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Using CDs for Your Savings
The advantages and drawbacks of putting your money in a
certificate of deposit

From savings accounts and money market accounts to stuffing cash into a jar in the cabinet or
beneath the mattress, there are a wide variety of ways to save your money. These options offer
varying advantages and drawbacks, but what they all have in common is the idea that you can
withdraw your money as soon as you wish. If you have funds that you want to squirrel away without
the temptation to dip into them, consider putting the money into a certificate of deposit.

What is a certificate of deposit? 

According to NerdWallet’s Tony
Armstrong, a CD is a kind of
savings account that typically offers
a fixed interest rate and fixed
maturity date. Insured by the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.
for up to $250,000, CDs are
considered extremely low-risk
savings alternatives. The
advantage to leaving the money in
your CD for a full term, which
Armstrong says typically ranges
from three months to five years, is
that it will accrue interest over that
period, offering a significant return
on your investment.

Saundra Latham, contributor at
The Simple Dollar, writes various
different types of CDs are worth considering. A traditional CD is the most common variety and offers
fixed interest rates, but if you prefer a bit more risk you can also opt for a variable-rate CD which will
adjust to the market rate. There is also a bump-up CD, which allows you to opt into a higher interest
rate if one becomes available during your term. If you have a larger amount of money to put away —
think six figures or more — a jumbo CD pays out a higher interest rate than the traditional option.

When a CD won’t work

A CD requires the full term to pass before you can withdraw funds (without paying an exorbitant fee),
so it might not be a sound option if it is your only means of savings. CDs are attractive because they
tend to offer higher interest rates than savings and money market accounts, but they don’t offer the
same flexibility when it comes to making sporadic withdraws for emergency situations. Margarette
Burnette of NerdWallet suggests a high-yield savings account might be a preferable alternative if you
aren’t positive you could go for a fixed term without the money.

A CD also might not be your investment of choice if you want a higher risk-reward proposition. CDs
are generally safe additions to your portfolio if you want something reliable to fall back on, but if you
prefer more aggressive investments with potentially bigger payouts, CDs likely aren’t going to be the
focal point of your financial strategy.

How to maximize your CDs

The “laddering” technique is a common approach to getting the most out of a CD. The Wall Street
Journal’s how-to guide on CDs puts it as such: “Let’s say you want to invest $15,000. By laddering,
you would invest $5,000 in a one-year CD, $5,000 in a two-year CD and $5,000 in a three-year CD.
Then, each time one of the three CDs matures, you would either take the cash or re-invest it in
another three-year CD to keep your ladder in place.”

This strategy enables you to continually collect interest and opt into higher interest rates if they are
available at the close of a term. If you keep this method going continuously, you will allow yourself the
option of having a chunk of your CD savings at your disposal every year. This way, you can decide



whether you need the money for an emergency or investment opportunity while the other CDs in your
portfolio continue to accrue interest.

Investing in CDs is a safe, solid financial decision if you have the patience to bear it out. To determine
whether a CD is right for you, talk to your financial advisor to learn more about the risks and rewards.
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Why Renters Insurance is Important
A closer look at the benefits provided by this fairly affordable form
of insurance

Homeowners insurance is one of the most valuable resources individuals can rely upon during a
natural disaster, or any other incident resulting in a damaged house. According to Barbara Kiviat of
Consumer Reports, the vast majority of U.S. homeowners — 95 percent to be exact — have policies
in place to cover damage caused by natural disasters or theft.

Unfortunately, the percentage of renters who take advantage of a similar form of coverage is not
nearly as high. Kiviat explains only 41 percent of U.S. renters have renters insurance. These renters
would be wise to pay for renters insurance, as it covers a wide array of scenarios and offers an even
wider assortment of benefits.

What is renters insurance?

