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Holiday Closings

Thursday, November 26 – Thanksgiving Day

Friday, November 27 – Day following Thanksgiving
Day

Saturday, November 28 – 1427 West First Street
office will be closed

Thursday, December 24 – Christmas Eve

Friday, December 25 – Christmas Day

Saturday, December 26 – 1427 West First Street
office will be closed

Thursday, December 31 – Credit Union open 9:00
A.M. to 1:00 P.M.

Friday, January 1, 2016 – New Year’s Day
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Basics of Private Mortgage Insurance (PMI)
What is PMI, and can you avoid paying it?

Private mortgage insurance (PMI) is a way that lenders protect themselves against the possibility of a
borrower not being able to make mortgage payments. Many homeowners and homebuyers are not
familiar with the details of PMI and may not even realize they are currently paying it or that there are
ways to avoid it.

Because PMI functions as a type
of mortgage insurance, it makes
lenders more comfortable giving
out larger loans than borrowers
would typically be able to get
without PMI. Borrowers need to
keep this in mind so that they do
not overextend themselves when
they take out a loan that comes
with PMI.

Typically, if you make a down
payment of less than 20 percent of
the home’s price and take out a
conventional loan, you will have to
pay PMI. If you are refinancing, the
lender will typically decide based
on whether your equity is sufficient
to cover 20 percent of the home’s
value.

In certain cases, lenders may offer a conventional loan with a low down payment that doesn’t require
you to pay PMI. While this sounds like a great way to save money, it is not always that clear-cut.
These loans typically carry a higher interest rate than do ones that either require a higher down
payment or include PMI.

“Paying a higher interest rate can be more or less expensive than PMI—it depends on your credit
score, your down payment amount, the particular lender, and general market conditions,” according to
the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau’s website. “You may also want to ask a tax advisor about
whether paying more in interest or paying PMI might affect your taxes differently.”

Some lenders give borrowers only one choice for paying PMI, while others may offer more than one
way. So make sure that you talk to your lender to see if you have options. The most common method
of paying for PMI is through a monthly premium that is added to your monthly mortgage payment. The
fact that it is lumped into the mortgage payment is why many people do not realize they are paying it.

It may also be possible to pay your PMI with a single upfront premium that you pay during closing. It is
important to note that you may not be entitled to a refund of the premium in certain instances of
moving or refinancing. In other cases, you may pay both an upfront premium and a monthly premium.

One of the most important things to know about PMI is that you don’t have to keep paying it the entire
time you have your mortgage. After gaining equity and paying PMI for a certain amount of time, you
can contact your lender and ask for it to be removed. Different lenders have different PMI cancellation
policies, which is another thing you should consider when comparing financial institutions for a new
mortgage. Typically, you need to have paid enough of the principal back to cover 20 percent of the
home’s value for the PMI to be removed.

“Another way to avoid the PMI payment is by taking out a smaller loan (typically at a higher interest
rate) to cover the amount of the 20 percent down; this is commonly known as ‘piggybacking.’ Now the
borrower is committed on two loans, but since the funds from the second loan are used to pay the 20
percent deposit, the borrower can avoid the PMI payment,” states Steven Merkel, CFP, ChFC, for
Investopedia.

The good news about this tactic is that it is possible to deduct the interest of both loans if you itemize











your deductions on your federal tax return. So, don’t forget to factor these savings in when calculating
which option is best.
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Skills All College Graduates Should Have
The skills needed to land your first job out of college

One of the most common questions heard by college graduates worldwide is likely “What are you
doing now that you’ve graduated from college?” The current job market, while improving somewhat, is
a big part of why college graduates are scrambling to find the right job for them; however, besides a
better job market, the answer to
landing a good job is having the
skills necessary to succeed there.

Having a college degree is a start,
but it may not be enough to get
you your dream job. So what other
skills must recent college grads
possess, no matter where you’re
looking for a job? Read on to find
out:

People skills - It’s important for
entry-level workers to be able to
communicate clearly with other
co-workers and be able to get
along well, especially when
working in teams is crucial.
However, 52 percent of companies
said recent college graduates were
lacking people skills, according to a
survey by CareerBuilder.

