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Just look at the rewards waiting for you!

 

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Platinum Visa is a fixed 8.90% APR based on your
creditworthiness. APR subject to change. +Cash advances can be obtained worldwide at any financial
institution displaying the VISA symbol, without a fee or service charge. ++Travel tickets must be
purchased with this card.
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Our Credit Union's Mortgage Partner Can Proved
You...
Savings and Resources Not Available Anywhere Else!

Conventional Loans
• 5% Down – No Mortgage Insurance option,
primary residence
• 10% Down – Jumbo loans, second homes
• 15% Down – Investment properties

VA Loans
• 100% Financing – Purchase home with no
money down!
• VA Funding Fee waived if receiving VA
Disability
• VA Refinance Loan – No appraisal option
• Cash Out Refinance – Up to 100% Loan to
Value (LTV)
• Qualify three (3) years after short sale or one
(1) year
• No closing costs options!*

FHA Loans
• FHA Streamline Refinance – No income
documentation or appraisal option
• 3.5% Down Purchase, 85% Cash Out
Refinance – Non-occupant co-borrowers allowed
• Qualify three (3) years after short sale or one
(1) year
• No closing costs options!*

HARP 2.0 Loans
• Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac options
• Loan to Value (LTV) – Up to 200% and
combined LTV, unlimited!
• No appraisal options!
• No minimum credit score options!
• Primary residence, second home, and
investment properties
• No closing costs options!*

 

EARN A CASH REBATE
Use our REALTOR® Referral Program if your are selling or buying a
home. Call to inquire.

Our experienced Mortgage Consultants will guide you to the loan that best meets your needs.

NO COST...GET PRE-QUALIFIED!
Call us today at 877-YOUR-CU (877-296-8728)

*Minimum loan amount $250,000.
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Where to Buy Your Used Vehicle
Options for buying a new-to-you car

Purchasing a pre-owned vehicle offers cost-effective benefits such as a lower purchase price, less
depreciation, minimized monthly payments and reduced insurance premiums. Since today’s cars,
trucks and SUVs are engineered to last longer, you should feel more confident with the prospect of
purchasing a second-hand vehicle. What will provide more peace of mind is getting your used vehicle
from the right place or person.  

Dealership

While most car dealerships
primarily focus on offering the
latest lineup from a particular brand
or automaker, they’re also liable to
have used vehicles for sale. Some
dealerships only focus on selling
used cars, allowing them to offer a
most expansive range of vehicles,
ranging from economy cars to
luxury vehicles. If you buy a vehicle
at a dealership, you can assume
that it has been inspected by a
member of the service team, but
you want to have it independently
evaluated by a trusted mechanic.

If a vehicle falls within a certified
pre-owned program, it will have
undergone a stringent multipoint
inspection by automotive
professionals and will include a
vehicle history report. To qualify as a certified pre-owned, a vehicle typically must have been released
within the last five years and have low mileage, potentially making it a more reliable option. According
to U.S. News & World Report’s John M. Vincent, CPO vehicles also tend to be offered with warranty
coverage, be it the remainder of an original manufacturer warranty or an extended warranty offered
by the dealership or manufacturer.

Online auto retailer

If you prefer to shop online, NerdWallet writer Philip Reed suggests sites such as CarMax and
Autotrader, which are considered great resources for pinpointing a used car.

The online auto retailer CarMax is a comprehensive source to conduct research as well as purchase
your next vehicle. It allows you to search through an extensive inventory of cars that are free from
frame and flood damage and come with a safety recall report and free vehicle history. If you purchase
a vehicle through CarMax, you’ll also benefit from limited warranty coverage and a five-day
money-back guarantee. CarMax promises a no-haggle sales environment and offers financing
options.

Autotrader gathers cars from approximately 250,000 individual sellers and 40,000 dealers. Since the
site requires a fee to list a car, Reed notes that it’s better at keeping scammers and shady characters
out. Autotrader offers tips on how to buy and sell a car and shares reviews, vehicle history reports and
safety details. You can apply for financing and buy insurance as well as warranty programs through
Autotrader.

Private seller

Cost is a significant attraction of purchasing a used car from a private seller: Kelley Blue Book Senior
Analyst Karl Brauer tells U.S. News & World Report writer Charles Krome that pricing is typically lower
when buying from an individual because there are no added overhead costs. In most cases, a seller is
just trying to get market value for a vehicle, which eliminates much of the markup you’d get elsewhere.
Buying from a private seller can be troublesome because you’ll need to have the vehicle inspected by



Buying from a private seller can be troublesome because you’ll need to have the vehicle inspected by
a trusted mechanic and it poses the issue of safety that comes with meeting an individual you don’t
know.

Whether you choose to purchase a used car from a dealership, online auto retailer or a private seller,
it’s important to do your research, have the vehicle vetted by a mechanic and review its history as
thoroughly as possible before you sign on the dotted line.
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How to Carve the Perfect Pumpkin
Strategies for styling your pumpkin like a pro

With a little knowledge about pumpkin preservation and design, it’s easy to create a spectacularly
carved gourd this Halloween.

Choose the right pumpkin

The first step to caving the perfect
pumpkin is to pick the right squash.
Per Good Housekeeping
contributor Liz Borod, pick one that
is fresh with a sturdy stem and has
no bruises. Any soft spots or
bruises usually indicate that the
pumpkin has started to rot. Make
sure it also has a flat underside to
keep it from rolling around when
you carve it.

Pick a style

Next, decide on a style for the
gourd. There are three main types
of designs, as Pumpkin King
Creations owner and master carver
Ryan Lisson shared with MPR
News contributor Cassidy Kiek.

