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Have you met Halim Porras? 

My name is Halim Porras. I was born and raised in Caracas Venezuela. I am currently living in the beautiful city of Las Vegas for 3 years.
I started working with Lexus of Las Vegas in the Car Wash and Detail Department, and was recently promoted as a Parts Specialist in the Parts Department at Lexus of Las Vegas. I am proud to be a part of this team.
My hobbies are cooking, reading E-Books and the news, watching TV series and movies. I love spending quality time with my family over the weekend. My wife and I both like to travel and sightseeing, as well as trying new
restaurants. I love Filipino and Japanese food the most.

Halim at work in our Parts Boutique
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Lexus Voice Command Tips
A few pointers for mastering your vehicle’s voice-activation technology

Of all the beneficial safety systems in your Lexus, there’s one that stands out, indisputably, as the most important: you, the driver. After all, although Lexus’ advanced safety technologies are there to help support you, it’s your
experienced defensive driving abilities that help keep you and your passengers safe for the majority of your driving time.
With this in mind, it’s worth exploring, and mastering, Lexus Voice Command if you haven’t already (and your vehicle is equipped with this feature). Beyond the convenience factor of allowing you to control the Navigation[1]
system, climate control, and audio system with casual speech, the system allows you to do so while keeping your eyes on the road—and other drivers.
“Lexus voice recognition technology has come a long way over the last several years in its ability to recognize causal speech, but it can take some practice to use,” says Lexus Technology Specialist Rick Barnicoat. “The first
thing I advise is for Lexus drivers to start out with realistic expectations.”

In other words, automotive voice recognition, even with an advanced system like Lexus Voice Command, doesn’t mimic the driver-to-vehicle conversations seen in Night Rider, says Barnicoat, referring to the iconic 1980s TV
show in which David Hasselhoff and his artificially sentient car teamed up to thwart the bad guys.
For many people new to Voice Command, this is a natural point of reference, reports another LTS, but when it comes to interacting with your vehicle’s Voice Command feature, “think less Night Rider and more Siri,” and follow
these tips to help make your Lexus vehicle’s voice-activation abilities a useful tool:
Don’t forget to activate the system: This may seem like a no-brainer, but when driving, it’s easy, and common, to forget to first press the Voice Command button on your steering wheel to enter voice-activation mode, says one
LTS.
Act natural: When speaking, just talk naturally and the car will hear you, advises Barnicoat. The system is also designed to hear you with your body and head in the normal forward-facing driving position. “Although it’s a natural
thing to do, there’s no need to change you body position, such as leaning in toward the display screen,” says Barnicoat. Also, avoid speaking robotically, and try not to pause, mid-command, when you instruct the vehicle to do
something—this can cause the system to reset. Instead, just speak succinctly, quickly, and clearly.
Make sure to use key words: When speaking naturally, however, it also helps to use phrases that employ certain words in the right order. For example, although Voice Command is capable of recognizing casual speech, start
phrases with key verbs that relate to the vehicle function you’re speaking to.
For Navigation system instructions, this means beginning a phrase, for example, with “Search for,” “Find,” or “Locate.” For climate system commands, it means using verbs like “Increase,” “Decrease,” or “Change to” when telling
the system to adjust the temperature.
From there, follow that first verb with a key word that represents whatever it is you want adjusted. If you want the temperature changed, it’s “Increase the temperature…”; if it’s an address you want, it’s “Find the address for…”;
and so on. (And from there, just add in your desired specifics, such as “Increase the temperature to 75 degrees” or “Find the address for an Italian restaurant near my location.”)



Train your vehicle to understand you: There’s also a handy way to teach your Lexus the nuances of your particular voice. On the display screen, in the Settings area, there’s a Voice Command section that gives you 10
sentences to read back, which helps the system better recognize your commands.
Please keep in mind, however, that only one driver can train the vehicle, so if you and your partner have distinctly different speaking styles, say, due to different nationalities or regional accents, make sure to train the system
using the vehicle’s primary driver.
Harness the quiet cabin: When using Voice Command, always make sure to eliminate outside noise, such as making sure the windows are closed (it also doesn’t hurt to ask your kids in the backseat to laugh and chat a little
more quietly).
Fall back on Destination Assist: Finally, says Barnicoat, if you like the idea of verbally locating navigation information but are still having trouble with Voice Command (even after meeting with a Lexus Technology Specialist for
guidance), Lexus Enform’s Destination Assist[2] feature is a great option. As long as you have a complimentary or upgraded Lexus Enform subscription with this feature, you can verbally engage a call center representative to
locate points of interest and then upload them to your Navigation system.
By Brian Gill
 
