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Back to School Rewards with HCU’s VISA Platinum Rewards
Credit Card
Get triple points when you use your card for those essential purchases! 

It seems like the kids just got out of school for the summer but, before you know it, they will be going back.&nbsp;
So take advantage of HCU’s Back to School Rewards promotion to get the most bang for your buck when shopping
for back to school clothes and supplies!

Get TRIPLE Reward Points from August 1, 2018 – September 30, 2018 on all retail purchases after the first $500
spent when you use your HCU VISA Platinum Rewards Credit Card.

But don’t forget!&nbsp; You still will get TRIPLE points on gas purchase, DOUBLE points on grocery purchases
and a SINGLE point for everything else.&nbsp; You can’t lose!

And don’t forget to redeem your points for travel, gift cards, merchandise or cash back.

Get Member Loyalty Rewards for doing all your banking business at HCU!&nbsp; The more you do with us the
more you receive.

The following reward points will be rewarded to Rewards Cardholders:

Once $1,000 has been spent on your card within three months of the credit card being issued 
 

Points expire after 60 months

It’s easy to apply!

Go to to apply online, or
Call our 24/7 Consumer Loan Call Center at 888-305-8530, or
Stop in to one of our 3 convenient branches and ask for an application.
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Win a Magical Shopping Spree!
Enroll today! 

Go to your Credit Union Rewards website and enter to win, then use your Holyoke Credit Union Platinum
Rewards credit card three times per week for a chance to win an all-expense-paid trip to Chicago and
60-second shopping spree in a Rewards warehouse.
You’ve seen it on TV, right?  Someone in a mad dash down the aisles, grabbing items right and left.  Trying to beat
the clock.  And you may have wondered how it might feel to be that person.  Well, maybe it’s time to find out. 

But wait, look what else Holyoke Credit Union has pulled out of its hat!
As if a no-holds-barred shopping spree wasn’t enough, take note.  You’ll be running through a Rewards warehouse
located in one of the most magical cities in the country – Chicago, Illinois.  And it won’t cost you a dime.  The
airfare, hotel room, meals, entertainment, thousands of dollars in merchandise, three days and two nights…it’s all
on us.

Come to think of it, calling it a Magic Minute is not exactly accurate.  It’s more like days of Magic Minutes, if not the
trip of a lifetime.

Enter to win now!
Go to www.holyokecu.com to enter. 
Visit www.cumagicminute.com for details.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

No purchase necessary to enter or win.  Open to cardholders who are legal residents of the 50 U.S. states, D.C. or
Puerto Rico, 21 or older, who are enrolled in a participating credit union CURewards program.  Ends 9/9/18.  Void
where prohibited.  See full rules and how to enter without purchase at www.cumagicminute.com.  Sponsor:  PSCU,
560 Carillon Parkway, St. Petersburg, FL 33716.  
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Pros and Cons of Paying Off Your Loans Early
Is there ever a wrong time to pay off a loan early?

Carrying loan debt can be stressful if you have other things you’d rather be doing with your money — and, frankly,
who doesn’t? This leads to the noble ambition of wanting to pay off your loans as early as possible, which can pay
dividends for you in terms of saving money and anxiety. However, even if you have the means, is it always the right
decision to pay off a loan or debt early? The answer may surprise you.

The upsides of paying off loans early
If you’ve come into some money and can use it to
pay off an outstanding lingering debt, the benefits
of doing so are clear. Paying off a loan that carries
interest will save you the money that you would
have spent on interest over the remaining life of
that loan, taking money out of the hands of your
lender and putting it back into your pocket. That
money can be better used any number of ways,
including saving, investing or even helping to pay
off other loans.

Steve Nicastro of The Fiscal Times puts it in
practical terms: Paying off a loan early is
tantamount to an investment. If you pay off student
loans that carry an interest rate of 7 percent, it’s
like getting a 7 percent annual rate of return on
that amount for the years you would have
otherwise been paying it down, which can add up
to thousands of dollars.

Nicastro also notes that paying off a loan early
lowers your debt-to-income ratio, which increases the likelihood of being approved for a mortgage or auto loan. If
you’ve gotten yourself into the habit of paying a certain amount toward a loan every month, you can stay in the
habit and pay yourself instead, whether it’s by investing that money or putting it into your savings accounts. This
approach should have you feeling more confident about your financial outlook.