According to Gino Zahnd, a
contributor for the Huffington Post,
renters insurance covers a renter’s
personal belongings that could be
damaged by fire or theft, as well as
stolen items. Jean Folger of
Investopedia notes how renters
insurance is completely separate
from a landlord’s property
insurance. While the property
insurance covers damage caused
to the property itself, only renters
insurance covers the items a
tenant owns. Renters insurance
provides benefits to landlords as
well. Zahnd goes on to say if a
tenant has renters insurance, the
landlord’s insurance won’t have to
cover the costs of damage created
by a tenant.

Why do so few renters utilize renters insurance?

The low rate of renters insurance adoption among U.S. renters is due to a number of different
reasons. Maggie McGrath of Forbes states that of the 59 percent of renters without renters insurance,
a majority felt they didn’t need it, many thought it was too expensive and some simply hadn’t gotten
around to it. Simply put, these lines of reasoning are plagued by misconceptions. For example, Folger
states the average renters insurance policy costs $187 a year, making it one of the most affordable
forms of insurance. What’s more, McGrath states, renters who do not utilize renters insurance stand to
lose up to $15,000 by not opting in for coverage. Renters insurance is even becoming a requirement
to rent apartments in certain parts of the country.

What does renters insurance cover?

Kiviat explains that the first step in choosing a renters insurance policy is to understand what is
covered by that policy. While policies differ between providers, there are a standard set of benefits
that almost all renters insurance policies cover. Damage caused by fire or theft are generally covered
across the board. Folger does note many policies do not cover earthquake or flood damage, requiring
a separate policy for those natural disasters. There are other even less commonly known benefits. For
example, many renters insurance policies provide additional living expenses if a tenant is displaced
from their current abode, helping pay for the costs of hotel rooms while repairs are performed.

What is liability coverage?

As beneficial as all these forms of coverage are, Maryalene LePonsie of U.S. News claims the most
important benefit of renters insurance is liability coverage, which helps protect policy holders from



legal action and damages resulting from an accident at their rented property. For example, if someone
is injured in a tenant’s apartment or if that tenant accidently causes a fire in their apartment, liability
coverage can cover any court costs or legal expenses. As these costs can quickly add up, this is a
good tool to have when facing legal woes. Folger states most renters insurance policies provide at
least $100,000 in liability coverage. If even more coverage is required, many insurance companies
can initiate an umbrella policy to add more coverage to those rising costs.

With all of the benefits that renters insurance can provide, there is little reason for tenants not to opt
into this fairly affordable form of insurance.
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How to Start Planning for Christmas in July
Avoid stress and debt by planning ahead for the holidays

July is the half-way mark through the year, which indicates Christmas is just six months away. While it
might be tempting to save the preparations and shopping till closer to December, you can minimize
potential stress and save money with a little bit of early planning — beginning in July.

Start a Christmas spending fund

Julie Jaggernath, contributor with
myMoneyCoach, advises
establishing a savings goal in July.
Look at your total expenses from
last year’s holiday to set an
estimated amount you’ll need to
save this year. Divide that sum by
six and you’ll get the monthly
amount you should set aside for
the next six months. By proactively
saving money gradually from now
until Christmas, you can simply tap
into this fund when the holidays
arrive instead of maxing out your
credit card.

Save money by cutting down on
expenses

TheIntentionalMom.com founder Jennifer Roskamp recommends curbing your monthly expenses.
One way you can do this is to downgrade a monthly subscription. For example, if you can spend less
on your monthly internet bill or cell phone plan by opting for a different plan or going with a different
carrier, then do so. Another way to cut back is to cancel subscriptions and memberships that aren’t
crucial or that you seldom use. For example, maybe you can cancel a few magazine subscriptions or
a gym membership you never use.

Make homemade gifts in advance

The Simple Dollar contributor Trent Hamm explains that he and his family start making homemade
gifts for friends and family in July. Stationery, soap, bath products, meals in a jar, hand-knitted clothing
accessories and photo calendars are just some of the potential presents you can construct at home at
low costs.

Homemade gifts are more personal than store-bought ones. Plus, having these gifts made before
December will significantly reduce the time you spend waiting in retail store lines during the holiday
season.