[Legal Disclaimers]
[1] Be sure to obey traffic regulations and maintain awareness of road and traffic conditions at all times. Availability & accuracy of the information provided by the Navigation System is dependent upon many factors. Use
common sense when relying on information provided. Services & programming subject to change. Services not available in every city or roadway. Updates may be available from your dealer at an additional cost. See Owner’s
Manual for details.
[2] Be sure to obey traffic regulations and maintain awareness of road and traffic conditions at all times. Apps/services vary by phone/carrier; functionality depends on many factors. Select apps use large amounts of data;
you are responsible for charges. Apps & services subject to change. See lexus.com/enform for details.
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Maintenance Resolutions for Your Car
Resolve to keep your vehicle running smoothly all year long

New Year’s resolutions are a tradition. You might be determined to clean out the clutter in your home, adopt a new fitness regimen or commit to better eating habits, which are all noble pursuits, but don’t forget about the one
thing that keeps your life running smoothly: your vehicle. This year, in addition to the best intentions for your personal and family life, include a dedicated resolution to taking care of your vehicle so that it runs at peak
performance all year long.
Mechanics maintenance
Nothing is more important in the realm of routine automotive maintenance than consistent, manufactured-recommended oil changes. Without proper oil levels, your
engine runs the risk of severe damage and eventual failure.
While you’re getting your oil changed, you might as well check your vehicle’s other fluids. According to Wheels.ca writer Yuki Hayashi, these include clutch, brake
and coolant fluid.
CarCare.org recommends switching out your fuel filter every 24,000 miles or every two years and regularly checking the condition of your brakes.
Bi-annual checkups are a smart way to avoid major problems and expensive repairs, according to Hayashi. Be proactive with your vehicle’s maintenance to ensure
dependable and strong performance throughout the year.
“You should test your battery every fall. If you car’s battery is three years old or more, consider replacing it since the chances of failure increase,” CarCare.org
reports.
Cabin care
A clean cabin is not only important for your driving comfort, but also for resale value. Stained upholstery and ripped leather seats will discourage future buyers and
decrease your trade-in value. Plus, no one likes to ride in a vehicle with spilled coffee, food crumbs, overflowing bags of trash and unidentifiable smells.
Seeing clearly is vital to driving safety, so be sure that your windshield and windows are always free of dirt and debris.
Once you’ve removed the dust and dirt, apply an automotive-approved product to your dashboard, console and controls to renew and protect the appearance of
your interior.
Appearance attention
Outside forces such as snow, rain, road salt, mud and leaves will continuously wreak havoc on your vehicle’s exterior, dulling and damaging the paint job and causing deterioration such as rust. With regular car washes and
waxes, you can protect the integrity of your vehicle’s appearance as well as prevent rust spots from beginning or getting worse. Regular washes, especially thorough ones that tend to the undercarriage of your vehicle, will
reveal any nicks, scratches or areas in need of repair.
Over time, your headlights will start to dim. Take time to test the brightness and position of your headlights. If driving at night seems to be less illuminated than you remember, it’s time for new bulbs.
The appearance of your tires can reveal a lot about your vehicle’s health, so it’s important to look them over regularly. You’ll want to review the depth and quality of your tires’ tread. Hayashi recommends checking your tires’
air pressure at every other fill-up. An underinflated or overinflated tire can lead to a blowout while driving. The outside temperature can adversely affect tire pressure, so when the weather fluctuates you should pay even more
attention to your wheels.
“Performing regular tire checks and routine maintenance will help to ensure your vehicle will stay in optimal condition. This will aid performance, fuel economy and tire wear,” explains ConsumerReports.org.
For a year of safe driving, resolve to keep regular car care at the top of your to-do list.
This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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Lexus Philanthropy by the Numbers
Why driving a Lexus is also an expression of giving

If, to you, a well-lived life includes a dedication to philanthropy, community involvement, or both, then you’ve definitely chosen the right vehicle.
This is because your giving mindset—a common characteristic among Lexus drivers—is not only shared by Lexus, it’s woven deeply into the company’s ethos that owning a Lexus is an expression of support for philanthropic
endeavors.
Since its inception, Lexus and its dealers have worked with hundreds of charitable organizations, with some partnerships stretching back more than 25 years.
Over the years, these efforts have included a texting-awareness campaign where teens sign a pledge not to text and drive (Hendrick Lexus); a pet-adoption support program (Lexus of Riverside); and a program where at-risk
kids learned to bodyboard Southern California’s waves (South Bay Lexus).