“Decent interpersonal skills—the ability to converse, to make eye contact, to speak in complete
sentences, to recognize one’s responsibility, to listen to another perspective—equal fairly decent job
prospects,” says Lee Burdett Williams, the dean of students at Wheaton College in Massachusetts.
“We need to be certain our students know how to give a good firm handshake, look someone in the
eye and introduce themselves.”

Problem-solving skills - According to the same CareerBuilder survey, 46 percent of employers said
that college graduates don’t possess good problem-solving skills. Problem-solving skills include traits
such as making fast but efficient decisions to get the job done in a timely and competent manner,
instead of relying on others to make the decision for them. The reason why it may be difficult for
college graduates to do this?

“This is a generation that has been ‘syllabused’ through their lives,” says Marie Artim, vice president of
talent acquisition for Enterprise. “Decisions were made for them, so we’re less likely to find someone
who can pull the trigger and make a decision.”

Oral communication skills - It’s not surprising that a whopping 41 percent of employers say recent
grads have poor oral communication skills, as it may be an effect of growing up in the digital age,
where traditional face-to-face conversations aren’t necessarily the norm anymore. In addition, many
recent graduates find it difficult to alter their speaking style when necessary—for example, speaking
too casually when partaking in a serious conversation.

“Students can be a little too open and too friendly and that makes recruiters concerned about how
they will handle things when they work with clients,” explains Michael Meredith, an assistant professor
at the Kenan-Flagler Business School at the University of North Carolina.

Leadership skills - It seems obvious that recent grads, right out of college, would need to work on
their leadership skills, yet 63 percent of millennials still want to be a leader at their first job, according
to a millennial leadership survey by The Hartford. However, their definition of “leadership” may not
align correctly with an employer’s need, and that could negatively impact their ability to find a job
requiring leadership skills.











“They define [leadership] not by title, status, or hierarchy,” says Emily He, chief marketing officer of
office solutions company Saba. “They look for a direct linkage between what they’re contributing and
the direct result of the company.”

Written communication skills - Being able to write and spell well are essential aspects of any job in
any field. However, another possible detriment of growing up in the digital age is that many recent
grads’ writing skills aren’t up to par for future employers. According to the CareerBuilder survey, 38
percent of employers noted that recent grads need better written communication skills to succeed in
the workplace.

“Incorrect grammar, spelling and language usage can make a very bad impression. Using an informal
style—relying on abbreviations, not using punctuation and failing to capi-tal-ize—does not come
across as professional,” says Joyce E. A. Russell, the director of the Smith Executive Coaching
and Leadership Development Program at the University of Maryland’s Robert H. Smith School of
Business.

If you’re a recent college graduate looking for a job, make sure to home in on these skills, which are
necessary to landing that first job out of school.  
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Estimating Your Future Social Security Benefits
Plan more effectively for retirement by calculating potential Social
Security benefits

Whether you are nearing retirement age or just entering the workforce, it is important to have an
estimate of how much your future Social Security benefits will be. Fortunately, you don’t have to wait
until you are ready to start collecting to find out what you will receive. There are several online tools
that can estimate your future benefits and also help you discover more about the ways that different
circumstances—such as your retirement age—could impact those benefits. With this information in
hand, you can plan for retirement much more effectively.

Typically, you will receive a notice from the U.S. Social Security Administration (SSA) each year that
gives you an estimate of your future benefits. At any other time of the year, however, you can use
online calculators to find more information. The SSA offers many different types of calculators,
including the Quick Calculator, the Online Calculator, the Retirement Estimator, the Detailed
Calculator, the Life Expectancy
Calculator and the Retirement Age
Calculator. 

The Quick Calculator requires your
current annual earnings and date of
birth to give a rough estimate. It
does not check the information with
its own records but rather uses
only the information you give, so
the estimate may differ from the
one you last saw on your Social
Security statement.

The Online Calculator is similar to
the Quick Calculator, but you must
input your complete earnings
history instead of only your current
earnings. This will give you a more
detailed and potentially accurate
estimate of your retirement,
survivor and disability benefits. It also projects future earnings until the date at which you retire.

