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Happy Holidays & Happy New Year!
Our wish to you
Holiday Gift Suggestions:

To your enemy – forgiveness. 
To an opponent – tolerance. 
To a friend – your heart. 
To a member – service. 
To all – charity. 
To a child – a good example. 
To yourself – respect. 

From Holyoke Credit Union’s Staff and Board of Directors…
Happy Holidays and a Happy and Prosperous New Year! 
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TRIPLE Holiday Reward Points!
It’s a golden opportunity!

They’re almost here!  The holidays, of course! Get the most out of your holiday shopping by using your
Holyoke Credit Union VISA Platinum Rewards Credit Card.  

You will get TRIPLE POINTS on all retail purchases after the first $500 spent from November 19,
2018 to January 7, 2019.  

From Thanksgiving to New Years, take advantage of this great opportunity to earn points on your
retail purchases.  Rack up those points this holiday season and use them for travel, cash back, gift
cards or merchandise from the CURewards  online mall.  It’s a win-win!

Also, don’t forget that you always receive triple points on gas, double points on groceries and a single
point on everything else!  You also get Member Loyalty Rewards at HCU!

If you don’t already have an HCU Visa Platinum Rewards Card, apply today and spend $1,000 in the
first 3 months to receive 10,000 points just for getting our rewards card!

We not only want you to get the points, we encourage you to redeem them!  

FOR CUREWARDS PROGRAM QUESTIONS CALL (800) 637-7728  
OR VISIT WWW.CUREWARDS.COM.  



 It’s a golden opportunity! Apply today and start accumulating those points!
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Habits That Could Impact Your Insurance Rates
What factors influence how much you pay for car insurance?

Car insurance is essential for motorists today. Not only is it forbidden to drive without insurance in all
50 states, but that insurance can also help you to cover the costs incurred by an accident. Many
drivers want to obtain the least expensive insurance rates they can while still receiving good
coverage. What drivers may not realize is that many of their behaviors, both on and off the road, can
greatly affect the price of insurance.

Factor #1: Choosing where to
live

According to Bridget Clerkin of the
DMV, location is the single most
important indicator of how much
you’ll be paying for insurance.
Rates vary depending on what
state you live in and even the area
of the state you call home. North
Carolina had one of the lowest
insurance rates in 2017 with an
annual average of just $865,
according to the DMV. Meanwhile,
Michigan residents had to pay up to
$2,610 that year. Writing for The
Penny Hoarder, Dana Sitar says
that drivers in urban environments
tend to pay more for their
insurance. This is due to the higher
rates of auto thefts and accidents in
a city versus a rural area.

Factor #2: Choosing an expensive car

Carroll Lachnit of Edmunds explains that another important factor in determining how much you’ll pay
for insurance is what kind of vehicle you drive. Generally, the more expensive your car is, the more
you’ll have to pay to insure it. Vehicles like the Honda CR-V cost roughly $1,317 per year to insure
while insuring a model like the Mercedes-Benz E-Class could cost as much as $3,541 per year.
Furthermore, insuring a used car generally ends up costing less than insuring a new vehicle.
Additionally, repairs for a more advanced automobile tend to cost more than a car with less
complicated systems.

Factor #3: Your occupation and education

Not every factor in determining your credit score is under your control. Indeed, even your age and
marital status can affect your credit score. Clerkin says that teenage drivers often incur the most
expensive insurance rates. Additionally, men typically pay more for car insurance than women do.
Other demographic factors that can affect your score include your education and occupation. Drivers
with graduate degrees generally pay less for insurance than those with no high school diploma.

Factor #4: How you drive

One factor that drivers do have control over is their driving history. Clerkin notes that a
less-than-stellar driving history can cause insurance rates to increase. Speeding tickets can be a
major cause for insurance rate increases. If drivers accumulate speeding tickets, their insurance can
go up by as much as 28 percent. However, collisions cause rates to increase even more. According to



Clerkin, a not-at-fault accident generally leads to a 7 percent rate increase, while those at fault can
see insurance rate increases up to 85 percent.

Factor #5: The health of your credit history

Your driving history isn’t the only history that could affect your car insurance. Kelley Blue Book notes
that your credit history can have one of the greatest effects on your car insurance rates. Sitar
references a University of Texas study that found that people with lower credit scores incur more
losses and higher claim payouts. Still, certain states don’t allow insurance companies to consider this
factor. California, Massachusetts and Hawaii are among the states where your credit score won’t
affect your insurance rates.

