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Best Party Games for After the Kids Go to Bed
Start grown-up game night with these favorites

Whether you’re getting your closest friends together or having a competitive date night with your
partner, these games are sure to challenge your mind, test your luck and entertain everyone during
the child-free late evening hours.

Party for two

ApartmentTherapy.com writer
Taryn Williford recommends Z-Man
Games’ “Carcassonne” as a stellar
choice for an intimate game night
with your partner. In this tile-laying
game, you and your partner
strategically place your own roads,
fields and cities on the game board
while attempting to prevent one
another from achieving growth by
stealing away followers. The game
is ultimately won by the player with
the best strategy and most
followers, but nobody loses if you
add this exciting board game to
your collection.

If you and your partner would rather
pool your strengths to conquer a
game instead of competing against one another, Williford suggests Z-Man Games’ “Pandemic.”
Together, you and your partner will work to curtail the outbreak of potentially world-ending diseases.
With multiple available expansions and stand-alone spin-offs — including the popular “Pandemic:
Reign of Cthulhu” — no two games will ever play alike, making it ideal for multiple evenings in.

Group game night

If you prefer to entertain those near and dear to you on game night — or to humiliate them with a
good-natured, yet soul-crushing, defeat — you can get together with a larger group and indulge in a
rousing game of Imholding Games’ “Draw WHAT?!” Teams of two or more will race to be the first to
the end of the game board by drawing or acting out words and phrases on corresponding cards. Be
warned, however, that the words and phrases in “Draw WHAT?!” are not for those who blush easily. 

If you fancy yourself a cat person, or if you are inordinately interested in “explosions and laser beams
and sometimes goats,” you’ll no doubt relish a game of “Exploding Kittens.” At one time the No. 1
most-backed game ever on Kickstarter, this card game deftly mixes strategic gameplay and quirky
concepts for what is sure to become a staple of many get-togethers to come.

For your friends who cannot part with their phones even for a millisecond, Uncommongoods’ “Game of
Phones” is genius. According to ApartmentTherapy.com writers Guerrin Gardner and Mat Sanders:
“The premise is simple: everyone grabs their smartphones. One player picks a card and gets to judge
that round. The rest of the players have 60 seconds to respond to the card’s prompt with the
funniest/weirdest thing they can come up with on their phones.”

Another app-based game recommended by Garnder and Sanders that is sure to please a diverse
crowd is “Heads Up!” You may have seen this game (available on Google Play and the App Store) on



“The Ellen DeGeneres Show.” Like the classic “Who Am I?” drinking game, “Heads Up!” requires a
player to hold a smartphone against their forehead or above their head while other players give them
clues about the word, name or phrase displayed on the screen.

When the kids are off to bed, you can unleash your inner child with your closest friends and family by
playing these and other games. Whether you prefer the challenge of competitive strategy or fun
word-association, options abound. Just make sure you keep the noise down somewhat while the little
ones are sleeping.
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McRee Ford Celebrates 71 Years

On April 15, 1947 Frank McRee opened the doors to his first dealership, McRee Ford in Dickinson,
Texas. Mr. McRee had been a long-time employee of Ford Motor Company, and opening his own
dealership had been a dream of his. He knew that it would take more than making the next sale to
build a strong business foundation; it would take customer satisfaction and follow through after each
sale. Mr. McRee settled for nothing less than personal commitment and genuine interest in each
customer’s needs.

Throughout the past 71 years, we have strived to operate our dealership on the beliefs and principles
of our founder. From all of us at McRee Ford, we thank you, our customers, for allowing us to take
care of you and be involved in your lives.  This last year has been a challenging one for us, as well as
so many of our McRee customers.  Thank you for being with us as we all worked our way through
Harvey and all the challenges the storm brought our communities.  We are so thankful for our McRee
Ford family!

Sincerely,

Mitchell Dale

President
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McRee Ford Celebrates Employee Tenure

McRee Ford is fortunate to have a great team of employees and each month we recognize our
employees’ employment anniversary by taking them to lunch.  It is just a small way we can say
“thanks” to our employees and everything they do for McRee Ford and our customers.  