Is there a bad time to pay off early? 
Paying off a loan early seems like a win-win proposition, but there are times where it might actually be beneficial to
keep your debt intact. One such instance, pointed out by Geoff Williams in U.S. News & World Report, is when you
don’t have an extensive credit history. Building up good credit by making monthly payments on time and whittling
down your debt gradually establishes you as less of a risk to lenders, who would use your positive credit history to
determine how much to let you borrow on a mortgage.

Also, consider the simple fact that once you pay off your debt with a lump sum of cash, that money is no longer
yours. While you’ll be free from the burden of making payments on a loan, you won’t have that extra money
available if you should need it suddenly for a medical emergency or in the event of a job loss. If you want to pay off
your loan, make sure you have a nice nest egg set aside first.

Once gone, that extra money also can’t be put to work for you. Justin Pritchard of The Balance notes that the
money used to pay off a loan in one fell swoop could instead be used to earn a degree, make vital home
improvements or even invest. These options can pay big dividends down the line, which might offset or supersede
any money you’d save on your loan’s interest payments.  

The answer to whether you should pay off a loan early or not largely depends on your financial situation and your
level of comfort with pulling the trigger. Any and all major financial decisions should be mulled over with the utmost
consideration — speak with your family about the pros and cons of your decision, and if possible, seek out the
advice of a financial professional.
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Should You Install a Banking App on Your Phone?
Do the benefits of banking apps outweigh the potential downsides?

It’s not unlikely your smartphone is rarely out of reach if not constantly in your hand during waking hours.
Smartphones are a one-stop-shop for seemingly every need you have, whether it’s surfing the web, responding to
emails, texting a friend or engaging on social media. These devices have also become increasingly useful for
managing your money thanks to the availability of online banking. You may have reservations about incorporating
this very important aspect of your life into your smartphone, and that’s perfectly reasonable — using a banking app
on your phone is not without risks to consider. 

How apps are vulnerable
Your hesitance to download a banking app on your
phone likely stems from the fear that your
accounts and personal information could be
compromised. While the number of massive data
breaches might lead you to believe that mobile
banking is not as safe as you would hope, the
Identity Theft Research Center found that mobile
app breaches accounted for just 3 percent of all
hacked information in 2016.

Still, this is not to say that there are no risks
involved. NerdWallet’s Margarette Burnette writes
that mobile banking apps are primarily vulnerable
in two senses: man-in-the-middle attacks and key
logger software.

With a man-in-the-middle attack, a hacker will
intervene in the communication between a banking
app and the financial institution’s server. Because
a bank needs an authenticated server certificate to
proceed, a hacker might send back a false server
certificate that allows them to collect your personal information.

A key logger is a malicious kind of software that exists covertly on an electronic device. As the name suggests, it
literally logs every key input you make, which allows the software installer to get your passwords, account numbers
and other vital information.

How you can protect yourself
According to Burnette, banks are doing their best to thwart hackers by employing standards, policies and online
protocols such as firewalls, website encryption software, anti-virus protection and fraud monitoring to keep your
account information safe. Check with your bank to ensure that it is taking all necessary steps to ensure that your
money and identity are protected from thieves. If your bank is not using satisfactory measures, consider finding one
that does.  

While it’s essential that your bank be proactive in keeping your money safe, it is imperative that you take the steps
necessary to ensure that you are using a mobile banking app intelligently. Ensure that your device has the latest in
anti-virus software, which better ensures that your device would not become infected by a key logger or other malware.

Burnette also recommends that you take advantage of two-factor authentication, which increases security by
requiring a second piece of information like a one-time pin number sent to your phone or email before allowing you
to log in. Many banking apps also offer fingerprint and facial recognition, which helps to ensure that you and only
you are able to access the app.

If you are downloading a banking app for your smartphone, Burnette recommends ensuring that it is authentic. You
should only ever download official banking apps from verified marketplaces like the App Store and Google Play,
and you should be diligent to ensure that you are downloading the actual app and not a clever spoof.

