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Get paid up to 2.75% APY on your balance with
Kasasa free checking!

Kasasa Cash earns you a higher rate on your money for doing things that you would do anyway. You
will earn up to 2.75% APY on account balances up to $10,000. Another great new checking option, is
our Kasasa Cash Back account. With this account you will receive 3.50% back on check card
purchases, and you can earn up to $7 cash back per month. Our third new checking option is called
Kasasa Tunes. A Kasasa Tunes account allows you to earn up to $7 in refunds for iTunes®,
Amazon.com®, or Google Play™ purchases each month.

All of three of these accounts offer fee refunds of up to $20 per month on ATM's nationwide. There
are no monthly service fees, and you have unlimited check writing. All you have to do to earn rewards
with all three types of account is meet 3 simple qualifications:

Have at least 12 check card purchases post and settle
Be enrolled in and agree to receive eStatements
Be enrolled in and log into online banking

If you don’t meet your qualifications, don’t worry.

You still have a free account. Plus, you can get right back to earning your cash rewards the very next
cycle. Click here to  learn more about Kasasa accounts today!
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Tips for Getting Your First Mortgage
What to know when buying your first home

So you think you’re ready to take the plunge and purchase your first house. Congrats!
Homeownership is a big, exciting step — but getting your first mortgage can be quite complex,
involving many steps. That’s why it’s important to prepare as best you can before shelling out the
down payment.

Taking the right steps to start with make it far less complicated down the road. Before signing on the
dotted line for your mortgage, take these steps to ensure that the process goes smoothly and
efficiently.

Get a copy of your credit report - You can retrieve a free credit report from each of the three
credit bureaus at AnnualCreditReport.com.

“In addition, the standards
are higher in terms of what
score you need and how it
affects the cost of the loan,”
said Mike Winesburg, a
former mortgage planner
with McKinley Carter Wealth
Services in Wheeling, West
Virginia. While it’s beneficial
to pay everything on time,
that doesn’t always mean
your credit score is where it
should be. The lower your
utilization rate (your
available credit limit) the
higher your score will be —
and in order to obtain a
mortgage, you’ll want to
have a lot of credit available,
with less than a third of it in
use.

Get preapproved - Ensuring that you’re preapproved for a loan makes the home-buying
process a lot easier on you.

“The first-time homebuyer needs to be very savvy and have an upfront preapproval letter that
will help give the seller confidence that [the buyer] can close the loan and obtain the funds,”
explained David Norris, president and COO at nonbank mortgage lender LoanDepot.com. So
before you even begin your search, make the process of getting preapproved mandatory. And
along with that, be patient.

“[Buying a home] is really like finding a job — it’s going to take a lot of time to prepare,” said
Cara Pierce, a certified housing counselor with ClearPoint Credit Counseling Solutions. “That
way, when the deal comes along, you’re ready to pounce on it.”

Track your spending - “If I were a first-time homebuyer and I wanted to do everything right, I
would probably try to track my spending for a couple of months to see where my money was
going,” said Winesburg. Even if you aren’t in debt and you pay your bills on time, it’s important
to evaluate how you spend your money. So, for example, are you able to sock away extra
funds at the end of each month or do you typically live paycheck to paycheck? When you’re
pursuing your first mortgage, it’s important to have a good idea of what’s coming in and what’s
still owed.

Get rid of debt - It sounds simple, but it makes a big difference. Not only does being debt free
make it more likely you’ll get preapproved for a decent loan, but paying your mortgage each







month is much easier if you aren’t still paying off debt. It’s also not wise to be purchasing
expensive items around the same time as buying a home — for example, a car.

“It would be much easier to own a home if you can show a history of saving and not have
gotten yourself into too much debt,” Norris added.

Organize documents in advance - Paperwork isn’t the most exciting thing in the world, but
lenders do typically require an array of documentation when issuing a mortgage — things like
your W-2s, bank statements and tax returns. Gathering these items ahead of time can ensure
that nothing gets delayed and you can move on to owning your home as quickly as possible.

“You need to be organized and be able to pull all this information together,” said Cara Ameer, a
Coldwell Banker real estate agent. “What can cause delays in the process is trying to track
down various pieces of paper the lender is going to need.” 

