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McRee Ford Celebrates Employee Tenure

McRee Ford is fortunate to have a great team of employees and each month we recognize our
employees’ employment anniversary by taking them to lunch.  It is just a small way we can say
“thanks” to our employees and everything they do for McRee Ford and our customers.  

The employees joining us in August were:

Hollie Martin, Administration-1 year

Curtis Miller, Pre-Delivery – 4 years

Jay Shaiq, Sales – 4 years

Rick Neadom, Sales – 16 years

Rick Sanchez, Parts – 5 years

Jason Vitellaro, Service – 17 years

Braden Romano, Quick Lane Tire & Auto – 1 year

Raul Hernandez, McRee Insurance – 1 year

Jorge Escobar, Bay Area Auto & Truck Rental – 19 years

Josh Bowers, Bay Area Auto & Truck Rental – 1 year

That is an average of 6.9 years!  Thank you!

 

Also in attendance were Molly Dale Crow, Dain Crow and Michael Dale.  Thank you to all of the
August employees for your dedication to McRee Ford!  We look forward to another great year!
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McRee Ford Casual for a Cause Supports
Alzheimer's Association

Thanks to all of our team members, and customers, who have participated in our Casual for a Cause 
program this month!  Your donations, along with a contribution from McRee, raised $2,500 for the
Alzheimers Association!  This cause is near and dear to our hearts, and we know the money donated
will do a lot to help this great organization.  Thank you for making a difference! 
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Salesperson of the Month 

Congratulations to our July Salesperson of the month!  We are happy to announce that
Mohammad Shaiq (New Vehicle), James Tillman (Pre-Owned Vehicle) and Matt Carl (Overall
Sales) led the way in July.  Thank you for all of the hard work, keep it up! 
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Car Care: End-of-Summer Maintenance
Transitioning your car to the next season

Summer has come and gone in a flash, and you probably spent a lot of the past months on the road
traveling for family vacations. Those drives have certainly put a strain on your vehicle, so to ensure
that your car is ready to make the transition from summer to fall you need to perform this
end-of-summer maintenance.

Tires 

After spending a season driving
long distances and parking in the
summer heat, your vehicle’s tires
have endured strenuous
conditions. To ensure they’re ready
for the months ahead, check that
each tire is inflated to the proper
level and doesn’t show signs of
leaks, bulges or cracks. While
you’re at it, check the condition of
the spare tire.

Care Advantage Inc. recommends
evaluating if the tires have deep
enough traction to safely operate in
the winter. Depending on where
you live, you might want to
consider switching to snow tires
before winter arrives.

Engine oil

Having your oil changed according to your owner's manual is a great way to maintain the health of
your vehicle, especially during the summer months. So if it’s been a while, it might be time to check
and see if you need to schedule your oil change. According to Firestone Complete Auto Care, intense
weather — including heat — strains your vehicle, so the oil system needs to remain clean and flowing
to help the engine run.

Wipers

Other parts of your car that could’ve sustained damage from the summer heat are the wiper blades.
High temperatures and direct sun could’ve cracked the rubber and rendered the wipers less effective.
The National Automotive Parts Association recommends replacing the wiper blades every six months
— or sooner if they’re damaged.

Lights

Rarely do you spend time outside your car while it’s running, so it has probably been a while since
you’ve seen how well — or poorly — its lights are shining. Grab a partner to help you check the lights
to catch any dim or dead bulbs. This includes the headlamps, tail lights, turn signals and emergency
lights. To keep lights bright, The National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence recommends
cleaning the lenses with a wet cloth on a regular basis to remove grime.

Clean out



Proper maintenance is more than just about what’s under the hood. If you and your family spent a lot
of time in the car this summer, the cabin is probably filled with extraneous cargo, trash and dirt. Take
time to clean out the piled-up junk, vacuum the interior and freshen up the upholstery.

The National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence recommends also restocking emergency
tools at this time, including gloves, blankets, flares, a flashlight, snacks and cables.

Vehicle inspection

Summer can accelerate the wear and breakdown of a car’s essential systems, including ones you
might not obviously recognize. Experts at Firestone Complete Auto Care recommend having
professionals evaluate the status of the brakes, the alignment, the belts, the air conditioning, the
defroster, the battery (condition and charge) and various fluid levels. If your vehicle has reached a
milestone on its odometer, an inspection is particularly important.