Begin cleaning your house

July is also a great time to start tidying up your place of residence. Whether you live in an apartment,
condo or house, chances are you usually find yourself spending way too much time cleaning around
the holidays in preparation for parties and overnight guests. By beginning the process in summer and
chipping away at the messiest zones of your abode, you’ll spend less time cleaning once December
comes, as Retro Housewife Goes Green founder Lisa Sharp suggests.

Book holiday flights early 

While traveling during the Christmas season is common, so is spending a fortune on last-minute flight
tickets. Mid-summer is often the best time to purchase tickets for many destinations, as CNBC News
contributor Abigail Summerville notes. For instance, airfare tends to be low during July for the
following popular destinations: Houston, Seattle, Denver, Atlanta, Mexico City and Washington, D.C.
To further maximize your savings, sign up for fare alerts, which automatically alert you when the ticket
price drops.



By implementing these practical strategies, you and your family can minimize expenditures while
avoiding stress and the headache of waiting in long lines this holiday.
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Is it Safe to Save Your Credit Card Info Online?
Tips for protecting your information against identity thieves

If you are a frequent online shopper, having your favorite retailers store your credit card information
seems like it might make sense. Having your information at the ready helps you avoid having to input
your data every time you start the checkout process, but is it trustworthy? Putting your credit card
information in someone else’s hands opens you up to a greater risk for identity theft, which begs the
question of whether it’s safe to store your information anywhere other than in your pocket.

Safety before convenience

Despite the security measures a
website takes and its reassurances
that your information will be safe,
NerdWallet’s Lindsay Konsko notes
that any information put on the
internet is not safe from the
intentions of others. Even with
extensive security measures, online
retailers are increasingly
susceptible to data breaches that
can put your credit card information
out in the wind.

Though saving your information on
a website for easier checkout might
seem like it benefits you first and
foremost, Konsko notes that it’s
actually of greater benefit to the
retailer because it incentivizes
multiple visits and purchases. Not storing your credit information on a retailer’s website might mean
that you need to take a little extra time before pulling the trigger on a purchase, which might actually
help you ward off impulse purchases.

How to safeguard your info

Not storing your credit card information is a crucial safeguard you can implement when shopping
online, but it’s not the only thing you can do to help protect yourself from hackers. According to The
Balance’s Latoya Irby, you should patronize only trustworthy sites and shun clickbait. This should
include not clicking on links in emails — especially unsolicited emails from retailers you don’t
recognize or for whose mailing lists you don’t recall signing up. If an email offer seems appealing, you
should instead type the URL directly into your browser.

When selecting which card to use to pay for your purchases, it’s better to use a credit card than a debit
card, according to Matt Schulz, U.S. News & World Report contributor and senior industry analyst at
CreditCards.com. This is because credit cards do not provide a direct line to your actual money,
unlike debit cards, making it less likely that you would be unable to pay a necessary bill if your identity
should be stolen.

According to Irby, it’s best to refrain from making online purchases from a network that supports public
computers due to the visibility of your data. You should always avoid inputting vital data over an
unsecured Wi-Fi network, and you should also refrain from making purchases using public Wi-Fi like
that you’d find in a coffee shop.

If you’re shopping somewhere you haven’t before, Irby recommends researching the site by checking
Consumer Reports or the Better Business Bureau for stats on the retailer. It’s also imperative that you
keep your computer protected with anti-spyware and anti-virus software programs. When shopping,
always ensure that the website you are using is secure. This is typically indicated by a green lock icon
found in the URL bar.

Saving your credit card information online might seem like a convenient, time-saving option, but it’s
more likely to lead to the bigger headache of having your information stolen. Be smart with your credit
card and personal data and always be cautious when shopping online.



card and personal data and always be cautious when shopping online.
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Which Industries are Safer Bets for Your
Investments?
Diversify your investments across safe industries

No matter the strength of the economy, all investments carry some amount of risk. You can help
secure your investments by distributing your money across entire industries rather than into individual
companies. Go a step further by contributing to companies that are safely expected to grow over the
long term.