Your financial institution is there to help and can walk you through the entire process, so if you’re
considering getting your first mortgage, call or stop by to find out the options available to you.
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Long-term Investing Strategies
Tips for bringing balance to your financial plan over time

A Roman playwright once said, “In everything the middle course is best: All things in excess bring
trouble to men.” This quote can be
applied to many situations in life,
but one that you may not thin k of is
long-term investing. Balance and
calibration are essential for
investing successfully over time.
There are many ways you can
achieve this balance. Here are just
a few tips.

 Only invest in what you
can understand -
“Ignorance is never bliss
when betting on a particular
sector or company over
time. Otherwise, you may as
well play the slots in Las
Vegas,” says Contributor
Lou Carlozo in U.S. News &
World Report Money.

You’ve got to be informed to make good choices; it’s not just a matter of throwing your money
on a prize horse because of its fancy-sounding name. Being able to discern what investment
talk is just noise from what is actually meaningful in the decision-making process is but one
step.

Start early - Those who begin investing early have a prime opportunity. Not only does your
money have more of a chance to grow, but you get to observe trends in the market’s ebb and
flow. This knowledge is power.   

Take advantage of a 401(k) - The United States Bureau of Labor Statistics found that 30
percent of workers with a 401(k) offering that includes an employer match do not participate.
That means 30 percent of that segment of the workforce turns down free money. Just be sure
that you contribute enough to qualify for the employer match.

Don’t invest emotionally - Letting partisanship or any sort of loyalty sway your investments
one way or the other is one of the biggest mistakes you can make. Separating emotion from
your goals will lead to level-headedness, open-mindedness and better, clearer decision-making.

Make investment its own animal - Don’t feed two cows with one bucket, so to speak, by
relying on money from investments as your cash reserve. You always want to have liquid funds
at the ready.

Diversify - It’s one of those investment jargon terms that everyone should know, and everyone
should know how to apply the concept. Diversifying (or enlarging or varying a range of
products) within and among asset classes is the smartest move for an investor.

Be patient, not hasty - Don’t be too quick on the gun to dump a poorly performing set of
investments.

“In a large number of instances, portfolios need tweaking with time rather than a complete
overhaul, which nervous investors too often resort to during down market cycles,” explains
Carlozo.

The overarching theme throughout these tips, however, is to stick to the plan, no matter which one
you opt for, says Jesse Mackey, chief investment officer of 4Thought Financial Group, a consulting
firm in New York.







“Simply adhering to the cash-flow plan, while making reassessments as life progresses and needs
change, will put an investor 90 percent of the way toward achieving his or her goals,” Mackey
concludes.

Stop by to speak to the experts at your financial institution so you can develop a plan that works for
you.
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Giving Investments to Kids
Options for giving investments to children

Investments are the gifts that truly keep on giving. They grow over time so your gift can have more
impact, and they can also help teach financial skills to the recipient. If you are looking for a way to give
an investment as a gift, here are several to consider.

Stocks

If you are looking to make a gift to
your adult children, there are
advantages to giving them stocks if
you own some that are valued
much higher than when you
purchased them.

“Your kids can then either keep or
sell the stock,” according to Forbes
Contributor Lynn Ballou. “When
they do sell it, they’ll pay taxes on
the gain based on the amount you
paid for it (what’s known as your
basis). And if they’re in a lower tax
bracket than you are at the time,
this will be a win-win strategy,
resulting in your family keeping
more of the profit by paying less in
taxes on the stock sale.”

529 plans

One great way to help a child build his or her college savings is to open a 529 plan, which is a
tax-deferred savings plan. Each plan offers different benefits, and you don’t have to purchase the plan
created by the state you live in, so shop around.

Many plans give a tax break or provide a matching program to account holders. It is important to note,
however, that you most likely will not be able to get a state tax break unless you are using your own
state’s 529 plan. Regardless of whether you qualify for state tax breaks the federal government
doesn’t tax the funds if they are used in the designated ways at qualifying educational institutions.

“Most 529 plans also offer the equivalent of a target-date fund: age-based portfolios that are
well-diversified among stocks, bonds and cash and that become more conservative as the child gets
older and closer to the first tuition payment,” said Kathy Kristof of Kiplinger Financial.