Understanding the personal habits that affect your credit score and other factors can help you
eventually secure a better insurance rate for your vehicle.
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When Should You set up a Child’s Savings Account?
Determining the right time to establish your child’s financial basics

It’s never too early to start saving money, which is why a growing number of parents are opening
savings accounts for their children. Doing so can help establish a brighter financial future for your
child. Dave Sieminski of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau notes a study that found children
from low-income families were three times more likely to go to college and four times more likely to
graduate if they had an established savings account. Many parents may be unsure about how to go
about establishing such an account. Fortunately, the steps needed to establish a savings account for
your child are easy to follow.

Step #1: Determine if your child
is the right age for a savings
account

Rachel Hartman of Bankrate
advises that before parents seek
out a savings account for their
child, they must first determine
when to establish an account. Most
experts agree that by the age of
eight, children should be old
enough and have enough
knowledge to understand the
benefits and process of saving
money. Before turning eight,
children can utilize a money jar or
piggy bank to store accumulated
money. Hartman says that this will
lay the groundwork of helping
children understand the benefits of
saving money. Many parents are
actively establishing savings accounts prior to this age. Madison Dupaix of The Balance explains that
many parents set up a savings account right after their child is born to maximize savings.

Step #2: Determine the right kind of account to open

There is more than just one type of savings account you can open for your child. Some of them
function in the same way that an adult’s savings account does, while others are designed with young
children specifically in mind.

One of the most popular savings accounts for children is a 529 college savings account. Kimberly
Palmer of U.S. News explains that 529 accounts are state-sponsored savings accounts that allow
money saved for tuition to grow tax-free. Franziska Castillo of Lifehacker notes that each state
operates 529 accounts according to different rules. It’s important to research the rules in your state
prior to setting up a 529 account. Another option available to parents is to open up a savings account
for their child at their own financial institution, if it’s one they trust and one that offers good benefits.

Step #3: Plan a trip to the financial institution

Hartman says one of the best ways to showcase the importance of a savings account to your child is
to take them with you to the financial institution when you set up the account. This will help your son
or daughter see how a financial institution operates. It will also help children visualize where their
money is being stored, which is important for children who are visual learners.

Step #4: Go over financial basics with your child



The financial lessons for your child don’t end with a trip to the financial institution. Tierney explains that
parents should continue to teach children lifelong financial lessons in regard to their savings account.
Hartman says that one of the most important of these lessons is to explain to them what interest is.
Describing the concept of interest can help children realize the benefits supplied by a savings
account. Spencer Tierney of NerdWallet suggests going with a financial institution that offers a healthy
interest rate so children can see that accumulation in action.

Step #5: Set savings goals and reward good behavior

Hartman also emphasizes the importance of setting goals for your child in terms of their savings
account. Children respond to an exercise better when there is a specific goal set in place. That goal
could vary from reaching a certain monetary amount in the account to submitting a certain percentage
of their chore money into their savings account every month. When these goals are reached, consider
introducing a non-monetary reward, such as a fun family outing or a favorite meal, which will
encourage good financial behavior in the future.

Laying the groundwork of sound financial decisions for your child will help them continue this behavior
well into adulthood.
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Adjusting Your Investments for Retirement
How to get your retirement portfolio across the finish line

The end goal of every hard-working American is a long, fruitful and well-earned retirement. If you are
still in the early stages of putting together your retirement portfolio or bearing down on the golden age,
there’s still time to make adjustments that can help put you in the position to realize that dream with
little or no stress.

Increase your contributions

The closer you get to the finish line,
the more you will want to make
sure you have sufficient savings
waiting there for you. If you’re
already meeting and exceeding
your employer’s maximum
contribution for matching, you’re in
the right position, but there’s still
room to increase your contributions
with each passing year.

Mint spokesperson Rich Heineman
tells NBC News’ Kelsey Butler that
a good place to start is with an
automatic escalation of 1 percent
every year. If you receive a pay
raise but already enjoy a
comfortable lifestyle, use that
increase to supplement your
retirement savings rather than letting it idle in your checking or savings accounts.

Reallocate your assets

It is likely that your retirement portfolio is target-based, which means it is aimed toward providing a set
amount of money for you to enjoy by the time you retire, rather than based on risk. If you want a
portfolio that will provide for you throughout your retirement, the Financial Industry Regulatory
Authority recommends finding a balance between growth investments and investments that produce
income.

