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7 Best “Best Picture” Winners from Oscars Past
These 7 Oscar-winning films are some of the best

To get you ready for the upcoming 89th Academy Awards ceremony, we’ve put together this list of
some of the greatest Best Picture Oscar winners to ever exist.

“Gone with the Wind” (G)

This 1939 classic is one of the
longest films on the list, reaching
up to about four hours of total
screen time. With multiple
intermissions and an impressive
musical score, this historical
romance features Clark Gable and
Vivien Leigh falling in love during
the American Civil War. It is a true
classic in the history of film and
features the memorable line,
“Frankly, my dear, I don’t give a
damn.”

“My Fair Lady” (PG)

Based on the stage play,
Pygmalion, the film “My Fair Lady”
was one of Audrey Hepburn’s most
memorable roles, aside from her work in “Breakfast at Tiffany’s.” In this 1964 Oscar winner, Professor
Henry Higgins (Rex Harrison) attempts to turn Eliza Doolittle (Hepburn) into a true lady with comical
and emotional tribulations along the way.

“The Godfather” (R)

If you’ve seen the 1998 romantic comedy, “You’ve Got Mail,” then you know that “’The Godfather’ is
the I Ching. ‘The Godfather’ is the sum of all wisdom.” The 1972 American crime drama was the first
of an outstanding trilogy based on the lives of the fictional Corleone family. The brief look into the
mobster lifestyle was unlike anything the movie business had seen and it definitely made a name for
itself.

“Rain Man” (R)

This 1988 film starring Tom Cruise and Dustin Hoffman portrays the story of a selfish car dealer,
Charlie (Cruise), who learns that his father has died and left his $3 million estate to an unnamed
trustee (Hoffman). Through some sleuthing skills, Charlie learns that the unnamed person is his
autistic older brother, Raymond, whom he never knew about. In an emotional, dramatic series of
events, Charlie and Raymond go on a cross-country road trip and end up learning a lot about each
other.

“Forrest Gump” (PG-13)

Tom Hanks won an Oscar for Best Actor in this 1994 film portraying a lovably slow-witted man,
recounting amazing stories from his life, all while waiting for a bus. Forrest Gump tells multiple
strangers about his accounts of some of the most defining moments of modern history, including the
Vietnam War, the assassination of John Lennon and witnessing the Watergate break-in. The film won
six Academy Awards in total and instantly became an American classic film.

“Titanic” (PG-13)

This 1997 film is a fictional account based on the actual event of the sinking of the RMS Titanic, as it
made its way across the Atlantic from England to the United States. Kate Winslet and Leonardo
DiCaprio portray star-crossed lovers from opposite worlds that are determined to make it through the
tragedy together. Along with Best Picture, the iconic film won 10 additional Oscars including Best
Director, Best Original Song and many others.







The most recent winner of the
honorary “Best Picture” award is
the 2015 drama, “Spotlight.” The
film features a star-studded cast
that portrays The Boston Globe’s
“Spotlight” team of investigative
journalists while they attempt to
uncover a controversial epidemic of
child sex abuse in the Boston area
Catholic churches. The emotional
film hit on a tough subject and also
earned “Best Original Screenplay”
at the 2015 Academy Awards.

If you haven’t already, be sure to
check out these classic films to
prepare for what is sure to be an
outstanding Academy Award
ceremony in February.
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Simple Ways to Walk 10,000 Steps a Day
How to ensure that you are meeting your fitness goals on a daily
basis

With the increasing popularity of health and fitness tracking devices, Americans are becoming more
entuned to the idea of walking 10,000 steps every day. Both the American Heart Association and
Centers for Disease Control endorse the goal as a means to help individuals stay fit, but the number
of steps itself might seem insurmountable to someone who is tethered to sedentary obligations for
much of the day.

Walking 10,000 steps every day might actually be simpler than it seems, however. It may merely take
a steady and consistent approach, requisite motivation and a few simple tricks.

Force yourself to walk where
you otherwise would not

Since a 10,000-step total is not a
small distance to cover, it is
perhaps not the wisest or most
practical approach to attempt to
achieve it all at once. As such, U.S.
News & World Report recommends
a number of methods that one can
undertake throughout the course of
a day to achieve the 10,000-step
goal.