It is also imperative that you not use a mobile banking app over public Wi-Fi. Doing so leaves you open to
man-in-the-middle attacks and makes it easy for others to see and abuse your information. You should only ever
bank on a trusted home wireless network or on your mobile’s cellular network.

Although nothing is foolproof, you can increase the safety of using a mobile banking app by being aware of the risks
and taking steps to avoid them. If you do, you’ll find that managing your money will become quite a bit easier.
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Why to Consider a Used Luxury Car
Six reasons to bring home a pre-owned, new-to-you luxury model

If you’re daydreaming about driving an affluent, stylish vehicle, but prefer more affordable transportation, consider
buying a used luxury vehicle. Here are just some of the advantages of pursuing this affordable yet rewarding route.

Enjoy luxury features for a lower price 
There are reasons that buyers opt for luxury
vehicles over economy ones: quality engineering,
features and conveniences provide a reliable,
elegant ride. By opting for a used luxury vehicle,
you can usually get a great bargain. That’s
because cars depreciate quickly — as soon as
they leave the dealership lot. This is especially true
of luxury vehicle models, which lose more value
during the first five-to-six years than an economy
vehicle during the same period, as Lifehacker.com
contributor Alan Henry confirms. If a dealership is
selling a used luxury vehicle, it will likely be eager
to get the car off the lot, which works in the buyer’s
favor.

Less depreciation during ownership
As mentioned earlier, luxury vehicles experience
the brunt of depreciation during their early years.
When you obtain a used luxury model, you’ll see a
slower depreciation rate for the time you own the
vehicle, as Autobytel.com contributor Lyndon Bell points out. Not only will this maximize your investment at the time
of purchase, but you’ll be able to sell it down the road at a price point not too far off from what you payed for it.

Advanced safety features
Luxury vehicles often possess the safety technology and amenities. For example, according to Bell, today’s
standard backup cameras, keyless entry systems and driver assist features — such as rear cross traffic alert and
blind spot monitors — were first available on luxury vehicles before economy vehicles. So, by purchasing a
pre-owned luxury vehicle, you’ll likely get more advanced safety features than you would on a similar model year of
an economy model.

Progressive comfort and convenience features
Besides advanced safety tools, luxury models tend to have avant-garde convenience and comfort features. For
example, automatic climate control, GPS navigation, self-dimming headlights and Bluetooth debuted on luxury
vehicles before they became available on economy vehicles. Bell points out that a used luxury vehicle will often
come outfitted with cutting-edge amenities that will still be desirable during the time of ownership.

The assurances of CPO 
If you buy a used luxury model through an authorized dealer, you can take advantage of the certified pre-owned
program it offers, as the Toronto Auto Brokers team recommends. CPO vehicles have been vetted through the
manufacturer’s thorough inspection process to help reduce the possibility that the manufacturer would have to pay
for major repairs or recalls down the road. Buying CPO will provide you with peace of mind, since this certification
lowers the used luxury vehicle’s risk of having serious problems later on.

If you need a vehicle to suit your lifestyle 
Maybe you work a high-profile job that is client-facing, and you need an affluent, stylish vehicle to transport
customers and business contacts. Perhaps you prefer a vehicle loaded with the latest safety defenses and
infotainment technology. Whatever the case, a used luxury vehicle might be a wise investment if an economy
vehicle lacks the features and conveniences that match your refined preferences. 

By purchasing a used luxury vehicle, you can enjoy the top-notch features and head-turning cosmetics that you
desire without breaking the bank.
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Overdraft Protection 101
Benefits and drawbacks of overdraft protection

Living beyond your means can cost you twice. There’s the actual payment that you can’t cover and the
corresponding overdraft fee, which adds insult to injury by charging you a penalty for drawing money you don’t
have. It’s an expensive and frustrating cycle, but knowing how to use your financial institution’s overdraft protection
service to your advantage can help you break free. 