 

The employees joining us in April were:

 

Paul Tamkin, Internet Sales-3 years

Brian Callahan, Service-13 years

Craig Hughes, Parts- 3 years

Oscar Garcia, Service- 1 years

Brian Freeman, Sales-1 year

Alyson Hoyle, Quick Lane Tire & Auto- 3 years

Baldemar Alaniz, Quick Lane Tire & Auto- 1 year

 

 

That is an average of 3.58 years!  Thank you!

 

 

Also in attendance were Karen Farquharson, Carter Dale, Michael Dale and Mitchell Dale.  Thank you
to all of the April employees for your dedication to McRee Ford!  We look forward to another great
year!
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Dickinson Drive One 4 UR School a Huge Success!

Thank you to everyone who came out to the annual Drive One 4 UR School event held at Dickinson
High School, it was a great success!  With over 550 drivers coming out to test drive a new Ford during
the event, over $6,000 was raised for the Dickinson Education Foundation.  This was a record number
of drivers at a Drive One event for our dealership, we can’t wait to see how the money raised is put to
use for the students and teachers of Dickinson Independent School District! 
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Salespersons of the Month 

Congratulations to our March Salespersons of the month!  We are happy to announce that
Justenn Harmon (New Vehicle), Mohammad Shaiq (Pre-Owned Vehicle) and Scott Hebert
(Overall Sales) led the way in March.  Thank you for all of the hard work, keep it up! 
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End-of-Winter Maintenance Checks
Tips to ensure a smooth ride into the spring

Winter is over, and soon you’ll be able to roll down the windows, open the sunroof and bask in a
bright sunny day of driving. Now is the time to compile your end-of-winter to-do list and put together
your vehicle maintenance checklist. By repairing any damage your car suffered during winter and
readying it for a new season, you’ll sail through spring with far fewer automotive worries.

Battery

Cold weather doesn’t just sap your
energy levels. It also drains your
car’s battery, and it does so at an
alarming rate. Just because your
car still starts as expected every
morning doesn’t mean that it didn’t
take a beating during winter.
Because of the cold’s negative
effects, spring is the ideal time to
get your battery power level
evaluated. If necessary, it’s
imperative to invest in a new
battery as soon as possible,
because being stranded with a
dead battery is unfortunate
irrespective of the weather outside.

Writes Jon Linkov in an article in
Consumer Reports, “You can have
the battery professionally tested at
a service station, auto parts store
or repair shop. A tired battery may just need to be charged. But if it’s defective or just worn out, it’s
best to replace it before it goes completely dead.”

Tires

Ice, snow, slush, cracks and potholes — your tires have carried you through challenging winter terrain
thanklessly and reliably, which means they might be more worn down than you think. According to
CarCareNewsService.org, you need to evaluate the tread of your tires to determine how it stood up to
winter, monitor the air pressure in each tire and seek out bald spots or bulges. If you notice uneven
wear on your tires, it’s probably time for a wheel alignment, if not time for a brand new set altogether.

FMMotorParts.com recommends switching out your winter tires, if applicable, for all-season tires,
which tend to be a better fit for driving in spring. Switching to seasonally-appropriate tires ensures
better performance and efficiency for the time of year ahead.

Wiper blades

Cutting through icy showers and falling snow will dull and damage your windshield wiper blades. As
Linkov notes, wiper blades typically carry a six-month lifespan, which makes the end of winter and
start of spring the perfect time to equip your car with a new pair.

Even if your wiper blades appear to be in decent condition, Linkov writes that “streaks or missed
expanses of glass are sure signs that the blades are ready for retirement.”



Exterior 

If your car looks greyer, duller or less shiny than you remember before winter set in, bust out the water
bucket and soap for a thorough cleaning. Just make sure that any car washes include consideration for
the undercarriage. Road salt may have taken up residence in hard-to-reach nooks and crannies, and it
can cause corrosion and damage to vital components if left sitting for too long.