If you drive to work on a daily basis
and find yourself hunting for the
spot closest to the building, instead
give yourself an extra five minutes,
park in a spot further away, and
take more time walking to the
office. Once you are in the building,
take the stairs instead of the elevator, and be sure that you take a five-minute break to walk a little
ways every hour if possible.

If you are in a supervisorial role, consider bringing your team along for walking meetings. When it
comes time for your lunch break, pack a small and portable meal and spend the hour walking.

When you get home, take your dog for a walk instead of letting him out in the yard. When doing
household tasks like washing dishes or preparing dinner, consider walking in place or pacing while
doing so. After you have eaten dinner, consider going for an evening stroll, and walk the length of your
home while brushing your teeth before bed.

Motivate yourself properly

There may be no better way to pad your daily step number than by breaking that number down into
more digestible bites. Sparkpeople.com recommends attempting to parse out steps into thirds –
walking in the morning, day and evening – or trying to work in 1,000 steps every hour during the work
day.

Bringing a friend in on the charge of walking 10,000 steps is also effective at amplifying motivation,
creating a naturally nurturing environment that allows for mutual encouragement. If you and your
partner like to catch up with one another after work, consider doing it on a 15 – 20 minute walk
around the neighborhood when weather permits.

Ultimately, it is important to remember that walking 10,000 steps a day is only part of the larger picture
of health. To ensure the effectiveness of this practice, couple it with regular exercise and healthy
eating.
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How to Build a Capsule Wardrobe
How to cut your wardrobe down to a few essential items

If you are fortunate enough to be able to fill your closet with new clothes at regular intervals, you may
run into the trouble of overabundance. If your closet is brimming with clothes that you no longer wear
or might be saving for another season, consider trimming down and taking the capsule wardrobe
approach.

What is a capsule wardrobe?

As the name might immediately
suggest, a capsule wardrobe is
merely a truncated closet
consisting of a limited number of
items that is rotated on a quarterly
basis. According to
MarthaStewart.com, the terms
comes from London boutique
owner Susie Faux, who held the
belief that a wardrobe could be
effective with only a few articles of
clothing that could be
supplemented based on seasonal
need. The number of items in a
capsule closet tends to fall
between 30 and 35, but Today.com
notes that it can go as high as 40 if
you are having trouble trimming
down. These articles are typically
rotated every three months, allowing you to alter your capsule wardrobe to match the season.

Consider your body shape

In order for a wardrobe to be completely effective and viable, it should complement your body type.
ColleenHammond.com notes that there are five different body types—pear, apple, rectangle, inverted
triangle and hourglass—that are all accentuated by particular clothing types and combinations. To
figure out your body type, you will want to consider your measurements, height, silhouette, current
weight and whether you intend to lose weight over a period of time.

Coordinate your colors

XOJane.com points out that a good capsule wardrobe will incorporate a color palette that allows
different articles to be matched interchangeably without clashing. To do this, start with a
monochromatic or neutral base and build upon it in accordance with favored items, season or
complexion. If there are a couple of articles of clothing that you must have in your spring rotation,
establish those as the basis of your palette and work to complement them.

Find a balance

Because a capsule wardrobe seeks to set a hard limit for items in your closet, it is imperative to create
a balance in the number of tops, bottoms, jackets, dresses and shoes in your arsenal. As
MarthaStewart.com points out, a capsule wardrobe does not consist of gym clothing, formal attire,
sleepwear, bathing suits or other accessories, so you will not need to crunch those into your capsule.

To harmonize your selections, it is recommended that you begin building with a few essential items,
such as a little black dress or a comfortable pair of jeans.

Cut your losses…or don’t

MarthaStewart.com suggests breaking your wardrobe down into four piles: items you intend to keep,
items you are on the fence about, items that are damaged or outdated and can be recycled and items
that can be donated or sold. Ultimately, the objective should be to simplify your wardrobe down to
essential items and potentially make room for future additions, but if there are items you could see







essential items and potentially make room for future additions, but if there are items you could see
yourself wearing in a later season or perhaps even in another year, do not be afraid to store it in a
vacuum-sealed bag or plastic tub in your basement until you build your next seasonal capsule.

