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Best Apps for Investing
For pros or beginners, the best ways to manage investing on the go

Thinking about becoming an investor, or want to make investing easier? There’s an app for that.
There’s several, actually, and if used wisely, they can help anyone from big brokerages to small
start-ups find success in their investing endeavors. 

 

The following apps are available for Apple and Android devices (or both) and best of all, it won’t cost
you a thing! Check out these five best apps for investors:

Acorns 

Investors can link their credit
and debit cards, so that
whenever they make a
purchase, the app rounds up
the change and invests the
difference into a diversified
portfolio of index funds. The
best part about Acorns is
that no matter how much
money you have, you can
still make small-dollar
investments in a fast,
stress-free way. 

 

"Acorns is designed for new
and experienced investors
who want a quick, easy, and
automatic way to invest their
money," said Jeff
Cruttenden, co-founder and
COO of Acorns. "People can
get started in seconds; then
set it and forget it." 

 

Note: While the app itself is free, Acorns charges $1 a month for accounts under $5,000 and 0.25
percent of your annual assets for accounts over $5,000.

 

Robinhood

Don’t you wish you can buy and sell stocks for free? Now you can. As one of the easiest ways to
invest in stocks, Robinhood allows users to view real-time market data and quotes, create their own
personalized watch list and perform trades, all with just a click of your fingers. It’s also very secure,
requiring users to create a Touch ID or custom PIN code for their account. 

 

Openfolio 

Share your portfolios’ holdings with your followers, which can be anyone from your friends to
colleagues and financial professionals. The holdings are given in a percentage instead of a dollar
amount, so no one knows your actual worth. Sharing holding information can help you take note from
other investors’ portfolios, especially the people you admire and trust (not to compare and judge each
other!). 







 

“If surrounding yourself with a network of smart investors makes you a more confident investor,
maybe that’s a good thing,” says Grant Easterbrook, a former financial analyst at Corporate Insight.
“But you probably shouldn’t be trying to copy hedge fund strategies.”

 

SigFig Investing 

Wondering where you stand in the grand scheme of things? One of the best ways to manage your
brokerage accounts, the SigFig Investing app links all of your existing investing accounts and tells you
where you are in terms of breaking industry news. View your stocks’ performance, allocation, risk and
more with a simple tap of a button. 

 

Bloomberg 

This is a great app to keep you updated on the latest financial news, as well as real-time stock tickers
for major and minor stock exchanges. You can even get personalized news on the companies that
you’re watching to help you make smart financial decisions. In addition, Bloomberg allows you to
customize your own stocks and see where you stand in the market. 

 

Check out these, and tons of other awesome apps, and be on your way to better investing. After all,
isn’t getting you to invest more what’s important?
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Best and Worst Majors for a Future Career
Find out what majors will help you later in life

If you’re looking to earn your bachelor’s degree, then you might be thinking about what to pursue. It
turns out that some majors might be better equipped to get you a job in the future and help you earn
more — while some majors won’t always put you on the path you were hoping for.

 

So before committing to a major, it’s important to do your homework and make sure it’s one that will
give you the most benefit. Here are the best college majors when planning for the future and
alternatives for the not-so-great ones:

Best

Nursing - Salaries for registered nurses begin at a median of $55,400, with a 10-year job growth of
19.4 percent, not to mention nursing professions will expand at nearly twice the national average rate
by 2022. Why? 

 

“More elderly people will lead to a greater demand for health care,” says Matt Sigelman, CEO of
Burning Glass Technologies. And if you go on to get a master’s degree, you can qualify to become a
nurse practitioner, which
earns a median salary of
$89,960.  

Computer science -
Getting hired right after
graduation as an information
security analyst or software
developer won’t likely be an
issue for you, with a
whopping 2,078,624 annual
online job postings. Grads
who major in computer
science typically begin at a
salary of nearly $60,000 and
work for some of the world’s
fastest-growing industries.
There’s also lots of room for
growth, with a 36.5 percent
projected 10 year job
growth. 

Actuarial mathematics - 
Actuaries typically start with
a salary of around $58,700
and by mid-career are up to
$120,000. In addition, actuaries are able to work manageable hours, with only three out of 10 working
more than 40 hours a week. Most people who enjoy math will choose math as their major, but
actuarial mathematics might be a better path to a job requiring skills in math, statistics, probability and
finance.

