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Using CDs for Your Savings
The advantages and drawbacks of putting your money in a certificate of deposit.

If you have funds that you want to squirrel away without the temptation to dip into them, consider putting the money
into a certificate of deposit.

From savings accounts and money market accounts to stuffing cash into a jar on the cabinet or beneath the
mattress, there are a wide variety of ways to save your money.  These options offer varying advantages and
drawbacks, but what they all have in common is the idea that you can withdraw your money as soon as you wish. 
If you have funds that you want to squirrel away without the temptation to dip into them, consider putting the money
into a certificate of deposit.

What is a certificate of deposit or CD?
According to NerdWallet’s Tony Armstrong, a CD is a kind of savings account that typically offers a fixed interest
rate and fixed maturity date.  Insured by the National Credit Union Association, for up to $250,000, CDs are
considered extremely low-risk savings alternatives.  The advantage to leaving the money in your CD for a full term,
typically 5 months to 5 years, is that it will accrue interest over that period, offering a significant return on your
investment.

When a CD will not work – we have an option for you!
A CD requires the full term to pass before you can withdraw funds (without paying a penalty fee), so it might not
always be a sound option if it is your only means of savings.  CDs are attractive because they tend to offer higher
interest rates than savings and money market accounts, but they do not offer the same flexibility when it comes to
making sporadic withdrawals for emergency situations.

However, HCU has a solution for you – the COMPANION DEPOST ACCOUNT! The Companion Deposit Account is
a high-yield savings account that is a preferable alternative for those who are not positive they can do a fixed term
without having access to the money.

The Companion Deposit Account offers a great rate ($1.65% APY) with total liquidity, meaning you can make
withdrawals from this account whenever you want!

It is called the “Companion” Deposit Account because it must accompany a newly issued CD.

It combines the most attractive promotional features of CDs and savings:
Open and fund like a CD 
High yield like a CD 
Variable rate like a savings account 
Withdraw funds anytime, like a savings account 

This special deposit account does not allow additional deposits once it has been opened.

A CD might not be your investment of choice if you want a higher-risk reward proposition.  CDs are generally safe
additions to your portfolio if you want something reliable to fall back on, but if you prefer more aggressive
investments with potentially bigger payouts, CDs are not going to be the focal point of your financial strategy.

How to maximize your CDs
The “laddering” technique is a common approach to getting the most out of a CD.  The Wall Street Journal’s how-to
guide on CDs puts it as such:  “Let’s say you want to invest $15,000.  By laddering, you would invest $5,000 in a
one-year CD, $5,000 in a two-year CD and $5,000 in a three-year CD.  Then, each time one of the three CDs
matures, you would wither take the cash or re-invest it in another three-year CD to keep your ladder in place.”

This strategy enables you to continually collect interest and opt into higher interest rates if they are available at the
close of a term.  If you keep this method going continuously, you will allow yourself the option if having a chunk of
your CD savings at your disposal every year.  This way, you can decide whether you need the money for an
emergency or investment opportunity while the other CDs in your portfolio continue to accrue interest.

Investing in CDs is a safe, solid financial decision if you have the patience to bear it out.  To determine whether a
CD is right for you, talk to your financial advisor to learn more about the risks and rewards.
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Back to School Rewards with HCU’s VISA Platinum Rewards
Credit Card
Get triple points when you use your card for those essential purchases! 

It seems like the kids just got out of school for the summer but, before you know it, they will be going back.&nbsp;
So take advantage of HCU’s Back to School Rewards promotion to get the most bang for your buck when shopping
for back to school clothes and supplies!

Get TRIPLE Reward Points from August 1, 2018 – September 30, 2018 on all retail purchases after the first $500
spent when you use your HCU VISA Platinum Rewards Credit Card.

But don’t forget!&nbsp; You still will get TRIPLE points on gas purchase, DOUBLE points on grocery purchases
and a SINGLE point for everything else.&nbsp; You can’t lose!

And don’t forget to redeem your points for travel, gift cards, merchandise or cash back.

Get Member Loyalty Rewards for doing all your banking business at HCU!&nbsp; The more you do with us the
more you receive.

The following reward points will be rewarded to Rewards Cardholders:

Once $1,000 has been spent on your card within three months of the credit card being issued 
Points expire after 60 months

It’s easy to apply!

Go to to apply online, or 
Call our 24/7 Consumer Loan Call Center at 888-305-8530, or 
Stop in to one of our 3 convenient branches and ask for an application. 
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Mobile Remote Deposit Capture
Stricter endorsement rules to be enforced!

