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New! Business Banking!
by Gayle Culling

By now, you’ve probably heard of our exciting new
Business Banking Internet platform for our
customers with business accounts.

We’ve listened to your concerns, have been
working diligently to resolve them and are now
pleased to deliver to you the simple and easy
software that you deserve to keep your daily
business procedures running quickly and
seamlessly.  HomeTown Bank’s Online Business
Banking offers a sophisticated set of online tools
that can be customized to suit any business of any
size. With Business Banking, you have access to
your accounts 24 hours a day, 7 days a week with
efficient features providing security, control,
freedom and flexibility in managing your finances.
View your accounts online including all check
images. Create a direct deposit ACH payroll for
your employees to each of their respective banks.
It is even possible to create repetitive ACH debits
to other banks to collect your accounts receivables
and likewise set up ACH credits for your repetitive
accounts payables.

If you have not already transitioned or been
contacted by a member of our eBanking team for
your login credentials, please call us today and we
will be more than happy to help you get set up.

Call (409) 763-1271 and ask for eBanking.  We
truly value you as a customer and it is our
pleasure to introduce new features to make your daily business operations run smoothly. Your
success is our success and we’re grateful for the partnership! Please feel free to contact us at any
time with any questions you may have.
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HomeTown Bank of Pearland Sponsors Little
League Team

Pictured is Vice President Donna Rizzo (center) with the coaches and players of the HTB sponsored
team. Go “Cubs”!
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HomeTown Bank of Alvin's 11th Birthday!

The staff of HomeTown Bank of Alvin recently celebrated 11 years with a customer appreciation/
birthday lunch. Congratulations, Alvin!
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Types of Insurance College Students Should
Consider
These insurance options will add security during the initial college
transition

Enrolling in college can be one of the most exciting and nerve-wracking periods that a young adult will
experience. Getting ready for freshman year involves a lot of preparation, between communicating
with future roommates and acquiring all of the supplies needed during their years of higher education.
However, there is one vital aspect of college life that many students unfortunately overlook: insurance.
It is important for these new students to recognize and acquire the different types of insurance
documents they may need during their time at university.

Health insurance

Staying healthy in college involves
more than just avoiding the
dreaded “freshman 15.” It also
requires students to have a
dependable source of health
insurance. Fortunately, under the
country’s current health care
system, dependents under the age
of 26 can stay covered by their
parent’s insurance in most
instances. HealthCare.gov explains
that there are even options to apply
for coverage with parents, if
students enroll in a university
located in a separate state.
Unfortunately, not every new
college student can be claimed as
a dependent. Chris Kissell of
Bankrate notes that many schools
offer their own health insurance plans to enrolled students, and these plans are often less expensive
than the average health care coverage.

Car insurance

In recent years, many individuals have been waiting to acquire their driver’s license until they are out
of high school. As such, many newly enrolled students may need to sign up for automotive insurance
as they are beginning their freshman year of college. NerdWallet finance writer Barbara Marquand,
writing for the Los Angeles Times, notes that a new student’s car insurance will depend on whether or
not they bring a car to college in the first place. If the student doesn’t bring a car, parents may want to
ask about an away-at-school discount for their family auto insurance coverage. On the other hand,
insurance prices may increase if a young adult does take a car to college, especially if that
educational institution is in a different state from where their parents live.

Renters insurance 

Barbara Kiviat of Consumer Reports notes that only 41 percent of U.S. renters have insurance
policies, and that number is even lower for college students. When college students rent an apartment
or house while attending college, the landlord’s property insurance will likely cover the majority of
damage caused to the property itself, according to Jean Folger of Investopedia. However, only renters
insurance will cover the personal property of the residents. Kelli B. Grant of CNBC notes the



importance of renters insurance for college students because while campus crime is generally very
rare, burglary is the most common on-campus crime. Without renters insurance, students will have a
difficult time covering the costs of any property stolen or lost during a burglary.

For a majority of students, their freshman year of college will be the first time when they are truly on
their own. Therefore, they will definitely want to make sure they are covered by several insurance
plans to help them ease their minds during this potentially stressful chapter of their lives.
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Why You Should Open a Savings Account for Your
Business
Learn the benefits of keeping your money separate

When you were a child, your parents opened your first savings account. As you grew and came into
bills of your own, you opened a checking account to have better access to your money. Now, as the
owner of a business, you’ve probably opened a business checking account so that you can pay your
suppliers and separate enterprise money from your personal accounts. If you really want your
business to be as sound as possible, consider going one step further and opening a business savings
account.