 

Civil engineering - As one of the most in-demand job opportunities (with 259,495 online job postings
a year), civil engineers start with a salary close to a respectable $55,000, and increase vastly from
there. Civil engineering majors must enjoy math and science, as the career includes designing and
supervising large construction projects, from airports to sewer systems and tunnels.







Finance - “There will always be demand for people who know finance,” says Sigelman. “But the
emergence of big data has also made finance majors sought-after for a wide range of jobs involving
analytics.” Sought after is right, with the annual online job postings being 1,181,973. The income is
respectable, too, with the median salary being $67,520 and the top 10 percent of advisors earning
more than $187,200.  

Worst

Art history - With a degree in art history, you’ll likely earn an annual salary between $35,000 and
$40,000. If you have a passion for art, a better bet might be to major in art education, and later get a
master’s degree, which would qualify you for a postsecondary art teacher career, which has an
average salary of $62,160. And that would make you the highest-paying non-administrative job in the
art industry.

Horticulture - There’s not a big demand for experts in this field, with under 400 annual online job
postings. Plus, the average starting salary comes in at $35,900, with a projected 10-year job growth
of 19.3 percent. If you’ve always dreamed of a career in plant layout and are an expert in greenery, a
major in landscape architecture might work better to your advantage. Landscape architects earn a
median salary of $64,180 with a job growth rate of 14.3 percent.

Social work -  “Those who choose [social work] as a major should know that it tends to be an
underfunded side of the economy,” says Sigelman. With the starting salary being around $33,000, it’s
definitely a needed and rewarding profession. A public administration major, though, might offer more
opportunities at a higher income. 

Photography - A photographer begins with an average starting salary of $36,200, and only has a
projected 10-year growth of 4.3 percent. If you have a passion for photography, take a few
photography classes, but major in film production. There are many professional photographers who
can be successful with a high school diploma, but holding a film production major means your
mid-career salary will be around $71,000, and you still get that time behind the camera. 

Biblical studies - A bachelor’s degree alone in this major will net you around $50,000 mid-career,
only increasing about $15,000 from the average starting salary. It might be a good idea to get a
masters to become a philosophy or religious studies teacher, which is a solid career, but if you're
looking to begin a career right after graduating from undergrad, philosophy might be a more
reasonable major. 

 

Regardless of what you choose, let us help you with the financing.
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Should You Forgo a Small Damage Claim?
Why it may be worth the sacrifice to pay for home damage out of
pocket

A study by InsuranceQuotes.com found that filing just one homeowner’s insurance claim boosts
annual premiums by a national average of nine percent, up to 30-plus percent depending on your
location. That noted, it’s not always worth it for you to file that claim. Below are some basic rules of
thumb to gauge whether or not to file, shared by MarketWatch personal finance columnist Jennifer
Waters. 

 

Don’t file a claim if:

The claim is bigger than the deductible — in large part because it won’t be covered. Also
consider that you’ll be putting the claim on your insurance record (and in the shared
Comprehensive Loss Underwriting Exchange, or CLUE, database), and it will stay there for
three to seven years. Carefully consider the risk-reward profile.

“Before filing a
claim,
estimate how
much your
potential
settlement
would exceed
your
deductible.
Then compare
that to the

potential rate increase,” recommended Kimberly Lankford of Kiplinger’s Personal
Finance. 

You may not be covered by the claim. After heavy rains and hurricanes, many homeowners
mistakenly think they have flood insurance, although traditional homeowner’s insurance does
not cover water damage caused by floods. That comes in the form of separate coverage
underwritten by the federal government through the National Flood Insurance Program. 

“But guess what? If you file a claim with your insurance company for something that isn’t
covered, the claim itself doesn’t go away,” Waters said. 

You file claims often. If you’re a consistent claimant, you’re considered high-risk and you will
get slammed on rates. It is not unusual for a homeowner to file two claims in a 10-year period,
but the same number of claims within a three-year timespan will set off the alarms at insurance







companies. 

It’s really more of a home-maintenance project. If your fence is rotting so much that you know
that one big storm will blow it over, budget the household finances for a new fence. It’s another
one of those ‘risk versus reward’ situations. On the plus side, better maintained homes
generally get better premiums. 

