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Grow Your Green

We are celebrating spring with great rates on certificates of deposit to help your savings grow! Get
started with just a $1,000 minimum deposit.

7 Month Special 2.29% rate and 2.32% APY

11 Month Special 2.59% rate and 2.62% APY

Don’t wait – these special rates will only be available for a limited time! 

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Minimum deposit of $1,000 for this special rate. Rate is
nonrenewable and is effective as of March 8, 2019. Terms and Conditions Subject to Change Without
Notice. Subject to penalty for early withdrawal. 
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Determining the Appropriate Insurance for Your
Vehicle
What kinds of insurance you should consider when purchasing a
vehicle

The right car insurance revolves around your personal needs and desires as well as what your state
requires. The required amount of coverage changes with each car you buy and every time you move
to a new state. Understanding what is important and what you need before signing up for insurance is
pivotal for proper protection and full compliance with the law.

Liability coverage

When you cause a car accident,
you pay for the damages and
medical expenses associated with
the incident. Per The Wall Street
Journal, liability coverage is split
into two categories: property
damage liability insurance and
bodily injury liability insurance.
Property damage covers car
destruction like fender benders,
door dings and ripped bumpers;
while bodily injury backs the
hospital visit expenses and lost
wages of those injured. Liability
coverage is the first aid to your
rescue if you find yourself in a
lawsuit. How much money you
receive depends on your liability
limits for a person’s injuries, total
injuries per accident and property
damage per accident.

Comprehensive coverage

Comprehensive coverage centers on other motor vehicle misfortunes that do not involve other cars:
think damage from natural disasters, hail damage or a collision with a deer. This also includes matters
of theft and vandalism. However, Kristen Hall-Geisler of U.S. News & World Report notes that
comprehensive coverage does not cover any damage causes if your vehicle collides with a fixed
object like a tree, building or light post.

Collision coverage

When you crash into any object other than an animal, collision coverage helps you with repair costs.
This remains true when you drive someone else’s car. Depending on the state you are in, rental car
accidents factor into this as well. Roll-over and hit-and-run accidents are also candidates for this
policy. Keep in mind that collision coverage will require that you pay a deductible.

Extended coverage

There are several extended insurance options that cover issues not encompassed by liability, collision
and comprehensive coverage. Per WSJ, personal injury protection aids with expenditures if the end
result of an accident is a disability. This includes medical costs, 60 to 80 percent of lost income,
funeral expenses, child care and even lawn work. According to Lacie Glover of NerdWallet, Medical
payments coverage assists with hospital expenses for you and anyone else in the vehicle with you.
Uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage works in accidents where another driver is responsible
and either has no insurance or inadequate insurance to cover your expenses.

Guaranteed Auto Protection, which Hall-Geisler notes is commonly offered by car dealerships, comes
in handy when you finance a brand-new vehicle without cash and wreck it or have it stolen shortly



after. GAP covers the market value you lose after purchasing the vehicle from the dealership, which
adds up to 25 percent of the vehicle’s overall price.

Premium coverage

The most advanced auto insurance can offer additional luxuries to your plan, but with a price.
Hall-Geisler recommends roadside assistance to cover tows to a repair shop, battery jumps and
changing flat tires, keeping you protected in an unfortunate but non-accident-related event. This is a
particularly useful add-on if you do a lot of traveling.

Some other premium coverages are more needs-specific. In his blog, financial expert Dave Ramsey
recommends pay-per-mile insurance for vehicles that are not driven terribly often; your bills are based
on the number of miles actually driven, which is calculated by a GPS installed in your car. Umbrella
insurance is an add-on for your liability coverage if you exceed the limits of your current plan, and
Ramsey says it’s probably necessary if you have a net worth of $500,000 or more. If you live next to a
golf course or baseball diamond, you may want to opt for glass coverage, which pays for the cost of
repairs or replacements for your vehicle’s windshield or windows.