If your closet is getting tight and your patience is running thin, consider the capsule wardrobe
approach. With this approach, simplicity can breed creativity, not to mention plenty of free space you
may have forgotten you had.
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Visit Mackinac Island, Michigan
Bike away your worries on the scenic Mackinac Island

The temperatures may be low right now, but one way to warm yourself up this winter is by planning
the trips you will take once spring and summer arrive. One resort area worth exploring is Mackinac
Island, a small tourist attraction located on Michigan’s Lake Huron. Famous for its rich history and ban
on almost all motor vehicles, this tiny yet charming island has much to offer.

What to do

Automobiles have been banned in
Mackinac Island since the late
1800s, so most people choose to
see the sights from the seat of their
rental bicycles. The island only has
eight miles of perimeter, which can
be covered in about an hour on
bicycle—however, make sure you
allow extra time to stop and
appreciate the views of the
Mackinac Bridge and Arch Rock.

Mackinac’s rich history is on
display all over the island, but
nowhere more prominently than at
Fort Mackinac. Built as a British
military outpost during the
Revolutionary War, and later used
by American forces during the War
of 1812, today the well-preserved fort is a living museum sure to delight visitors of all ages. Children,
though, will probably be especially fond of the cannon and rifle firing demonstrations given throughout
the day by costumed soldiers.

One of the island’s quirkier offerings is the Original Mackinac Island Butterfly House & Insect World,
one of the oldest exhibits of its kind in the United States. The world-renowned butterfly house includes
1,800 square feet of tropical garden filled with hundreds of live butterflies from four different
continents. The Insect World attraction, added in 2006, expands the museum to include walls of
insect displays and too many species of beetles to count.  

Where to stay

When it comes to booking your stay on the island, one hotel stands head and shoulders above the
rest. The iconic Grand Hotel, which dates back to the year 1887, offers all of the old world charm that
one expects when visiting the island. The hotel overlooks the Straits of Mackinac, and offers elegant,
individually styled rooms complete with modern amenities, such as free Wi-Fi. Even if you are not
staying at the Grand Hotel, you should consider attending the hotel’s famous afternoon tea from 3:30
to 5 p.m., which features fresh pastries, champagne and sherry, finger sandwiches and a glass of Earl
Grey. Learn more about the Grand Hotel or reserve your room at http://grandhotel.com/.

Another popular hotel is the Mission Point Resort, conveniently located just 10 minutes from the Star
Line Ferry dock. A more casual, family-friendly lodging option, Mission Point’s comfortable and
traditional rooms offer views of the surrounding lake or woods. The resort’s 18-hole putting course
and delicious Bistro on the Greens are also perfect for a little afternoon relaxation and light lunch. Plan
your stay at http://missionpoint.com/.

Where to eat

The historic nature of Mackinac Island extends all the way to its restaurants, most of which are located
downtown. One such eatery is the Yankee Rebel Inn, named after War of 1812 veteran Ambrose
Davenport, which serves up American culinary classics in a rustic, colonial setting.

You can find even more Mackinac charm (and delicious food) at the Seabiscuit Café, a horse-themed







spot located in what was once an 1800s bank building. With tasty themed menu items like the Derby
Burger and Triple Crown, this is the perfect spot to get lunch or dinner after taking a carriage ride
around the island.

It would be criminal to leave Mackinac Island without first visiting one of the island’s famous fudge
shops. Though there are many to choose from, the best may very well be JoAnn’s Fudge, which was
ranked the best fudge shop in all of America by “The Daily Meal.”

From afternoon tea at the Grand Hotel to a bite of fudge at JoAnn’s, there will be plenty to do during
your spring or summer retreat to Mackinac Island.
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We have an amazing special for the New Year!

We currently have a CD special of 1.50% APY for a 25 month certificate and 1.77% APY for a 37
month certificate. In order to take advantage of this special rate you need to deposit a minimum of
$1,000 in your CD, and you cannot deposit more than $50,000 of funds that are currently on deposit at
IH Credit Union.

If you want to start the new year off right by making your money work for you, stop in one of our
locations today. This special is good now through February 28, 2017, so don't delay.

