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Stepping up to a fresh new name and logo!

We are excited to announce that we have a new name and a new
logo! We launched a contest asking members for suggestions for
a new name in August of 2014. We hoped to come up with a
name that reflected the rich history of the credit union, but that
would assist the credit union with future growth. Our thought was
that the current name suggests that you still have to be an
employee of International Harvester to bank with the credit union.
We received hundreds of responses, and it was decided to
officially change the name to IH Credit Union.

Along with our new name comes a fresh new logo. You will begin
to see the updated logo on all of our office signage, as well as all
of our brochures and stationery. Our web address will be
changing to ihcreditunion.com, but you will automatically be
redirected to the new site from our current site. The look of our
website will also be changing to reflect our new look. The change
will not be happening all at once, but we plan to transition from
the old logo to the new as quickly as possible.

Our goal in this change is to honor our history while we begin to
build a brighter future!
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How to Choose Life Insurance
The differences between permanent and term life insurance

Even though you know you need life insurance to save for the future and protect the financial security
of your family, you may not know which type is best for your current financial circumstances and the
needs of your family. This information can help you understand the basic differences between term
and permanent life policies. 

 

“The wrong kind of life insurance can do more damage to your financial plans than just about any
other financial product today,” according to Ginger Applegarth from MSN Money. This is why it’s
especially important to carefully decide which type of life insurance you purchase.

Term life insurance provides coverage for a certain number of years. If the policyholder dies during
this time period, the plan pays out a death benefit. One disadvantage to this type of policy is that its
benefits are limited to its death benefit, so if you live longer than the policy length, there is no payout.
The main benefit to term life
insurance is its affordability.

 

“Term insurance can be a
good fit for younger
individuals and families, who
need protection against the
loss of income of a primary
earner for a stated period of
time, at an affordable cost,”
according to Daniel Solin
from the U.S. News. “For
many consumers, the only
way they can afford the
coverage they need, for the
time when they need it, is
through term life insurance.”

 

The other type of policy is a
permanent life policy, which
combines death benefits
with what is known as a
“cash value.” Because the
part of the premium that is placed into the cash value continues to grow due to earned interest or
dividends, the older a policy gets, the more it’s worth. Because permanent life policies include cash
value, they’re more expensive than term life plans with comparable death benefits. 

 

“According to independent insurance consultant Glenn Daily, permanent insurance can make sense
for consumers who need to create liquidity in order to pay projected federal estate taxes,” states Solin.
“He also recommends permanent insurance to those concerned about asset protection, where state
law provides that the cash value and death benefits of insurance policies are not subject to claims by
creditors.”

 

To sum up these differences, term life policies only benefit the families of people who die before the
policy runs out while permanent life policies benefit those who out-survive their plans, as well as the
families of those who don’t.







 

There are several different types of permanent life insurance, including universal life, whole life,
variable universal life, variable life and index-universal life. All of these plans are structured to invest
your premium in different ways, and they also have varying structures for payouts. 

 

Traditional whole life is a popular choice because it offers the most guarantees. The annual premium
and minimum cash values and death benefits are all guaranteed. This type of plan is good for more
conservative investors that have trouble saving. 

 

Universal life provides more flexibility with varying premiums each year. It may even be possible to
skip a year. 

 

“Universal life has maximum guaranteed premiums and minimum guaranteed cash values and death
benefits,” states Applegarth. “Instead of dividends, universal life policies earn interest at the credited
interest rate determined each year.”

 

At the least conservative end of the spectrum is variable life. Variable life provides the fewest
guarantees, but it makes up for that by giving investors the chance to make larger increases in their
cash value. There is no guaranteed cash value. 

 

“Daily, a fee-only insurance consultant, says that most clients who consult with him end up doing
something different than what they had originally planned,” states Solin. “He does not believe
consumers are getting the information they need to make an informed decision.”

 

This is why it’s important to discuss any questions you have about life insurance with your financial
institution. It’s a big decision that can have tremendous financial repercussions, so be sure that you’re
getting the right information by speaking with a professional. If you have any questions about life
insurance or other ways to save, please give us a call.
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Five Dealer Options to Skip When Buying a Car
Some options dealers will offer just aren’t worth it

In the market for a new car? Beware: It’s not uncommon for dealers to pitch consumers a variety of
add-ons that may not be worth the extra money. But seeing as how tight profit margins are these days
on new car sales, salespeople will commonly still try to push these deals. And while some may benefit
you, and could be worth the extra investment, others are best avoided.