Mobile Remote Deposit Capture allows you to deposit a check into your checking or savings account without having
to step foot in the credit union or wait in a teller line.  Just take a picture of the endorsed check (front and back)
with your mobile devise (iPhone, Android or iPad) and deposit it into your checking, savings or money market
account through HCU’s mobile app.

However, as of July 1, 2018 new federal regulations require that checks must be endorsed in a specific way in
order to be deposited.  Checks not endorsed properly will be rejected.

Members must now endorse their checks as follows:

For Mobile Deposit Only
Holyoke Credit Union

Member Signature
Another thing to remember… All deposits made before 3:00 PM EST will be credited that day (Monday – Friday). 
Deposits made after 3:00 PM EST or on a weekend will be credited on the next business day.

For those who have yet to sign up for Remote Deposit Capture with HCU, just go to  https://holyokecu.com/personal/remote-banking-services/mobile-remote-deposit-capture
https://holyokecu.com/personal/remote-banking-services/mobile-remote-deposit-capture to learn what to do.  It is
easy! And, so convenient!
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Win a Magical Shopping Spree!
Enroll today! 

Go to your Credit Union Rewards website and enter to win, then use your Holyoke Credit Union Platinum
Rewards credit card three times per week for a chance to win an all-expense-paid trip to Chicago and
60-second shopping spree in a Rewards warehouse.
You’ve seen it on TV, right?  Someone in a mad dash down the aisles, grabbing items right and left.  Trying to beat
the clock.  And you may have wondered how it might feel to be that person.  Well, maybe it’s time to find out. 

But wait, look what else Holyoke Credit Union has pulled out of its hat!
As if a no-holds-barred shopping spree wasn’t enough, take note.  You’ll be running through a Rewards warehouse
located in one of the most magical cities in the country – Chicago, Illinois.  And it won’t cost you a dime.  The
airfare, hotel room, meals, entertainment, thousands of dollars in merchandise, three days and two nights…it’s all
on us.

Come to think of it, calling it a Magic Minute is not exactly accurate.  It’s more like days of Magic Minutes, if not the
trip of a lifetime.

Enter to win now!
Go to www.holyokecu.com to enter. 
Visit www.cumagicminute.com for details.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

No purchase necessary to enter or win.  Open to cardholders who are legal residents of the 50 U.S. states, D.C. or
Puerto Rico, 21 or older, who are enrolled in a participating credit union CURewards program.  Ends 9/9/18.  Void
where prohibited.  See full rules and how to enter without purchase at www.cumagicminute.com.  Sponsor:  PSCU,
560 Carillon Parkway, St. Petersburg, FL 33716.  
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Essential Improvements to Make Before Listing Your House
Things to do before you put your house on the market

If sentimental value translated into actual dollars, selling your house would be easy. Alas, putting your house on the
market requires a great deal of work. There are parts of your home that you might find charming or comforting, but
they might not translate to new buyers when you put it on the market. To ensure that you get the most out of your
listing, considering putting some attention into these details.

The heart of the home
The kitchen is a homestead’s central meeting
place, whether it’s during larger social
engagements or on a quiet night at home with the
family. According to Consumer Reports’ Daniel
DiClerico, it’s just as important to buyers, and
especially so to first-time homeowners. He
suggests investing in new cabinets, countertops,
flooring and appliances to help the kitchen pop
when you show the house. Updating your kitchen,
even if it’s something as simple as a fresh coat of
paint or a stylish backsplash, can pay big
dividends when trying to wrangle buyers in the
market for a welcoming home.

Update what’s underfoot
The flooring choices available to you are as varied
and abundant as the preference of today’s
homebuyer. Because reflooring your home is
costly and might actually wind up making it less
appealing to certain shoppers, The Balance’s
Elizabeth Weintraub recommends focusing on high-traffic areas like the family room, living room and dining room.
An engineered wood floor, for example, is fairly inexpensive to purchase and can be installed rather easily — and
often without the help of a professional. Putting this down in your living room or dining room might help give it just
the right aesthetic touch to turn a browser into a buyer.

Brush-up and touch-up
You might be able to see past the chips and imperfections in the paint on your living room wall, but buyers almost
certainly will not. The same can be said for for any staining or cracking in your ceilings. Even if they’re mere
cosmetic imperfections, they might speak to a potential buyer about age and unreliability.

To combat this, Weintraub recommends repainting walls as a cost-effective step to improve the salability of your
home. While you might like the bright, fun colors of a living room, it’s recommended that you opt for something
neutral when showing a home — think grays, off-whites or beiges. At the same time, personal touches like wood
paneling, wallpaper and textured ceilings might not hold the same sense of hospitality for a prospective buyer as
they do for you and your family. Homebuyers like to think of a home as a blank canvas upon which they can build
their lives, and taking as much of yourself out of your former home as you can gives them the freedom to do so.