The former are growth mutual funds and stocks that are projected to grow faster than the market
average. Financial professionals consider them important because they allow your retirement portfolio
to avoid issues caused by an increase in the cost of living brought about by inflation.
Income-producing investments are stocks that pay out dividends, certificates of deposit and bonds.
They are more consistent in their ability to produce money, providing the funds you need to live on in
retirement.

Asset allocation is a step that the FINRA recommends carrying out gradually and with the assistance
of a financial planner or investment professional.

Don’t live and die by the 4 percent rule

In 1994, financial advisor William P. Bengen concluded that a retiree aged between 60-65 would only
need to withdraw 4 percent of their portfolio in the first year of retirement and that they would need to
adjust that withdrawal each subsequent year for inflation. The 4 percent rule, confirmed in the popular
Trinity Study, has been an oft-relied upon rule of thumb to make retirees feel confident that they can
live off of their retirement funds for 30 years.



According to Jane Bennett Clark, the late Senior Editor at Kiplinger’s Personal Finance, today’s
financial environment instead suggests a 2.5-3 percent withdrawal to ensure that you have enough
money to last for a 30-year retirement. David Blanchett, head of retirement research at Morningstar
Investment Management, suggests that the 4 percent rule is a great place to start, but that you should
adjust and act accordingly when the market demands.

Whether you’re just getting your 401(k) together or reassessing your portfolio 10 years in, there is
room to improve your chances of a happy and stress-free retirement. Talk to your financial advisor and
learn what you can do to capitalize upon your retirement plan.
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Top Accounting Challenges for Small Businesses
Tips for keeping your financial records organized

No matter what sector your small business is in, proper accounting is crucial to your success. There
are a variety of options you can choose from to help you manage your money, but none are
completely perfect. Consider these common challenges businesses like yours often face while
tracking financial operations and transactions throughout the year.

Cash flow                               

According to Alika Cooper, a
correspondent for Business.com,
about 82 percent of failed
businesses collapse because of
cash flow problems. That’s a broad
statistic, but what it means for you
is that you need to know where all
of your money is, who owes you
and what payments are due at all
times. There are certain costs —
like rent, utilities and insurance —
that you always need to be
prepared to pay on time. If your
business operates with invoices
and billing after providing a service
or making a purchase, you might
be hesitant to chase after
payments from customers.
However, you need to make sure
that accounts are settled on time and in full so you have the money required to keep the doors open
and lights on.

Budgeting

Like many businesses, you probably have several projects going on at once. These can be as simple
as arranging a new display in the store or as complex as a rebranding campaign. Company finance
expert Ivan Lavelle tells Bplans.com that one key to keeping projects on track is to assign them
budgets. The size of the budget will take care of two possible issues: determining how much you’re
willing to spend on a task and determining what scale you think it should be. Besides defining these
parameters, setting money aside for these developments will also make sure that you figure their
costs into your overall company financial plan down the road.

Reconciling your accounts

It’s very tempting to track your expenses and income in one place and rely on your own memory and
math skills to keep everything straight. However, Cooper points out that’s not wise when mistakes are
so easy to make. On a regular basis, it is essential that you review your transactions and compare
them to the ones recorded by your financial institution or point of sale to make sure everything
matches up. At the bare minimum, you should be doing these checks monthly. Cooper actually
recommends you review all accounting transactions at the end of your business day to ensure their
accuracy while the day is still fresh in your mind.

Relying too much on software

There are so many options in the world of accounting software, but don’t let the latest and greatest
programs lull you into a false sense of security. Padgett Business Services cautions that there is a big



difference between record keeping (what these programs actually do) and accounting. Depending on
your industry or the size of your company, there could be additional laws you need to be following
with your finances or tax deadlines you need to hit. While the software might help you in day-to-day
operations, consider hiring an in-house accountant or a firm to make sure your finances are where
they really need to be.

If you consider these common pitfalls and make an effort to avoid them, hopefully your business will
be more prepared for long-term operations. As always, if you’re unsure about the state of your
bookkeeping, call in the professionals for assistance.
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HCU’s Holiday Schedule
Branch & Member Solutions Call Center
In observance of the upcoming holidays HCU’s Branch and Member Solution Call Center schedules
will change.  Please note the following:

All HCU branches will close at 1:00 pm on Monday, December 24, 2018 and Monday, December
31, 2018 and will be closed on Tuesday, December 25, 2018 for Christmas and Tuesday, January 1,
2019 for New Year’s Day.