As you continue to research these policies and plans, discuss any questions or concerns you have
with your insurance agent. By understanding what you’re required to have and what you feel
comfortable carrying, you can keep your insurance bills reasonable without having to worry about
being left holding the bag in the event of a collision.
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When to Re-evaluate Your Insurance
7 life changes that qualify for an insurance policy updates

New changes in life bring a flurry of business and excitement. But don’t forget to review your
insurance policies when these significant events happen, to make sure you are getting the coverage
you need and take advantage of available discounts.

Marriage

If you recently got married, Dave
Ramsey recommends
re-evaluating four different types of
insurance policies:
homeowners/renters, life, auto and
health. Depending on how many
possessions you have as a couple,
you might need to increase
coverage limits for your
homeowners/renters policy, as
Nerdwallet’s Alex Glenn shares. If
you don’t currently have life
insurance, it’s definitely a wise idea
to invest in this policy to help
provide financial stability in the
likelihood of your death. Per Glenn,
that’s especially true if you share a
mortgage that one of you couldn’t
afford alone, or you have debts that
the other person would inherit. Car
insurance is another policy you’ll want to revisit. Per The Balance contributor Emily Delbridge, most
carriers will let you change coverage mid-policy if you need to add a vehicle and/or a driver to the
current policy. You’ll also want to update health insurance coverage. According to Healthcare.gov, you
typically have a 30-day period after you get married to add a spouse to your employer-based health
policy.

Change in family size

If your family is growing, you’ll want to revisit health and life insurance policies, per Ramsey. For
health insurance, you’ll typically have the 30-day special enrollment period that newlyweds have, for
updating your coverage. For life insurance, you’ll likely want to add the new child as a beneficiary on
your plan. This will help ensure their financial future is bright in the rare case that you die before
they’ve reached a financially-independent age. Per Ramsey, you can always take the child off your life
insurance plan once they’ve reached adulthood.

Career change

While a new job doesn’t necessarily call for an updated auto insurance policy, if you’re changing to a
new career it might benefit you to do so. Per Ramsey, auto insurance carriers sometime offer annual
discounts for certain job roles like if you’re a doctor, teacher, lawyer or law enforcement officer.

New car

Adding a new vehicle to you “auto family” is similar to adding a new child to your health and life
insurance policies. To add a new vehicle to your policy, Ramsey advises contacting your car insurance
carrier. Provide the agent with the vehicle identification number (VIN), make and model of the vehicle.

Retirement 

If you’re about to leave the workforce to begin retirement, you’ll want to re-evaluate life insurance and
auto insurance. Per Ramsey, you might want to opt out of a life insurance policy, especially if your
retirement fund is sufficient for your spouse to live on after you’ve died. Per Nerdwallet’s Alice
Holbrook, some auto insurance carriers offer discounts to retirees. If you have a solid driving record
and plan on driving less, it’s easy to secure one of these discounted rates.



Expensive purchases 

Per Ramsey, homeowners or renters insurance has a content coverage provision, which insures
every possession within your home, in the event it gets damaged, lost or stolen. However, you should
consider modifying your policy whenever you purchase an expensive item like jewelry, antiques,
cameras, computers and musical instruments.

Property renovations

Home upgrades like redoing the kitchen or bathroom, or adding a swimming pool out back, are
another scenario that calls for a potential change to your insurance policy. Per Ramsey, sometimes
carriers offer a discounted rate if the renovation involves installing safety features like smoke alarms.

By implementing these strategies, you can enjoy more peace of mind knowing that you and your
family have the coverage that suits your unique life phase. That way, you can focus on enjoying the
present and spend less time worrying about the future.
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Giving Notice: Don’t Leave Your Retirement Savings
Behind
Ensure your retirement savings travel with you to your next job

The process of leaving a job can be a stressful one. If you are on your way to a new job, you will
certainly have a lot on your mind. Unfortunately, one major need that you may overlook is what to do
with your retirement savings.