Overdraft basics 
An overdraft happens anytime the money coming
out of an account exceeds the amount available for
use. Since this creates a negative balance, a
financial institution will typically assess a
non-sufficient funds or overdraft fee —
Investopedia suggests an average of about $35. If
you are enrolled in what NerdWallet’s Spencer
Tierney calls a courtesy pay or overdraft privilege
program, your financial institution will complete a
one-time debit card purchase or ATM withdrawal
as requested even if it overdrafts your account.
The financial institution will assess the
non-sufficient funds fee but may not always notify
you when your account has a negative balance.
Additional purchases made with the overdrawn
account result in more NSF fees, and your account
may be hit with an extended overdraft fee if left
unattended for several days.  

It is at your financial institution's discretion whether
it will cover any recurring transaction, automatic bill payment or checks. If they do not, then your payment will not
clear or your check will bounce. Not only will this lead to a returned-check fee or overdraft fee, but it will result in a
late payment that can carry penalties and fees all its own and will have a negative impact on your credit score.  

The upsides and downsides of overdraft protection
To better protect consumers from unexpected overdraws, most financial institutions now offer a service called
overdraft protection. Investopedia likens overdraft protection to a line of credit offered by the financial institution and
applied to an account whenever it is overdrawn. You may also have the option to link your checking account to a
credit card or to a savings account with the same financial institution to cover any overdrafts.

Perhaps the greatest benefit of overdraft protection is avoiding the embarrassment of a bounced check or declined
card. The Balance’s Justin Pritchard writes that overdraft protection can help you avoid other penalties or late fees
assessed if the transaction in question is paying a bill or making a credit card payment. This also negates the
undesirable effect that a late payment or bounced check will have on your credit score.

It’s important to note that overdraft protection is not free. Borrowing money from a linked checking or savings
account is likely the cheapest option. Tierney writes that you can expect to pay a fee of around $10-$12 for the
transfer, and that you may only be charged that fee once per day as opposed to once per transaction.

If you are borrowing against a credit card, Investopedia writes that the transfer of funds is tantamount to a cash
advance, which means that it both carries a cash advance fee and a high rate of interest. Borrowing against a
financial institution's line of credit also carries a high rate of interest, but this may prove cheaper than an NSF fee if
you pay the balance owed back quickly. Investopedia notes that financial institutions may charge a one-time fee for
every month that you rely on overdraft protection if you rely on it too much.

The best solution by far for avoiding overdraft fees and penalties is to be proactive about maintaining your account.
Check your balance regularly, budget accordingly and never spend more than you have available. By doing so, you
will never need to rely on overdraft protection even if it is a service available to you.
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Why You Should Open a Savings Account for Your Business
Learn the benefits of keeping your money separate

When you were a child, your parents opened your first savings account. As you grew and came into bills of your
own, you opened a checking account to have better access to your money. Now, as the owner of a business,
you’ve probably opened a business checking account so that you can pay your suppliers and separate enterprise
money from your personal accounts. If you really want your business to be as sound as possible, consider going
one step further and opening a business savings account.

Prepare for tax time
If you have spent time as an employee of an
established business, you know that the usual
automatic withholding of taxes can be extremely
helpful every time that tax season rolls around. As
a small-business owner, you are the one
responsible for knowing how much money you
owe in taxes and paying that amount to the
federal, state and local governments on time. A
business savings account can be a great place to
store or hold the money you know you will need
for tax payments. Not only will you yield some
interest from setting the money aside, but you will
ensure that you or your partners don’t spend it on
a business investment instead.

Save for a rainy day
When you’re managing your personal funds, your
savings account more than likely holds the money
you are keeping in case of an emergency, such as
a loss of job or a medical crisis. A business can
use a savings account for the same thing. Amanda Cameron of Patriot Software advises that a savings account is a
great buffer to cover unexpected costs that might otherwise severely hinder or even cripple your business. As liquid
assets, you can access funds quickly to fix any problems, such as broken  equipment or an accident, to make sure
that any work stoppage lasts the shortest time possible.

Earn interest
Interest rates are finally going up in the United States, which means that savings accounts might once again start
earning meaningful interest. Regardless of how much interest your money accrues, the team at the Money
Supermarket Financial Group points out that you will almost certainly earn a more competitive rate of interest with a
savings account than in a checking account. Whether you intend to use the money in the account for a rainy day or
just have it there for safe keeping, keeping it in a savings account ensures that your money is working for you.