The HCU Branch Holiday Schedule is as follows:
  

Closed Reopens
Monday, December 24, 2018

at 1:00 pm
Wednesday, December 26, 2018

at 9:00 am
Monday, December 31, 2018

at 1:00 pm
Wednesday, January 2, 2019

at 9:00 am

The Member Solution Call Center will close on Christmas Day, December 25, 2018 and New
Year’s Day, January 1, 2019. 

The Member Solution Call Center Holiday Schedule is as follows:
  

Closed Reopens
Monday, December 24, 2018

at 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, December 26, 2018

at 12:01 am
Monday, December 31, 2018

at 9:00 pm 
Wednesday, January 2, 2019

at 12:01 am
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Holiday Food and Clothing Drive at All HCU
Branches 
People Helping People! The Credit Union Motto!

Holyoke Credit Union is having a food and clothing drive this Holiday Season at each of our branches
and we are asking our employees and our members to help us make it a success.  

It seems that every year we hear story after story about the incredible need that is in our community
and this year is no different.  Providence Ministries recently put out the word that the shelves at
Margaret’s Pantry and St. Jude’s Clothing Center are almost bare.  

With your help, we can make a difference in Holyoke, Agawam, Feeding Hills and West Springfield!

From Monday, November 19, 2018 until Wednesday, December 19, 2018, HCU will be collecting the
following:

Non-perishable food items

Please no opened packages and no out-of-date items

Warm winter clothing – New or clean and gently used 

Coats, jackets, hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, socks, sweaters, etc.

All items donated in Holyoke will go the Providence Ministries, those donated in our
West Springfield and Feeding Hills Branches will go to The Parish Cupboard.  

There is still time to donate!  

Just drop off your donations at the nearest branch and we will see that they are delivered!  And, as
always, we thank you for your incredible generosity and desire to help!It truly is all about People
Helping People!
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How to Set Attainable Goals for the New Year
Setting goals that you can achieve in 2019

Making resolutions is a tradition for many people who want to start the New Year off fresh and
focused. Whether you’re determined to revamp your eating habits, get in shape, start a new business
or pursue a new passion, the best way to achieve your resolutions is to break each one down into
small steps.

Be honest

You’ll have a better chance of
reaching your goals if you set goals
or resolutions you’re truly
interested in achieving. Don’t let
other people’s expectations or
opinions distract you, warns Tami
Forman, Forbes contributor and
executive director of the nonprofit
Path Forward. She suggests
penning an extensive list of
everything you think you want to
achieve and zeroing in on the
goals that truly motivate you.

Be strategic

Although a year is a serious
amount of time, it’s not infinite. If
your list of goals is too long or
requires too many changes at once, you’ll be setting yourself up for defeat. According to the American
Psychological Association, focusing on altering one behavior, habit or thing in your life at a time is a
more proactive way to reach your goals.

Be smart

Once you have your list of goals, projects or resolutions, you can define each of them even further by
applying the S.M.A.R.T method. Introduced decades ago, S.M.A.R.T defines each goal as specific,
measurable, attainable, realistic and timely. Goals that are broad, completely out-of-reach and lack a
set deadline will reduce the likelihood of achievement. You’ll feel overwhelmed by the magnitude of
lofty goals, which will quickly deflate your will to follow through on your ambitions.

Be social

Although your goals are personal, the APA suggests that you consider joining a support group or
sharing your goals with trusted friends, colleagues or family members. This way you have a network
with which you can share your progress, both positive and negative. If you have people who will hold
you accountable, you will be more likely to see your goals through.

The APA also suggests reaching out for professional help when you suspect you won’t be able to
reach your goals on your own; a psychologist can help you connect your thoughts and actions. If your
goals are health-related, a nutritionist can advise you on smart eating plans while a personal trainer
can instruct you on the proper way to exercise. If your goal is focused on your career or money
management, seek out a certified counselor or financial consultant who can guide you.

Be dedicated

Writing down goals, sharing them with friends and seeking knowledge will only get you closer to your



goals if you do the work consistently. According to Elizabeth Scott, author of “8 Keys to Stress
Management,” you must post your goals where you can easily see them to remind yourself of what
needs to be done. Complement this by undertaking habits that correlate with and get you closer to
your goals, even if it means breaking old habits you’ve fallen into.