According to Spencer Williams of MarketWatch, approximately 33 percent of workers left savings
behind in their prior employer’s 401(k) plan when changing jobs. Doing so is a mistake for several
reasons, especially when there are better options for what to do with retirement savings during a job
transition.

Option #1: Stick with a previous
employer’s 401(k) provider

Williams says that the vast majority
of employees who leave their
retirement savings behind in a
previous employer’s 401(k) plan do
so out of complacency. Only 27
percent stated that they stuck with
a previous 401(k) option due to it
being more advantageous.

Kathleen Elkins of CNBC warns
that leaving retirement savings
behind in a previous 401(k) plan
can be extremely risky. Often,
former employees are no longer
able to contribute to the plan. If an
employer switches 401(k)
providers, former employees may
be unable to log in to access their
account.

Kate Ashford of CBS warns that some 401(k) plans are riddled with hidden fees. Workers who have
left a job may not be privy to any new fees that providers add to a 401(k) plan.

Option #2: Withdraw money from a 401(k) account

It might be tempting to simply withdraw the cash from a previous 401(k) account. Doing so could
potentially be even more damaging than leaving savings behind.

Withdrawing retirement savings from a 401(k) account triggers a 10 percent early withdraw penalty,
according to Emily Brandon of U.S. News. This is in addition to the income tax that will be applied to
the newly-withdrawn money.

Unfortunately, despite how risky this option is, it is not an uncommon one. Williams says that
approximately 31 percent of workers have withdrawn money from their 401(k) accounts prematurely.

Option #3: Transfer funds to a new employer’s 401(k) program

Ideally, you will have a new job lined up before you quit your current job, and that job might offer a
401(k) plan right off the bat. Many financial experts warn that this is the exception rather than the rule.

Brandon says that many employees encounter a waiting period before they can opt into the 401(k)
program at their new job. Michael J. Grossman of Investopedia says that employees should carefully
compare their previous 401(k) plan with the current one offered, regardless of when 401(k) entry is
first offered.

Brandon advises against having multiple 401(k) accounts at once. Instead, consolidate accounts to
keep your retirement savings more organized.



Option #4: Transfer savings to an IRA

The option that most employees choose during a job transition period is an Individual Retirement
Account. Arielle O’Shea of NerdWallet states that IRAs share many of the same benefits as traditional
401(k) programs.

There are two different kinds of IRAs generally offered: a traditional IRA and a Roth IRA. Traditional
IRA accounts do not incur initial taxes upon deposit, whereas with a Roth IRA, you will owe taxes on
the amount of money you roll over when you set up the account. Still, CNN states that Roth IRAs offer
more flexibility, especially for retirees.

Workers can roll over savings from an IRA to a new 401(k) account when it is available, yet many
workers stick with an IRA or Roth IRA until they are finally ready to retire, Elkins states.

When leaving one job for another, retirement savings are something that no one wants to leave
behind. With the various financial options available, you fortunately won’t have to.
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Everything You Need to Know About Becoming a
Co-signer
How co-signing can impact your present and future finances

If you’ve built a substantial credit history and have a solid credit score, you might find yourself in the
position of being asked to co-sign a loan. Here are some important things to consider before making
this decision.

Responsibilities of a co-signer 

Per the Federal Trade
Commission, a co-signer takes
legal responsibility to pay the
primary signer’s loan if they default
on payments. Like it sounds,
co-signing a loan is a weighty
obligation that you shouldn’t adopt
without thoroughly evaluating the
advantages and disadvantages of
this financial decision.

Benefit of co-signing

The main perk of co-signing is to
provide financial help to a loved
one, as U.S. News & World
Report’s Geoff Williams shares.
For example, co-signing a student
loan to help your child fund a
university education. Or co-signing
the loan for their first car, since
financial institutions usually require a co-signer if the primary borrower has no or little credit history. A
secondary perk is that a positive co-signing experience can bolster the credit scores of both the
primary borrower and the co-signer, if payments are consistently made on time, as Mark Dennis with
Forbes articulates.