We would love to help you reach your 2017 financial goals! 
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How Do Loan Terms Impact Your Interest Rate?
Find the best deal by considering how the length of a loan impacts
interest

Taking out a loan for a car or a home is a big process that involves many important choices. Although
you can’t simply choose whatever interest you prefer—after all, everyone would just choose 0
percent—you can still choose the term, or length, of your loan, which can have a big impact on the
interest rate.

“In general, the longer your loan
term, the more interest you will
pay,” states the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau
website consumerfinance.gov.
“Loans with shorter terms usually
have lower interest costs but
higher monthly payments than
loans with longer terms.”

Because of the reduced interest,
shorter-term loans will typically
save you money overall. This is
due to the fact that a reduced
repayment period means that you
are paying interest for a shorter
amount of time. Second, the
interest payments that you do
make will typically be at a lower
interest rate than those offered by
long-term loans.

While this may be the general trend, the size of the effect depends on the specifics of each loan. For
example, a homebuyer on a tight budget who is comparing a specific long-term and short-term loan
might find that the lower interest rate offered by the short-term loan does not result in sufficient
savings over the lifetime of the loan to incentivize managing the higher monthly payments.

Kiplinger Senior Editor Anne Kates Smith explored the impact that a higher monthly payment would
have on a mortgage holder’s finances if the person chose a 15-year home loan over a 30-year home
loan.

“You can save a lot of interest by choosing a 15-year loan over a 30-year—about $63,000 after taxes
on a $200,000 loan for someone in the 28 percent tax bracket,” she states. “But ask yourself whether
you can really afford the higher monthly payment—in this case, $1,420 versus $955.”

The difference between those two monthly payments is dramatic, and choosing the higher payment
can result in a serious downgrade in living standards for people on a tight budget. People in this
situation would have to look at all of their monthly expenses to see what they would need to sacrifice
to come up with the extra money, in order to gain a clearer picture of feasibility.

Even if you aren’t on a tight budget and could still afford to maintain your normal routine while making
the larger monthly payment, such as eating out twice a month and paying your children’s sports team
dues, that money might be better spent elsewhere.

“Have you maxed out your 401(k) and built up an emergency fund? Paid off credit cards? Funded
insurance policies and, if you desire, college savings?” asks Smith. “If you haven’t, choose the
30-year loan.”

Furthermore, if you have done all those things, you might still be better off choosing a 30-year loan so
that you have more money each month to put into an investment account. Having a conversation with
your financial institution can help you determine what interest rates you qualify for with different loan
terms. Then you can work together to compare how much interest you could potentially save with a
shorter loan vs. how much you could save in an investment account over the same time period. With







shorter loan vs. how much you could save in an investment account over the same time period. With
those calculations complete, you can feel confident in the loan term you choose.
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Understanding Health Insurance Premiums
The basics of understanding the cost for a health insurance plan

Although the Affordable Care Act (ACA) has helped many Americans get health insurance, the
majority of working Americans must still pay for their health insurance. The payment for a policy is
known as a premium and varies based on the plan.

Why insurance companies collect a premium

“The insurance premium is
considered income by the
insurance company once it is
earned, and also represents a
liability in that the insurer must
provide coverage for claims being
made against the policy,” reports
an article on Investopedia.

In fact, premiums are used by
insurance companies not only to
cover the policy they underwrite
that they are responsible for
paying, but also to invest in
creating higher returns, and thus
more liquidity. The amount they
can invest is set by state insurance
regulators, and by doing this the
regulators ensure the insurance
companies have enough liquidity to
cover the claims costs of their
policyholders.

Rising costs of premiums

Premiums are determined by the insurance company based on factors like coverage type, where the
insured person lives or works (if the insurance is purchased through an employer), how likely a claim
is to be made based on the person’s or business’s behavior, and the competition of other insurers in
the area, explains Investopedia. In general, the greater the risk associated with the individual and/or
business, the higher the premium.

According to a November 2016 article in Forbes by contributor Jack Fehr, premiums can actually be
your lower out-of-pocket cost, with deductibles, copayments and co-insurance often costing more
overall. And in most policies, the lower your premium, the higher your deductible.