The Retirement Estimator shows how three factors affect your monthly benefits: your earnings, the
age at which you stop working and the age at which you begin receiving Social Security benefits.
When you change the data you input in any one category, you can see how that will change your
future benefits. It is more accurate than the Quick Calculator because it uses your information to look
into its own system for your work history and Social Security earnings record.

In order to use this calculator, “[y]ou must have enough credits to qualify for benefits and not be
eligible for a pension from work not covered by Social Security,” according to the SSA website.

The downloadable Detailed Calculator will run you through a variety of scenarios to help you
understand how working longer can affect your benefits. It also gives precise estimates of disability
and survivor benefits, and it includes WEP reduction. In order to use this, you must have a copy of
your most recent statement from the SSA.

The Life Expectancy Calculator helps you get a basic estimate of how long you and your spouse may
need to live on Social Security based on your life expectancy. This can help you determine how long
you need to stretch your benefits to budget more accurately.

The Retirement Age Calculator lets you know your full retirement age. It also helps you project how
your monthly benefits check may be reduced if you decide to stop working before your full retirement
age.

You can find these helpful calculators, as well as several others, online at
http://www.ssa.gov/planners/benefitcalculators.html.











http://www.ssa.gov/planners/benefitcalculators.html.

In addition to the calculators provided by the SSA, there are also independent agencies that have
created calculators that you can pay to use to determine more complicated retirement scenarios and
benefits.

“Many independent software developers have designed advanced calculators that help you determine
an appropriate claiming age for you and your spouse,” according to Dana Anspach, “Money Over 55”
expert with about.com. “It’s a big decision and I think the advance calculators offer information that is
worth the small price they charge.”

So, make sure to browse the available online calculators to gain a basic idea of what you can expect
to receive in benefits after you retire. Not only will you gain peace of mind by being better-informed,
but you will also be able to better plan your strategies for saving for retirement.

IH Credit Union • 937-390-1800 • http://www.ihcreditunion.com/ 

IH Credit Union - Credit Lines Newsletter 



IH Credit Union - Credit Lines Newsletter 

Recent Online Banking Developments
What’s already changed, and what you can expect in the future

The financial industry is constantly evolving. Nowadays, the banking sector has forgone many
traditional approaches and is shifting its focus to conducting business digitally. With upgraded
technologies always emerging, we will see many innovative trends come to the forefront of the
banking industry. Here are just a few of the most prominent.   

P2P technology

With P2P technology, an account
holder can transfer money quickly
and simply to another account
holder either online or via mobile
devices. Many financial institutions
are already on board, while there
are also apps like Venmo, to which
you can link your account
information. Look for this trend to
gain momentum going forward.
While convenient for consumers,
these nonbanking companies and
programs are a great threat to
financial institutions in the future.

Smartwatch banking

Apple Watch, Android Wear and
the like are still relatively new
products, so many industries have yet to jump on the smartwatch wagon. Slowly but surely, however,
companies are creating apps specifically for this type of digital device, and soon enough, financial
institutions will too. According to Jim Marous, publisher of the monthly economics publication Digital
Banking Report, some larger financial institutions are already piloting smartwatch banking apps.
Imagine being able to pay for a purchase completely hands-free, with just a tap on your wrist. The
future is here.

Cybersecurity and authentication

Of late, financial institutions have put the utmost emphasis on mobile identity authentication. The
seemingly never-ending list of banking institutions and retailers suffering from hacks and other data
breaches is a cause of major concern for the public. However, Apple has created a model that Dave
Birch, director at independent financial consultancy firm Consult Hyperion, believes will be held up as
the standard for the next phase of financial logins.

“Apple has created a model—local strong authentication with a revocable standard token—and
established that devices will be the bridge between the product being purchased and digital identity,”
Birch explains.

Advanced customer analytics

Financial institutions will be evaluating more deeply the insights gained from analytical data. They will
leverage these analyses to create a personalized approach to targeting and engaging with customers.
By digging deep into consumers’ spending patterns, product use and channel interactions, financial
institutions will greatly improve the banking experience—be it online or in person—on all accounts.