Food industry

Food is essential to life; thus, the
food industry has consistently been
one of the safest industries for
investment. Several experts predict
it to remain that way into the future.
Shobhit Seth, a financial writer,
recommends in an article for
Entrepreneur.com to invest in
“businesses associated with food
like grains, cereals, beverages, and
associated functions like food
processing and food packaging.”
Seth also points out that
uncertainty and investment risk is
greatly minimized in the food
industry, because most countries
have regulations and measures
overseeing the purchase,
production and supply of food
items.

Health care

Around 10,000 baby boomers — Americans born between 1946 and 1964 — are retiring every day,
and authorities expect the number of people over the age of 65 to double over the course of the next
few decades. “While this has huge implications for financial services…a more immediate impact is
being felt in a different sector: health care,” says personal finance writer Sarah Max, in a January 2018
article for Time’s Money Magazine. As a result, spending on prescription drugs in the U.S. is expected
to climb at more than twice the annual pace of inflation. “Though health care has been among the
better-performing sectors of the market in recent years, the full impact of this demographic tailwind is
still underappreciated,” Max says.

Fast-moving consumer goods (FMCG)

Fast-moving consumer goods are essential products that consumers use on a daily basis, such as
soaps, batteries, paper products, dental hygiene products and cosmetics. “Consumers put less
thought into purchasing these…which makes FMCG a safe investment sector,” Seth says. “Profit
margins are low for such products due to fierce competition in the sector. However, volume is high
which makes up for the low profit margins.” Since FMCG companies also tend to pay regular
dividends, investing in this sector can also increase your potential for regular income.

Real estate

Millennials are finally entering their household-formation years, and they will drive the number of new
households being formed to an all-time high. “The coming of age of millennials bodes well for the
overall economy, but it’s a particular boon for real estate, which has been gradually healing since the
mortgage meltdown and financial crisis. An obvious way to tap into this shift is to bet on
homebuilders,” Max says. Industry authorities forecast the creation of between 1.3 and 1.35 million
new households annually over the next five years, which represents a 30 percent increase over the
average.



Water sector

For the same reasons as the food industry, the water sector is extremely safe — even more so than
food, because food depends on water to grow. This sector includes the transport, treatment and
packaging of water, and is both stable and expected to grow over the next few years. “Some pundits
even predict that the next major wars will be fought over water,” Seth writes. “Requirements for
potable water and for industrial consumption is expected to increase and businesses operating in
water treatment, transport, and packaging are expected to benefit.”

Diversifying your investments across several safe industries can go a long way toward growing your
wealth, especially if you start early. To get a better idea of how and where to start, consult an expert at
your financial institution.
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Should You Add Car Accessories to Your Loan?
Be ready to walk into the financing office of your dealership

Buying a new or used car can be one of the most stressful transactions of your life. As difficult as it
might be to narrow find the car that’s right for you, haggling for a good price with a salesman who is
trying to get as much out of you as possible is even harder. Once that’s taken care of, you’re sent to
the dealership’s finance department to sign a giant stack of papers and answer questions about
accessories, insurance and additional warranties to add to your loan. While adding accessories to
your car is a good way to make it just right for your needs, you will want to consider the pros and cons
before you add these additional costs to your loan.

Know where they come from

Not all accessories in the car world
are made equal. Tom McParland of
Jalopnik points out that there are
generally two categories of
accessories: factory- or
port-installed accessories and
dealer-installed accessories.
Accessories installed by the
manufacturer in the factory or at
the port when they are brought into
the United States are listed on a
vehicle’s window sticker and
cannot be removed from the
vehicle. Oftentimes, the factory
accessories are lumped in together
with other related components as
part of an equipment package. The
fact that these extras cannot be
taken off and are usually included
in price of the car makes them automatically included in your loan. On the other hand, dealer-installed
accessories can usually be removed and bought outside of the loan (or even months after the initial
vehicle purchase).