Many of the same rules apply, in some form, to an auto insurance claim. If you have an accident, or
even a moving violation, on your record already, skip the small claim. 

 

“Auto insurers quote you rates based on the kind of driver you seem to be,” wrote Selena Maranjian of
Daily Finance. 

 

Furthermore, if an auto insurance claim will pay out little more than your deductible, you may want to
eat the cost of the damage (or raise your deductible). Finally, akin to the home-maintenance rule, if
you could have prevented the damage, insurance will not cover your claim. 

 

“Negligence is not reimbursable,” said Maranjian.

You will want to remain informed about the items on your CLUE report, just as you would a credit
report. As a consumer, you are able to request a copy of your CLUE report, and Waters suggests you
do so at least once a year to check for accuracy or unrelated information that could inflate your rates.
Also, if you would like to research how much a claim will raise your homeowner’s insurance rates in
your state, you can see the InsuranceQuotes.com study at www.insurancequotes.com/home.
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Selling Your Business for Retirement
Can you finance your retirement through the sale of your business?

Business owners’ personal lives - their goals and hopes - are typically so immersed with their business
that they can hardly imagine being retired. Whether or not your daydreams of making the next big
business deal have been replaced by daydreams of spending your days relaxing at home, retirement
is a reality. 

 

If you are wondering if you can finance your retirement by selling your business, you need to split the
question into two parts. The first part deals with your retirement. It’s necessary to determine the
minimum amount of money you need to retire and make important determinations about the lifestyle
you want to have and how much that lifestyle will cost. 

 

The second part of the equation is your business. It is necessary to find the best strategies for
maximizing the sale of your business and then estimate how much you can get from it. With those two
parts in place, you will have a clear estimate of how much of your retirement can be funded by the
sale of your business, and how much needs to be accounted for through other retirement savings
plans. 

 

First, estimate your
retirement income. This can
include trusts, pensions,
part-time work and more. In
order to be conservative, it’s
wise not to include Social
Security in your calculation,
particularly if you aren’t
retiring in the next 15 years
or so. This is because of the
ever-changing structure and
status of Social Security
benefits. 

 

Next, calculate your annual
expenses, which you can
base off what you spend
now.  Don’t forget that some
major expenses won’t exist
in retirement, especially if
you pay off your mortgage
or downsize your home prior to retiring.  

 

Keep in mind that you won’t simply be able to spend the same amount each year of retirement, due to
inflation. Your retirement needs will also depend upon the age at which you plan to retire, which you
can adjust if you find your nest egg is insufficient to cover your desired retirement lifestyle. 

 

Once you’ve determined how much you need each year, speaking with a financial advisor can give
you the best approximation of how much you need to retire comfortably. This figure will never be set
in stone because it is impossible to see into the future to know how the economy will be, how your
investments will perform or even how long you will live. 







 

When you have that overall number, you can subtract your expected retirement income to arrive at the
number you will need to gain from the sale of your business. If that number seems much higher than
you expect you could get from the sale of your business today, don’t dismay. You can use that
number to make your business more appealing to buyers and work toward your target as you near
retirement age. 

 

“A good business broker or other financial professional will be able to give you an idea of what your
business will have to look like to fetch the price you need,” according to Doug and Polly White,
contributors to Entrepreneur. “You should consider things such as revenue, profitability, management
structure and prospects for the future.”

 

You can work with your financial advisor to make a plan to improve your business in a way that will
get you to the number you need. Spending a few years preparing your business for the sale can make
a tremendous difference in your selling price. This is partly due to the fact that buyers want
businesses with actualized and measurable success and not just the potential for growth.
Furthermore, past success is generally not a strong selling point. So if your business is in a slump, it
may be best to wait to sell. 

 

“Buyers are interested in recent performance (usually the last 12 months) and future sustainability and
viability, especially if you operate in a dynamic space (such as with websites),” states Thomas Smale,
contributor to Entrepreneur.

 

It is important to show proof for all revenue claims, but also be aware that profits are more important
than revenue when you are selling. Smale describes that, “Experienced business buyers want to see
profit numbers, not revenue.”  