Some drawbacks of co-signing

Two main disadvantages of co-signing are that it can negatively impact both your credit score and your
personal relationship with the primary borrower. According to a Creditcards.com survey, 40 percent of
co-signers end up paying some or all of the loan or credit card balance when the primary borrower
failed to hold up their end of the deal.

Besides losing money, co-signing can also make you vulnerable to a decreased credit score.
Whenever the primary borrower either misses a payment or pays it after the deadline, this “strike”
goes on your own credit report and can remain there for a few years, as Dennis confirms. This could
also impact your ability to secure future loans.

Ways to reduce the risks of being a co-signer 

If you do decide to be a co-signer, experts recommend following a few guidelines to help minimize the
potential risks. For starters, agree to co-sign only if the primary borrower is a relative, as Jim Angleton,
president of Aegis FinServ Corp. shared with Williams. Avoid co-signing for acquaintances and
friends, since any negative experience could damage your finances as well as your relationship with
that person.

It’s also important to review your budget before agreeing to co-sign. Make sure you have sufficient
funds to cover the primary borrower’s loan payments indefinitely, in case they default on their loan
due to losing their job or experiencing some other financial crisis.

Request copies of all documents and statements involved with the loan, as Dennis recommends. You
might also consider asking for login credentials so both of you stay up to date on loan payments.
Additionally, set up email and text alerts with the financial institution, as Williams shares. That way,



Additionally, set up email and text alerts with the financial institution, as Williams shares. That way,
you both know payment deadlines and posting dates, and are aware of any late payments.

Lastly, get out of the cosigner role as soon as possible. Dennis articulates two ways of doing this. One
way is to create a written agreement with the primary borrower that he or she will refinance the loan
under their own name at an agreed-upon time in the future, once they’ve built some credit history.
Another option is to make sure the loan you’ll co-sign has a co-signer release option. This document
legally releases the co-signer from their obligation to back the loan, once the primary borrower meets
certain conditions.

While co-signing has its risks, it definitely has some benefits for those willing to pursue this financial
route. By following these guidelines, you’ll be well-equipped to evaluate your finances and decide
whether or not co-signing is best for you.
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Savings vs. Investing Over Time
Learn more about what you can earn from each option

When you have enough money to cover your everyday expenses, you should consider saving money
for the future. You can choose to put this money in a secure savings account with your financial
institution or invest it in the market. There are risks and benefits of each that you should consider
before making your final choice.   

Savings

You might have had a savings
account at your preferred lending
institution since you were a child, or
maybe you currently do business
with one you chose yourself. Either
way, this institution has dedicated
savings accounts that are prefect
for storing money and earning
interest. Between investing and
saving, the latter is the safer
option.

If you don’t have enough money to
cover your living expenses for up to
six months, Joshua Kennon of The
Balance says that you should only
be considering savings. An
emergency fund is essential for
staying on your feet if you were to
have a sudden illness or lose your
job. He also points out that not
living paycheck to paycheck will help alleviate pressure and stress in your life.

Beyond an emergency fund, you should not invest any cash you’ll need within five years, according to
Alice Holbrook of NerdWallet. A savings account is a great place to hold money for big purchases,
such as your next car or the down payment on a house. It will be much more accessible there than if
you have it tied up in investments.

Investing

Investing your money can be thrilling, and there is a lot of potential to grow your money this way.
Lauren Welch of Investopedia points out that the main difference between savings and investing is
risk. Your money can only stay the same or grow in a savings account; but in investments, there is a
very real risk that you might lose money. Yet, if you or your advisor make the right choices, you could
increase your funds much faster than at a financial institution.