Spa-like refresh
Improvements made to your bathroom will resonate with potential buyers and are well worth your investment.
Before putting your home up for sale, consider making any upgrades that would make your bathroom look clean,
sparkling and unused. Weintraub recommends scrubbing away all signs of use, like lime deposits and soap scum,
and replacing any facets or fixtures that can’t be restored to a proper degree. You can enhance the look of your
bathroom further with new lighting and a lighter hue of paint, which will open up the space even more.

Putting a home on the market is a draining process, but taking the time to make certain necessary improvements
can pay out in a big way when the offers start coming in. If you want to get the most out of your listing, consider
seeking the services of a staging professional to get an honest assessment of what needs to stay and go.
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Why Renters Insurance is Important
A closer look at the benefits provided by this fairly affordable form of insurance

Homeowners insurance is one of the most valuable resources individuals can rely upon during a natural disaster, or
any other incident resulting in a damaged house. According to Barbara Kiviat of Consumer Reports, the vast
majority of U.S. homeowners — 95 percent to be exact — have policies in place to cover damage caused by
natural disasters or theft.

Unfortunately, the percentage of renters who take advantage of a similar form of coverage is not nearly as high.
Kiviat explains only 41 percent of U.S. renters have renters insurance. These renters would be wise to pay for
renters insurance, as it covers a wide array of scenarios and offers an even wider assortment of benefits.

What is renters insurance?
According to Gino Zahnd, a contributor for the
Huffington Post, renters insurance covers a
renter’s personal belongings that could be
damaged by fire or theft, as well as stolen items.
Jean Folger of Investopedia notes how renters
insurance is completely separate from a landlord’s
property insurance. While the property insurance
covers damage caused to the property itself, only
renters insurance covers the items a tenant owns.
Renters insurance provides benefits to landlords
as well. Zahnd goes on to say if a tenant has
renters insurance, the landlord’s insurance won’t
have to cover the costs of damage created by a tenant.

Why do so few renters utilize renters
insurance?
The low rate of renters insurance adoption among
U.S. renters is due to a number of different
reasons. Maggie McGrath of Forbes states that of
the 59 percent of renters without renters
insurance, a majority felt they didn’t need it, many thought it was too expensive and some simply hadn’t gotten
around to it. Simply put, these lines of reasoning are plagued by misconceptions. For example, Folger states the
average renters insurance policy costs $187 a year, making it one of the most affordable forms of insurance.
What’s more, McGrath states, renters who do not utilize renters insurance stand to lose up to $15,000 by not opting
in for coverage. Renters insurance is even becoming a requirement to rent apartments in certain parts of the country.

What does renters insurance cover?
Kiviat explains that the first step in choosing a renters insurance policy is to understand what is covered by that
policy. While policies differ between providers, there are a standard set of benefits that almost all renters insurance
policies cover. Damage caused by fire or theft are generally covered across the board. Folger does note many
policies do not cover earthquake or flood damage, requiring a separate policy for those natural disasters. There are
other even less commonly known benefits. For example, many renters insurance policies provide additional living
expenses if a tenant is displaced from their current abode, helping pay for the costs of hotel rooms while repairs are
performed.

What is liability coverage?
As beneficial as all these forms of coverage are, Maryalene LePonsie of U.S. News claims the most important
benefit of renters insurance is liability coverage, which helps protect policy holders from legal action and damages
resulting from an accident at their rented property. For example, if someone is injured in a tenant’s apartment or if
that tenant accidently causes a fire in their apartment, liability coverage can cover any court costs or legal
expenses. As these costs can quickly add up, this is a good tool to have when facing legal woes. Folger states
most renters insurance policies provide at least $100,000 in liability coverage. If even more coverage is required,
many insurance companies can initiate an umbrella policy to add more coverage to those rising costs.

With all of the benefits that renters insurance can provide, there is little reason for tenants not to opt into this fairly
affordable form of insurance.
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Should You Add Car Accessories to Your Loan?
Be ready to walk into the financing office of your dealership

Buying a new or used car can be one of the most stressful transactions of your life. As difficult as it might be to
narrow find the car that’s right for you, haggling for a good price with a salesman who is trying to get as much out of
you as possible is even harder. Once that’s taken care of, you’re sent to the dealership’s finance department to sign
a giant stack of papers and answer questions about accessories, insurance and additional warranties to add to your
loan. While adding accessories to your car is a good way to make it just right for your needs, you will want to
consider the pros and cons before you add these additional costs to your loan.