Fluids

Even if you’re diligent about oil changes, winter temperatures can cause oil to thicken, which Linkov
says can cause your engine work harder. He advises you to check your oil and change it along with 
your oil filter, if necessary, to protect your engine and to help it run as efficiently as possible.

While you’re under the hood, CarCareNewsService.org recommends checking coolant levels, as well
as your brake, power steering and transmission fluids. Also check if your windshield wiper solution is
at the proper level and be sure to dilute it with water if you choose to fill it yourself.

Belts and hoses

Just like winter temperatures make your skin crack, your car’s heater and radiator hoses are at risk as
well. Linkov recommends assessing any signs of wear and tear and addressing them before they
create more significant problems.

“The hoses should be firm yet pliable when you squeeze them. Scrap them if they feel brittle or overly
soft,” he writes.

With winter in the rearview, spring arriving at last and summer just over the horizon, now is the time to
evaluate your car and all its working parts. Have a professional give your vehicle a thorough
inspection and address any potential issues before they cause bigger problems.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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SYNC Saturdays at McRee Ford

Are you in SYNC?  If not, come to McRee Ford’s popular SYNC Saturday morning class.  The class
will take place on the third Saturday of each month starting at 9:30 on the showroom floor.  The next
class will be Saturday, May 19th, followed by a class on Saturday, June 16th.  Come have breakfast
on us!  This class is open to all Ford owners who need help learning to operate their SYNC
system. Please RSVP by calling 281-337-1529 or emailing sync@mcreeford.com. 
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McRee Ford Casual for a Cause Supports Texas
EquuSearch

Thank you to all employees who participated in McRee Ford’s Casual for a Cause in April! Your
generosity raised $600! These funds will be donated to Texas EquuSearch, a wonderful non-profit
organization that strives to return those missing back to their loved ones.  To learn more about Texas
EquuSearch visit www.texasequusearch.org.  Thanks to our employees for their donations!               
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Exercises to Strengthen Your Brain
Ways to exercise your brain for better health

To maintain a nimble, healthy physique, you have to exercise. Whether you have a regular cardio
routine, like to take long walks, run regularly or lift weights at the gym, you know your muscles will get
stronger by doing physical exercise. But how do you strengthen the most important muscle in your
body: your brain?

Get physical

Exercising regularly will improve
not only your physical health,
strength and endurance, it will also
strengthen your mind.

“Research shows that physical
exercise enhances cognitive
function,” explains Eva Selhub,
M.D., on MindBodyGreen.com.
“One reason might be because
it increases levels of brain-derived
neurotrophic factor (BDNF), a
protein that improves learning,
memory and higher thinking by
stimulating growth of new neurons
and helping existing neurons stay
alive.”

Selhub notes that brain-beneficial
activities include yoga, tai chi, aerobic exercise and walking outside on balance-challenging terrain.

Think for yourself

Smartphones, computers and other devices can deliver answers in mere seconds. This means that a
lot of the work your brain used to do, like math calculations, has disappeared, according to
HuffingtonPost.com contributor Shawn Clark. In order to exercise your brain, he recommends taking
advantage of your old-school skills more in everyday tasks.

Alter your habits

You’ve probably got your morning routine down so well that you can go through the motions without
even thinking. This may be good for getting out the door on time, but it’s not good for your brain.
According to “Keep Your Brain Alive” authors Lawrence C. Katz, Ph.D., and Manning Rubin on
ReadersDigest.com, brain activity dwindles when routines become automatic.

In order to reawaken your brain, they suggest mixing up your morning habits: “Get dressed after
breakfast, walk the dog on a new route or change your TV or news station.”

Target train your brain

Cognitive training exercises such as juggling or playing board games or chess will keep your brain
nimble, according to Selhub.

“You can even do something simple like learn a new direction to drive to work, type or scroll with the
opposite hand, or combine your senses by eating while listening to music with your eyes closed,” she
writes.



Expand your horizon

To keep your brain firing on all cylinders, learn something new.