“Lexus dealerships have made a positive difference in their local communities,” says Eileen Antalis, Owner Retention Analyst at Lexus. “Our assistance includes helping dealerships get started and making their existing
programs stronger by connecting them to local charitable organizations—especially those serving children.”
Here’s a look at just a few intriguing numbers—a small cross-section of Lexus’ efforts to make a difference:
4: Number of Saturdays two North Park Lexus dealerships hosted onsite breast cancer awareness sessions in October 2017. As part of their second annual Pinktober program, the Texas-based dealerships partnered with the
local ThriveWell Cancer Foundation. They organized an onsite mobile mammography center; culinary demos for healthy food choices; and expert cosmetic advice for cancer patients.
700: Approximate number of high school students who attended the 2017 Teen Volunteer Fair at Lexus Stevens Creek, which connected teens with an array of non-profit organizations seeking volunteers. (Among its many
philanthropic efforts, Lexus Stevens Creek has given $100,000 a year to local charities since 2010.)
500,000: Total dollar value of grants and scholarships Lexus awards annually to students via the national Lexus Eco Challenge scholastic competition, where student teams devise solutions and awareness for local
environmental issues. Since 2006 more than 30,000 students have earned over $5 million for themselves, teachers, and schools.
2,000,000: Lexus and its dealers have donated up to this dollar amount to children’s charities as part of The Lexus Pursuit of Potential. This program helps improve children’s lives by donating to local charities.
325,000,000: Dollar amount raised by the Lexus Champions for Charity golf series since 1987 (two years before the first Lexus vehicle debuted). The format: Each year, for several months, Lexus and its dealerships host
tournaments across the country to support charities in each dealership’s community.
By Brian Gill
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Vehicle Profile: 2018 Lexus IS
The firecracker of the Lexus vehicle lineup

The 2018 Lexus IS is the brand’s smallest sedan, but that doesn’t mean that it is some underpowered economy car. On the contrary; the 2018 IS comes with a surprisingly sporty driving experience and some
performance-centric models, each filled with a wide variety of comfort-enhancing features.
The power
The 2018 Lexus IS comes with one of two different engines.
The first, and smaller of the two comes as standard equipment on IS 300 RWD models: a turbocharged 2.0-liter in-line four-cylinder engine, which produces a
satisfyingly sporty 241 horsepower and 258 lb-ft of torque. The second, larger engine comes as standard equipment on IS 300 AWD and IS 350 models: a 3.5-liter
V6 engine, which churns out 260 horsepower and 236 lb-ft of torque in the IS 300 AWD models or 311 horsepower and 280 lb-ft of torque in the IS 350 models.
F Sport additions
The sports-car abilities of the 2018 Lexus IS truly come through in its F Sport models. These add a number of performance-oriented improvements to the
conventional IS, including special suspension tuning, high-friction brake pads with ventilated discs, special alloy wheels, an exclusive TORSEN® limited-slip rear
differential and a special full-face mesh grille for the outside. The F Sport edition even includes specially-bolstered seats and race-inspired gauges, steering wheel
and shift knob for the inside.
Luxury comforts
In addition to its sporty performance, the 2018 Lexus IS includes many interior features to enhance the driver’s comfort and the convenience of driving the car.
There is the dual-zone climate control, which allows the driver and front passenger to choose their own personal temperature settings. This can be augmented by
available heated and ventilated front seats, which use heaters and fans inside the seat cushions to create the perfect comfortable drive.
On the convenience front, the 2018 IS features electrochromic outside mirrors — or, put more plainly, automatic-dimming mirrors — that reduce glare from bright
lights behind the car. There are also the Lexus Enform services, which include the Lexus Enform Remote mobile app, allowing the driver to remotely start the car,
lock or unlock the doors, check on door lock or window status and even receive driving alerts if the driver loans the IS to another person.
With its sporty performance and huge number of handy features, the 2018 Lexus IS shatters expectations of what a small sedan can do.
This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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Vehicle Profile: 2018 Lexus NX
The 2018 Lexus NX sets a new standard for luxury crossovers

Stylish at first glance and comfortable during the initial test drive, the 2018 Lexus NX delivers a very positive first impression. Delve a little deeper and you’ll find those positives carry over to virtually everything else.
Exquisitely designed
Every angle, curve and finishing touch on the 2018 Lexus NX seems to have some eye-catching quality to it, from the restyled triple projector beam headlamps and
new LED taillamps to the massive outer sliding moonroof and scratch resistant clear coat paint. This isn’t limited to the outside of the car, as the interior of the
Lexus NX also boasts a combination of exquisite craftsmanship and clever design. The shift knob and steering wheel are trimmed in hand selected leather for
maximum comfort and grip while the 60/40 split-reclining rear seat grants access to a generous cargo area, which features an auto-retracting tonneau cover. Nothing
has been overlooked.
Responsive and efficient
The 2018 Lexus NX’s standard 238-horsepower turbocharged four-cylinder delivers power to either the front wheels or all four with a vigor best described as
restrained but respectable, and well supplemented by a soft tuned suspension. The F SPORT model, on the other hand, takes performance up a notch with bigger,
low profile tires, a stiffer suspension and a Sport mode that sharpens the acceleration and keeps the engine revving higher. The Lexus NX is also available with a
2.5-liter four-cylinder hybrid that delivers excellent fuel economy for a crossover.
Rich in features
Technology and convenience features almost overflow in the 2018 Lexus NX. Atop the dash is a new, 10.3-inch high-resolution split screen multi-information display
that provides instant access to an array of cabin controls and voice-activated navigation. An onboard Wi-Fi network lets up to five devices connect to the internet on
the go while a next-generation Remote Touchpad makes using the infotainment system more intuitive than ever before. Finally, a 10-speaker premium surround
sound system brings new life to all of your favorite songs.
The 2018 Lexus NX is a comfortable, advanced and expertly designed luxury crossover that will continue to impress you long after you take that first drive.
This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.