 

Don’t go for these common dealer options when purchasing a car:

 

Rustproofing. While new
cars are no longer in need
of rustproofing and some
automakers eliminate the
factory corrosion-perforation
warranty if the car is
undercoated by a third party,
many dealers still promote
this option to car buyers.
However, most cars these
days already have top-notch
rustproofing. Many dealers,
however, are powerless to
promote it because they can
make a pretty penny on
these services. Depending
on a variety of factors,
undercoating applied by a
dealer can ring up your bill
an extra $200-$1,200. 

 

Paint protection. Paint
protective sealant delivers a
no-wax shine and a guard
against environmental factors, which can appeal to buyers because salespeople will make it sound
necessary, but it can cost drivers upward of $200. What’s more, many vehicles today are made with
durable paint finishes that uphold well from a simple wash and wax job. Plus, carmakers typically say
that you shouldn’t wax or seal the paint on a new car for a number of weeks or months. 

Fabric protection. Many dealers will offer fabric protection, which is a fancy way of explaining a spray
that they’ll apply to your car. This spray costs next to nothing for dealers, but many will charge $100 or
more for fabric protection. Experts claim that this spray isn’t something that’s necessary for your
vehicle satisfaction—and on the negative spectrum, contains chemicals that are probably not great to
be in contact with. Not only that, but nowadays, many cars come with interiors made of materials that
don’t require much care. "If you have a spill and wipe it up right away, you're really not going to have a
problem," says John Nielsen, national director of auto repair and buying at AAA, in Heathrow, FL. “If
you really need additional fabric protection, all you have to do is buy a bottle of Scotchgard."

VIN etching. This is when an adhesive plastic stencil of your vehicle’s vehicle identification number
(VIN) is created. The stencil is then used on a window to etch or burn the number into the glass. The
point of VIN etching: To protect against auto theft in that thieves aren’t able to profit from selling
windows or windshields or easily get rid of a stolen car. Although the process isn’t complex, VIN
etching can still run you around $150-$300. If you’re concerned at all, purchase a do-it-yourself kit,
which is priced around $20-$40 online.







which is priced around $20-$40 online.

Extended warranties. While this option offers all-around protection (except those components
typically replaced during routine maintenance), it can be costly; a basic policy can start around $1,000.
However, if you do your research and study the statistics, you’ll find that an extended warranty might
not be worth paying that much extra. A better place to spend the money, perhaps, is the required
recommended maintenance of your car, which is the best insurance you can buy to protect against
years of issues.

 

Purchasing a vehicle is big deal but looking for the right loan is easy. Just stop by today and let us
help you get the right financing for whatever vehicle you choose. 

IH Credit Union • 937-390-1800 • http://www.ihcreditunion.com/ 

IH Credit Union - Credit Lines Newsletter 



IH Credit Union - Credit Lines Newsletter 

Five Myths About Buying a Home
Ignore these common myths about home buying

Buying a home can be a difficult process to pin down. Is it always better to buy than rent? How much
do you really need to put down? To shed some light on this perplexing concept, here are some
common myths associated with it — debunked.

 

Myth #1: It makes more sense to buy a house than rent. 
Not always. While it’s true that buying a house helps people build equity over time, being a
homeowner comes with lots of other expenses that renting doesn’t necessarily bring. In addition, in
some cases, the first few years of paying the mortgage can result in only interest charges paid rather
than paying down the loan — and that means sometimes buyers might not have as much equity as
they think. It’s a good idea to evaluate your personal situation to see if buying is right for you instead
of basing it off what other people deem the right choice.  

 

Myth #2: You must put
down 20 percent.
Sure, putting down a 20
percent chunk of the home
is ideal, but you don’t
necessarily need that to
purchase a home.
Realistically, few people can
afford to do that. However,
when you put down less
than 20 percent, you’ll have
to pay private mortgage
insurance (PMI) until your
equity reaches 20 percent.
In addition, FHA and VA
programs typically only
require payments between
zero percent and 3.5 percent
when you qualify. And, some
lenders have even begun to
provide piggyback loans,
where those with strong
credit and low
debt-to-income ratios qualify
for a second loan toward the
down payment. 