“Learn a craft, a new language or take up a new hobby,” Clark writes. “Learning to do new things will
keep your mind active and stimulate areas of your mental functioning that may have been neglected.
And keep in mind that variation is key.”

Put yourself out there

Connecting with others, making new friends and belonging to a community is good for your spirit and
can also help strengthen your brain, explain Katz and Rubin. Not being social can harm your “overall
cognitive abilities.”

Pick the right fuel

Certain foods — namely sugar — have extremely negative effects on the body and the brain. To
protect your brain’s health, Selhub strongly recommends avoiding the sweet stuff.

Katz and Rubin suggest incorporating foods that you don’t normally consume into your diet as a way
to wake up your senses.

 “There’s a direct link to the emotional center of your brain, so new odors may evoke unexpected
feelings and associations,” they explain.

By incorporating these exercises and activities into your life, you’ll help keep your cognitive abilities
sharp and your memory strong.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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Vehicle Profile: 2018 Ford Expedition Utility
Ford showcases utility with its largest SUV 

Among Ford’s most popular vehicles are its SUVs. Models like the Edge and Explorer are some of the
best-selling vehicles in their respective classes, but the 2018 Ford Expedition stands out as the gold
standard for what a large SUV should be. With a reliable powertrain, advanced safety systems and
plenty of interior space, the Expedition exemplifies the utility Ford is known for.

Plenty of elbow room

As Ford’s largest SUV, the 2018
Expedition provides you and your
crew with plenty of space. The
Expedition can seat up to seven or
eight passengers, making it an
ideal vehicle for large families. If
you need more room for cargo than
you do for passengers, the
Expedition can accommodate. The
SUV offers 20.9 cubic feet of space
behind its third row and 63.6 cubic
feet when the third-row seats are
folded down. With both the second-
and third-row seats down, you can
make use of 104.6 cubic feet of
available space.

Strength to take on the toughest
tasks

Under the hood of the 2018 Ford
Expedition is a 3.5-liter EcoBoost® V6 engine, which can generate 375 horsepower and 470 lb-ft of
torque. That amount of power lets the Expedition achieve best-in-class towing and, when equipped
with the Heavy-Duty Trailer Tow Package, the SUV can tow up to 9,300 pounds of materials and
supplies. The Expedition also comes with plenty of features designed to make hauling and towing an
easier endeavor, including the available Pro Trailer Backup Assist system, which allows you to steer
an attached trailer while in reverse.

Safety you can rely on

Thanks to its engineering and design, the 2018 Ford Expedition is a prime example of a safe vehicle.
Adding to its naturally safe structure is one of the largest collections of safety technologies found
anywhere in the automotive industry. Standard systems like Electronic Stability Control and
AdvanceTrac® with Roll Stability Control help provide added security to any journey. Meanwhile,
you’ll find the Rear View Camera with Backup Assist Grid Lines to be a useful device when backing
up in tight spots. For even more visibility, you can upgrade to the available 360-degree camera, which
uses four separate cameras to provide a complete view of the Expedition’s surroundings.

While the Ford lineup is no doubt impressive, the 2018 Expedition might be the most remarkable of its
vehicles because of the incredible utility it provides. For more details on this capable SUV, visit your
local Ford dealership.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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Vehicle Profile: 2018 Ford Taurus
A capable family hauler that’s as big as it looks

The 2018 Ford Taurus is a full-size sedan designed for families seeking a luxurious interior,
considerable engine power and the latest of in-car technologies.

Luxurious interior

As you may have expected from
the 2018 Ford Taurus’ large
exterior, the interior is suitably
comfortable for five occupants,
including three adults in the back
seat. The best seats in the house
are indisputably in the front,
however. The front seats can be
either heated or cooled and can be
upgraded to include a massage
feature to reduce back fatigue
during long trips. The steering
wheel and the rear outboard seats
can also be heated. Every rider can
enjoy the quality craftsmanship that
went into building the 2018 Taurus,
particularly the leather-upholstered
seats with Mayan Gray Miko®
inserts, the woven aluminum
appliqué and the special
embroidery on the SHO trim.