Ugifts

Ugifts were created by state governments to function as part of 529 college savings plans. The
purpose of Ugifts is to make it easier for people to make small, one-time contributions to 529 plans. In
order to make a Ugift, the giver only needs to have a special code, which he or she receives from the
account holder.

This means that the account holder, typically one of the parents of the child who will use the funds,
does not have to give out other sensitive information, such as the account number or the Social
Security number of the child. Using these codes allows a variety of people to make gifts into a 529
plan without risking important information leaking to the public and creating risk for identity theft.

The code can be used online to easily transfer money from the giver’s bank account into the 529 plan.
There are contribution limits, however, which vary depending on the plan. After the transaction is
done, the giver can download a gift card that he or she can print and give or email to the recipient,
making a Ugift perfect for birthdays or holidays.
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Five Money Conversations to Have With Your
Spouse
Financial topics that need to be covered thoroughly

The general consensus among couples is that money causes more arguments in the household than
any other topic. In fact, studies show that couples who disagree about money at least once a week are
30 percent more likely to break up or divorce.

Moreover, according to Jackie Black, Ph.D., BCC, author of “Couples and Money: Cracking the Code
to Ending the #1 Conflict in Marriage,” the way you handle the mercurial topic of money represents
how you will handle all other issues throughout your relationship. Set up a solid framework by having
conversations on the following five topics related to finances.

Earning: Discuss who will earn the money in the relationship, or if wages are earned via a
“job” or a “career” (a critical distinction). Along with this, talk about how any potential children
will be cared for if you are both working.

1.

Spending/saving: These two
go hand in hand. What are
your priorities? Are you
saving money for private
school? Do you have the
mutual desire to travel the
world? Do you want a nest
egg to cover the possibility
of home or health
emergencies? It is important
to be on the same page, do
remember compromise is a
vital aspect of the talk.
Furthermore, do either of
you prefer that you clear it
with one another before
spending a predetermined
amount of money? This
decision could be critical in
avoiding fights.

2.

Accounting: Assign one of you to keep track of the bank accounts — someone needs to
constantly be aware of how much is coming in and going out — and to create the budget. Talk
together about how to divide financial roles and responsibilities.

3.

Investing: This is not just a simple answer of whether or not you want to put money in the
market. It is an entire discussion about your risk willingness and your views on modes of
investment, just to start.

4.

Building wealth: This topic could conceivably be an extension of the conversation from No. 4.
“You’ll want to talk about how to make your money grow,” said family expert and former Editor
at Parents magazine Cheryl Lock. “How much will you need, collectively, to retire comfortably
or put kids through college, and what will your mindset be in terms of how you’ll spend your
wealth?”

5.

Dr. Black says that almost every single family decision somehow revolves around money, and
therefore falls under one of these topics. That said, plan on having talks like these once a month or
so. Not every conversation needs to be long and detailed, but it is important to stay abreast of any
shifts in one another’s values.

Financial discussions aren’t always fun, but they’re an important part of life.   
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Health Insurance: Behind the Deductible
Understanding your health insurance deductible

If you are trying to understand your current health insurance better or trying to compare potential new
plans, you can find a breakdown, usually in the form of a chart or table, that lists your premiums,
deductibles, copays and coinsurance. But what exactly do these terms mean, and how do they affect
you? The following information can help you sort them out.  

Essentially, your deductible is the amount of money you must pay before the insurance plan begins
covering certain costs. This seems straightforward, but it can be very confusing when you try to
determine how it relates to the
copay, coinsurance and maximum
out-of-pocket amounts. 

If your deductible is $1,500, for
example, your insurance provider
will not pay any of your costs until
you have paid $1,500 for covered
services. Depending upon the
specifics of your plan, there are
likely exceptions to this rule for
which your insurance will cover part
of your costs before the deductible
has been met. For these services,
you may not have to pay anything
at all or you may have to pay
based on a set copay rate. Each
plan has different rules for these
circumstances. 

“All Marketplace plans cover
preventive care,” according to HealthCare.gov. “Screenings, immunizations and other preventive
services are covered without requiring you to pay your deductible. Many health insurance plans also
cover other benefits like doctor visits and prescription drugs even if you haven’t met your deductible.” 