Myth #3: Taxpayers can always write off the entire mortgage interest.
Most of the time, yes, people can use the interest they pay on their mortgage loan as a tax deduction,
but the value of it may not be as much as you’d hoped. 

 

“The value of the deduction is really just the extent that it plus other ‘itemized deductions,’ like state
and local taxes and charitable contributions exceed your standard deduction, which is currently $6,100
for individuals and $12,200 for married couples filing jointly,” explains Liz Davidson, CEO of Financial
Finesse, the leading provider of unbiased financial education for employers nationwide. “However, the
average mortgage interest rate in the U.S. is currently around 4.5 percent and the average loan
balance is just under $150,000. Even if the entire annual payment was interest, at $6,750 per year it
wouldn’t exceed the standard deduction for a married couple.”

 







Myth #4: You only need to save enough for a down payment. 
Having a secure down payment is a good start, but it’s also important to keep in mind closing costs,
which can be near 2-5 percent of your home’s purchase price. Also, many people buying homes tend
to want to fix up certain areas before moving in, including repairs or improvements. And don’t forget,
that house needs to be furnished. Perhaps most important, it’s wise to have enough money in the
bank to cover 3-6 months of expenses, in case an emergency or something else comes up.  

Myth #5: You don’t need to get a home inspection if the house appraises well. 
It’s great if the home appraisal goes well, but it’s an entirely different process than a home inspection.
While an appraisal estimates the home’s value, an inspection assesses the home’s condition. And
that means that even if your home appraises for the sale price or higher, there could potentially still be
unsafe elements or things that need to be repaired. The good news is that in some cases, buyers can
negotiate with the seller to have certain items fixed. So in general, it certainly pays to have your home
inspected, no matter whether the appraisal goes well.

 

Buying a home is one of the most costly things you will ever do, so make sure you do your research,
and be sure to contact us if you have any questions.
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Important 2015 Changes in Tax Laws
Tax law changes you need to know

Every year, changes are made to tax laws in the United States. Keeping up-to-date on these
important modifications can help you stay in the loop, which in turn can help you stay on top of your
financial situation and avoid any potential headaches.

 

Take note of these changes, which could affect you when you file your 2014 tax return:

 

FSAs
If you have a Health Flexible Spending Account (FSA), you know that it’s a great way to save pre-tax
money to put toward potential healthcare expenses. However, the funds must be used within a year,
and if it doesn’t get used, you lose it. In 2013, people were allowed to roll over $500 from an FSA
toward their new year plan. And now, if you carry over $500 into 2015, you will not be eligible to
participate in a Health Savings Account (HSA) in 2015. (Note: This is only relevant for people with
general FSAs, not specific ones such as dependent care or dental expenses.) “If you really want to
set up an HSA for 2015, it may be best not to carry forward those unused FSA amounts, even if it
means that you will lose
them,” advises Kevin Martin,
a tax attorney at The Tax
Institute at H&R Block.

 

Pell Grants
Because colleges typically
apply Pell Grants for tuition,
most of the time, students
will calculate the grant funds
toward eligible education
expenses. While that’s fine,
that amount will reduce the
expenses eligible to be used
to claim an education credit
like the American
Opportunity Credit. Now,
Pell Grants can be used for
living expenses, whether or
not the college applied the
grant to tuition and other
fees. The amount is also
counted as taxable income.
However, according to
Kristin Shaw, tax expert and editor of H&R Block's blog “Block Talk,” it may be worth it for students to
maximize the education credit. 

Unemployment benefits
For those without a job, unemployment benefits offer assistance during the period when finding a new
position. However, these unemployment benefits are taxable and reported using a W-2 and/or Form
1099-G. And recently, a U.S. Supreme Court ruled in favor that all supplemental unemployment
compensation paid by a previous employer to a laid-off employee will be taxable as wages. As a
result, social security taxes will need to be withheld from them.

Foster care
In the tax sense, foster care doesn’t mean an orphan child being placed with another family. Foster
care applies to you if you’re providing “non-skilled medical support services or care for a person, living
in your home, who has physical, mental, or emotional issues, and you receive payments from the







state or certified Medicaid provider,” says Shaw. Those payments can be excluded from your taxable
income, whether or not the person is a relative. 