Investing is a long-term strategy for managing your money, Welch says. She adds that most financial
goals for investments are things like college and retirement that have several years, if not decades, to
grow and weather the storm of changing economic times. If you add money to your work 401(k) or a
state 529 account, you’re already investing in the market.

Before you move to invest your extra cash, Holbrook cautions that you should make sure that you
have any high-interest debt paid off first. Mortgages and student loans usually have low enough
interest rates that your earnings from investing will make it worth your while to keep making minimum
payments. Credit card debt, on the other hand, can have an interest rate as high as 20 percent. It will
quickly eat up anything you hope to earn from putting your money in the market.

Make sure to look over all of your accounts to see where you might need your money next before you
make a final choice. If you’re not sure which route to take, talk to a financial advisor.
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Holiday Closings

Good Friday
Friday, April 19th
Saturday, April 20th- office on W. First St closed 
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The Risks of Using Public Wi-Fi
Why you should avoid using public Wi-Fi

Public Wi-Fi networks allow you to connect to the internet for free in many public places like coffee
shops, airports and hotels. But while getting free internet access without having to use any data from
your personal phone plan might look like a great idea on the surface, using public Wi-Fi comes with a
number of significant risks, as these networks tend to have very little security — if any.

Packet sniffing

According to Europol’s Cybercrime
Centre, packet sniffing is a
cybercrime involving an attacker
that “monitors and intercepts
unencrypted data as it travels
across an unprotected network.”
Cybercriminals can do this by
buying special software kits,
allowing them to see everything
you are doing online. They can
view the webpages you have
visited, the information you fill out
while visiting said webpages and
even capture your login
credentials.

Man-in-the-Middle attacks

One of the most common threats
when using a public Wi-Fi network
is what is known as a
Man-in-the-Middle attack. Similar to packet sniffing, a MitM attack is a form of eavesdropping. “When a
computer makes a connection to the internet, data is sent from point A (computer) to point B
(service/website), and vulnerabilities can allow an attacker to get in between these transmissions and
‘read’ them,” Norton explains. “What you thought was private no longer is.”

Malicious hotspot

Another way cybercriminals can use public Wi-Fi to spy on you is via malicious hotspots that use
legitimate network names to manipulate you to connect to them. For example, hackers near your
hotel can set up their own Wi-Fi network with the same name as the hotel’s and boost the signal to
ensure it is stronger than the legitimate one. Once you accidentally connect to the malicious hotspot,
the attacker can then monitor everything you do online.

Malware distribution

Unencrypted public Wi-Fi networks and software vulnerabilities can allow attackers to place malware
on your computer without your knowledge. “A software vulnerability is a security hole or weakness
found in an operating system or software program,” Norton says. “Hackers can exploit this weakness
by writing code to target a specific vulnerability and then inject malware onto your device.”

According to Luke Bencie, managing director of Security Management International, malware
distribution was one of the primary tools behind a sophisticated hacking campaign dubbed “Dark
Hotel,” which targeted U.S. executives, government agencies, CEOs and other high-profile individuals
as they traveled to Asia. As these individuals connected to their luxury hotel’s Wi-Fi networks and
downloaded what they thought were regular software updates, their devices were infected with
malware. “This malware could sit inactive and undetected for several months before being remotely
accessed to obtain sensitive information on the device,” Bencie writes in a May 2017 article for the
Harvard Business Review.

Minimizing risk

There are many ways to protect your information while using public Wi-Fi. The best one is to use a



virtual private network, which will keep everything you do encrypted; but if that’s not an option, there
are still recommended practices to minimize risk. For example, do not allow your Wi-Fi to
auto-connect to networks, do not access websites that hold sensitive information like healthcare or
financial accounts, do not log into a network that isn’t password protected, and do not leave your
Wi-Fi or Bluetooth® enabled if you are not using them. Additionally, Bencie recommends setting up
two-factor authentication so that “even if malicious individuals have the passwords to your bank, social
media, or email, they won’t be able to log in.”