Depending upon your individual plan, you will have set copay amounts for other specified types of
services. It is likely that you will have several different copay amounts for different services. You may
have one copay amount for sick visits, another for emergency room visits without hospital admittance
and yet another for emergency room visits with hospital admittance. Your insurance provider can help
you understand exactly which services are covered before you meet your deductible and how much
you will have to pay as a copay for each. 

If you have health insurance that does not require a copay for annual physical exams, you must still be
sure that every service that happens during the exam is covered in the same way. Imagine that during
your physical, your doctor decides to do extensive tests to determine the source of a problem you are
having. Those tests may or may not be fully covered by your insurance under the collective heading
of your yearly physical. It is possible that you may have to pay more than your copay for some or all of
the tests. It is important to determine this before you receive the services.  

Once you meet your deductible, you will be subject to paying coinsurance, which is a percentage of
received services that you cover.  

“For example, if the health insurance plan’s allowed amount for an office visit is $100 and you’ve met
your deductible, your 20 percent coinsurance payment would be $20,” according to HealthCare.gov.
“The health insurance plan pays the rest.” 

In order to limit the overall expense of your health care, you will also have a maximum amount that
you can be expected to pay out of pocket each year. Typically, this applies only to in-network services,
so it is important to make sure prior to each visit that all providers you see are in your network.  

For more information about understanding your deductible, be sure to talk to your insurance provider.
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Holiday Closings

President's Day

Monday, February 15th 
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Foods You Should Always Buy Organic
Five foods to purchase organic in the new year and beyond

If you are one of the countless Americans who have resolved that 2016 will be the year in which you
finally begin to tighten up your diet, you have certainly been spending more time in the produce aisle
at your local grocery. Here, you may have discovered that most fruits and vegetables are offered in
higher-priced organic options. You may have also noticed organic labels on meats, grains, dairy
products and even the cookware in which you prepare your food.

If you do not typically purchase organic foods, you may be wondering what differences make organic
products so much healthier that they are worth an extra cost. To help your future decision-making,
here are five foods that you should always buy organic.

Milk

According to LiveStrong.com,
approximately 20 percent of all milk
sold in the United States is derived
from cows that have received the
genetically-modified Recombinant
Bovine Growth Hormone (rBGH).
This hormone stimulates the
insulin-like growth factor (IGF-1)
hormone, which some studies
associate with an increased risk of
cancer. Organic milk, on the other
hand, comes from cows that are
fed organic food and are not
subjected to the same battery of
antibiotic and growth hormone
treatments that other cattle receive.

Apples

The saying goes that an apple a day keeps the doctor away, but a high concentration of pesticide
residue on these delicious fruits may ultimately have the opposite effect. According to
WhatsOnMyFood.org, the USDA Data Program found more than 47 pesticide residues on apples, six
of which are considered known or probable carcinogens and five of which are considered neurotoxins.
Thiabendazole, a probable carcinogen and known developmental or reproductive toxin, was found on
81 percent of all apples tested by the USDA. As organic apples are not treated with pesticides, there
are no such residues to be found.

Cucumbers

These green vegetables are great in salads and ideal for making homemade tzatziki sauce for
gyros—never mind that they are rich in vitamin A, vitamin K and potassium. However, the USDA
Pesticide Data Program also finds that they are home to as much as 86 pesticide residues, including
endosulfan, an organochlorine insecticide that has been banned or phased out in more than 80
countries. While a number of these chemical traces will be removed by simply peeling off the skin,
organic cucumbers should always be considered in lieu of regular cucumbers.

Meats

The reasons for choosing organic beef, pork and poultry are similar to the reasons for choosing
organic byproducts. Cows, chickens and pigs among other animals are treated with growth hormones
and antibiotics and eat foods containing herbicides and GMOs. The presence of these additives in
meat can lead to an increased risk of cancer, and the heavy intake of antibiotics can lead to the
creation of resistant bacteria, meaning that the higher price of organic meats is well worth it. Certified
organic meat must be grain-fed, cannot be fed meat byproducts, and must be descended from a
mother that was only given organic feed during the formative stages of pregnancy.