Stay organized
Just like an individual can have more than one savings account, a business can also have multiple accounts. While
it might seem confusing to maintain separate accounts, it is a very basic way to make sure that all of your money
will be used for its intended purpose. Keeping your equipment funds in an account apart from the emergency
money will help ensure that you don’t accidentally overspend in an emergency and not be able to pay for upgrades
your tools need to stay competitive. This ensures more stability, even if it comes at the cost of added account
maintenance.

Consider talking to an associate at your bank or your financial advisor for the best advice for taking your business
savings to the next level. A business savings account is by and large a sound decision, but there may be options
available to you that work better for your business’s needs.
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CREDIT UNION FOR KIDS CAMPAIGN
Miracle Jeans Day

Every Dollar Counts
Help Holyoke Credit Union Make Miracles Happen on September 12, 2018
 Holyoke Credit Union is hosting a fundraiser for Baystate Children’s Hospital, and we need your help! On
Wednesday, September 12, 2018, stop by any branch, donate a dollar to the kids, write your name on a heart icon
and show your support for our community! Holyoke Credit Union employees will be wearing jeans that day at a cost
of $5.00 per employee in support of Credit Unions for Kids.

Did you know, just a dollar can make a big difference for a sick kid at Baystate Children’s Hospital: 

Wee Pee sized diapers, for babies weighing less than 800 grams, cost $0.41 
Preemie sized diapers, for babies weighing up to 4 pounds, cost $0.50 
Size 1 blood pressure cuffs for the smallest child patients, cost $1.08 
Baby blankets in the neonatal and Infant Critical Care Unit, cost $4.00

All it takes is a single dollar to help make a miracle!&nbsp; Stop by a Holyoke Credit Union Branch and donate a
dollar to make a difference on Wednesday, September 15, 2018.

About Credit Unions for Kids

Credit Unions for Kids is the brand under which America’s credit unions raise
funds for Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals. Since 1996, the credit union
community has donated more than $170 million to Children’s Miracle Network
Hospitals across the United States. The funds raised help support research,
facilities, equipment, patient services, uncompensated care and health
education programs benefiting 10 million children annually. 
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Do You Need to be Preapproved for a Car Loan?
Being better prepared for your next new vehicle purchase

Whether you’re buying a new vehicle out of need or simply because you feel you are due for an upgrade, making a
purchase that large usually means you will be paying with a loan. If you arrive at the negotiating table preapproved,
the whole process of buying a car becomes much easier.

More transparency
One of the ways dealerships make more money
from selling a vehicle to you is by acting as an
agent for the financial institutions that will issue
you a loan. In many cases, a dealership will have
relationships with a number of financial institutions
that enable them to profit even further from the
sale. According to Paul Cantagallo’s May 2018
article for SmartAsset, this often means that when
a dealer finds a loan for you, they tuck in
mark-ups, fees or even additional interest to get a
piece of the pie for themselves. When you go into
your financial institution branch and apply for a
loan, no one will be attempting to secretly draw
more money out of you. This also means that
you’re more likely to earn a lower interest rate on
the loan.  

More comfort on the lot
When a financial institution preapproves you for an
auto loan, you know exactly how much you can
spend on a vehicle. Before you hit a dealership lot for a test drive, look up the tax rate for its area so you can
calculate how much you can pay for a car before sales tax. Holly Johnson, writer for The Simple Dollar, says that
when you’re preapproved for a loan, you don’t need to look at the sticker price of the vehicle and try to calculate
payments and possible interest rates as you browse inventory. You can use all of your brain power to find the car
that’s best for you.

Power at the negotiation table
According to Phillip Reed, an automotive expert with NerdWallet, you should be treated the same as a customer
who is ready to pay cash for a vehicle when you walk into a dealership preapproved for a loan. While a sales
consultant might ask you how much you want to pay per month for a vehicle, you’ll instead know how much the
financial institution authorized you to borrow. You can nicely tell the salesperson that you are not financing with
them, and you should be talking about the overall price of the car.

When you finally pick a car and sit down at the table, you have more control with a loan already available. The
dealership might try to persuade you to buy add-ons you don’t want. To that, you can simply say you’re not
preapproved for an amount to cover those features. If you are buying a new car and the dealership isn’t bringing
down the price enough, you have the power to take your loan somewhere else and get a better deal.