Often, policyholders are given several options for premium payment to the insurance company. The
premium can be paid in monthly or semiannual installments, or the insurance company may require it
to be paid in full before the coverage starts, reports Investopedia.

Additionally, premiums can change after the policy period ends, if claims have been made by the
insured, if there’s an increase in risk for a particular type of insurance policy or even if the cost to the
insurance company for providing coverage increases.

According to a September 2016 article in Forbes by Chris Conover, research scholar of the Center for
Health Policy and Inequalities Research at Duke University, under the ACA, the rate of rising health
insurance premiums for workers is growing faster than the nation’s rise in wages. Additionally, the
premiums of family insurance plans are rising faster than those of single plans. 
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What to Know About Winterizing Your Home
How you can maximize value on your home quickly and simply this
season

The temperature is dropping and your energy bill is rising, but where does that leave your home’s
value? With some quick and easy winterization tips for today, you can retain or even add value to your
home in the long run.

What to know about the value of your home

With a professional inspection, an energy audit (check with your utility provider to see whether one
can be done at no charge), regular maintenance, and some simple adjustments and improvements,
you will be sitting pretty knowing your home is maximizing its value throughout this winter season. An
inspector can discover hidden problems that could negatively impact your home’s value (and cause
energy costs to soar) or lead to a big surprise bill down the road if left undiscovered now. Similarly,
staying on top of regular maintenance today eliminates many issues down the road should you decide
to sell. More importantly, you can maximize your home’s value by maximizing the energy efficiency of
your home.

“An energy-efficient home will save you money now, which can be applied to other updates, and is a
more valuable and marketable asset in the long run,” write the professionals from HGTV on the
network website.

How to save energy by winterizing 

Making your home more energy
efficient this season can be quite
simple. Here are a few quick tips for
winterizing your home:

Caulk around windows. Little
gaps between your window and
door frames and the walls let cold
air in and allow warm air to escape.
Even if you’ve caulked before, the
caulk will deteriorate over time,
leaving costly holes for escaping
air. It costs a lot of money to heat
the outdoors.

Replace weather stripping. “If
you can see light around the edges
of your doors, you need new
weather stripping,” says personal
finance writer Teresa Mears in U.S.
News & World Report.

The biggest culprit is between the bottom of your door and the floor. Dodge the draft by replacing
weather strips or investing in a handy “draft snake.” Another option for both of the above is to install
storm doors or windows.

Improve insulation. Like caulk, insulation deteriorates over time, so you will want to double-check
yours every year.

“An insulated home loses a quarter of its heat through the roof, according to Energy Savers,” writes
Vivian Giang of Business Insider.

In addition to adding insulation to your attic, you may want to do the same in any crawl spaces you
have, and create a false ceiling in an unfinished basement by insulating between that ceiling and the
living area.

Install a programmable thermostat. These can be quite sophisticated, but even a simple one that
you can purchase for $25 at your local hardware store will get the job done. You can program the







you can purchase for $25 at your local hardware store will get the job done. You can program the
thermostat to run 15 degrees or so lower while you are out of the house, and have it raise the temp
again for when you return.

Lower your water heater temperature. Water heaters are typically set at 140 degrees by default, but
120 is the temperature recommended by the Consumer Product Safety Commission, Mears says. By
lowering it 20 degrees, you will feel no real difference but end up saving about 10 percent on your
energy bill annually, along with permitting your water heater to work a bit easier.

It’s possible you have already gotten a head start on some of these tips before the first real cold spell
of the winter season, but even if you haven’t, it’s never too late to begin saving money while retaining
or adding value to your home.
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Understanding Mutual Funds
The basic structure and types of mutual funds

Mutual funds have become one of the most popular forms of investing. If you are considering
beginning to invest for the first time or are looking for a new type of investment to expand and diversify
your portfolio, consider the following information about mutual funds to determine whether they are
right for you.

Mutual funds are structured to help
people invest without needing to
become experts in the current state
of all available stocks and bonds. A
mutual fund takes on that
responsibility by researching the
market, packaging together a
collection of stocks and bonds, and
then finding people who want to
invest in that collection. These
people each own a portion of the
holdings in the fund, otherwise
known as shares.