Potatoes







The soil in which potatoes are grown is typically treated with heavy fungicides in order to prevent
blight, and potato vines are also treated with pesticides that include neurotoxins, carcinogens and
hormone disruptors. Organic potatoes are considerably more expensive than the alternative, but the
lack of any additives more than makes up for it. Sweet potatoes are considered cleaner than regular
potatoes, but they are also not additive-free unless they are purchased in organic form.

Buying more organic products will result in a higher grocery bill, but it will likely result in a cleaner bill
of health and a better sense of well-being. Buying these products organic every time will help keep
your body cleaner and have a positive impact on your health moving forward.
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All-Wheel Drive Vehicles to Consider
So much more than pickups and SUVs

When you’re looking for the best vehicles to tackle the poor-weather driving conditions that come with
winter, getting a vehicle with all-wheel drive is a great start. And while you’re probably well aware of
the SUVs and pickups that come equipped with all-wheel drive, there are plenty of other options too.

Subaru Legacy

The Subaru Legacy is the only midsize sedan that’s standard with all-wheel drive. Many popular
midsize options like the Toyota Camry, Honda Accord and Nissan Altima don’t even make it available;
and with an MSRP of $21,745, this one’s more affordable as well. There are two engine options, with
fuel economy rated at up to 36 mpg highway. Some of the impressive features you’ll find are the
EyeSight driver assist technology and STARLINK smartphone integration.

“Subaru completely redesigned the Legacy last year. The company maintained the midsize sedan’s
all-wheel-drive capability and capacious interior while making meaningful improvements in fuel
efficiency as well as infotainment and safety technologies,” Left Lane News says of the newest model.
“A sleeker, more modern look helps the Legacy turn more heads than before too.”

Chrysler 300

If you’re looking for the optimal
blend of performance, luxury,
amenities and affordability, the
Chrysler 300 is a great pick. While
rear-wheel drive is standard, the
available all-wheel-drive models
use the most advanced system in
the entire class, with an axle
disconnect system that helps
maximize fuel economy while still
providing the grip you need. And
buying a 300 means you have the
option of innovation after
innovation, with cutting-edge
features like the Uconnect
infotainment system, TorqueFlite
eight-speed automatic transmission
or best-in-class engine choices
starting with the award-winning
Pentastar V6. The Limited
All-Wheel Drive starts at just over $34,000.

“No matter what version you choose, the 300 is stylish, roomy, powerful and a pleasure to drive. The
American sedan is alive and well,” AutoTrader adds.

Luxury options

Virtually every luxury manufacturer has an all-wheel-drive option, and many of them have carefully
developed their technology to not only tame poor-weather driving conditions, but to improve
performance on dry roads as well.

Acura has Super Handling All-Wheel Drive, also known as SH-AWD, and you can find it on both the
TLX and RLX luxury sedans. Audi has quattro, BMW uses xDrive and Mercedes-Benz equips some of
its models with 4MATIC.

A newer entry into the luxury coupe arena is the Lexus RC (MSRP starting at $39,995), and it
currently ranks in U.S. News & World Report as the No. 1 upscale small car. There are numerous
Lexus models to help you find the exact blend of power and efficiency you’re looking for, and the RC
300, RC 350, RC 300 F SPORT AWD and RC 350 F SPORT AWD can all be equipped with all-wheel
drive.  







Regardless of what kind of vehicle you’re looking for, stop by to see what financing options we have
for you so you can worry about one less thing during the car-buying process.
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Understanding Your Blood Pressure Reading
How to better understand if you are at risk for or are suffering from
high blood pressure

If one of your resolutions for 2016 is to get your health in order and take steps to improve your overall
quality of life, there are certain factors that you will want to consider. Body fat percentage, blood
glucose, cholesterol and overall body weight are all important pieces of the puzzle, and so is blood
pressure.

The dangers of high blood
pressure

High blood pressure can cause
substantial damage to your body,
even resulting in death. High blood
pressure is known as a “silent
killer” because there are almost no
symptoms, and its effects include
stroke, kidney damage, loss of
vision, loss of memory and heart
damage up to and including heart
attack and congestive heart failure.

Factors that put you at an
increased risk for high blood
pressure include age, heredity,
male gender, obesity, smoking,
high cholesterol, diabetes and a
lack of exercise.