Lexus of Las Vegas • 888.259.4026 • http://www.lexusoflasvegas.com/ 

 



 

Lexus and Toyota App Suites Add Parkopedia Service
Finding a parking spot is about to become a whole lot easier for Toyota and Lexus drivers

Finding an ideal place to park is no simple task, especially if you live in the city. Fortunately, a growing number of resources are emerging to assist motorists on their quest to find a decent parking spot. Toyota and Lexus
recently announced a partnership with one of these resources, a parking service provider named Parkopedia. As a part of this partnership, Toyota will add a new in-car parking service to its vehicles via its Toyota Entune® and
Lexus Enform® apps.
Starting in early 2018, the Parkopedia service will be incorporated into the Enform and Entune app suites of Lexus and Toyota’s new vehicle models. The service will
also carry over into several of the past models. Using this new feature, Toyota and Lexus drivers can locate more than 20 million off-street parking spaces across
the United States. The application will even help guide these drivers directly to their parking destination.
“The exponential growth in multimedia data and technological innovation continues to make changes to the way we work and live," commented Steve Basra, the
vice president of Toyota Connected Technologies. “Our partnership with Parkopedia represents an opportunity to help optimize the driver experience by expanding
the Toyota Entune and Lexus Enform App Suites to include parking information."
Lexus and Toyota aren’t the only automakers that Parkopedia works with. Its collection of partnerships also includes BMW, Ford, GM, Volkswagen and many
others. Parkopedia even works with companies outside the automotive realm, such as Apple. Parkopedia actively collects data on parking locations in more than
8,000 cities. This includes real-time availability information in more than 2,000 of these cities.
Directions and availability aren’t the only pieces of information about these parking locations that Parkopedia provides to its users. The service also collects
information on pricing and operating hours, ensuring that drivers have all of the information they need before they even get to the place where they plan to park.
“In the era of the connected car, it is exciting to see leading OEMs such as Toyota and Lexus underlining the importance of parking by making an effort to add
parking service applications even for vehicles that are already on the road,” said Eugene Tsyrklevich, the CEO of Parkopedia.
Lexus and Toyota drivers will be ready to eliminate much of the headache caused by looking for parking with the new Parkopedia service at their disposal.
This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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Lexus RX Debuts Third Row in Los Angeles
Learn more about the expanded seating capacity in this luxury SUV

Lexus credits the introduction of its RX model 20 years ago as the creation of the luxury crossover segment and, throughout its history, it has maintained its status as king of the rock with its popularity. To expand the RX model
to more passengers, three-row versions of the 2018 RX 350L and RX 450hL models were unveiled in December at the Los Angeles Auto Show.
The available third row is possible thanks to the engineers at Lexus lengthening the body of the vehicle by 4.3 inches in the rear and making a change to the window
style to give the passengers in the back the headroom they need. Developers were careful to keep the same level of refinement as the two-row versions. Three
standard rows of seating will provide seating for up to seven people, with two in the third row, three in the middle row and two in the front. Lexus will also reportedly
make the 2018 RX 350L and RX 450hL available with a six-seat configuration, replacing the three seat bench in the second row with captain chairs. The increased
seating capacity opens up the Lexus RX to larger groups and families, and getting in and out is easy for passengers of all ages with a convenient lever to tilt the
second row forward.
If you’re thinking of upgrading your ride in 2018, you should know that the 2018 RX L models still have the style and many of the available features of their two-row
kin. These features include Lexus Display Audio with 8-inch color multimedia display, a power liftgate and a moonroof. The performance numbers, essential for
maneuvering in traffic, are also slated to be the same. The RX 350L will be equipped with a 290-horsepower V6 engine and the RX 450hL will rely on a hybrid system
with all-wheel drive.
According to the manufacturer, the 2018 RX 350L will have a starting MSRP of $47,670 with FWD. The RX 450hL will start at $49,070 with standard AWD. The two
new models were expected to arrive in dealerships by the end of 2017, so check in with your local dealership today to learn more about them and possibly take a
test drive.
This article is presented by {{accountvar.SEOdealer}}.
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Subscribe to our Newsletter

Fill in the fields below to receive an email each time we post a new issue of our newsletter:
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