Buying a car can be a stressful process when you’re not sure who you can trust and don’t know when someone is
trying to make extra money from you. Heading into the experience, knowing exactly how much you can afford and
where the money is coming from is one big step in the direction of getting you on the road at the lowest price possible.
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Your Wedding Attire Guide 
Clueless about what to wear to a wedding? Help is on the way

It’s officially wedding season! Not only are there tons of decisions that the bride and groom have to make before
their big day, guests often have their fair share of choices to make as well — like what to wear.

Sometimes, figuring out the type of attire to wear to a wedding is the hardest part about the entire the day. But it’s
important not to burden the to-wed couple before their big day.

Instead, take a look at their invitation or wedding website, which will likely list the type of wedding dress code the
affair will be — from black tie formal affairs to the casual experiences. But what do all those terms mean? Find out
here

Black Tie
Typically for weddings held in the evening,
black tie is the second most formal wedding
attire suggestion. 

Women: A long cocktail dress or evening
gown. Like white tie, the dress should
preferably be in a classic, neutral color such
as black, beige, brown or navy blue. 
 

“If you’re attending a black-tie wedding, it’s
particularly important to go long and
whatever you do, don’t wear a super short,
leggy cocktail dress,” says Jamie Miles,
TheKnot.com’s assistant managing editor.
“You don’t want to steal attention from the
bride, or show too much skin in the formal
photos.”

Men: A tuxedo including a black bow tie, cummerbund and black, patent leather shoes.

White Tie
The most formal of all weddings, white tie attire isn’t common among everyday brides and grooms. In fact, it’s
typically the type of attire worn to state dinners or even the Oscars. However, it’s still important to know what to
wear in case the occasion arises.

Men: A tuxedo including a long black jacket with tails, a white pique vest, a bow tie and optional white gloves for
dancing. Shoes would be formal and black in color.

Women: A long ball gown, preferably in a classic, neutral color such as black, beige, brown or navy blue. Makeup,
hair and jewelry should be glamorous and chic. 

Formal/Black Tie Optional
This phrasing means the wedding is slightly more informal than black tie, but the latter’s attire can still be fitting. 

Men: While a tuxedo isn’t required, it’s still appropriate to wear one if you’d like. If not, a formal dark suit and tie will
work just fine.

Women: Options include a long formal dress, a formal cocktail-length dress or even an elegant suit.

 

Beach Formal
Beach weddings get a rep of being casual, so “beach formal” is usually used when the wedding is held on a beach
or beach atmosphere, but is intended to be more formal (think sparkling sand, blue waters and charming sunsets).

Men: A summer suit with a linen shirt, linen pants or khakis and sandals. Ties are not required.



Women: A summer sundress or maxi dress with sandals or wedges. While dolling up hair and makeup is perfectly
fine, women can also opt to wear their hair naturally, sans makeup.

Casual
While “casual” doesn’t mean it’s appropriate to break out the jeans and tank tops, it is the most informal of all
wedding attire wording. 

Men: Dress pants or khakis with a button-down shirt.

Women: A sundress, a casual blouse and skirt, or even nice fabric pants. For shoes, opt for dressy sandals or
wedges.

 

Some other wedding attire rules to keep in mind:

Stay away from white. “Don’t take any chances wearing a white dress (no matter how casual it is), unless
the bride specifically asks guests to wear white,” says Ivy Jacobson, an assistant editor at TheKnot.com.
“Save it for another fabulous summer party!” Women should also avoid wearing anything close the color, like
ivory, beige or champagne.

Keep it PG. Be wary of showing off too much skin. Think of it this way: If you’d wear it to a club, it’s probably
not wedding appropriate.

“[Your outfit] can have one sexy element like a plunging neckline, short hemline, cut out, low back, or a body
con fit, but no more than one,” says Simone Hill, TheKnot.com’s assistant editor. “It’s a different story if you’re
hitting the club, but a wedding is not the club no matter how low you’re planning to get on the dance floor.”
Note the location. While wedding attire wording is the best way to determine what to wear, you should also
take into account where the ceremony is being held for more clues.