Even if you have to connect to a public Wi-Fi network, knowing the risks can help better prepare you
against attacks. Nonetheless, you would be better off buying an unlimited data plan for your device to
enable you to stop using public Wi-Fi altogether.
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What Does Divorce Mean for Your Finances?
Evaluating the financial impact of ending your marriage

If you’re considering a divorce, it might not be for fiscal reasons, but a dissolution of your marriage will
greatly impact you and your ex-spouse’s finances. Divorce isn’t cheap, and it will have lasting effects
on your bank account long after the ink dries.

Legal fees

Even before you finalize the
separation, you’re going to incur
high bills, particularly involving
legal fees. As Craig Guillot of
Intuit’s MintLife blog points out,
each partner usually has their own
legal team, and the more time is
spent fighting over child custody,
alimony and assets, the more
expensive the process can become
— easily exceeding $100,000. If
you foresee an ugly, costly battle
on the horizon, he recommends
consulting with a Certified Divorce
Financial Analyst beforehand to
make a cost-efficient plan.

Property and assets

What you and your spouse used to
share now will be divided, and the
two of you likely won’t agree on where those lines should be drawn. Property distribution is decided
upon by the laws and court of your state, so you may either be subject to community property
procedures (generally equal division) or equitable distribution procedures (court-decided), according
to Deborah Fowles of The Balance.

Property is easy to define, but your assets can be a wide variety of things. While the obvious ones are
the house, cars, recreational vehicles, financial accounts and investments, Fowles points out that
artwork, antiques, collectibles, tools, rewards program bonuses, vacation time and many other things
could be considered assets, depending on how much they’re worth.

Have a clear list of your assets and ranking of what you prefer to keep, because you may have to
relinquish some assets to keep others. The bottom line is that you should expect your property and
possessions to take a heavy hit in a divorce.

Child support and alimony

Depending on how the divorce goes, either you may need to pay your spouse money on a regular
basis or they will have to pay you. Whether the judge prescribes child support and/or spousal support,
the amount of money being paid can depend heavily on the formulas dictated by your state’s laws and
what the judge deems to be fair. So, it’s hard to predict what the bottom line will be. 

If you’re unsure if spousal or child support will be part of the divorce outcome, Guillot recommends
factoring in how long the marriage was, the employment situation of both spouses, the number and
ages of any children, the nature of the divorce and other such influences. If you’re in a better financial
situation than your ex-spouse, be prepared to give up a chunk of your income in the coming years.

Taxes

Taxes are already a mess to understand, and divorce can complicate them even further. You will go
from filing your taxes jointly to filing them single at a higher rate, and only one of the parents will be
able to claim your children as dependents. According to Forbes contributor James Brewer, if you
receive spousal support, you will need to pay tax on that income, but child support doesn’t get taxed.

Debt and credit



Debt and credit

Just like splitting assets, you’ll be splitting debt, too. Experts with Financial Engines warn that even
debt solely under your ex-spouse’s name could have an impact on you if they don’t pay up. This could
involve outstanding automotive loans, student loans, business loans, credit card debt or mortgage
balances. Outstanding debt may even impact your credit score after the divorce, so monitor it carefully
for issues.

Benefits

Although the majority of ways a divorce impacts your finances are negative, there are some benefits
to becoming single again. You’ll have control over your budget, so you can free yourself from
unhealthy or inessential spending habits. U.S. News & World Report contributor Maryalene LaPonsie
points out other potential benefits of divorce, like more government financial aid for retirees and
parents of college students.

If you are considering divorce, evaluate the financial impact of the separation before filing. It will
probably cost you more than you expect, and will have lasting effects on your wallet for years to come.
Talk with a financial advisor — particularly one that specializes in divorces — to determine the
least-costly path of separation.
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Investment Blogs to Bookmark
Where to keep up-to-date on the latest financial news

The world’s markets are constantly changing, influenced by investor feeling and current affairs.
Keeping up with everything can be time-consuming, so consider following these trustworthy,
to-the-point investing blogs for the latest alerts and market predictions.