 

Last, make sure to evaluate your progress every few years and also recalculate your retirement needs
to make sure the numbers still add up. 
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Loan Co-Signing
What to know before you agree to co-sign a loan

Loan co-signing is a highly charged topic. On one hand, many people who co-sign loans are asked by
close family members, so they may feel obligated and don’t think twice before putting pen to paper. 

 

As with any financial decision, it is best to put aside the emotions and look at the facts. You aren’t
being a bad family member if you say you need to think about it before agreeing, and you don’t have to
say no just because you’ve heard the horror stories. The following information will help you think
critically about co-signing so you can start determining what choice is best for you.

 

It is reasonable to take co-signing a loan very seriously because there are serious repercussions if the
person who took out the loan can’t pay. Many people look at the task of loan co-signing as simply
acting as a character witness. They have good credit and know that a financial institution trusts them
with loans, and by co-signing, they are making it clear that they trust the person they co-sign for. 

 

This is a dangerous way to
think about the process,
however, because you
aren’t simply helping the
financial institution make a
decision about the borrower.
Lenders don’t care about
your opinion, they only care
that there is someone who
will definitely be able to pay.
Be sure you understand that
you aren’t just adding your
credibility to the loan
agreement, you are actually
lending your assets. 

 

When you co-sign, you are
agreeing to pay for the loan,
as well as any fees,
penalties and other
associated costs if the other
party cannot. Depending on
the specific loan and the
state you live in, the lender
may even take legal action against you if the loan is in default before attempting to collect from the
other party. While this is a scary idea, it makes sense because the co-signer is the one most likely to
be able to pay, and the financial institution doesn't want to waste their time pursuing someone who
has already demonstrated an inability to pay. 

 

“By co-signing, you take on all the risk if the loan is not repaid but may only see a modest
improvement to your credit score,” states Justin Harelik from Bankrate. “Even worse, the person who
you helped most likely has bad credit. So he or she does not care whether another negative mark
appears on his or her credit report. Needless to say, you have much more to lose.”

 

Even if you completely trust the person you agree to co-sign for, there are circumstances that can







change your relationship in unexpected ways, so you must be fully prepared to pay when you co-sign.
Divorce is an obvious example of good relationships gone wrong, but even co-signing for your
children carries risks. There have been many tragic incidents of parents who are left to pay back
student loans they co-signed prior to their child’s incapacitation or death. In some cases, financial
institutions will negotiate or dismiss loans if a tragic death is involved, but you can’t count on that
happening.

 

Now that you’ve fully considered the seriousness of the subject and the potential consequences, it is
important to note that the big risks do indeed confer big rewards on the person you help, so you
shouldn’t just say no automatically. Many people would be unable to further their education, get a car
or a mortgage without a co-signer and many co-signers never end up paying a dime.

 

If you would be able to pay in an emergency (this is non-negotiable), and you want to help the other
person, there are things you can do to make co-signing safer. First of all, if you are co-signing loans
for a child, they can take out a life insurance policy with you as the beneficiary. So, if a tragedy does
occur, you have a means of repayment that doesn’t drain your bank account. 

 

You should also speak with the lender to determine the exact amount you might owe, so you can be
prepared. You can also try to negotiate the terms so that you are only liable for the principal and not
fees and penalties, for example.

 

“If you're co-signing for a purchase, make sure you get copies of all important papers, like the loan
contract, the Truth-in-Lending Disclosure Statement, and warranties,” recommends the Federal Trade
Commission’s website. “Ask the creditor to agree, in writing, to notify you if the borrower misses a
payment or the terms on the loan change. That will give you time to deal with the problem or make
back payments without having to repay the entire amount immediately.”

 

Last, make sure you realize that co-signing becomes part of your finances. This means it may impact
your ability to take out a loan for yourself. So, if you plan to buy a vacation home or take out another
large loan in the future, co-signing may not be feasible even if all the other pieces of the puzzle look
good. 
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Best Vehicles for Summer
The open road and warm weather form a fantastic duo

The warmer weather is here, which can only mean one thing: summer vacation road trips! Whether
you’re going out with friends or with the whole family, having the right vehicle can make all the
difference.