“If the ceremony is at a church, you’ll need a pashmina to tone down your barely-there backless dress,” says
Lauren Kay, The Knot’s style editor.  

Follow these helpful suggestions and you’ll look better than ever at your next wedding.
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Best and Worst Majors for a Future Career 
Find out what majors will help you later in life

If you’re looking to earn your bachelor’s degree, then you might be thinking about what to pursue. It turns out that
some majors might be better equipped to get you a job in the future and help you earn more — while some majors
won’t always put you on the path you were hoping for.

 

So before committing to a major, it’s important to do your homework and make sure it’s one that will give you the
most benefit. Here are the best college majors when planning for the future and alternatives for the not-so-great ones:

Best

Nursing - Salaries for registered nurses begin at a median of $55,400, with a 10-year job growth of 19.4 percent,
not to mention nursing professions will expand at nearly twice the national average rate by 2022. Why? 

 

“More elderly people will lead to a greater demand for health care,” says Matt Sigelman, CEO of Burning Glass
Technologies. And if you go on to get a master’s degree, you can qualify to become a nurse practitioner, which
earns a median salary of $89,960. 

Computer science - Getting hired right
after graduation as an information security
analyst or software developer won’t likely be
an issue for you, with a whopping 2,078,624
annual online job postings. Grads who
major in computer science typically begin at
a salary of nearly $60,000 and work for
some of the world’s fastest-growing
industries. There’s also lots of room for
growth, with a 36.5 percent projected 10
year job growth.

Actuarial mathematics - Actuaries typically
start with a salary of around $58,700 and by
mid-career are up to $120,000. In addition,
actuaries are able to work manageable
hours, with only three out of 10 working more than 40 hours a week. Most people who enjoy math will choose math
as their major, but actuarial mathematics might be a better path to a job requiring skills in math, statistics,
probability and finance.

 

Civil engineering - As one of the most in-demand job opportunities (with 259,495 online job postings a year), civil
engineers start with a salary close to a respectable $55,000, and increase vastly from there. Civil engineering
majors must enjoy math and science, as the career includes designing and supervising large construction projects,
from airports to sewer systems and tunnels.

Finance - “There will always be demand for people who know finance,” says Sigelman. “But the emergence of big
data has also made finance majors sought-after for a wide range of jobs involving analytics.” Sought after is right,
with the annual online job postings being 1,181,973. The income is respectable, too, with the median salary being
$67,520 and the top 10 percent of advisors earning more than $187,200.

Worst

Art history - With a degree in art history, you’ll likely earn an annual salary between $35,000 and $40,000. If you
have a passion for art, a better bet might be to major in art education, and later get a master’s degree, which would
qualify you for a postsecondary art teacher career, which has an average salary of $62,160. And that would make
you the highest-paying non-administrative job in the art industry.

Horticulture - There’s not a big demand for experts in this field, with under 400 annual online job postings. Plus,
the average starting salary comes in at $35,900, with a projected 10-year job growth of 19.3 percent. If you’ve
always dreamed of a career in plant layout and are an expert in greenery, a major in landscape architecture might
work better to your advantage. Landscape architects earn a median salary of $64,180 with a job growth rate of 14.3
percent.



Social work -  “Those who choose [social work] as a major should know that it tends to be an underfunded side of
the economy,” says Sigelman. With the starting salary being around $33,000, it’s definitely a needed and rewarding
profession. A public administration major, though, might offer more opportunities at a higher income.

Photography - A photographer begins with an average starting salary of $36,200, and only has a projected
10-year growth of 4.3 percent. If you have a passion for photography, take a few photography classes, but major in
film production. There are many professional photographers who can be successful with a high school diploma, but
holding a film production major means your mid-career salary will be around $71,000, and you still get that time
behind the camera.

Biblical studies - A bachelor’s degree alone in this major will net you around $50,000 mid-career, only increasing
about $15,000 from the average starting salary. It might be a good idea to get a masters to become a philosophy or
religious studies teacher, which is a solid career, but if you're looking to begin a career right after graduating from
undergrad, philosophy might be a more reasonable major. 

 

Regardless of what you choose, let us help you with the financing.
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