“Benefits of using banking analytics are many: Increase transparency and understanding the degree
of risk exposure, measure customer and product profitability, improve performance and make
informed decisions, to name a few,” notes Deena Zaidi, chief writer and owner of the economic
website Financial Keyhole (http://www.deenazaidi.com/).

In general, you can look for digital banking features to be greatly intensified in the near future.
Features already put in place will be improved upon and more widely adopted, and you can expect
many new developments to enter the picture as well.











many new developments to enter the picture as well.
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Which Truck Is Right for You?
Choosing the right truck doesn’t need to be complicated

Pickup truck drivers are known to be loyal. They simply love their trucks, and there’s every reason
why. Pickup trucks provide all the utility and grit to get the job done. And recently, pickup trucks have
gotten the same attention as the rest of the automotive industry, and they sport plenty of safety,
technology and luxury features, so there’s virtually no downside to them. Here’s a handful of the best:

2015 Ram 1500

Named a “Best Car for the Money” by U.S. News, the newest Ram 1500 sports best-in-class fuel
economy approaching 30 mpg highway, and the industry’s only light-duty diesel. Other standout
features include the award-winning Pentastar V6, the legendary HEMI V8, a class-exclusive
TorqueFlite eight-speed automatic transmission and the RamBox cargo management system. All of
this is backed up by excellent warranty coverage of five years/100,000 miles. As impressive as the
Ram is, the technology features and dressed-up interior you’ll find help it stand out even more.

“The Ram 1500 has the nicest
interior of any full-size pickup. Its
upgraded touchscreen interface is
impressively easy to use and offers
substantial technology capabilities,”
Edmunds says. “We’re also fond of
the Ram as it offers a composed
and smooth ride whether you’re
driving it on- or off-road.”

2015 Ford F-150

Ford is the best-selling brand of
trucks for the past 38 years, so
whenever they make a change, it’s
a big deal. With a weight reduction
of nearly 700 pounds over the
previous model, thanks to the use
of high-strength, military-grade
aluminum, the F-150 has gone
where no truck has before. But the
weight reduction hasn’t put a damper on its stellar performance, and the F-150 sports up to a
12,200-pound towing capacity and 3,300-pound payload to go along with its impressive gas mileage
and 5-Star Safety Rating from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

“The big deal with Ford’s new F-150 is the aluminum body. With it, the material has hit the
mainstream—it doesn’t get much more so than the bestselling vehicle in America,” Road & Track
says. “While that’s its own milestone, Ford did a lot to take advantage of the lighter body’s obvious and
more subtle advantages, creating a truck that’s going to beat up on the domestic competition.”

2016 Chevrolet Colorado

Starting at an MSRP of $20,100, the Colorado is a midsize truck, perfect for those who don’t need all
the bulk a full-size truck offers. Named the 2015 Motor Trend “Truck of the Year,” the Colorado sports
advanced technology, unsurpassed safety and excellent performance to go along with its smaller
dimensions. The Colorado is as comfortable cruising on the highway as it is conquering a trail, and
there are even special edition models for those who want a bit more exclusivity. The Colorado was
named the “No. 1 Compact Pickup Truck” and a “Best Car for the Money” by U.S. News and was the
fastest-growing midsize pickup in 2015.

“After spending quality time in the new Chevrolet Colorado … it was obvious GM has set a new
benchmark in the midsize truck category,” according to Forbes.

No matter which truck you’re looking into, we have you covered with the financing you need, so stop
by today so we can help get you started.
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Visit Sacramento, California
What to do, where to stay and where to eat in Sacramento,
California

Sacramento is the capital of California, and the best of the state is gathered here, making it a perfect
city to visit. Whether you are traveling for business or for pleasure, the city has plenty to offer. Check
out our suggestions for what to do, where to stay and what to eat.

What to do

The California State Railroad
Museum is a great place for
families to learn more about the
mode of transportation that helped
settle the west. It is one of
Sacramento’s most popular
attractions and houses 21 restored
locomotives and railcars with which
visitors can get up close and
personal. The museum also offers
excursion train rides for visitors to
see more of the California scenery
and ride in a vintage train. Learn
more online at
http://web.csrmf.org/.

