasts. 

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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4 Indoor Entertainment Venues in Texas Gulf Coast
Texas Gulf Coast entertainment venues offer hours of fun

The Texas Gulf Coast is a great place to explore and adventure thanks to its generally agreeable and
warm weather. When the storm clouds begin to gather or the heat of the sun gets to be a bit too
much, you can turn your attention indoors by visiting one of the region’s many exceptional
entertainment venues. 

Funtrackers Family Fun Center

Corpus Christi’s destination for
family fun is Funtrackers Family
Fun Center, which offers three
distinct go-kart tracks for drivers of
all experience levels — the Rookie
Track for beginners, the Family
Track for those wanting a fun yet
easy experience and the Gran Prix
Track for a bit more of a challenge.
After you’ve finished burning
rubber, you can wind down with a
friendly or competitive game of
miniature golf. Funtrackers’ course
has been recently renovated and
features 18 challenging holes that
encourage playing at your own
pace or battling for the top spot
against your siblings or spouse.

Jumping World Family Entertainment Center

Jumping World Family Entertainment Center in Corpus Christi provides an opportunity for you and
your family to rise above the daily drudgery and reach new heights — quite literally. Whether you
bounce on one of the trampoline lanes, dunk on the basketball court, participate in a game of
dodgeball or plunge into the foam pits, Jumping World has more than enough going on to keep even
the ficklest visitor busy for hours on end. If you feel like you really want to test your skills, the center
offers a Ninja Warrior Course that offers a challenge comparable to that seen on the popular television
series.

Track 21 Houston

The only trouble you’ll have at Track 21 Houston is deciding which activity to do first. Track 21
features indoor go-karting, black-light miniature golf and laser tag among its key attractions. If you’re a
novice racer, you can learn the skills necessary to take on the track by attending Rookie Racing
School, which takes place over four sessions on Saturday mornings. If you’re confident as a racer,
Track 21 Houston features two independent tracks that offer the right amount of fun and challenge.
The laser tag arena stretches across 8,000 square feet, and the Into The Jungle nine-hole mini golf
course is ideal for family fun.

Galveston Go Karts and Fun Center

Galveston Go Karts and Fun Center is a great place to get behind the wheel of a go-kart and hit the
track for some friendly family competition. Once you’ve had your fill of racing, head inside to try your
hand at the vast selection of video games in the center’s arcade, which includes classics like



Skee-Ball. Galveston Go Karts and Fun Center is also planning to offer a safe all-terrain vehicle
experience in the near future, so be sure to check in after your most recent visit.

These indoor venues offer excitement and the opportunity for family togetherness no matter the
weather. Bring your children, partner and a few of your closest friends and have a great time jumping,
playing and driving.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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How to Take the Stress Out of Holiday Shopping
Strategies to simplify the gift-buying process this holiday season

While many people are excited about the holidays, they don’t usually look forward to the shopping
frenzy and stress this time induces. Press the easy button on holiday shopping this season by
implementing these helpful
practices.

Set a budget 

Establish a holiday budget before
you start shopping. Per The
Tennessean contributor Codie
Gentry, include subcategories like
“gifts,” “parties,” “dinners” and
“holiday attire” and then establish
price caps for each. Force yourself
to stick within the budget to avoid
overspending and starting the New
Year with an excess of credit card
debt.

Cyber-stalk to your advantage

One of the most stressful things
about holiday shopping can be
deciding what to get someone in
the first place. U.S. News & World Report contributor Karen Cordaway suggests cyber-stalking the
hard-to-buy-for person in your life to discover what they’re currently interested in. Browse their
Facebook wall to look for ideas or scour their Pinterest boards for items they’ve recently pinned. If
they have an Amazon account, check out their wish list. These should give you ideas for where to
start.

Use an online gift guide 

Reader’s Digest contributor Jody L. Rohlena advises checking out online gift guides. It’s easy to find
gift ideas based on demographics and/or interest areas. Browse the internet for “gifts for toddlers” and
“gift ideas for dad.” Online retail stores often have categories like “for her” and “for him” to help you
pinpoint the perfect present. 

Make a list

Write a list of everyone you want to buy presents for, Gentry recommends. If the list is long, eliminate
the names of people you’re not close to, like that co-worker you seldom interact with or a relative you
haven’t spoken to in three years. It’s also a great idea to write out price limits for how much you’ll
spend on each person on the list to further help you stay within your holiday budget. 

Online shopping

If holiday crowds don’t appeal to you, why not purchase the majority of items on your list via the
internet? Online shopping is a fast, convenient way to make headway on holiday shopping without
dealing with the chaos and traffic of shopping malls this time of year. Some websites might charge a
shipping fee, but Rohlena admits that paying for it is usually worth the simplicity it will add to your life.

Shop strategically



Weekends during holiday season are often the most hectic times to get your shopping done. Gentry
recommends shopping during off-times, when crowds will be thinner and traffic will be lighter. If you
have some paid time off to use up before the end of the year, take a weekday off to dedicate to
obtaining items on your list. You could also take a long lunch break during the work week to do so.