Know who sells it

Before you consider adding an accessory to your car and loan, do your research. Depending on your
vehicle, the accessory you’re looking for might be available from your manufacturer, but it could also
be made by other parties for a similar cost. Joe Bruzek of Cars.com wrote in the Chicago Tribune that
several accessories like wind deflectors, spoilers or mud flaps are available outside of a dealership,
but you might choose to add them to your car in the dealership if you want to avoid the hassle of
finding an accessory shop and qualified technician for installation. If there is a quality difference
between the aftermarket part and the manufacturer’s part, your research will let you know so you can
pick the option that will prove most reliable.

Know if you can afford it

The most important thing you should consider before adding a car accessory to your car loan is if you
can really afford it. A dealership employee trying to convince you to purchase an add-on to your
vehicle will probably just pose it to you as an additional cost per month with your loan. Before you sign
on the dotted line, Craig Guillot of Interest.com recommends doing the math to figure out the real
cost. You have to consider that the more you add to your loan, the more interest you will owe the
bank by the time your loan is up.

Adding accessories to your car loan can make a lot of sense if it’s a pricey add-on that will significantly
improve the function of your new vehicle. Make sure you look at all the numbers before you make a
decision that could impact your budget for years to come.
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Should You Downsize?
Advantages and disadvantages of moving into a smaller home

According to a Harris Poll survey performed on behalf of Trulia, 64.2 percent of baby boomers —
except those already living in a small home measuring less than 800 square feet — expressed a
desire to move into a smaller home if they decided to move within the next year.  However, is it
financially wise to downsize or better to simply stay in your current house and save money in other
ways? Depending on your circumstances, consider these pros and cons to help you determine which
option is best for you.

Pros of downsizing

Pete Lang, founder and president
of Lang Capital, expresses how a
perspective on housing often
changes when you transition into a
senior life phase. “Typically,” he
says, “the general rule [in
retirement] is not to treat home
ownership as an investment. It's
better viewed as a living expense.”
Allen Katz, president of
Comprehensive Wealth
Management Group, LLC, states
that downsizing can be a positive
route for retirees and can often be
a necessity, as their income may
not be sufficient to cover the costs
of owning a larger home.  

A study from Boston College’s
Center for Retirement Research indicates that if you downsize from a $250,000 home to a $150,000
home, you can pocket an extra $6,250 per year. That annual total savings translates to an extra $520
per month — a significant amount that can greatly curb your living expenses in retirement. 

However, as Abby Hayes, contributor for U.S. News & World Report, advises, it’s important to sit
down and punch the numbers before making the decision to downsize. Calculate your current
homeownership costs and also figure out the total costs for the smaller residence you’re considering.
It’s equally important to also factor in the cost of moving and any realtor fees you’ll have to pay when
selling your home to purchase a more compact one.

Cons of downsizing

One disadvantage of downsizing is that you’ll have less room for visiting friends and family members.
Due to this reason, approximately 49 percent of pre-retirees have chosen against downsizing, and 30
percent of retirees actually opted for purchasing a bigger home, according to a joint survey by Merrill
Lynch and Age Wave. 

Another reason you might not want to downsize is if you currently live in an already low-cost region,
like the Midwest. Since the cost of living is notably affordable in this region, taxes, insurance and
home prices also tend to be more affordable.

Perhaps the biggest caveat to downsizing is that you might lose some of the financial or medical
benefits you’re currently eligible for. If your home-sale profit moves you into a higher financial status
tier, you might be disqualified from receiving the Veteran Affairs benefits you’ve had access to until
now.

You might also have to pay more in taxes if you downsize. As Consumer Reports highlighted, if the
profit from your home exceeds an exclusion of $500,000 and you fall under the couple or unmarried
widower/widow category, the government requires you to pay federal capital gains tax.