ValueWalk

You follow blogs on investing for
the most recent and biggest news.
Alap Shah, a contributor to
Forbes.com, says that ValueWalk
fits the bill. Referenced by senior
leaders at Fortune 500 companies
and hedge funds, the blog offers
in-depth analysis of economic
trends as well as coverage of
breaking news as it happens. Most
of the content on this blog is free,
but you can pay for a more
executive experience.

Dr. Ed’s Blog

If you know a bit about investments
and are looking for a deeper look
into how the economy works,
consider checking out Dr Ed’s
Blog. Anne Kates Smith and Nellie
S. Huang, executive editor and senior associate editor of Kiplinger’s Personal Finance, say that
strategist Ed Yardeni’s analysis of the markets and how forces affect them is very understandable. He
uses graphs and charts to help you visualize ideas that may be more complicated. Some of his past
topics include detailed looks into various stocks, inflation and international trade. If you learn best by
listening, he also has a video podcast you can watch.

Oblivious Investor

You can read a lot of blogs on this list without being an economist, but some of the articles will be a bit
confusing without a basic understanding of certain concepts. AARP contributor Jean Chatzky
recommends Oblivious Investor for answers to the most common investing questions. Author Mike
Piper, a certified public accountant and financial planner, started writing when he got tired of
answering emails full of questions from friends and relatives. Several of the articles address taxes, but
there are quite a few pieces about retirement planning and investing basics.

Memos from Howard Marks

The best investing advice comes from the leaders of management firms charged with growing their
investors’ money. The team at Forbes recommends checking out Oaktree Capital Management’s site.
The site hosts Memos from Howard Marks, the Chartered Financial Analyst and co-chairman of the
company, as well as other insights from its leaders. Marks only posts a couple times a year, but when
he does, it’s a long message that dives headlong into current topics and their impact. It might not be
the same as an appointment with him as your personal financial advisor, but it’s the next best thing.

Following investing blogs is a great way of learning more about the economy, how it affects your
money, and what to do to earn more in the long run. Before you make any big jumps, though,
remember to contact your financial planner to make sure all of the strategies fit your needs.
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How to Get More Involved In Your Community
Contribute to your local community and feel included

A sense of community can be a wonderful thing that helps you get up in the morning, but it can seem
vague and hard to approach. Luckily, it’s not too hard once you set your sights on specific ways to get
more involved in your community.

Be friendly and approachable

The best way to get involved in
your community is to meet the
people that form it. You can do
anything from organizing a block
party to spontaneously starting a
conversation with someone who
looks like they want to talk while
out walking or shopping. A
community is all about the people,
so you need to create lasting
connections with them. Even a
positive impression would work.

Volunteer at your local library

Libraries offer a host of
volunteering options. You can help
out with the occasional book sale
or participate in seasonal events
like mini fairs, gingerbread house
making, summer reading and other
events that draw the community together. Not only will you get to know the librarians that work there,
you’ll also get to meet more people in the community that frequent the library for one reason or
another. The local library usually has a bulletin board with all the local events and news as well, so you
can stay up to date on what’s going on and find out other ways to get involved.

Keep an eye out for events

Even in smaller communities, there’s always some sort of event going on or coming up soon that you
can attend or help with. Festivals and fairs are a fun way to meet new people and get some tasty food
at the same time. Many festivals feature dishes and drinks from local vendors; this gives you a sense
of the good restaurants around town so you can then go out and support them.

Shop local

Another great way to get involved and show support is by shopping at your local businesses. This
doesn’t mean you have to quit shopping at a cheap, nation-wide grocery chain, but you should try to
buy something from a local mom-and-pop shop or coffee place instead. Chances are, the owners of
the local restaurants and stores know the area pretty well, so you can find out what’s going on and
meet some new people if you strike up a conversation.