A visit to Old Sacramento is a step
into the past, but still full of great
things to do. There are several
museums, like the California Automobile Museum, Sacramento History Museum and Old Sacramento
Schoolhouse Museum, where families can learn the roots of the city. Once visitors are done soaking
in the history, the area is full of fine shopping and dining options to finish out the day.

Where to stay

When travelling, it is important to have a comfortable room to return to after a day of sightseeing. The
Citizen Hotel, just blocks away from the California State Capitol, is a 196-room boutique hotel with a
lot of history in its walls. Each room is unique, and the hotel is home to the Grange Restaurant and
Bar. There is plenty of public space to take advantage of, with books and comfortable chairs. Reserve
a room at http://www.thecitizenhotel.com/.

The Sterling Hotel was built over 100 years ago and is a former Victorian mansion that houses 16
exclusive rooms. There are different suites with styles to please any traveler, including hot tubs, big
beds and amazing views of the Sacramento skyline and the historic Mansion Flats neighborhood.
Book your stay by visiting http://sterlinghotelsacramento.com/.

For room to spread out, consider Larkspur Landing Sacramento, an all-suite luxury hotel that is
located close to the town center. The suites come with a full kitchen, perfect for longer stays or picky
eaters. Rooms are equipped for modern life, with iPod docking stations, large TVs, DVD players and
high-speed internet access. Check out amenities online at
http://www.larkspurhotels.com/sacramento/.

Where to eat

Ella Dining Room and Bar is a great spot to taste the best food in the state. The restaurant's team is
committed to providing fresh, local food to visitors and locals alike. The cooking style is a blend of
French and New American, but the restaurant also excels at pastries and quality drinks for a complete
meal. Browse the menu at http://www.elladiningroomandbar.com/.

Another restaurant utilizing local and seasonal ingredients is The Firehouse Restaurant. This
must-visit eatery is located in an unique old firehouse and offers rooms for private events or large
parties. Classic dishes are refined and prepared with the freshest ingredients for an upscale and







memorable dining experience. Make reservations by visiting http://www.firehouseoldsac.com./.

If Sacramento's abundant food choices seem overwhelming, try one of the Local Roots Food Tours.
Participants will walk the city in historic districts and happening neighborhoods, sampling the best that
Sacramento has to offer. There are four themes to choose from, catered to various palates and
sensibilities.

With all there is to see and do, Sacramento is a great choice for a vacation destination. Travelers can
check out these spots and explore the city to see all that it has to offer.
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Eco-Friendly Ways to Heat Your Home
Consider these eco-efficient heating alternatives

You can probably already feel that chill in the air that reminds you of what is coming for most of us in
the contiguous United States. November will give way to December, and autumn will give way to
winter. That means it is time to break out the heavy coats and sweaters and to start budgeting in a
little extra every month for heating costs. Depending on the ferocity of winter, those heating costs can
reach unseemly heights, which is why it is important to consider alternative methods that will not only
save you money in the long run, but that will ultimately be better for the environment.

Increase insulation and use
recycled materials

If you have ever noticed a dramatic
difference in temperature between
one room and another in your
home, you may need an extra layer
of insulation in the walls. The
process is not a particularly easy
one, but the end result will see your
energy usage decreasing by simply
getting more out of what you use.
When considering material for
insulation, give special
consideration to recycled denim;
most brands contain as much as 80
percent post-consumer recycled
material, meaning that you are
helping reduce waste while
reducing your energy bills.

Install a pellet stove

Pellet stoves are a great way to reduce reliance on fossil fuels and save money on heating in the long
run. The pellets used for these stoves are made of sawdust, switchgrass or wood chips, meaning that
you’re using a renewable resource instead of oil. While pellet stoves can be somewhat expensive and
pellets cost slightly more than natural wood for wood-burning stoves, they emit very little in the way of
CO2 and are a significantly lesser fire risk.

Invest in solar energy

The cost of solar energy has been steadily decreasing, meaning that there has never been a better
time to invest in a solar energy system for your home. While the up-front cost of installing solar panels
can be in the low-to-mid five-figure range, it takes as little as 10 years to see a return on the
investment, and it will also ultimately increase the resale value of your home. Active solar heating can
provide for the vast majority of your home’s heating needs, and it’s a completely green method of
doing so.