 

2015 Chevrolet Camaro Convertible

What’s better than driving down the highway in an American icon that won’t break the bank? The 2015
Camaro Convertible is the epitome of affordable performance and it starts at an MSRP of $23,705.
Power comes from a 323 hp V6 engine, or an available V8 engine that bumps the power up to 426
horses. For those who demand even more, the Camaro ZL1 uses a supercharged 6.2-liter V8 for a
pavement torching 580 horsepower. A nine-speaker Boston Acoustics audio system, Chevrolet
MyLink and the safety and security of OnStar vehicle telematics are all on hand to keep you
connected. AutoTrader added, "For those interested in big off-the-line acceleration and burnout
potential combined with sharp handling skills and respectable fuel economy, the 2015 Camaro
delivers it all. It almost sounds too good to be true.”

 

2015 Jeep Wrangler

The Jeep Wrangler is among the most recognized vehicles on the road today and its fan base is a
rabid one with good reason. Recent accolades include being named to KBB.com’s “10 Coolest Cars
Under $25,000," who also gave it a “Best Resale Value Award." 

 

Starting at an MSRP of $22,795, the 2015 Wrangler adds even more equipment including an
improved sound system, and a new toolkit to help remove the roof, doors and bumper, making the
Wrangler the ultimate off-road companion. Just think of the memories you’ll make when roads aren’t
your boundary.  If you need more room, the four-door Wrangler Unlimited is also available.  

 

"With roots going all the way back to the Willy’s ‘Jeep’ used during WWII, the iconic Jeep Wrangler is
one of the purest and most capable SUVs on the market today,” according to Left Lane News.

 

2015 Chrysler 300

Sitting in the lap of luxury is
a great way to make any trip
more memorable, and the
300 is a great choice with
stand out design, impressive
performance, solid fuel
efficiency and heaps of
luxury amenities. Aside from
the most powerful V6 engine
in its class and an available
V8 engine that pushes over
360 horsepower and nearly
400 lb/ft of torque, the 300 is
available with features like
Poltrona Frau leather, the
Uconnect infotainment







system with the largest
touchscreen in its class and
an incredible 19-speaker
audio system by
harman/kardon. There are
also over 80 safety and
security features. 

 

Cars.com noted, “The 2015 Chrysler 300's attention-grabbing styling, elegant interior and composed
road manners convey an overall classiness that rivals other large sedans."  

 

2015 Kia Sedona

The Sedona is all-new for 2015 and it features a design like nothing else in the segment, sporting a
blend of crossover and minivan. A recent winner of Motor Trend’s “Minivan Big Test” where the
Sedona toppled the Honda Odyssey, Toyota Sienna and Chrysler Town & Country. The Sedona was
also named the 2015 AutoBytel Van/Minivan of the Year. The newest Sedona sports some of the
most impressive features you can find in a minivan including first-class lounge seating, a heated
steering wheel, UVO infotainment system and an Infinity audio system. You’ll also find seating for up
to eight passengers, and up to 142 cubic feet of cargo capacity, so even a cross-country road trip with
the family is attainable.

 

Regardless of what you choose, the right financing is only a phone call away. Or simply stop by and
let us get you on your way to making memories this summer.

IH Credit Union • 937-390-1800 • http://www.ihcreditunion.com/ 

IH Credit Union - Credit Lines Newsletter 



IH Credit Union - Credit Lines Newsletter 

Random Acts of Kindness Ideas
Make someone else’s day — and yours!

They say kindness is contagious. The more nice things you do for others, the more that makes others
prone to do the same. That said, what goes around comes around — performing random acts of
kindness upon others can make you happier, too, over the long haul.
 

“People who engage in kind acts become happier over time,” says Sonja Lyubomirsky, Ph.D., a
professor of psychology at the University of California, Riverside. “When you are kind to others, you
feel good as a person—more moral, optimistic and positive.”

 

So, where do you start? Here are some ideas on ways you can make someone’s day that much better
— and yours as well.

Treat the next person in line - Standing in line for your lunch or sitting in a drive-through? Buy
something for the person in line behind you. Knowing that you will make a stranger’s day better can
help you have a better day, too, and likely make them pass on another act of kindness to someone
else. If you’re feeling extra
generous, you can buy
multiple people’s orders. 