 

“This new guidance from the IRS is a complete about-face from its old position,” said Lynn Ebel, a tax
attorney and manager of The Tax Institute at H&R Block. “The IRS used to tax this money received for
care for relatives since they couldn't possibly meet the definition under the tax-free rules of being a
foster child. Now thanks to this new clarification of the definition, taxpayers who care for their family
members can receive the same tax-free treatment.” However, if the money is tax free, it is considered
unearned income and used to compute the Earned Income Credit.

IRA rollover limits
Note: This change is for 2015 and will not affect your 2014 tax return, but will affect savings for the
next year. 

 

Effective as of January 1, 2015, you can now only make one rollover, (which is when you take funds
out from one IRA, hold them for under 60 days and then deposit them into a different IRA account)
within a yearlong period. Within that year, taxpayers may still make unlimited transfers from trustee to
trustee. 

 

“If you roll over more than one IRA, the withdrawals after the first will be taxed to you at regular rates,
plus potentially a 10 percent early withdrawal tax,” says Shaw. “In addition, the disallowed rollover will
be subject to the regular IRA contribution limits. If the rolled over amount exceeds your allowable IRA
contribution, it will be treated as an excess contribution and subject to a 6 percent excise tax.” 

 

For more information about all the new changes, talk to your CPE or stop by today and we’ll get you
on the right track. 
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Using Online Banking to Organize Your Life
How its features make life easier

Life is stressful enough without having to fret over managing your finances. Luckily, technology has
evolved in such a way that it can help alleviate some of those banking headaches once and for all,
while keeping your life organized in the meantime. Nowadays, with online banking, you can do almost
anything that you would have had to travel to your nearest financial institution to do in the “olden
days.”

 

Account creation

 

We all know that you can
enroll in online banking from
your computer or mobile
device, but did you know
that you could open entire
financial accounts online?
From the comfort of your
own home, you can fill out
the account application form
over the Internet, then all
you have to do is send out
photocopies of the
identification forms that the
financial institution requests
— you can finally utilize that
fancy all-in-one
printer/scanner/copier sitting
in your home office — and
your account will be ready in
the same amount of time
that it would be if you had
opened it at the branch. 

 

Furthermore, opening
corresponding accounts is even easier since you are already enrolled at the financial institution and it
has your necessary information already on file. With multiple linked accounts, moving your own
money around is free, quick and easy as pie. 

 

Electronic statements

 

Traditional financial statements and bills not only clog up your physical mailbox, but they also aren’t
very environmentally friendly, with the amount of trees cut down for that paper. Though e-bills can still
result in digital clutter, emptying your trash online is much easier than doing so in real life. 

 

Secure alerts

 

What’s better than leaving sticky notes all around your home and office, reminding you to pay the
utility or credit card bill? Sticky notes that appear on your phone/tablet or in your inbox telling you that
it has just been paid. Online notifications and alerts are quite possibly the biggest advantage to online







it has just been paid. Online notifications and alerts are quite possibly the biggest advantage to online
banking. So much hassle can be avoided when you get a simple reminder that a due date is
approaching, a notice that you’re nearing your credit limit, an alert that there were sketchy charges on
your account and much more. 

 

Automatic bill payments

 

You may not even need to set an alert to remind you to pay a bill when you use online banking to set
up online payments. You can schedule one or all of your accounts to be paid on a certain date just
once or for recurring payments. The catch here is that you must be vigilant in checking your balance,
(which you can do very handily using online banking) to ensure that you will have enough money in
your account at any given time to cover the payments coming out. 

 

Mobile check deposits

 

With this more recent development, you may not have to visit your financial institution ever again. You
simply snap a picture of the front and back of your check and upload them onto your device via your
mobile banking application, which you can get from your operating system’s app store. 

 

Management tools

 

If you are applying for a large-sum loan, like a mortgage, the lender may ask you for a number of
financial documents. You could go to your financial institution and ask for copies, or you could save
yourself the trouble and print them off yourself using the on-demand reports and summaries available
using online banking. You can always view your transaction history, but some mobile banking
features have the option to sort by category, for example, so you can see how much you spend in
different areas of life, such as food or entertainment. 