Jack-o’-lantern: It’s a simple, hollowed-out design that usually has a face or symbol carved on
the exterior
3D face sculpture: Like its name implies, this style involves slicing a multi-dimensional face on
the pumpkin; make sure to pick a heavy pumpkin for this style to ensure a stable work surface
for your carving.
Surface carving: This style involves chiseling off only the outermost layer of the pumpkin to
reveal the pale pulp beneath.

Per Lisson, the first two styles will last about a week before the pumpkin starts to rot since they involve
deeper cuts. Surface carving is a great choice if you want a longer-lasting pumpkin because they can
go about a month before rotting.  

Trace a design

To make a more complex creation, it’s a good idea to print or draw the design on paper first, as
Organic Authority contributor Jessica Reeder advises. For a more basic style, draw the pattern directly
onto the pumpkin with a water-based or dry erase marker.

Select the right tools

Per Lisson, the best tool to use is usually the small, serrated saw that comes in a pumpkin carving kit.
For more intricate 3D styles, clay sculpting tools will serve you well. You can also use an X-ACTO®
knife if you have one on hand.

Light the lantern

For jack-o’-lantern designs, you’ll want to choose a safe way to illuminate the pumpkin’s interior. The
Country Living team suggests using a votive candle inside a glass dish and filling it with water to help
protect your masterpiece from the flames. You can also use a string of Christmas lights as a safer
lighting method.

Preserve the pumpkin

Although carved pumpkins tend to have only a few weeks’ shelf life at best, there are a few things you
can do to help preserve your squash. Lisson suggests keeping the stem intact, regardless of what



design you choose. The stem will provide nutrients to the pumpkin to help slow the rotting process.
You can also spray the pumpkin with a lemon juice and water solution, then cover it with a plastic bag
during the day. Lisson also recommends storing the pumpkin in your garage or basement, particularly
on chilly fall nights.

Master the art of the jack-o’-lantern this season, or try your hand at a 3D or surface design, by
applying these practical steps to your next pumpkin-carving session. Just don’t be surprised if your
neighbors and friends start asking you for design tips.
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Discover access to nearly 30,000 surcharge-free
ATMs
Just look for the CO-OP logo

Dear Member,

Across town or across the country, it's good to know that as our member, you can connect with 30,000
CO-OP ATMs - all surcharge free.

Visit locations in all 50 states
Find them at convenient retail locations
Make deposits at nearly 9,000 ATMs

Find ATMs near you:

Visit Co-OPatm.org
Download our mobile app
Text your current address to 91989
Call 1-888-748-3266

Click Here to Learn More!
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Need a Notary?

La Loma Federal Credit Union is now offering Notary services! Notary services* at our main branch
located at:

26151 Mayberry St
Loma Linda, CA 92354

Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Friday - 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday - Closed

No appointment is needed.

What you need to bring with you: 

A valid, government issued photo ID
Documents to be notarized

Why do documents need to be notarized?
A notary public acts as an impartial third-party witness to not only the signature of a document, but
also that all parties who signed a document did so willingly and under their own free will.

* Notary services available to members and non-members of LLFCU. 
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The Importance of Separating Spending and
Savings Accounts
A simple financial strategy to hasten the achievement of your goals

One easy way to enhance your budgeting goals is to keep your spending and savings accounts
separate. Discover the advantages of having your funds in separate pools and learn how to expand
upon this principle to jump-start your other savings goals by using the following tips.

Perks of separate spending and savings accounts 

For starters, make sure to keep
these two accounts at two different
banks. This places a physical
barrier between the money you
spend and the fund you’re trying to
grow. As certified financial planner
Sophia Bera shared with Business
Insider contributor Emmie Martin,
“It adds some friction between
these accounts.” This practice also
provides a mental barrier which
helps train your brain to view these
two funds as totally separate, to
reduce the likelihood that you’ll dip
into your savings.

Benefits of having additional
multiple accounts

This practice easily translates to
growing separate funds that you
maintain to serve different priorities. Whether it’s for travel, a down payment on a house, your child’s
college expenses or retirement, having multiple accounts will help you reach your goal amounts more
quickly. You can even set up a separate account for a short-term need, such as a vacation or holiday
fund.

Guidelines for establishing separate accounts

Per the Bankrate team, online banks are a great place to set up multiple accounts. Simply open
multiple savings accounts then label them with the names of your goals. Most online banks will list all
of your accounts on a personal home page online so you can easily monitor each account as it grows.

But how many accounts should you open up? According to Time contributor Taylor Tepper, two
accounts is a must if you’re a young adult who falls into the “single and working” category. Look for a
high-yield savings account, which will help speed the growth rate for this fund.

If you’re married with children, you’ll probably need more than just two savings accounts. Start with a
joint savings account, then create a separate checking account for each spouse. As Richard
Barrington of Money-Rates.com shared with Time, “Look to each account as a fresh choice of bank.”
Barrington also advised establishing separate accounts with multiple brick-and-mortar banks, if you’re
interested in an alternative to online banks.

Minor pitfalls to avoid with separate accounts

Although keeping multiple accounts has its benefits, like with anything in life, it also comes with a few
caveats. For starters, you’ll want to steer clear of banks with minimum balance fees. As Bankrate’s
CFA and senior financial analyst Greg McBride expressed, even one minimum balance fee could
negate several months’ worth of earnings for that account.

You might also lose interest due to spreading your resources into multiple pools. Some bank accounts
pay a higher interest rate on a larger balance, as Money Crashers contributor Michele Lerner related.

In the long run, however, keeping separate accounts is a wise practice worth adopting. By separating



your saving and spending accounts, you’ll minimize the instances of draining your savings account
simply because it’s easy to access. Once you implement the separate accounts principle with your
other savings goals, you’ll enjoy reaching your financial ambitions more rapidly.
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