 

Volunteer – You can
choose to volunteer at a
food bank, a neighborhood
cleanup, or you can even be
a chaperone on your child’s
trip. No matter where you
choose to volunteer your
time, you’re bound to feel
great, and help others feel
the same for donating your
time to them. In fact,
science proves this to be
true.

 

“People who volunteer tend
to have higher self-esteem,
psychological well-being,
and happiness,” says Mark
Snyder, a psychologist and
head of the Center for the Study of the Individual and Society at the University of Minnesota. ”All of
these things go up as their feelings of social connectedness goes up, which in reality, it does. It also
improves their health and even their longevity.”

Leave money in random places - For example, place change in the gumball dispenser so the next
person who uses it gets it free. Or tape a dollar or two to the office vending machine with a note
stating that “The next snack’s on me!” Whoever is next to purchase their snack will no doubt be put in
a better mood, and you’ll feel better knowing you helped someone with just a few bucks and some
creativity. 

Don’t skimp on compliments - It’s the easiest way to brighten someone’s day, and doesn’t cost you
a thing, nor requires a lot of effort. If you can find something to compliment — whether it’s someone’s
outfit, their new haircut, how well their presentation went — then let that person know. Even the
smallest comments of praise can make someone smile, and make you feel better about your own self.







smallest comments of praise can make someone smile, and make you feel better about your own self.

Give thanks - Community life-saving professionals, like police officers and fire fighters, often don’t get
the thanks they deserve. It’s important to take a moment and think about all they’ve done in the past
and present, and tell them how appreciative you are of their work, be it a phone call, letter or email.
These people risk their lives to save others every day, and offering a simple “thanks” can mean all the
difference. In addition, you can also thank your family, friends and other loved ones if they’ve recently
done something you’re grateful for.

 

Kindness really is contagious after all, so get out there today and make a positive difference.
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Your Wedding Attire Guide
Clueless about what to wear to a wedding? Help is on the way

It’s officially wedding season! Not only are there tons of decisions that the bride and groom have to
make before their big day, guests often have their fair share of choices to make as well — like what to
wear.

 

Sometimes, figuring out the type of attire to wear to a wedding is the hardest part about the entire the
day. But it’s important not to burden the to-wed couple before their big day.

 

Instead, take a look at their invitation or wedding website, which will likely list the type of wedding
dress code the affair will be — from black tie formal affairs to the casual experiences. But what do all
those terms mean? Find out here:

 

Black Tie
Typically for weddings held
in the evening, black tie is
the second most formal
wedding attire suggestion.

Women: A long cocktail
dress or evening gown. Like
white tie, the dress should
preferably be in a classic,
neutral color such as black,
beige, brown or navy blue.

 

“If you’re attending a
black-tie wedding, it’s
particularly important to go
long and whatever you do,
don’t wear a super short,
leggy cocktail dress,” says
Jamie Miles, TheKnot.com’s
assistant managing editor.
“You don’t want to steal
attention from the bride, or
show too much skin in the
formal photos.”

Men: A tuxedo including a black bow tie, cummerbund and black, patent leather shoes.

White Tie
The most formal of all weddings, white tie attire isn’t common among everyday brides and grooms. In
fact, it’s typically the type of attire worn to state dinners or even the Oscars. However, it’s still
important to know what to wear in case the occasion arises.

Men: A tuxedo including a long black jacket with tails, a white pique vest, a bow tie and optional white
gloves for dancing. Shoes would be formal and black in color.











Women: A long ball gown, preferably in a classic, neutral color such as black, beige, brown or navy
blue. Makeup, hair and jewelry should be glamorous and chic.

Formal/Black Tie Optional
This phrasing means the wedding is slightly more informal than black tie, but the latter’s attire can still
be fitting.

Men: While a tuxedo isn’t required, it’s still appropriate to wear one if you’d like. If not, a formal dark
suit and tie will work just fine.

Women: Options include a long formal dress, a formal cocktail-length dress or even an elegant suit.

 

Beach Formal
Beach weddings get a rep of being casual, so “beach formal” is usually used when the wedding is held
on a beach or beach atmosphere, but is intended to be more formal (think sparkling sand, blue waters
and charming sunsets).

Men: A summer suit with a linen shirt, linen pants or khakis and sandals. Ties are not required.