 

The obvious drawback to online banking is the fear of a data or security breach. However, if you use
strong passwords and practice good security habits, there should not be much to worry about.
Financial institutions, bill-pay websites and apps often utilize two-factor authentication, making it much
tougher for hackers to get any of your information. So, if you want to take advantage of these
stress-relieving benefits of mobile banking, contact your financial institution today.
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Holiday Closings

Our offices will be closed on:

Friday, April 3rd

Good Friday

Our office on W. First St. will be closed:

Saturday, April 4th 
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The Best-Selling Cars in America
These models are popular for a reason

When a vehicle is a perennial best-seller, it didn’t happen by accident. Each of the vehicles that
appear in the top-10 list holds a wide appeal for buyers looking for safe, reliable and convenient
transportation. Here are three vehicles: a mid-size sedan, small SUV and a pickup that frequent the
American roads. 

 

Toyota Camry 

 

The Camry is the best-selling car in America for the 12th straight year, but that didn’t stop the
engineers at Toyota from drafting an all-new model for the 2015 model year. With an MSRP starting
at $22,970, the newest Camry is an excellent choice for buyers looking for a vehicle with a rock solid
reputation for reliability. 

 

With a four-cylinder engine that can achieve up to 35 mpg highway, an available V6 that pumps out
268 horses, or a super-fuel efficient Hybrid model, the Camry offers something for everyone. And with
its recent redesign, and plethora of convenience and safety features, don’t expect sales of the Camry
to slip anytime soon. 

 

"For the last 12 years, the sales crown has been Camry's to lose, and the competition from Honda,
Mazda, Kia, Hyundai, Chrysler, Ford and others - to say nothing of compact and midsize crossovers -
has gotten stronger than ever,” according to AutoBlog. “But after driving the 2015 Camry, we'd say
that this Toyota's spot at the top of the charts seems as secure as ever. For now."

 

Honda CR-V

 

The CR-V is one of three Honda models that appears on the top-10 list (the Accord and Civic being
the other two), and for buyers who put their focus on practicality and utility, you can’t do much better.
With major enhancements for the 2015 model, the CR-V was named Motor Trend’s 2015 Sport/Utility
of the Year ®, as well as the top spot in US News “Affordable Compact SUV’s” list.

 

Starting at an MSRP of $23,445, the CR-V puts a major emphasis on value and safety with a rearview
camera, Bluetooth HandsFreeLink and SMS Text function, all added as standard equipment. And with
a maximum of over 70 cubic feet of cargo capacity, the CR-V is ready for nearly anything you throw its
way. 

 

 “Honda's CR-V is already known for its efficiency and utility and the 2015 CR-V enhances those
qualities,” according to Edmunds. “The refreshed 2015 Honda CR-V gets a new engine and
transmission aimed at further improving efficiency plus new safety, comfort and convenience features.
If you're shopping for a top-shelf compact SUV, the CR-V remains one of your best bets."

 

Ford F-150

 

Named the North American
Truck/Utility of the Year, and







the best-selling truck for 37
consecutive years, the Ford
F-150 is all-new for 2015.
Starting at an MSRP of
$25,420, the biggest news
for the 2015 F-150 is a
700-pound weight reduction
that results in improved fuel
economy and dent and ding
resistance. 

 

America’s best-selling truck
is available in a slew of trim
levels, from the entry level
XL to the luxurious Platinum,
and four engines are
available with two critically
acclaimed EcoBoost
models, too. The F-150
features best-in-class towing and payload, as well as cutting edge technology and features like a
360-degree camera and the all-new BoxLink system. 

 

 “The latest F-150 rises to the occasion, offering excellent capabilities, great gas mileage, an
impressive new engine, a dramatically improved interior and a wide range of new high-tech gadgets,”
said AutoTrader. “Yes, it's true that the 2015 Ford F-150 may not look very different from last year's
model, but we can assure you that it's fully redesigned and worthy of a spot at the top of your
shopping list." 

 

When you purchase any vehicle, you do your research. However, picking out the right loan is just as
important as the price you pay. Stop by today to see all of the loan options we can provide for you.
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Five Great Women in History
Five important stories for Women’s History Month

Women’s History Month arrives again this March. If you are interested in having a discussion about
important women with your family or friends, or if you would just like to learn more about women’s
history for your own knowledge, here are five important stories worth telling.

 

Edith Wharton

 

Author Edith Wharton is responsible for such classic works as “The House of Mirth” and “The Age of
Innocence,” which seek to illuminate the problematic condition of upper class society in New York
during the turn of the century as well as to shed light on the difficulties of being a woman in a man’s
world at that time and place.