Consider geothermal heating

Geothermal heating obtains energy from the earth’s consistently warm temperature, requiring
considerably less energy than an air-sourced HVAC system that has to reheat the cold air. This
system also requires a hardy investment that is recouped within a decade of installation and adds to
the resale value of your home. According to the U.S. Department of Energy, geothermal heat pumps
run to a maximum efficiency level of 600 percent on cold winter nights, which compares favorably to
the 250 percent max efficiency of air-source heat pumps. The life of these systems is estimated at
about 25 years for the components inside your home and 50 years for ground loop components that
gather heat from the earth.

Be smart with what you have

If it is too soon to consider replacing your HVAC system or re-insulating your home, make the most







out of what you have. Install a programmable thermostat to adjust heat for the times where you are
not home, which helps reduce the energy that would be consumed by simply turning off the heat and
reheating the air at a later time. Roll up old bath towels and stuff them in front of your doors to close
up drafts and lock in heat. If you have a small home, space heaters are simple and efficient ways to
stay warm without being overly reliant on the thermostat, and bundling up in blankets and wearing
warmer clothes around the house helps keep usage low.

There are a number of ways to save money and energy this winter, and the most effective methods
largely depend on your needs. Assess your home heating situation before the season changes and
make necessary adjustments for a warmer winter season.
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Surprising Sources of Fiber
Bring your diet into balance with these fiber-dense foods

One of the most vital components to a healthy, balanced diet is taking in an adequate amount of fiber.
Soluble fiber and insoluble fiber help promote better digestion, which also serves to lower cholesterol
and blood glucose levels. Fiber also promotes improved heart and joint health, and can keep you
feeling full longer, which is particularly helpful if you are curbing your appetite for a new diet.

The recommended daily fiber intake lies somewhere between 25 and 40 grams, depending on caloric
intake. This means that fiber-dense foods are essential during and between meals. It is well known
that whole grains and vegetables are great sources of fiber, but there are more ways to make sure
that you are getting enough in your diet. Here are five somewhat surprising sources of fiber.

Popcorn

Popcorn is a delicious snack and a
beloved standby for movie-goers. It
might surprise some, however, that
it is also quite nutritional. Provided
that it is not overloaded with butter
and salt, popcorn is actually a great
source of protein and fiber. One
ounce of popcorn generally
contains anywhere from two to four
grams of fiber, meaning that you
could get as much as half of your
daily fiber intake from just three
ounces of air-popped popcorn.

Shredded coconut

Coconut oil is today’s hot super
food, and there is good enough
reason—the nutritional benefits of
incorporating coconut into your daily diet are quite significant. Shredded coconut is no exception, as
an ounce contains roughly five grams of dietary fiber. Whether you are sprinkling it over a salad or
mixing it into a post-workout shake, shredded coconut is as nutritious as it is delicious.

Coconut flour

Coconut flour is a great way to work extra fiber into your baking. One cup of all-purpose wheat flour
contains about three grams of fiber, but you can get five grams of fiber from just two tablespoons of
organic coconut flour. Since coconut flour is considerably more absorbent, you’ll only need about
one-quarter the amount of wheat flour that you’d need for a given recipe, which means that it is best
practice to find coconut-flour-specific recipes before use.

Cacao powder 

Mixing a bit of cacao powder into your milk or smoothie not only makes it more delicious, but it also
adds a surprising amount of fiber. One tablespoon of natural, unsweetened cacao powder contains
only half a gram of fat and two grams of fiber, and it is also a surprising source of iron and protein. Add
two tablespoons into your protein drink for an extra boost after your workout.

Canned pumpkin

Pumpkin spice is becoming the ubiquitous flavor of all things autumnal. If you are looking to put some
pumpkin into your meals this fall, you might be surprised to find that there is a great deal of nutritional
upside. One cup of canned pumpkin returns roughly seven grams of fiber, as well as three grams of
protein and a whopping 763 percent of your suggested daily vitamin A intake. Whether you eat
pumpkin pancakes or chicken and pumpkin goulash, you’ll not only get a delicious meal, but you’ll
get a significant chunk of your daily fiber.