Women: A summer sundress or maxi dress with sandals or wedges. While dolling up hair and makeup
is perfectly fine, women can also opt to wear their hair naturally, sans makeup.

Casual
While “casual” doesn’t mean it’s appropriate to break out the jeans and tank tops, it is the most
informal of all wedding attire wording.

Men: Dress pants or khakis with a button-down shirt.

Women: A sundress, a casual blouse and skirt, or even nice fabric pants. For shoes, opt for dressy
sandals or wedges.

 

Some other wedding attire rules to keep in mind:

Stay away from white. “Don’t take any chances wearing a white dress (no matter how casual
it is), unless the bride specifically asks guests to wear white,” says Ivy Jacobson, an assistant
editor at TheKnot.com. “Save it for another fabulous summer party!” Women should also avoid
wearing anything close to white, like ivory, beige or champagne.

Keep it PG. Be wary of showing off too much skin. Think of it this way: If you’d wear it to a club,
it’s probably not wedding appropriate.

“[Your outfit] can have one sexy element like a plunging neckline, short hemline, cut out, low
back, or a body con fit, but no more than one,” says Simone Hill, TheKnot.com’s assistant
editor. “It’s a different story if you’re hitting the club, but a wedding is not the club no matter
how low you’re planning to get on the dance floor.”
 
Note the location. While wedding attire wording is the best way to determine what to wear,
you should also take into account where the ceremony is being held for more clues.

“If the ceremony is at a church, you’ll need a pashmina to tone down your barely-there
backless dress,” says Lauren Kay, The Knot’s style editor.  

Follow these helpful suggestions and you’ll look better than ever at your next wedding.
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Your Next Luxurious Getaway: York Harbor, Maine 
If you’re looking for a serene and beautiful vacation, York Harbor is
your destination 

If your idea of the perfect luxurious escape consists of beaches, upscale lodging and excellent cuisine,
then York Harbor, Maine is the perfect place to get away. Known for its classic elegance, charm and
beautiful views, York Harbor has everything you need for the perfect luxury vacation. 

 

Where to stay

 

Book your stay at one of the
many top-notch hotels, like
the York Harbor Inn, which
was deemed Country Living
Magazines’ "Inn of the
Month” and has been
featured on Travel
Channel’s “Great Country
Inns.” Rooms at the inn
dazzle with Maine charm,
and come equipped with
fireplaces, a Jacuzzi spa tub,
and a deck, not to mention
breathtaking ocean views.
Eat in the dining room of the
1637 Restaurant, or check
out the Tavern Bar and Tap
Room or The Pub, both of
which have live
entertainment most nights.
In addition, the York Harbor
Inn has an outdoor tub open
all year round.

 

Another option is for lodging includes the Stage Neck Inn, which holds a number of deluxe guest
rooms with views of either the garden, beach, harbor or ocean. If you’re not walking to the beach,
there’s plenty to do at the hotel. Hit up the day spa, swim in both the indoor and outdoor pools, play
tennis or indulge in its luxurious fine dining accommodations. 

 

Where to eat

 

Speaking of restaurants, the Dockside Restaurant is a must visit for foodies. Feast on local, organic
foods while you take in some of the best views of one of the many beautiful harbors in Maine. There’s
also the Central Restaurant & Bar, famous for casual American cuisine with a twist. Head over for
lunch, dinner, or just for small plates, dessert or drinks. 

 

The Union Grill at Union Bluff is another classic restaurant in the area, featuring a delicious upscale
American bistro style menu. Choose from a wealth of delicious local seafood, from lobster ravioli to
grilled Atlantic swordfish and pan-seared haddock, plus other options like filet mignon and rack of
lamb. They have an extensive breakfast menu as well. 







 

What to do

 

During your stay in York Harbor, you’ll want to head over to Cape Neddick Light, the infamous 41-foot
lighthouse dedicated by the U.S. Lighthouse Service that has been in use since 1879. One of the
most classic examples of a lighthouse, Cape Neddick Light is voted number one on the top things to
do in York, Maine, according to TripAdvisor. 

 

Other relaxing activities on your trip can include taking a stroll along Wiggley Bridge Walk or
Fisherman’s Walk, as you take in the stunning views of York River. Once you hit the Stage Neck Inn,
continue straight on to the beach, where you’ll pick up the trail for Cliff Walk. 