Be kind

Changing a behavior or incorporating something new into your life are real challenges. To keep you
striving for your goals, celebrate the victories along the way. Don’t dwell on the missteps or failures;
choose instead to learn from them and use that knowledge to propel you forward.

By breaking down your New Year’s resolutions into attainable goals, putting a plan into place, staying
focused and accountable to yourself and others, your 2019 will be filled with well-deserved successes.
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New Year’s Traditions from Around the World
Ring in the New Year with these international traditions

As the old year concludes and the New Year begins, people across the United States celebrate in
accordance with common traditions. Couples will share a kiss at midnight, fireworks will light up the
sky and revelers will belt out “Auld Lang Syne.” However, these traditional activities are not
necessarily practiced in all parts of the world. Indeed, each country has its own unique New Year’s
traditions. The following are just a few ways that residents of other countries ring in the New Year.

Fireworks in Iceland

Fireworks are generally considered
a staple of New Year’s
celebrations, so their presence is
not all that notable. However, New
Year’s fireworks are a big deal in
many parts of Iceland, where
setting off fireworks is banned
during the rest of the year. For the
week following New Year’s Eve,
citizens of Iceland are able to enjoy
a sky full of fireworks displays.
Additionally, Icelanders will light
large bonfires to stay warm and
signify the spirit of the New Year.

Eating 12 grapes in Spain

As the clock chimes 12 times as
midnight arrives, people in Spain
celebrate with a snack of 12 grapes. Tradition states that finishing the 12 grapes before midnight
arrives secures a happy and fortuitous new year. Still, those who want to participate in this activity had
best be prepared to finish those grapes on time. After all, those who aren’t able to finish the grapes
allegedly become victims of bad luck.

Smashing old plates in Denmark

If you happen to live in Denmark, you’ll probably wake up to broken dishes outside your door on New
Year’s Day. After all, your friends and family likely left them there for you. Denmark’s citizens smash
their old plates as a way of ringing in the New Year. Smashing your kitchenware outside of someone’s
home is said to bring good luck to that resident.

Carry an empty suitcase in Colombia

If you plan on traveling during the New Year, you might want to consider this Colombian tradition. On
New Year’s Day, Colombians walk around with empty suitcases. Doing so is believed to bring good
fortune during your travels. This activity is also practiced in other countries, such as Ecuador.

Ringing bells in Japan

Throughout the country of Japan, Buddhist temples will ring a bell 108 times leading up to the New
Year. This practice has origins with traditional Buddhist teachings. Each toll of the bell signifies one of
the 108 earthly temptations. By the time the bell is rung for the 108th time, Japan’s citizens are ready
to start the year without the distraction of these temptations.

Visiting cemeteries in Chile



One of the best parts of celebrating the New Year is spending time with your family members. In the
Talca region of Chile, that includes loved ones who have passed on. Families will gather at cemeteries
where their loved ones are buried to celebrate the New Year there. This tradition is very similar to the
Día de los Muertos holiday celebrated earlier in the year.

No matter how you decide to celebrate the New Year, it’s sure to be a special holiday, as a whole new
chapter of your life begins.
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How to Give Back During the Holiday Season
Get into the spirit of generosity by sharing with your community

The holiday season is a time of giving. Yet, it can often be difficult to determine just how to give back
to others during this time of year. Though it may not seem like it, a simple donation or act of kindness
can make a world of difference for those who are in need. This holiday season, consider taking part in
these charitable activities.

Bake holiday cookies and
prepare meals for the hungry

Pretty much everyone loves a
warm plate of holiday cookies. This
dessert evokes a comforting
mid-winter mood. Therefore, one of
the simplest acts of generosity you
can perform is baking cookies for
others. You can deliver these
baked goods to your neighbors, law
enforcement office or your local
shelter. Of course, hungry families
need more than cookies to eat.
Consider preparing meals for
families in need.

Write a holiday card for soldiers
stationed overseas

Unfortunately, not everyone can
make it home for the holidays. Indeed, soldiers stationed overseas are separated from their families
during this time of the year. As such, they could definitely use some festive encouragement. Spread a
little yuletide cheer by sending them a holiday card with a thoughtful message.