These foods, in addition to favorites like strawberries and avocado, will help ensure that you are never







lacking for that vital ingredient to good health. Check your food labels and strive for fiber-rich foods,
and you will find yourself feeling better by the day.

IH Credit Union • 937-390-1800 • http://www.ihcreditunion.com/ 

IH Credit Union - Credit Lines Newsletter 



IH Credit Union - Credit Lines Newsletter 

5 Child Stars That Found Success Outside of
Hollywood
Find out what these young actors did after Hollywood

Being a child star in Hollywood isn’t as easy as it seems. Aside from the grueling schedules that films
and TV shows demand on these young actors, the profession has occasionally been known to lead
otherwise normal children to lives of addiction and loneliness. A rare few child stars manage to turn
their first gigs into lifelong careers, but most vanish into obscurity while chasing remnants of the
spotlight. There are some, however, who willingly leave acting to pursue other passions and end up
finding success in their own ways.

Mara Wilson

Mara Wilson, 28, is probably best
known for her lead role in “Matilda”
(1996), but cinephiles will also
recognize her from films such as
“Miracle on 34th Street” (1994) and
“Mrs. Doubtfire” (1993). Though
she was a promising young
actress, she left the business in
2000 and wrote in a 2012 blog post
that “film acting is not very fun.”
Instead, The Richest reports that
Wilson now regularly contributes to
the nonprofit organization
Publicolor, and is actively pursuing
a career as a young adult novelist,
which seems almost too fitting
given her character’s fascination
with literature in “Matilda.”

Jeff Cohen

Though forty-one-year-old Jeff Cohen guest starred in a number of TV shows, he is most famously
remembered as Chunk in “The Goonies,” a 1985 coming-of-age tale that sends a group of kids on a
quest for hidden treasure. This film and Cohen’s other cinematic ventures often poked fun at his
weight, so he eventually joined his high school football team to shed some pounds. In doing so, he
abandoned his budding acting career. Now, Cohen is a highly successful entertainment lawyer based
out of Hollywood.

Rider Strong

In the 1990s, teen heartthrob Rider Strong, 35, played alongside Ben Savage as Corey Matthews’
best friend Shawn Hunter on the hit ABC comedy, “Boy Meets World.” While Strong has made film
and TV appearances since the show’s finale in 2000, including the spinoff “Girl Meets World” that is
currently produced by The Disney Channel, he has mostly found success in other ways. For example,
in 2008, Strong, his brother and his girlfriend submitted a commercial to MoveOn.org in support of
presidential candidate Barack Obama; the ad was aired on MTV and Comedy Central. Business
Insider also reports that Strong studied at Columbia and now runs a literary podcast and blog, dubbed
Literary Disco.

Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen

The Olsen twins, 29, became Hollywood sensations as infants when they were cast to play Michelle
Tanner (they shared the role) in “Full House.” They went on to star as individual characters in a
number of films during the 1990s, including “Double, Double Toil and Trouble” (1993), “How the West
Was Fun” (1994) and “It Takes Two” (1995). As they aged, the fraternal twins starred in fewer
movies—“New York Minute” (2004) was their last big hit—but they still managed to find success with
their own fashion label, according to the Daily Mail. In fact, the two have an estimated worth of $100
million.







Shirley Temple

Shirley Temple Black (1928 – 2014), known famously as Shirley Temple, was arguably the first “child
star” to find success outside of Hollywood. After singing her way into the nation’s heart in films such
as “Heidi” (1937) and “The Little Princess” (1939), Temple moved into the political arena. She first ran
for Congress in 1967 but failed, so she then sought out roles in foreign service. Eventually, Temple
served as the United States Ambassador to Ghana (1974 – 1976) and the Ambassador to
Czechoslovakia (1989 – 1992), according to Time.

While not all beloved child stars go on to make movies and star in TV shows regularly in their
adulthood, many do lead successful lives outside of Hollywood. To them, success is not measured by
the number of films they star in but perhaps by the fulfillment of some other passion.
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