 

Of course, what’s a trip to York Harbor without a visit to the beach or filled with water activities? York
Harbor Beach is one of the main beaches in the state, nestled along a rocky shoreline and in close
vicinity of shops and restaurants. You could also relax on the other beaches in the area or take part
in lively water activities. Rent a kayak from Excursions, take a sea kayak, or bike adventure along the
coast of Maine with Harbor Adventures.

 

If boating is more your style, you can find boating and marine supplies at York Harbor Marine Services
on Harris Island. Take a scenic cruise or head out for some deep sea fishing on the Bigger 'n Better
Sportfishing Charter Boat, Shearwater Charters or Rip Tide Charters. 

 

No matter what you do, where you stay or where you dine, a visit to York Harbor Maine is the recipe
for the perfect escape. Start planning your trip today. 
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Green Summer Camps
Sign your kids up for ecological responsibility

Summer camps are great for both kids and their parents. Why not send them to a summer camp that
does all that, as well as teaches them about eco-friendly living? Here are five great camps across
North America that incorporate fun with teaching sustainable living.

 

Plantation Farm Camp (California)

 

This certified green overnight camp is located in Cazadero, on the northern Sonoma County coast.
Established in 1952, this 500-acre co-ed, traditional camp hosts children ages 8 to 17. Campers learn
what it’s like to live on a sustainable farm and how to care for animals, milk cows, tend a garden,
compost and feed pigs. The camp emphasizes living responsibly in an environmental way — using
minimal resources and maximizing time spent outdoors. Plantation Farm also offers similar camps in
the winter and spring at discounted rates. For more information, visit http://plantationcamp.com.

 

Gwynn Valley (North
Carolina)   

 

For kids in kindergarten
through eighth grade, this
320-acre overnight camp in
Brevard has been around
since 1935.

 

“Mary Gwynn created (the)
camp based on the values
of simplicity, acceptance, a
non-competitive program
and an appreciation of the
natural world,” according to
the camp’s website. “These
values are still embraced by
Gwynn Valley today.”

 

Campers gather eggs, grow
popcorn and learn about the
web of life in order to foster
a connection with the land. Not only does Gwynn Valley recycle, compost, use compact fluorescent
lighting and have low-flow shower heads, but they also serve 70 percent homegrown food from its
own farm and heat 70 percent of the camp’s hot water with fallen or dead trees found on the
property. For more information, visit http://www.gwynnvalley.com.

 

Eden Village Camp (New York)

 

In Putnam Valley near the Appalachian Trail, you will find Eden Village. This non-profit Jewish
environmental overnight camp for third- to 12th-graders teaches up-to-date sustainable habits. On 248
acres, the camp has a zero-waste goal and serves only organic kosher food, mostly from its farm. It







also runs on solar power and biodiesel. Campers take part in organic farming, wilderness adventures,
natural science and animal care, as well as helping to build and renovate cob ovens, straw bale huts
and rainwater catchment systems. For more information, visit http://edenvillagecamp.org.

 

Camp Kawartha (Ontario, Canada)

 

This environmental education center in Lakefield proves that instilling the importance of green living is
important worldwide. Campers’ sessions focus on creating a caring and motivated youth and inspiring
environmental leadership. The camp offers day and overnight camp for kids ages 5-17, plus more
than 80 curriculum-based programs. The center is home to one of Canada’s most eco-friendly
buildings — it has straw bale and hemp walls, solar power, a wetland water treatment system and a
living roof — and a straw bale solar greenhouse. For more information, visit http://campkawartha.ca.

 

Audubon summer day camps (Nationwide)

 

All across the nation, state chapters of the National Audubon Society host day or overnight camps led
by environmental educators that help kids discover nature and teach them about conservation. 

 

For example, the overnight summer camp at Wildwood in southern New Hampshire gives participants
the chance to explore the environment while gaining a greater respect for nature and our role in
maintaining it. For more information, and to find an Audubon Society near you, visit
http://www.audubon.org.

 

Summer camps are all about getting active outdoors, but not all of them practice environmentalism.
Finding a camp that boasts solar power, green architecture, sustainable farms and organic gardens,
plus teaches future generations is a great way to teach children how to live a green life.
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