Powerful engines

The 2018 Ford Taurus comes with a standard 3.5-liter V6 rated at 288 horsepower and 254 lb-ft of
torque, which sends power to the front wheels via a six-speed automatic transmission. The Taurus
SHO ups performance considerably with a 3.5-liter EcoBoost® V6 that uses two turbochargers and
direct fuel injection to produce 365 horsepower and 350 lb-ft of torque. For increased control on the
road, you can equip the car with all-wheel drive, which is standard on the SHO and optional on other
trims. All models come standard with steering wheel-mounted paddle shifters.

Advanced technologies

The 2018 Ford Taurus is offered with SYNC® 3, the latest, quickest and most responsive Ford
infotainment system yet, and which comes with an 8.0-inch touchscreen that is easy and intuitive to
control thanks to pinch-and-swipe functionality and voice recognition. Available features include HD
Radio™, SiriusXM®, Apple CarPlay™ and Android Auto™, making it easier than ever to put on your
favorite playlists or tune into your favorite broadcasts. All of your music can be played through a
high-quality surround sound system with 12 speakers from Sony® for the best listening experience
you can find on four wheels.

The 2018 Ford Taurus nicely fills the role of a capable family hauler for those who don’t want to spend
the money on a crossover or would prefer to have the extra agility of a sedan.

This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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5 Places to Go Fishing in the Texas Gulf Coast
Best places to cast along the coast of the Lone Star State

There are a lot of benefits to living in Texas. One of them is the abundance of places to spend the day
fishing. If you’re looking for a new place along Texas’ Gulf Coast to cast your rod, check out these
sites that are highly regarded among locals.

Sabine Lake

Situated along the Texas-Louisiana
border, this 90,000-acre salt water
estuary typically houses a variety of
species. The northern part of
Sabine Lake  bears trout and
flounder, while sheepshead and
black drum can be found in the
southern side. The warm weather
brings the trout out in notable
amounts, so whether you cast at a
dock or take a boat tour out for the
day, your time on Sabine Lake will
be fruitful.

Galveston Bay

Regarded by many as the best
place to fish along the Gulf Coast,
Galveston Bay is a short drive from
Houston and well worth an afternoon trip. Constituting a third of the state’s recreational fishing
industry, Galveston Bay is always bustling with anglers reeling in redfish, specks, flounder or one of
the over 150 other species that pass through the area. Galveston Bay also has many beaches to
swim at when you’re done fishing for the day.

Lake Livingston

Adjacent to the northeast side of the Sam Houston National Forest is this 90,000-acre body of water
that attracts campers, swimmers, hikers and, of course, fisherman. Recognized most for its white
bass, Lake Livingston  also houses moderate amounts of blue catfish, crappie and sunfish. The water
is often muddy, but it can yield some excellent catches with patience. Plus, the national forest is an
excellent place to stretch your legs after sitting all day.

Port Aransas

Mustang Island is a fun place to visit for its clean, plentiful beaches, but it attracts many more people
for its wildlife — whether it’s viewing dolphins from the observation tower, alligators from the wetland
boardwalks or a black drum at the end of your line. Throughout the Port Aransas area you’ll find
designated locations and helpful guides so you can net redfish, sheepshead or other saltwater
species.

Laguna Madre

Along the western coast of the Gulf of Mexico is this shallow saltwater lagoon that’s part of the
protected Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge. Fishing has always been a major part of the
area’s history, including the histories of nearby Port Mansfield and Port Isabel. In addition to
commercial fishing, the Laguna Madre  area invites tourists and locals to cast their rods, and even



participate in the annual Texas International Fishing Tournament here.