Visit a nursing home

Loneliness during the holidays isn’t exclusive to soldiers stationed overseas. Many elderly individuals
at nursing homes go through the holiday season without receiving any visitors. You can help brighten
their day by volunteering at a nursing home, or even visiting residents there. Something as simple as
performing carols for residents can raise their spirits.

Volunteer at an animal shelter

Four-legged friends need companionship during the holidays, too. Many dogs and cats are housed in
shelters, especially right around the holidays. Individuals who work at shelters could certainly use an
extra set of hands taking care of these creatures. You can do your part to help look after the animals
housed there by volunteering. You may even end up adding a new feline or canine to your family, just
in time for the holidays.

Donate used toys and gadgets

Each year, people receive a ton of new gifts during the holidays. Many of the gifts they received last
year are often put aside or stored away. Instead of letting those old toys and gadgets collect dust,
consider donating them to a local shelter. Many individuals can make use of items that you longer
use. This is especially true if your own little ones have grown tired of their toys. After all, nothing
brings a smile to a child’s face during the holidays like a thoughtful present.

This holiday season, spread some joy to the world around you by giving back to your community and



share the love of the season.
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How to Maintain the Charm of an Older Home When
Remodeling
Which features to keep and which ones to replace on a historic
home

One of the biggest mistakes people make when trying to renovate an older home is to implement
trendy improvements rather than timeless ones, as Nicole Curtis, host of HGTV’s “Rehab Addict,”
relates. She recommends home owners make repairs and updates that remain true to the house’s
era. Here are eight tips for remodeling a historic residence while preserving many of its original details.

Make conservative structural
changes

Per Houzz contributor Laura
Gaskill, some older homes will
have structural issues to address,
such as rotting wood or a leaky
roof. It’s wise to make a list of the
pros and cons of gutting versus
tearing down certain features,
before completing those
renovations, as Gaskill advises. If
you do have to totally eliminate
something, you can still save a few
original features like windows,
floorboards and doors to maintain
the house’s historicity.

Use caution when modernizing
the bathroom and kitchen

Per Country Living contributor Elizabeth Finkelstein, bathrooms and kitchens are two of the most
popular areas to renovate in historic homes. However, it’s best to be conservative when deciding on
which features to throw out and which ones to preserve. Before updating these two rooms, research
the style of those rooms when the house was built to see which historical features you can keep and
which ones can be updated to offer modern convenience.

Properly update plumbing and electric 

Older homes often have outdated plumbing and electric systems, which can present a safety hazard
for you and your family. Gaskill recommends installing copper pipes as well as bringing the electrical
wiring up to code. This upgrade will also help protect your house from structural damages that result
from plumbing or electric issues.

Keep original walls

As tempting as it might be to knock down some walls to open up the floor plan, it’s often wise to leave
walls alone. Many people regret eliminating “extra” walls later on, when they realize they miss the
original floor plan. To avoid this mistake, Curtis suggests living in the house for six months before
deciding on whether to tear down any walls.

Keep cabinets

If the older home has solid wood cabinets that could use a facelift, Curtis advises stripping and
refinishing the wood rather than replacing the units. Modern cabinets are usually composed of
modern Medium Density Fiberboard or melamine, which are less moisture-resistant. Not only will the



modern Medium Density Fiberboard or melamine, which are less moisture-resistant. Not only will the
solid wood units last longer, but keeping them in place will preserve the house’s original cabinetry
style.

Refinish sinks and tubs

It’s common for homeowners to swap out old sinks and tubs for brand new ones. Not only is this
modification costly, but it can also clash with the historic style of the home. Refinishing a porcelain tub
will set you back about $400, according to Curtis. That’s significantly cheaper than the estimated
$1,000 cost of installing a new one. 

Repair windows 

Some homeowners ditch original windows because they’ve been poorly-maintained or have leaks.
However, these features play a key part in maintaining the house’s historic value, as Curtis relates.
Instead of getting rid of the original windows, repair and add weather-stripping to them so they’re more
effective. Another option would be to replace the windows with storm windows that adhere to the
house’s era.

Save wood floors

Another common faux pas is to remove old wood floors or cover them with modern tiling or carpet. 
Preserve the historical accuracy of the home and save some cash by refinishing the original wood
floors, as Curtis suggests. If there are damaged sections of flooring, replace just those sections.

By implementing these eight strategies, you can enjoy adding some contemporary comforts to your
older home while retaining some its original style.
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