There are a lot of factors to consider before downsizing. It really depends on your unique
circumstances and whether or not the total home ownership cost of a smaller house will be less than



that of your current house. If you choose to stay put, however, you might consider saving money in
alternative ways, such as renting out a portion of your home, as Hayes suggests.
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How to Get Your Kids Involved in Cleaning the
House
Make cleaning the house a family affair

Cleaning the house is a necessary endeavor that’s not without its rewards. A clean home means less
germs and clutter, which means less time spent under the weather and fewer occurrences of stepping
on your children’s toys. Unless you have a particular affinity for tidying up, cleaning the household
isn’t the most fun activity — but it can be if you know how to approach it.   

Many hands make light work, which means you can spend less time cleaning by dividing and
conquering tasks as a family. Having your kids help with the chores teaches them discipline and
teaches them the importance of maintaining an organized household. By using these tips and tricks,
you can get your kids on board with the idea of pitching in when it comes time to tidying up.

Set the mood

Nothing gets toes tapping and
muscles moving like music. Create
a soundtrack specifically for
housecleaning that will encourage
your kids to get involved. Fatherly’s
Patrick A. Coleman recommends
trying different kinds of music to
see what works. Some kids might
respond better to contemporary
pop hits than they would children’s
music, and you can always pop on
the music from the movie,
television show or video game that
they are currently interested in.

Temper your expectations

You hold yourself and your spouse
to a certain standard of cleanliness,
but if you want to get your children in on the task at hand you will need to learn to expect from them
only what they are able to do. Patiently teach them how to perform given chores that most closely
match their abilities and skill levels. Younger children shouldn’t be handling cleaning products or
sharp objects, but they’re perfectly capable of putting away toys and folding cloths.

You will also want to be very clear in your instructions to avoid having to explain yourself multiple
times, which can feel to a child like micromanaging and can discourage them from completing their
task. To pull this off, Parents magazine recommends that you specify exactly what you want done.
Rather than tell your child to clean their room, tell them what tasks need to be done to get their room
sufficiently clean. If necessary, providing a simple checklist can help ensure that your expectations are
met.

Practice a tidy philosophy

A great way to get your kids involved in the process of keeping the house clean is by teaching them
the importance of cleaning as they go. While this can include learning where to put their dishes after
dinner or their trash after an afternoon snack, your best bet is to instill in them the importance of
putting away toys before getting out new ones. This enforces the idea of keeping a play area clean
even as it’s being used, which prevents the area surrounding a toy chest from resembling a disaster
area.

Incentivize 

A great way to get your kids involved with cleaning is to provide encouragement for a job well-done.
Whether it’s play time, a special dinner or dessert, a trip to the ice cream shop or even a big hug,
reinforcing your child’s good behavior will help ensure that it becomes less of a struggle over time to
get your children to join in on chores. For older kids, you can implement the same approach by



offering time on electronic devices or allowing them to go out with their friends if they finish their
chores. While you won’t want to rely on this to the extent that your kids will expect something every
time they pitch in, you can use incentives to your advantage to motivate listless little ones.

If you make cleaning a fun and rewarding family activity, your kids will become awesome helpers and
your house will shine in no time.
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Tips for Taking Better Phone Pictures
You don’t need expensive photography equipment to take a great
photo

Smartphones make life more convenient. They help settle arguments with a quick Internet search, let
you hold all of your favorite music in the palm of your hand and give you an instant way to capture
your favorite moments on camera. If you’re relying on your phone’s built-in camera to take important
pictures, there are ways you can make your phone pictures even better.

Catch the light

The perfect photo opportunity can
be ruined with poor lighting. If
you’re taking a photo of someone
and their face is in shadow, ask
them to turn toward the light for a
better photo. Natural light is always
best, so take photos outside when
possible. Cotton Coulson, a
photographer at National
Geographic, points out that direct
sunlight can cause awkward glares
or shadows if you’re not careful —
that’s why slightly overcast skies
creates the best lighting — so step
into the shade if you notice
unsightly shadows.