Have someone else shop for you

If nothing about the shopping process appeals to you, consider enlisting some help. According to
Rohlena, stores such as Pottery Barn, J. Crew and Macy’s have professional shoppers on staff that
will be more than happy to help find the right gifts for everyone on your list. To connect with this
service, simply search the retailer website for “personal shopping.” You can also browse the Services
or Contact Us pages. 

With a little pre-planning and discipline, it’s easy to opt out of gift-buying stress and put a little more
joy back into the holidays.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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Ford Pays Homage to Safe Driving Initiative Leaders
Ford Driving Skills for Life marks its anniversary by honoring
agents of change

Earlier this month, Ford commemorated the 15th anniversary of its award-winning safety program,
Ford Driving Skills for Life, by awarding six individuals with the title of Unsung Heroes of Highway
Safety. The Governors Highway Safety Association and Ford Motor Company Fund searched
nationwide for the most committed traffic safety leaders. The top individuals attended a special gala at
the Russell Senate Office Building
in Washington, D.C.

This year’s honorees were Purnima
Unni, Martha Tessmer, Sandy
Spavone, Andy Pilgrim, Jacob
Smith and John Shallenberger.
Unni serves as creator/program
manager of “Be in the Zone,” a
teen driver safety program under
the umbrella of Monroe Carell Jr.
Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt in
Franklin, Tennessee. Tessmer
serves as the educational outreach
coordinator for Impact Teen Driving
in Fresno, California. Spavone is
executive director for Family,
Career and Community Leaders of
America in Reston, Virginia. Pilgrim
serves as the founder of Traffic
Safety Education Foundation in
Bowling Green, Kentucky. Smith works as a global road safety activist and speaker based out of
Whitehouse, Texas. Shallenberger serves as deputy sheriff at Tazewell county Sherriff’s Office in
Pekin, Illinois.

Jim Vella, president of Ford Motor Company Fund, commended the award-winners for their
contributions to roadside safety by saying: “The six unsung heroes […] have dedicated themselves —
personally and professionally — to making roads safer in their local communities and beyond. On
behalf of everyone at Ford Motor Company, we thank each of our honorees for their important work.”

Ford Fund, the GHSA and a safety expert panel established Ford Driving Skills for Life in 2003. The
purpose of the organization is to provide additional education for newly licensed drivers. Because
driver’s education courses only cover the basics, new drivers benefit from an additional round of
instruction to enhance their safe driving habits. The organization focuses on four main skills that are
critical for reducing the majority of collisions: vehicle handling, space management, vehicle speed and
hazard recognition. 

We commend this year’s six honorees as Ford Driving Skills for Life continues to help new drivers
boost their safety behind the wheel.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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Ford Edge All-Wheel-Drive Disconnect System
Activates All-Wheel Drive for You
Ford’s latest tech eliminates the headache of determining when to
activate all-wheel drive

Plenty of vehicles on the market today come equipped with both front-wheel drive and all-wheel drive
systems. It can often be difficult to determine which configuration to utilize on the fly, and Ford wants
to make sure its customers get the most out of their all-wheel drive systems. That’s why the latest
2019 Ford Edge model comes equipped with the automaker’s all-wheel-drive disconnect system,
allowing for a seamless transition between front-wheel drive and all-wheel drive without the need for
any driver input. 

Making split-second decisions
for you

The all-wheel-drive disconnect
system relies on a set of sensors
featured throughout the vehicle.
These sensors alert the system
whenever all-wheel drive may be
needed, such as when wheel slip is
detected. The all-wheel-drive
disconnect system then uses “fuzzy
logic” processes to determine
whether all-wheel drive is actually
needed. If it is indeed needed, then
the technology can distribute power
to the appropriate wheels in a
matter of milliseconds. “There are
similar systems out there, but none
quite like this,” explains Scott
Beiring, Ford driveline applications supervisor, “The fact that we’re able to switch seamlessly and
without any input from the driver, that’s the real magic.”

A more efficient Edge 

All-wheel-drive disconnect is just one of many methods utilized by the 2019 Ford Edge to improve its
fuel economy. By not having all-wheel drive activated when it’s not needed, the Edge can achieve
better fuel ratings. Other features and technologies that help make the new Ford Edge a much more
efficient model include a newly introduced eight-speed automatic transmission, standard Auto
Start-Stop technology and active grille shutters, which improve the Edge’s aerodynamics. The
culmination of these systems is a fuel rating of 22 mpg in the city and 29 mpg on the highway for the
2019 Ford Edge.* Even with all-wheel drive activated, the Ford Edge still achieves a fuel economy of
21 mpg in the city and 28 mpg on the highway.*

When you choose the 2019 Ford Edge as your daily driver, you can conquer nearly any terrain without
worrying about when to activate your vehicle’s all-wheel drive system.

*2019 EPA estimates. Actual mileage may vary. 

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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