Texas boasts some of the best saltwater fishing spots in the nation, so it’s no wonder so many people
visit these destinations each year. If you haven’t been to them, dust off your tackle and hit the road.
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Ford Driving Program Helps Female Drivers in Saudi
Arabia
Ford’s driving program helps female drivers in Saudi Arabia gain
knowledge, confidence 

Last year, the ban on women driving in Saudi Arabia was lifted at long last. To help female drivers
take control behind the wheel, the Ford Motor Company partnered with Effat University to present a
special four-day version of its unique driving program, Ford Driving Skills for Life, tailored to help
women learn the crucial skills necessary to stay safe behind the wheel.

“Ford Motor Company was built on the belief that freedom of movement drives human progress, so we
are honored to have the opportunity to support women in the Kingdom during such an extraordinary
time, and to welcome them to the driver’s seat,” said Jim Vella, President, Ford Motor Company Fund.
“Our Driving Skills for Life for Her program provides access to training and experiences that will help
women feel safe and confident as
they get behind the wheel.”

Ford presented “Driving Skills for
Life for Her” over four days from
March 5-8 at Effat University’s
Jeddah campus. Approximately
250 students took the course,
designed to disseminate four
components of automotive
instruction: distracted driving,
braking controls, vehicle 101 and
driving while impaired. Phase two
of the program is expected to be
conducted later this year.

“Effat University is well known for
its innovative education, driving
women forward to take their rightful
places in society and the
workforce. We are proud to be able
to partner with Ford to ensure that our students are also prepared to become responsible, safe
drivers,” said Dr. Haifa Jamalallail, President of Effat University. “We believe in driving change, but
driving safely, and this is exactly what the Safe Driving Skills for Life program is all about.”

Over its 15-year history, drivers in approximately 40 countries have participated in Ford’s Driving
Skills for Life program, which features hands-on, ride-and-drive instruction from professional driving
teachers available for free to new drivers. Over that same period, Ford has invested more than $40
million to aid in the expansion and implementation of the program in global markets. Approximately
3,600 drivers have undergone training provided by Ford’s Driving Skills for Life since it debuted in the
Middle East in 2013.
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1968 Ford Mustang Roars into LEGO Speed
Champions Lineup
Building block producer releases new set honoring pony car

Ford and LEGO® have teamed up to bring a vintage 1968 Mustang Fastback race car to the
toymaker’s LEGO Speed Champions collection.

The 1968 Ford Mustang set comes with 183 pieces and is about 6 inches long once built. The kit
includes a mini-figure driver in a classic racing suit and helmet, a cockpit for the mini-figure with a
removable windshield, green bodywork with authentic design elements, rubber tires and gold rims,
race-graphics stickers, gold-stripe
decals and a timing board with Ford
stickers.

“The new Ford Mustang LEGO
Speed Champions set gives
parents and children the chance to
share their passions—generations
of fans have grown up building
LEGO sets and spending time
together behind the wheel,” said
LEGO Speed Champions
marketing manager Myra Lind.
“This partnership of iconic brands
allows kids of all ages to enjoy the
latest products from two great
companies.”

The ’68 Ford Mustang Fastback is
best-known as the car that actor
Steve McQueen drove in the 1968
action movie “Bullitt.” One of the film’s most famous sequences is a wild, high-speed pursuit through
the San Francisco metro area. It features the 1968 Mustang and is considered one of the greatest
car-chase scenes in movie history.

Ford designers and licensing team members collaborated with LEGO to create the 1968 Mustang kit,
which went on sale March 1 and costs $14.99.

“We worked closely with LEGO to design a vintage Mustang, personalizing the fastback with stripes
and decals that hearken back to Ford’s racing heritage,” said Ford licensing manager Matt Monroe.
“This 1968 Mustang fastback race car is a special product that adds even more excitement to Ford’s
LEGO Speed Champions lineup.”

The LEGO Speed Champions collection was launched in 2015 and includes a variety of classic race
car kits, from Ferraris to Porsches to McLarens. Other Ford vehicles in the Speed Champions lineup
include a 2015 Mustang, a new GT race car, a historic GT40, an F-150 Raptor off-road truck, a Fiesta
WRC rally car and a classic Ford hot rod.
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