For indoor photography, ditch the
flash. Adding a flash to your photos
causes awkward glares, washes out your subjects and ruins any potential the lighting may have had.
Taking a photo in a dimly lit room is possible without a flash; you can edit the photo after it’s been
taken. It’s much easier to lighten a picture that’s too dark than it is to darken a washed-out photo.

Find an angle

Photography is an art, so you should put your own personal spin on your pictures. Find unique angles
that may not have been explored before. This may require you to get creative: Lie down on the
ground and take a photo from a lower angle; go a few steps up the staircase and take a photo from
above. There’s no limit to the number of perspectives you can explore.

Be aware

Be conscious of objects in the background. For instance, if you’re taking a photo of your friend outside
and there are trees in the background, you don’t want to take a photo that looks like a tree is growing
out of the top of their head.

Rule of thirds

One important part of any photography class is the rule of thirds: Avoid putting your subject in the
center of the picture. Nikon’s Diane Berkenfeld suggests using gridlines to divide up the frame. In
your settings, find the option that says “grid” and turn it on. Then, open your camera and try to position
your subject near one of the lines on the grid. This will keep your subject slightly off center for a more
visually appealing photo.

Don’t zoom in

Using the digital zoom function on your phone can be detrimental to a great photo. The digital zoom
decreases the quality of a photo, adding a grainy texture to the image. Instead, Cotton Coulson
recommends moving closer to the subject before taking your photo. If you can’t get any closer, go
ahead and take a regular photo and crop it instead.

Self-edit



Don’t be afraid to edit your photos after you take them. You don’t have to be an expert with photo
editing software to put extra touches on the images. There are countless apps available to help you
edit. Start by cropping the photo and adjusting the brightness, contrast and any other settings that
need some tweaking. From there you can begin to play with color, increasing or decreasing saturation
or adding filters to enhance the image.

You don’t have to be a professional photographer to take a great photo. With smartphone cameras
getting better and better, everyone has the chance to document their experiences on the go. Next
time a photo-worthy moment arises, you’ll be ready to capture the moment with these tips.
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Transform your sunny backyard into a shaded haven
Simple ways to give more shade to your outdoor living space

Warmer temperatures inspire more time spent outside in your backyard. Make sure this area of your
residence is soothing and shaded to help you and your guests stay cool this season.

Umbrella

One of the most cost-effective
ways to add shade to your
backyard is to invest in a
weather-resistant outdoor umbrella,
as recommended by This Old
House contributor Elizabeth Lilly. If
you have a dining table on a deck
or patio in your backyard, pick one
that’s the width of the table plus an
extra two feet per side, as
professional landscaper John
D’Urso advised in a Houzz.com
article. An umbrella composed of
Sunbrella fabric will deliver the best
durability to the elements,
according to D’Urso.

Besides table umbrellas,
free-standing umbrellas are
another route to pursue, especially if your goal is to shade a non-dining area.

Pergola

If you have a stone, brick or wood patio, constructing a pergola will provide partial shade. Per
DoItYourself.com contributor Sarah Stapley, the wood lattice roof of the shelter is fairly simple to
build. Make sure to cement the main posts in the ground to ensure the structure holds up to severe
weather.

For a denser covering, train a climbing vine to grow over the sides and roof of the pergola. Lisa Hallett
Taylor, contributor with The Spruce, suggests using wisteria, clematis, climbing roses, bougainvillea,
trumpet vine or Cape honeysuckle.

Shade sail 

If you prefer a more contemporary style of covering, This Old House contributor Kevin O’Connor
recommends shade sails, a current trend. These angular pieces of fabric are usually suspended from
rope or chains and fastened to steel poles via lag screws and carriage bolts. The poles are then
anchored into the ground. Heavy-duty fabric such as Sunblock Shade Cloth will help block UV rays
while increasing the sail’s durability in a variety of weather conditions. Place the shade sail over a
patio or deck, or in another region of your backyard that gets a lot of sunlight.