From cleaning to inspections, there are many ways you can help your vehicle continue running for
many summers to come.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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FORD IS RAFFLING A ONE-OF-A-KIND KONA BLUE
MUSTANG BULLITT TO HELP FIND A CURE FOR
JUVENILE DIABETES

DEARBORN, Mich., Aug. 17, 2018 – Ford is turning its iconic Dark Highland Green Mustang Bullitt
Kona Blue to help benefit Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, and one lucky raffle participant will
drive home in this one-of-a-kind Mustang.

Ford is revealing the Kona Blue Mustang Bullitt today at the 2018 Woodward Dream Cruise, where
Ford and JDRF start selling up to 60,000 raffle tickets at $10 each. The raffle ends Nov. 9. A winner
will be selected Nov. 13.

The JDRF Mustang Bullitt comes with unique gray wheels, and its Kona Blue exterior is carried inside
with blue cabin stitching. It features the 2019 Mustang Bullitt’s high-performance add-ons – including
the performance-tuned 5.0-liter V8 churning out 480 horsepower for a top-end speed of 163 mph. And
like the original one-of-a-kind 1968 Mustang fastback from the classic thriller “Bullitt,” which also is
making an appearance at the Woodward Dream Cruise, the newest model features minimal badging,
a blacked-out grille and special white cue ball shifter.

The JDRF Kona Blue Mustang Bullitt will be on display starting at 2 p.m. today at the Ford Media Club
House at Kruse and Muer, 28028 Woodward Ave., in Royal Oak. It also will be on display Saturday at
Mustang Alley, at the intersection of 9 Mile and Woodward Avenue in Ferndale. JDRF raffle tickets are
available for purchase at both locations.

Raffle tickets also are available online at www.onecause.com/jdrfbullitt until Nov. 8; online orders end
Nov. 9.

 

About Ford Motor Company

Ford Motor Company is a global company based in Dearborn, Michigan. The company designs,
manufactures, markets and services a full line of Ford cars, trucks, SUVs, electrified vehicles and
Lincoln luxury vehicles, provides financial services through Ford Motor Credit Company and is
pursuing leadership positions in electrification, autonomous vehicles and mobility solutions. Ford
employs approximately 201,000 people worldwide. For more information regarding Ford, its
products and Ford Motor Credit Company, please visit www.corporate.ford.com.
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McRee Technology Corner

Are you in SYNC?  If not, come to McRee Ford’s popular SYNC Saturday morning class.  The class
will take place on the third Saturday of each month starting at 9:30 on the showroom floor.  The next
class will be Saturday, September 15th, followed by a class on Saturday, October 20th.  Come have
breakfast on us!  This class is open to all Ford owners who need help learning to operate their SYNC
system. Please RSVP by calling 281-337-1529 or emailing sync@mcreeford.com. 
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Vehicle Preview: 2019 Ford Ranger
Ford is reviving a classic pickup for the modern automotive age

It’s been eight years since the midsize Ranger was in the Ford lineup, but the popular truck is making
a comeback for the 2019 model year. With truck sales higher than ever, having this smaller option will
present a strong market advantage for the brand. The 2019 Ford Ranger includes many of the
attributes it was known for in the past, along with some exciting new updates.

Capabilities to keep you safe

Off-road enthusiasts of the past
adored the original Ford Ranger for
its rugged and tough nature. The
new Ford Ranger is just as durable
and dependable, having been
tested on some of the world’s most
brutal terrains and conditions.
Should you need some extra help
along those rough paths, the 2019
Ranger can be equipped with the
FX4 Off-Road Package, which
includes bash and skid plates to
protect the undercarriage of the
truck as well as all-terrain tires that
will grip the toughest roadways.
Trail Control™, which acts like an
off-road cruise control, is an
additional option for the 2019 Ford
Ranger, allowing you to maintain a
constant slow speed while
traversing rocky trails.

Gearing up for a better drive

Under the hood of the 2019 Ford Ranger is a 2.3-liter EcoBoost® engine with Auto Start-Stop
technology, which optimizes both power and efficiency using direct gasoline injection and
turbocharging. Along with the efficient powertrain, the new Ranger is packed with state-of-the-art
technology that can assist you during every drive. While in use, available adaptive cruise control
utilizes a radar sensor to automatically slow down the truck and maintains a safe distance if the
vehicle in front of you decreases its speed. The available Lane-Keeping System will alert you to any
lane drifting by vibrating the steering wheel or applying torque vectoring to safely get you back in your
lane. Rounding out the helpful safety systems available on the 2019 Ford Ranger is a Blind Spot
Information System and Pre-Collision Assist with Pedestrian Detection, both of which act as an extra
set of eyes when maneuvering the truck.