Because of the silent nature of high blood pressure, it’s important to get your blood pressure checked
regularly. In order to understand whether you suffer from high blood pressure, you will need to know
how to understand your readings and what they mean.

What the numbers indicate

Your blood pressure reading will be presented as x/y mm Hg, where x represents systolic blood
pressure and y represents diastolic blood pressure. According to the American Heart Association,
systolic blood pressure represents the pressure in the arteries when the heart contracts. Diastolic
pressure, on the other hand, represents pressure in the arteries between heartbeats when the muscle
is refilling with blood. The systolic blood pressure will always be higher than the diastolic pressure.

The five stages of blood pressure

According to the American Heart Association, there are five stages of blood pressure: normal,
prehypertension, Stage 1 hypertension, Stage 2 hypertension and hypertensive crisis. It is important to
also note that a single blood pressure reading is not an immediate indicator of high blood pressure,
and that if you do test high, you should return to your doctor for a second reading after a short period
of time to see if your blood pressure levels have remained consistent.

A systolic reading of 120 mm Hg or lower and a diastolic reading of 80 mm Hg or lower are
considered to be normal and healthy. Systolic readings between 120 – 139 mm Hg and diastolic
readings between 80 – 89 mm Hg fall under the prehypertension range, meaning that you are at a risk
of high blood pressure and should consider undertaking certain preventative measures.

Stage 1 hypertension is indicated by 140 – 159 mm Hg systolic blood pressure and 90 – 99 mm Hg
diastolic blood pressure, which indicates that you should consider substantial lifestyle changes up to
and including stricter diet and more exercise. Stage 2 hypertension is indicated by a systolic blood
pressure reading of 160 mm Hg or higher and a diastolic pressure reading of 100 mm Hg or higher,
and is typically treated by lifestyle changes and some degree of medication.

Hypertensive crisis is considered a level at which you should seek immediate emergency care, and it







is indicated by readings of 180 mm Hg systolic pressure and 110 mm Hg diastolic pressure. Unlike
Stage 1 hypertension and Stage 2 hypertension, hypertensive crisis is accompanied by symptomatic
indicators such as severe headache, shortness of breath, nosebleeds and anxiety.

Low blood pressure

While readings of 120/80 mm Hg or lower are typically considered healthy, there is such a thing as
low blood pressure. According to the American Heart Association, low blood pressure is typically only
a cause for concern if it is accompanied by symptoms such as nausea, fatigue, depression, dizziness,
fainting, dehydration and shallow breathing.

With the ability to determine whether your blood pressure levels are healthy, you will be better able to
regulate your health in the new year. If you feel as though you are at risk for high blood pressure,
make an appointment with your doctor and begin taking steps necessary to bring your blood pressure
down.
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Out of the Box Valentine's Day Date Ideas 
Rekindle the romance on one of these adventurous dates

Date night is a crucial part of keeping the romance alive in your relationship, whether you have been
with your partner for two months or 20 years. However, going to the same places and doing the same
activities every month can lose its romantic feeling. Bringing novelty to a relationship through fresh,
interesting activities shakes off the humdrum feelings a marriage could develop.

Instead of going on the same old Friday night dates you’ve been doing for years, like dinner at a
restaurant followed by a movie at the cinema, try these unique ideas to liven up your relationship.

Get close to nature

Escape from the stressors of the
city by finding harmony in the great
outdoors. The easiest thing you can
do is to pack a picnic lunch, bring a
conversation starter book and hike
a local nature trail. Make it more
memorable by bringing a camera
and staging an outdoor photo shoot
during your excursion. If you don’t
like hiking aimlessly, join the
geocaching movement and hunt for
hidden treasures around your
neighborhood.

If travelling far isn’t your thing, pitch
a tent in the backyard and spend
the night stargazing. Family Share
suggests turning your backyard
camp into a spa by filling a kiddie
pool with hot, bubbly water and surrounding it with candles and music. While you’re out in the
backyard, make a time capsule and bury it.

The most romantic aspect of being outdoors is getting to watch the sunset or sunrise together. Find a
quiet location that’s known for having great views and snuggle up with your significant other.