 

Not only do her fictional stories teach women important life lessons, her own accomplishments make
her an inspiring figure. She has the distinction of being the first woman to win a Pulitzer Prize in 1921
for “The Age of Innocence.”

 

“The book has inspired several stage and screen adaptations, and the writer Cecily Von Ziegesar has
said that it was the model for her popular Gossip Girl series of books,” according to History.com.

 

Alice Paul

 

It is important to learn about activists who have been central to the women’s rights movement, and
Alice Paul is certainly one to know. Paul was an activist who worked tirelessly with her colleagues to
pass an equal rights amendment for nearly 50 years.

 

In March 1972, they were successful in convincing Congress to propose for ratification the
amendment that stated, “Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any state on account of sex.”

 

Although 22 out of 38 required states immediately ratified it, an anti-ratification campaign was
successful in working against it. Unfortunately, the ratification deadline expired in 1982, and the
amendment was never passed.

 

Sandra Day O’Connor

 

Stanford Law School
graduate Sandra Day
O’Connor was the first
women appointed to the
United States Supreme
Court. President Ronald
Reagan nominated her in
1981, despite her judicial
experience being only a few







years long. She was sworn
in after being confirmed by
the Senate in a decisive
99-0 vote.

 

By the time she retired in
2006, she developed a
lasting reputation as an
important and thoughtful
judge.

 

“She also made it clear that the high court's role in American society was to interpret the law, not to
legislate,” according to WomensHistoryMonth.gov.

 

Susan B. Anthony

 

Susan B. Anthony was raised in a Quaker household that instilled in her a sense of the importance of
activism and human rights. She was a teacher for 15 years before she began taking part in the
temperance movement. She spoke publicly for the Daughters of Temperance in 1849 and later went
on to be an integral part of the formation of one of the first temperance organizations: the Woman’s
State Temperance Society of New York.

 

Anthony worked with fellow activist Elizabeth Cady Stanton to publish the journal “The Revolution” in
1868, which not only focused on women’s rights but also African Americans’ rights. She helped lead a
group of women to try to vote at the polls in Rochester, New York in 1872 and was arrested for her
efforts. This didn’t stop her from campaigning for suffrage, and she even published three books about
the movement.

 

When she died, four states gave women the right to vote, and the movement gained success in the
subsequent years until all women had the right to vote when Congress adopted the 19th Amendment
in 1920.

 

Amelia Earhart

 

Amelia Earhart has captivated the imaginations and hearts of people across the globe since she
became the first woman to cross the Atlantic in an airplane in 1928. That trip took over 20 hours, and
when she landed, she was an instant celebrity. She became a best-selling author with her book about
the famed flight, was an editor at Cosmopolitan magazine and won numerous awards. When Earhart
tried to become the first female pilot to circumnavigate the globe in 1937, she tragically disappeared
after her plane left New Guinea. Her plane was never found.

 

There are important women who made history in the arts, sciences, sports, politics and every other
field, and a month isn’t long enough to discuss them all. These five stories each represent a unique
moment to give a wide scope of women’s history.
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Five Spring Cleaning Tips
Tricks to making spring cleaning less daunting

It’s almost spring time, and that means you’re ready to shake off those winter doldrums with a little
house cleaning and yard managing, right? If you just let out a groan, you might need a little motivation
to help you get started.

 

“For many, performing a
deep and thorough spring
cleaning can often be
overwhelming,” says Marie
Stegner, consumer health
advocate for Maid Brigade,
the leading maid
service company.

 

Luckily, there are ways to
make the process a little
more manageable. Follow
these steps to help you kick
start your spring cleaning —
and feel good about it:

 

1. Make a list of rooms - It
sounds simple, but by listing
out each room of your house
or apartment — including
those that tend to be
forgotten about, like the
utility room, laundry room,
garage and closets — it makes it easier to determine the tasks for each. Once you have your list, walk
through each room and write down the duties that need to be taken care of. These are likely things
that don’t get done on a daily basis, such as washing the windows, scrubbing the baseboards or
cleaning behind furniture.

 

2. Divide and conquer - Cleaning takes time — especially if it’s a good, deep clean — so there’s no
need to rush it. Take a look at the list you wrote and create a schedule of when you’ll do what. The
key here is to be realistic. No one can properly clean an entire house in a day from floor to ceiling, and
there’s no rule that says you must have it all done by a certain time. Try estimating how long each task
will take you, and how long you want to spend cleaning each day. Then decide which days you’ll do
what task in what room, and make a schedule.