Prepare for tax time

If you have spent time as an
employee of an established
business, you know that the usual
automatic withholding of taxes can
be extremely helpful every time that
tax season rolls around. As a
small-business owner, you are the
one responsible for knowing how
much money you owe in taxes and
paying that amount to the federal,
state and local governments on
time. A business savings account
can be a great place to store or
hold the money you know you will
need for tax payments. Not only will
you yield some interest from setting
the money aside, but you will
ensure that you or your partners
don’t spend it on a business
investment instead.

Save for a rainy day

When you’re managing your personal funds, your savings account more than likely holds the money
you are keeping in case of an emergency, such as a loss of job or a medical crisis. A business can
use a savings account for the same thing. Amanda Cameron of Patriot Software advises that a
savings account is a great buffer to cover unexpected costs that might otherwise severely hinder or
even cripple your business. As liquid assets, you can access funds quickly to fix any problems, such
as broken  equipment or an accident, to make sure that any work stoppage lasts the shortest time
possible.

Earn interest

Interest rates are finally going up in the United States, which means that savings accounts might once
again start earning meaningful interest. Regardless of how much interest your money accrues, the
team at the Money Supermarket Financial Group points out that you will almost certainly earn a more
competitive rate of interest with a savings account than in a checking account. Whether you intend to
use the money in the account for a rainy day or just have it there for safe keeping, keeping it in a
savings account ensures that your money is working for you.

Stay organized



Just like an individual can have more than one savings account, a business can also have multiple
accounts. While it might seem confusing to maintain separate accounts, it is a very basic way to
make sure that all of your money will be used for its intended purpose. Keeping your equipment funds
in an account apart from the emergency money will help ensure that you don’t accidentally overspend
in an emergency and not be able to pay for upgrades your tools need to stay competitive. This
ensures more stability, even if it comes at the cost of added account maintenance.

Consider talking to an associate at your bank or your financial advisor for the best advice for taking
your business savings to the next level. A business savings account is by and large a sound decision,
but there may be options available to you that work better for your business’s needs.
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Pearland High School Cheerleaders' Car Wash

The cheerleaders of Pearland High
School recently held a very successful
car wash at HomeTown Bank of
Pearland. The next car wash is
scheduled for Saturday, August 18th from
9am-1pm. Please come support them!
Your car will thank you! 
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Wellness Checks to Schedule before School Starts
Make sure to schedule these health checks before autumn arrives

Going back to school is a stressful time for parents; particularly when making sure your children have
all of the supplies they need for their classes, as well as the best clothes and nutritious meals. One
thing you should definitely address before your children get to the classroom is their health and
wellness.

General wellness visit

The first wellness check the
American Academy of Pediatrics
(AAP) recommends is a general
checkup, often called a wellness
visit or a well-child visit. The
checkup’s focus changes from year
to year as your child gets older,
often including checks for
developmental abnormalities,
measuring the child’s height/weight
and watching out for any problems
that are common in your family.
This visit should include the doctor
checking your child’s psychological
and behavioral development too,
asking about school performance,
friendships and socialization. At
older ages, they will address
adolescent issues like drinking,
smoking, drugs, sexual activity and depression.

Sports physical

In addition to a general wellness visit, if your child plans to participate in sporting activities, the AAP



says it is a good idea (and often also required by the school) to schedule a sports physical. These
allow the doctor to address issues specific to high physical activity, such as rehabilitating any existing
injuries, getting proper nutrition and choosing healthy training and exercise programs.

Immunizations

Immunization is important to preventing certain serious diseases in children, and is especially
important in school, where many children meet in the same place. Thus, the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention recommends particular vaccinations in children 4 to 6 years old and 11 to 12
years old. In addition, many schools require students to be up-to-date on their immunizations to enroll
in the first place.

Vision

Children who can’t see properly are certain to have a harder time in school, and vision problems are
easier to treat when detected early. In particular, The Children’s Clinic recommends vision checks for
younger children, as some of the more serious eye problems like amblyopia can cause permanent
vision damage by age 7 or 8.

These checks are especially important because, oftentimes, a child will not realize a problem exists.
Kaiser Permanente’s Physician in Chief and Director of Audiology and Eye Care Philip Paros, OD,
says, “Children may not complain of not being able to see clearly, which makes exams even more
important.” He recommends watching for signs of vision problems, like recurring headaches while
reading, sitting too close to the TV, squinting at distant objects or slipping behind in reading ability.

Hearing

As with vision problems, hearing problems can easily cause a child to have difficulty in school. Also, if
left untreated, issues can arise such as delayed speech, language acquisition or social-emotional and
behavioral problems. With early treatment, though, The Children’s Clinic says children with hearing
loss have significantly better developmental outcomes, allowing them to progress at an
age-appropriate pace.

Scheduling these wellness checks before school begins can help prevent issues in both the short
term and the long term, giving your child a much better chance at a happy, healthy life.
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