Excite your taste buds

A full stomach is important for keeping you and your spouse happy. Spice up meal time by cooking
together. Find a challenging new recipe and work together to create it. Whether or not it comes out
the way it should, you will still strengthen your communication and teamwork.

If you like to eat out, try a local restaurant you’ve never visited before and order dishes on the menu
that you’ve never tasted. Or satisfy your stomach at multiple eateries by taking a local restaurant tour:
order an appetizer at once place, the main course at another, dessert somewhere else and drinks at
yet another.

Get competitive

Friendly competition can get the adrenaline flowing and the romance sizzling. Go to a sports complex
and try out the batting cages, miniature golf or go-kart track. If you’re not feeling athletic, find an
arcade that is filled with retro video games.

You don’t have to leave your home to play around, either. Buy a deck of cards and some new board
games and stage an all-day game tournament. Many fun, new two-player games are published every
year.

Regardless of what date you plan, focus on your partner rather than your phone. Only by committing
fully to your experience will you rekindle that passion.
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Visit Austin, Texas
Escape cabin fever and experience the great outdoors in Austin

The Lone Star state is the perfect place for a lavish vacation, and its capital is no exception. This
unique city, which bills itself as the Live Music Capital of the World, offers many types of
entertainment for every visitor.

Where to stay

Luxurious accommodations abound
in the Austin area for all types of
guests. For the Austin tourist that
wants to be in the middle of the
action, the Driskill Hotel combines
modern amenities and classic
décor in an historic space. The
hotel was originally built in 1886 by
a cattle baron and now boasts 189
guestrooms and suites. The
guestrooms are as opulent as
suites in any other hotel, and the
suites each have their own theme
and design. For example, the
Lyndon and Lady Bird Presidential
Suite is an homage to Texas and
the 36th president of the United
States, and the Cattle Baron Suite
has two bedrooms, a large living
space and a dining room for eight. Learn more about this hotel at http://www.driskillhotel.com/.

Travelers looking for a boutique hotel experience should visit Hotel Saint Cecelia. Featuring five suites
in addition to studios and poolside bungalows all decorated with a unique style, this smaller
establishment has a unique attention to detail and feels more like home. For a resort experience, the
Omni Barton Creek Resort and Spa right outside of Austin is home to a world-class golf course and
full-service spa.

What to do

Finding a place to take in live music at the Live Music Capital of the World is simply a must. With
about 200 music venues in the area, it is pretty much guaranteed that there is something for everyone
in the city. Jazz fans can take a look at the Elephant Room on Congress Avenue, while blues fans
should consider the Victory Grill. Austin’s grassroots music scene thrives in the circus-themed
Carousel Lounge, and the Continental Club Gallery is the legendary home of great swing and country
music bands. For more music venues and the acts performing there, keep an eye on The Austin
Chronicle and its music listings at http://www.austinchronicle.com/calendar/music/.

Austin visitors looking to shop should visit South Congress Avenue, also called SoCo. The shops and
restaurants in this area are unique local establishments that offer a look into the heart of Austin and
what inspires the phrase “Keep Austin Weird.”

What to eat

When visiting the great state of Texas, one should not pass up the opportunity to enjoy great
barbeque. Constantly ranked as one of the best barbeque restaurants in Austin, Franklin Barbeque on
11th Street has something for all guests. A simple menu means that the establishment can focus on
the real star of any barbeque meal—the meat—and cook it to perfection. Learn more about this
famous eatery at https://franklinbarbecue.com/.

For those who crave authentic Mexican cuisine, Fonda San Miguel on W. North Loop is the place to
go. The menu features familiar favorites like enchiladas and tres leches cake mixed with more unique
delicacies like cochinita pibil, a Yucatan dish that features pork cooked in a banana leaf.







For a truly cutting-edge dining experience, Qui is an Asian fusion restaurant on E. 6th Street that is
ready to impress diners with unique flavors and a great experience. The menu features such tasty
delicacies as kenpachi lumpia tacos, squid adobo and kare kare (a peanut curry dish from the
Philippines). Qui is so popular that reservations are recommended and can be made at
http://quiaustin.com/reservations/.

Enjoy the city of Austin and its unique entertainment, dining and accommodations that represent the
best the state has to offer.
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