Support your local teams

Every place in the U.S. has some sort of sports team, whether it’s major league football or the
elementary school soccer team. Showing love and support for the team and the players will go a long
way to getting more involved in the community. If you aren’t a sports fan, you don’t have to go and
watch the games. Many local teams will have annual bake sales or other fundraisers that you can
take part in and maybe score some sweets in the process.

Join a club, organization or class

A lack of interest is not an excuse to pass on joining some sort of local club or group, because there’s
a group for everything. Find something you’re passionate about and look for any classes or meetings
based on that activity. There are a range of activities — some that require payment and some that are
free — in every community, and it’s also an opportunity for you to try something new. Look at nearby



free — in every community, and it’s also an opportunity for you to try something new. Look at nearby
recreation or community centers for existing classes and groups. If you can’t find a group based on
your passion in your community, then start one of your own.

If you feel isolated or a bit disconnected from the community at large, follow one or more of these
suggestions to get your foot in the door and become a contributing member of the community.
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What to Do When You Hydroplane
How to regain control of your vehicle when you hydroplane

Hydroplaning is not a pleasant experience, but it is a common one. If you find yourself hydroplaning,
here are some steps to help you regain control of your vehicle.

Don’t panic  

The first and most important step according to TireBuyer.com is to not panic. This might sound hard,
but a panicked response will make the situation worse when you need to be handling the vehicle
calmly and efficiently to regain control and minimize any potential damage.

Turn off cruise control

According to USNews.com
contributor Brian McHugh, cruise
control misreads the buildup of
water underneath the tires and
believes the vehicle is naturally
slowing down, so it will pump extra
power to the wheels and try to
downshift when you hydroplane.
Turn it off immediately.

Avoid hitting the brakes 

Adrienne Haney, contributor to
WUSA9.com, advises against
hitting the brakes because it could
make the situation much worse.
The front wheels will usually start
hydroplaning before the rear
wheels because they’re displacing
the most water, which leads to a
difference in traction between the
front and back wheels. This difference will cause you to spin out of control if you hit the brakes, so it’s
better to ease off the accelerator and gently apply the brakes only when necessary. McHugh warns
that if your car is older and doesn’t have anti-lock brakes, you shouldn’t use your brakes at all.

Navigate toward a clear spot  

Look ahead for a clear spot and try to direct your vehicle toward that space. According to McHugh, you
need to turn the steering wheel in the direction that the car is sliding to straighten out. That means if
the back of your car is sliding to the right, you need to turn the wheel to the right.

Be prepared: Once you turn the wheel, the back of your car will begin to swing in the opposite
direction, and you’ll have to straighten it out again by matching the wheel’s direction to the car’s slide.
The back of your car will likely swing back and forth a couple of times like a pendulum before you
regain control, and you’ll need to compensate for each swing to eventually straighten out your vehicle.

Don’t overcompensate 

It’s important to not overcompensate when trying to straighten out your vehicle, cautions
TireBuyer.com, because you might lose control completely and spin out before you can even attempt
to readjust the wheel. Keep each turn of the wheel proportionate to how far you’re sliding: Turn the
wheel a little for a smaller slide, and more if your car’s is sliding further. It’s better to start with a
smaller turn of the wheel and adjust it as you go compared to recovering from a spin out. Even when
your wheels begin to regain traction, don’t accelerate or brake until you gain complete control
because the sudden change in traction can be jarring to both you and the car.

Take a moment to breathe

Once you finally regain control from hydroplaning, feel free to pull over once it’s safe to do so and take
a moment to calm your nerves. Assess the situation like you would for a collision: Did you hit



anything? Is anyone hurt? Was there any damage to the car?

Hydroplaning is unfortunately common when driving on wet roads, but these steps will help you
regain control of your vehicle faster and help mitigate potential damage.
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