“It's a date with yourself," says Michelle Passoff, a New York City ‘clutter consultant.’ "That means no
television, no phone calls, no repairmen, no interruptions." It’s also important to schedule breaks in
between tasks to avoid feeling burnt out.

 

3. De-clutter before cleaning - “There's something about spring that makes us want to clean, but the
job can be overwhelming," says Passoff. "Especially if you've got so much clutter that it's getting in the
way of what you need to clean."

One of the easiest ways to go about de-cluttering is to purchase three different plastic bins and label
them “keep,” “toss,” and “donate/sell.” You might be surprised at how much that clears out clutter.







When you go through your “keep” items, think about better ways of storing and organizing these
items. For example, if you’ve compiled a lot of DVDs that were scattered on the ground of the kid’s
play room, is there a bin or decorative basket you can store those in?

 

4. Download an app - There are a number of apps that you can download to help give you the
motivation to tackle your spring cleaning. For example, there’s “Tody,” which allows you to designate
areas in your home you’d like to clean, and how often the task should be performed. There’s also
“BrightNest,” which lets you know of all the tasks, chores, upgrades and more you can do around your
home. In addition, check out “HomeRoutines,” “EpicWin,” and “Chorma”— the latter especially if
you’re dividing the spring cleaning amongst your family members. 

 

5. Reward yourself - For each task you complete, treat yourself to something you enjoy. It could be
something simple, like a glass of wine or an episode of your favorite TV show, or something even
more indulgent like a new pair of shoes or a trip to the spa. When you’re cleaning, knowing that
there’s a reward at the end, you’re more likely to get the job done. Plus, rewarding yourself helps
keep you motivated and have more incentive to get back to work. 

 

Follow these tips and you’ll be on your way to a more clutter free tomorrow.
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Find Paradise in Key West, Florida
Your luxury Floridian vacation awaits

There’s a place to get away from it all. It’s a place with palm trees that line the streets, bounded by
natural beauty and cultural diversity. It’s home to historic attractions, like mansions of some famous
names, where you can go fishing, play golf and shop by day, and roam open-air bars, pubs and
world-class restaurants by night. It’s where fine dining abounds, whether in a restaurant or sunset
cruise, and lodging is chic and exquisite.

 

This and more can all be found in the modern island of Florida’s Key West, and it’s your next
destination for a luxury vacation.

 

Where to stay

 

With such a vast selection of luxury resort hotels available, figuring out where to stay won’t be a
problem. For starters, there’s the Pier House Resort & Spa, the first full-service hotel in Key West.
Wake up in a suite just steps from a private beach, enjoy a tropical cocktail at the beach bar, treat
yourself to a massage or facial at the spa or dine on island-inspired cuisine at the attached
HarbourView Café. 

 

Another lodging option is
The Reach, a Waldorf
Astoria Resort, which offers
the only natural beach on
the island right in the
backyard, and a private
balcony in each room. The
resort is located just one
block away from the exciting
attractions and nightlife
found on Duval Street, and a
few minutes from
world-class deep-sea
fishing, scuba diving,
snorkeling and parasailing.

 

Close to the historic district
of Old Town Key West is
Key West’s finest hotel and
vacation rental, the
Marquesa Hotel. A
compound of four buildings among an interior garden and two swimming pools, this quiet retreat is
perfect for those looking for an upscale, private getaway with delicious, high-quality food and
unmatched service.

 

What to do

 

Wherever you stay, Key West abounds with vivid attractions, sights and exciting ways to spend your
days. Do you love all types of water sports? Choose from snorkeling, parasailing, jet skiing, sunset
sails and even dolphin watching. Rent a boat at Houseboats of Key West or take a breathtaking







sails and even dolphin watching. Rent a boat at Houseboats of Key West or take a breathtaking
excursion via a Schooner from Classic Harbor Line.

 

You can also take a dolphin tour with Best on Key West or make some interesting discoveries scuba
diving or snorkeling at the Nine Foot Stake. No matter what your water sport of choice, the island's
Historic Seaport district can help you plan your water-sport extravaganza.

 

End your day on the water with more water: by taking a sunset cruise aboard the Catamaran Echo
(downtown in Old Key West at the Key West Bight). Take in the spectacular views as you enjoy
champagne and wine and nosh on gourmet cheese. Sunset Watersports also offers a nighttime
champagne cruise, with beer, wine, champagne, and tasty island favorites like fried fish, roast pork,
plantains, and more, plus live entertainment and dancing.