The money you make from a
mutual fund can be paid out as a
distribution made up of the
dividends earned on stocks and
interest from bonds. You may also
receive a distribution if the fund
sells securities for a profit, which is
known as a capital gain, although some funds treat capital gains differently.

“If fund holdings increase in price but are not sold by the fund manager, the fund’s shares increase in
price,” the Investopedia staff writes. “You can then sell your mutual fund shares for a profit.”

When it is time for you to receive a distribution, you can typically choose to receive a check or let the
fund keep your money and reinvest it into more shares, giving you a larger holding and a bigger
percentage of future earnings. This flexibility is one of the main advantages of mutual funds. Not only
do they offer you the ability to convert your shares into cash at any time, just like individual stocks, but
also spread out your risk over many individual investments to offer better protection if one stock incurs
a major loss.

There are several types of mutual funds, including bond funds, which are debt issued by companies or
governments. There are also general equity funds, or stocks, which provide shareholders with partial
ownership in corporations and reward them as the value of that company increases over time. If a fund
consists of a mix of stocks and bonds, it is referred to as a balanced fund.

Specialty funds include those that invest only in a specific sector of the economy (sector funds) or in
companies from one geographic area (regional funds). Specialty funds are considered riskier than
bond, equity or balanced funds. Increased risk is also associated with global and international funds,
which invest in companies outside the U.S.

“In general, international funds are much more volatile than domestic funds,” states Bill Barker, CFA, a
portfolio manager at Motley Fool Asset Management. “International funds generally invest only in
foreign companies, while global funds may invest in some U.S.-based companies in addition to
foreign companies.”

Lastly, index funds own full participation in a broad market index, such as Standard & Poor’s 500
Composite Stock Price Index (S&P 500) or the Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA), rather than
picking and choosing portions of the market to seek to outdo the average performance. Very often,
index funds are the top recommendation that financial advisers have for new investors.

“Every time I update a new edition, typically every four years, I get the same results: A low-cost index







outperforms two-thirds or more of active managers over time,” states Burton Malkiel, emeritus
professor of economics at Princeton University and author of “A Random Walk Down Wall Street,”
now in its 11th edition, during an interview with Kiplinger.

Many investors choose to start with the solid foundation of an index fund and then purchase a few
smaller investments, such as stocks, for the potential to earn a little more reward for a little more risk.
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Is It Still Important to Know How to Balance a
Checkbook?
Even in the digital age, knowing how to balance your checkbook is
still relevant

People used to learn to balance a checkbook with a registrar log of all their daily transactions to better
keep track of their money. The digital age, and the immediate access we now have to our bank
accounts online, has made this skill less necessary. Yet it’s still important for several reasons.

To start, it’s still a tried-and-true
method for verifying your financial
institution’s statements, reports an
October 2016 article on financial
resource website The Balance by
contributor Deborah Fowles.
Although it’s rare, financial
institutions can still make mistakes;
they typically allow a maximum of
60 days to inform them of an error,
so it’s important to stay up to date
on your transactions.

Keeping a written record of all your
daily transactions, as with
balancing your checkbook, is also a
helpful way to ensure you don’t
overdraw on your account’s funds,
reports an article in Investopedia by
contributor Amy Fontinelle.

“In the age of electronic banking, checkbook balancing is not as straightforward as it once was - most
people have money entering and leaving their accounts through methods other than writing and
depositing traditional paper checks, such as direct deposits from an employer and ACH transfers to
pay your bills online,” says Fontinelle. Keeping a written log will ensure you don’t forget about any
transactions that haven’t yet posted to the account.

An example, adds Fontinelle, is a check you’ve written and sent to someone for his or her birthday.
Sometimes, people hold on to checks for a while before depositing them, and if you’ve forgotten about
the check you’ve written, you may not have sufficient funds in your account when the check is finally
processed. Not only will you incur an overdraft fee from your financial institution, but the person
depositing the check could also incur a fee, and may ask you to pay it.