Keeping things connected

In the modern world, any vehicle needs to be connected and provide drivers with the ability to sync
smartphones and apps. Going beyond the standard, the 2019 Ford Ranger features FordPass
Connect, which allows you to create an in-vehicle Wi-Fi hotspot, available for up to 10 devices to
connect to from as far as 50 feet outside the truck. On top of that, you can use the FordPass™ mobile
app to track data usage, so you know exactly how you’re utilizing this innovative feature.

The 2019 Ford Ranger will be available at three trim levels — XL, XLT and Lariat — and can be



configured as a SuperCab and SuperCrew, leaving the two-door option in the past. Visit us to learn
more about the arrival of this classic Ford vehicle.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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Vehicle Profile: 2018 Ford Focus RS
The hottest hot hatch only gets hotter in what might be its last
hurrah

The limited-edition 2018 Ford Focus RS is the fastest and most powerful Focus ever built. As it
stands, it may also be the last of its kind offered to drivers in the United States, which makes it all the
more special for performance enthusiasts. If hot hatches are your preferred poison, you might want to
act fast so as not to be left in the dust. 

Peak performance

The 2018 Ford Focus RS brings
back the venerable 2.3-liter
EcoBoost® engine, which delivers
best-in-class 350 horsepower and
350 lb-ft of torque, ensuring
high-performance thrills whether on
the road or on the track.* The
Focus RS also features the Ford
Performance All-Wheel-Drive
System, which uses Dynamic
Torque Vectoring for superlative
control in any driving condition.  

Making the 2018 Ford Focus RS
even better than previous iterations
is a standard mechanical
Quaife® Limited Slip Differential for
the front axle. This balances torque
to an even greater extent by
distributing it to the front wheel with
the most traction, working to
prevent wheel spin and improving stability. This ensures that the new Focus RS isn’t just fun to drive
but instills a sense of confidence and control in the driver. 

Specially designed

The 2018 Ford Focus RS delivers an aerodynamic, athletic and assertive aesthetic that grabs the
attention of passersby and doesn’t let go. While much of the Focus RS’ formula remains untouched,
the addition black mirror caps and spoiler, RS wheel center caps and Race Red color option helps it
stand out to an even greater extent. The interior is also updated for 2018, adding carbon-fiber accents
throughout the cockpit and making leather RECARO® sport seats with Miko®-Dinamica inserts
standard. The clean, intuitive layout of the cabin makes the Focus RS a pleasure to drive,
emphasizing driver comfort and sporty styling all at once.

When it arrived in America at the start of 2016, the Focus RS was hailed as proof positive of Ford
Performance’s mastery of the hot hatch formula. Just two years later, the Focus RS stands improved
and even more desirable thanks to improvements made with drivers in mind. If the 2018 Ford Focus
RS is truly the last of its kind to be found in the land of milk and honey, it’s certainly going out on a
sweet note.

*Horsepower and torque ratings achieved with 93-octane fuel.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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6 Best Bookstores on the Texas Gulf Coast
The shelves are stocked with treasures at these six Texas Gulf
Coast bookstores

From the sprawl of Houston to the spring break haven of South Padre Island, book lovers across the
Texas Gulf Coast region still have access to plenty of brick-and-mortar destinations. Explore six of the
area’s best spots for browsing and
buying new and used books.

Brazos Bookstore

Open since 1974, Brazos
Bookstore is one of Houston’s
leading independent booksellers
and a pillar of the city’s literary
community. Brazos stocks a wide
variety of carefully selected fiction,
nonfiction and children’s books to
both satisfy and challenge its
customers’ tastes. It also hosts
readings and book signings by both
established and emerging authors,
partners with many different
Houston cultural organizations to
put on literary events and offers
consultations and other services for
book groups.

Murder By The Book

With more than 25,000 volumes in stock, Murder By The Book is Houston’s leading specialty
bookstore for mystery and crime aficionados. In addition to new and used detective novels, classic
murder mysteries, thrillers, cozies and other titles, Murder By The Book sells gifts, collectibles and
magazines. It also hosts dozens and dozens of author events and Mystery Author Luncheons every
year, with past guests including bestselling writers like Michael Connelly and Patricia Cornwell.