Add fast-growing plants

Another simple solution to impart more shade is to plant fast-growing shrubs and/or trees.  Stapley
recommends cottonwood, red maple and Dawn redwood for trees. As bushes, Monrovia.com
contributor Kate Karam recommends hydrangea, neon flash spirea and grace smoke tree. Check
which growing zone your address is located in when deciding which plants to invest in, since the
suggested ones may not be suited to your particular zone.

DIY projects

If you have a pergola, tie a white bedsheet to the top of it, as depicted on the DIY Network. You can
also build your own simple shade, using eight-foot bamboo poles, PVC pipe, cement-filled planters
and three yards of outdoor fabric, as illustrated on Allyou.com. The website provides a full list of
needed materials as well as step-by-step instructions. 



Add furniture and accessories 

Once you’ve implemented one of these methods and planted some shade-imparting greenery to your
backyard, it’s time to add furniture and accessories. Add some wicker chaise lounge chairs or a couple
of smaller cushioned chairs to your sheltered retreat. You can also select a wicker sectional couch
with terracotta orange-hued cushions and paisley accent pillows, with a wicker coffee table, as
depicted on HomeDepot.com. Besides seating areas, small details like adding a plug-in table-top
waterfall or a bird bath fountain kit like the ones available on TheBirdHousechick.com.

Implement any of these suggestions to enhance the shade of your backyard so you can get the most
pleasure from your property.
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Tips for Buying the Best Grill
Once you determine your needs, finding the perfect grill is easy

Few activities embody the spirit of the summer better than grilling on a warm day. It’s difficult to match
the taste of steak, ribs or other barbecue staples when they’ve been prepared by a master griller. Of
course, an expert chef is nothing without their weapon (or rather, grill) of choice. If you’re in the
market for a new grill, here are some useful tips that will help you find the best one for your needs.

Determine the type of grill you
want

One of the most important things to
consider when searching for your
ideal grill is the type you would like
to use. There are several different
was to grill and the flavor of the
food you prepare can be drastically
altered by the kind of grill you use.
One of the most common types of
grills is a gas option, which often
utilizes propane for fuel. For a
smokier flavor, opt for a charcoal
grill. Even more traditional than
charcoal is a pellet grill, which
derives its fuel from burning wood
pellets. On the other hand, many
apartment-dwellers choose the
convenience of an electric grill.

Sort through grill sizes

Size is another factor to consider when selecting a grill. A small grill is inexpensive and will suit your
needs if you don’t grill very often. If you’re planning on grilling regularly and in bigger quantities, you’ll
likely need a larger, high-end grill. Many of these larger grills have plenty of space where you can store
your supplies like trays, brushes, skewers and various spices. Do be prepared for a bigger financial
investment, though, as many of these more upscale grills can cost thousands of dollars.

Look for universal grilling features

Despite the many sizes of grills available, there are a set of universal features than any good grill
should come with. If a grill you are considering lacks any of these features, it might be time to consider
a newer model. Charcoal grills should all have a sturdy bottom grate for holding charcoal as well as a
tight-fitting lid. Gas grills should provide a safe and roomy space where fuel can be stored along with
an intuitive system of knobs and buttons to activate the grilling process. All grills, no matter which type
you buy, should provide you with a way to quickly and efficiently clean them. After all, nobody wants
old food residue sticking to their grill.

Find a grill that complements your reason for grilling

One final factor that will help determine what grill is best for you is understanding your reason for
grilling. Depending on what motivates you, the type of grill you choose can certainly change. If you are
planning to prepare food for just your family, a small, stationary grill will likely do. If multiple summer
parties are in your future, it may be best to go with an aesthetically pleasing, larger grill. Some grills
come with brushed aluminum, stainless steel or cast iron exteriors, so you can choose what works
best with your outdoor look. If you have any road trips planned, it might be best to choose a portable
grill. These can come in various sizes and varieties similar to larger grills, so you’ll simply have to find
the one that matches your taste and needs.

Once you purchase the perfect grill, you can embark on your journey to become a grilling master.
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