“Because we have the electronic means, we don’t feel compelled to balance our checkbook. But by
not looking at what you’re doing on a monthly basis, you’re not keeping good track of what’s going on
with your finances,” says owner of Boucher Financial Planning Services Frank Boucher in a January
2013 article on Bankrate.com. And if you’re not keeping track of your finances, you’re bound to
overspend and will end up paying fees you could have avoided. 

There have also been cases when a financial institution has moved extra money into an individual’s
account, reports Fontinelle. Although it is the financial institution’s error, you will be billed a theft fee if
you spend this money and can’t maintain funds to cover the extra money. It’s important to monitor
your balance so you can notify the institution immediately if such an error occurs.

According to a January 2013 article on Bankrate.com by contributor Marcie Geffner, reconciling or
comparing your written checkbook registrar to the financial institution’s monthly statement is also a
good way to detect fraud or unauthorized transactions made to your account. In addition, having a
written record of your daily transactions can help protect you from identity theft, especially in an age
rife with cybercriminals.
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Holiday Closings

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Monday, January 16th

President's Day

Monday, February 20th 
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Vehicle Details: Top Vehicles That Are Affordable
and Cool
A cool ride doesn’t need to break the bank

There are so many choices if you’re looking for a new vehicle that it can be difficult to know where to
start. But if your priorities are on coolness and affordability, here are some great options.

Kia Soul — The Soul is frequently awarded for its value and coolness, and the new 2017 model starts
at an MSRP of $15,990 while delivering the same charm that has won over many buyers. The Soul
continues to find ways to improve, with the newest model adding a turbocharged 1.6-liter four-cylinder
engine that produces 201 hp and 195 lb/ft of torque through a seven-speed dual clutch transmission,
and estimated fuel ratings up to 26 mpg city and 31 mpg highway. The Soul is easily spotted in a
crowd thanks to its unique design, and some of its impressive features include the UVO infotainment
system with eight-inch touchscreen display, navigation, and Apple CarPlay or Android Auto
connectivity. You can also add a Harman Kardon audio system, ventilated front seats, heated rear
seats, a heated steering wheel, and plenty of advanced safety features like the Blind Spot Detection
System, Lane Departure Warning System, Forward Collision Warning System and Rear-Cross Traffic
Alert. 

Consumer Guide summarizes it nicely: “The competitively priced Soul is a very compelling mix of
personality and practicality.”

Honda Fit — Named to Kelley
Blue Book’s KBB.com’s “10
Coolest Cars Under $18,000,” and
currently ranked as the No. 1
subcompact and hatchback by U.S.
News & World Report, the Fit has
plenty to love. All Fit models have a
130 hp 1.5-liter four-cylinder engine
that gets up to 37 mpg highway,
but the versatility of the Fit is
arguably its biggest strength. A
maximum cargo capacity of 52.7
cubic feet is more expected from a
small SUV, and clever features like
the second row Magic Seat allow
buyers to haul larger items. There
are also plenty of standard features
including Bluetooth wireless
connectivity, a multi-angle rearview
camera and a five-inch color LCD
touchscreen.

Edmunds adds, “If there’s one thing this Honda is known for, after all, it’s the incredible amount of
stuff you can fit inside its pint-sized hatchback body. Today’s Fit also has more rear legroom than
ever, and it’s got a respectable roster of standard and optional technology too.”

Chevrolet Sonic — Also named to Kelley Blue Book’s KBB.com’s “10 Coolest Cars Under $18,000,”
the 2017 Sonic is an affordable compact that offers excellent value (a starting MSRP of $15,145), two
engines (a 1.8-liter four-cylinder and a turbocharged 1.4-liter four-cylinder) and plenty of technology,
including a new Chevrolet MyLink infotainment system bundled with Apple CarPlay and Android Auto
compatibility as well as OnStar 4G LTE with Wi-Fi hotspot. Safety is provided by 10 standard airbags
and you can also add Lane Departure Warning, Forward Collision Warning and the new Rear Park
Assist.

Autotrader says, “If you’re in the market for an affordable pint-sized champ that won’t make you feel
second class for driving it, the Chevrolet Sonic may have your number.”

Other vehicles to consider include the Toyota Yaris iA, Honda Civic, MAZDA3 sedan and hatchback,







Nissan Versa Note, Hyundai Elantra and Kia Rio.
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