Kaboom Books

At Kaboom Books in Houston, dedicated readers will be delighted to find more than 100,000 used
titles shelved from floor to ceiling. Kaboom’s selection spans 76 different categories, with an emphasis
on fiction, literature, history, art and science books. Easily spend hours just browsing the cozy aisles
or attend one of the many community events worth checking out, including local author signings,
poetry readings, movie nights and art exhibitions.  An open-air event space even sits behind the store.

Old Main Bookstore

Old Main Bookstore provides a fine selection of new and used books, and also offers a friendly
gathering spot for the surrounding community. In addition to browsing Old Main’s shelves, customers
can stop by the cafe and order coffee, tea or smoothies, along with fresh muffins, pastries and other
locally baked snacks. Sometimes, fresh vegetables are available from local farms. A selection of
locally made gifts, jewelry and collectibles is also on hand.

Books Ink

Books Ink in Portland isn’t the biggest bookstore around, but it’s certainly one of the friendliest.



Books Ink in Portland isn’t the biggest bookstore around, but it’s certainly one of the friendliest.
Customers can find every kind of used book at this hidden gem, from recent bestsellers to older,
harder-to-find titles, with the help of the store’s knowledgeable and helpful staff. Besides selling books,
Books Ink also hosts community events like book signings, local author appearances, poetry readings
and book clubs and even offers a hurricane preparedness class.

Paragraphs on Padre Boulevard

After buying the latest beach reads at Paragraphs on Padre Boulevard, customers are ideally situated
to enjoy them on an actual beach. This independent bookstore in the resort town of South Padre
Island sells a wide but carefully curated selection of new and used books. For customers who don’t
want to hit the area’s beautiful beaches, Paragraphs also offers a relaxed atmosphere with inviting
chairs, a courtyard, board games and coffee.

Whether you’re looking for rare out-of-print works or popular contemporary titles, perusing the shelves
at these Texas Gulf Coast bookstores will provide you with hours of enjoyment — and the thrill of
discovering new literary favorites.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}. 
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Ford’s Fuel-Efficient Taxis Reimagine the
Traditional Vehicle
Automaker enhances the efficiency of the typical taxi

Following Ford’s announcement that it will gradually stop producing all passenger vehicles except the
Mustang and the upcoming Focus Active model, the automaker is exploring another new direction —
revamping the conventional taxi
design.

The company recently introduced
two efficient options for taxi
vehicles: the 2019 Transit Connect
Taxi and the all-new Fusion Hybrid
Taxi. According to Imran Jalal,
brand and communications
manager for Ford fleet marketing,
the two designs directly respond to
the industry’s demand for more
reliable, comfortable and efficient
taxis. He expressed the unique
contributions of each model.
“Transit Connect Taxi and Fusion
Hybrid Taxi offer all three with
special attention to potentially help
lower fuel costs. Plus, Fusion
Hybrid underscores our
commitment to introduce even
more efficient and capable hybrids in the future.”

The Transit Connect Taxi can accommodate up to five passengers with space to spare — 60 cubic
feet of cargo volume behind the second row, to be exact. Dual sliding side doors pair with a lower
cabin floor to make for easier entrances and exits. You can also utilize the available
wheelchair-accessible ramp, courtesy of the Ford Qualified Vehicle Modifier program. Choose the
School Bus Yellow paint exterior for a traditional taxi hue.

The 2019 Transit Connect Taxi is available with a 1.5-liter EcoBlue® diesel engine under the hood to
achieve an expected 30 mpg on the highway. We’ll have to wait until later this year to hear the final
EPA-estimated ratings, however.

The Fusion Hybrid Taxi promises to be even more environmentally-conscious than the Transit
Connect model. Ford estimates that the vehicle will yield 36 mpg on the highway and 40 mpg in the
city, although we’ll have to wait until the final EPA-estimated ratings are announced. Police-tuned
suspension, along with calibrated high-performance brakes, boost performance. Steel wheels and an
increased ride height are two other elements to anticipate.

The 2019 Fusion Hybrid Taxi is available for order now, but you’ll have to wait a bit longer to order the
2019 Transit Connect Taxi. According to Ford, both models will hit the market by the end of this year.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}. 
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