 

History buffs will love learning about the abodes of the late literary leaders and songwriters like Ernest
Hemingway, Tennessee Williams, Elizabeth Bishop, Robert Frost and Jimmy Buffett, among others
(Hemingway’s Key West home is now a registered National Historic Landmark). You may also enjoy
trolling the dozens of galleries Key West has to offer (Audubon House, Alan S. Maltz Gallery or
Kalypso Gallery to name just a few) for some unique modern art treasures by a number of Key West
artists.

 

Just want to go sightseeing? Hear and see it all aboard with Old Town Trolley Tours, which visits 12
stops and 100 points of interest, or on the World Famous Conch Tour Train, a 90-minute historic
sightseeing tour. Love to golf? Hit the links at Key West Golf Club, the only Caribbean-style golf
course in the country. Enjoy nature? The Key West Butterfly & Nature Conservatory was voted the
No. 1 attraction in Key West by People's Choice Awards.

 

Where to eat

 

Of course, with any vacation, the food is always of the upmost importance. Luckily, there’s no
shortage of delicious places to dine in Key West. If you love European food, make a reservation at
Martin’s on Duval Street. Feeling some surf ‘n’ turf? Prime Steakhouse on Caroline Street provides an
elegant ambiance for delicious seafood and meat. Craving Caribbean food? The Hot Tin Roof on
Duval Street is a charming seaside eatery with open-air patios and a wealth of Latin American dishes.

 

For night owls, Nine on Five offers a late-night wine bar or check out the vino at Grand Vin Wine Bar.
Going out for a special occasion? Dine in a Victorian mansion with a garden and porch at Grand Café
on Duval Street.

 

No matter where you stay, what you do or where you eat in Key West, one thing’s guaranteed: This
will be the getaway of a lifetime.
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Green Ways to Travel
How to get around in a more eco-friendly way

You go to work, you go to the movies, you go to a museum, you go to a foreign country…and
traveling is how you get there. Traveling can bring you so much —  knowledge, sociability —
unfortunately, it is also one of the most basic ways you increase your carbon footprint. 

 

Vehicles give off countless greenhouse gasses, while planes emit millions of tons of carbon dioxide
each year. But there are plenty of ways to be more environmentally-friendly while still getting where
you need and want to go. 

 

Mass transit 

 

Local transport is available
in many large cities. Reliable
subway and bus services
take loads of people to
numerous destinations in a
safe and timely manner, and
they are much cheaper and
better for the environment
than taxis. Just think of them
as carpooling with your
friends that you haven’t met
yet. Speaking of carpooling,
sharing a ride with friends in
the easiest way to go green
while you travel somewhere.

 

Biking or walking 

 

For local travel, using your
body to get where you want
to go is not only eco-friendly,
but is also great for your
health. Riding your bike, walking or even in-line skating can improve your carbon footprint and your
exercise levels. Stretching your legs and using your muscles also allow you to take different routes
than you typically would when using a car or mass transit. You can explore the city and stumble upon
hidden gems that you may never have found otherwise. 

 

Additionally, many large cities are coming out with bike sharing services for individuals to utilize
bicycles if you don’t have your own. 

 

Trains

 

For trips to destinations a bit further away, trains are a great option. Often overlooked in favor of
planes, they too can take you efficiently across countries or continents. Furthermore, you get to enjoy







a lot better scenery from a train car. Sure, the clouds at 30,000 feet are beautiful but so is the
countryside of Montana or Italy. Anywhere you go, you get to see some picturesque scenes you didn’t
even know existed. 

 

Hybrid cars

Whether you are traveling near or far, the common consensus is that cars are often the easiest, most
cost-effective and fun way to travel. Consider driving a hybrid or electric car to save money on
gasoline and save time on making fuel stops. For far-away destinations, many rental car companies
are maintaining a fleet of hybrids specifically because the demand is increasing exponentially these
days when going green is so popular. 

 

Now that you have been more thoughtful about our planet while getting to your destination, think of all
the ways you can go green while at your stop. There are countless options for eco-friendly eating,
lodging, etc., while on the go, you just have to be creative. Remember to use your mind to be kind to
the environment. 
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