Know where they come from
Not all accessories in the car world are made
equal. Tom McParland of Jalopnik points out that
there are generally two categories of accessories:
factory- or port-installed accessories and
dealer-installed accessories. Accessories installed
by the manufacturer in the factory or at the port
when they are brought into the United States are
listed on a vehicle’s window sticker and cannot be
removed from the vehicle. Oftentimes, the factory
accessories are lumped in together with other
related components as part of an equipment
package. The fact that these extras cannot be
taken off and are usually included in price of the
car makes them automatically included in your
loan. On the other hand, dealer-installed
accessories can usually be removed and bought
outside of the loan (or even months after the initial
vehicle purchase).

Know who sells it
Before you consider adding an accessory to your car and loan, do your research. Depending on your vehicle, the
accessory you’re looking for might be available from your manufacturer, but it could also be made by other parties
for a similar cost. Joe Bruzek of Cars.com wrote in the Chicago Tribune that several accessories like wind
deflectors, spoilers or mud flaps are available outside of a dealership, but you might choose to add them to your
car in the dealership if you want to avoid the hassle of finding an accessory shop and qualified technician for
installation. If there is a quality difference between the aftermarket part and the manufacturer’s part, your research
will let you know so you can pick the option that will prove most reliable.

Know if you can afford it
The most important thing you should consider before adding a car accessory to your car loan is if you can really
afford it. A dealership employee trying to convince you to purchase an add-on to your vehicle will probably just
pose it to you as an additional cost per month with your loan. Before you sign on the dotted line, Craig Guillot of
Interest.com recommends doing the math to figure out the real cost. You have to consider that the more you add to
your loan, the more interest you will owe the bank by the time your loan is up.

Adding accessories to your car loan can make a lot of sense if it’s a pricey add-on that will significantly improve the
function of your new vehicle. Make sure you look at all the numbers before you make a decision that could impact
your budget for years to come.
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How to Value Your Business When Selling
Your business’s true value might shock you

There are many reasons to sell a business as well as many reasons to have an up-to-date business valuation even
if you aren’t selling. Regardless of the reasons, a number of factors will play a part in determining the value of your
business. On top of that, all of them require a professional to properly assess.

Hire a professional
The first and most important rule of valuing your
business is not to do it yourself, as owners tend to
— understandably — overestimate the worth of
their enterprise. “There is a level of emotional
attachment owners place on their businesses; after
all, you put years of blood, sweat and tears into its
creation, therefore it feels like it should hold more
value,” Andrew Bass, Chief Wealth Officer for
Telemus, writes in a March 2018 article for
Kiplinger.com.

It is going to be impossible for you to step back
and make an objective assessment of your own
business, making it important to get your valuation
done by a professional. “It’s not uncommon for
owners to think their business are worth more than
they actually are, and they might balk at the
legitimate offers being made,” Bass says, though
he adds that it can go the other way around as
well. “Unique tax and business aspects of the
business and environment may result in greater value!”

A Chartered Business Valuator, or anyone valuating your business, such as an accountant, can use a number of
business valuating methods to determine a fair price for your company.

Earning value
Often regarded as the best way to value an establishment, the earning value approach attempts to estimate a
business’s ability to generate wealth in the future. “With this approach, a valuator determines an expected level of
cash flow for the company using a company’s records of past earnings, normalizes them for unusual revenue or
expenses, and multiplies the expected normalized cash flows by a capitalization factor,” writes Susan Ward,
co-head of IT consulting business Cypress Technologies, in a September 2017 article for TheBalance.com.

One of the weaknesses of this method is that it is difficult to assess the percentage of business that may be lost by
a change of ownership, which will affect customer loyalty. Ward says this can be mitigated in several ways, such as
when a trusted family member takes over the business.

Market value
The market value approach attempts to determine the value of your business based on the value of similar
businesses that have been recently sold. While this method is trickier than others because of the requirements
involved — there need to be sufficient similar businesses to compare yours to and sufficient information about their
sales, which can be difficult to acquire — it also comes with some advantages to the business owner. “Using
competitor valuations to establish your own makes it difficult for investors to tell you that your valuation is too high
which is often a tactic used by investors to bring your price down in order to obtain more equity for their
investment,” says Alejandro Cremades, co-founder of Onevest, in a March 2018 article for Forbes.com.

These are just two of the most common types of business valuation methods, though there are many more, and
combinations of methods ultimately tend to be the most effective. Regardless of the methods you adopt in the end,
remember that the most important step of successfully selling your business is to start by hiring a professional.

[BS_Recips = ""]]
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Starting Up a Business on Etsy
Etsy gives you the chance to make a living doing what you love

Starting your own business is an exciting endeavor, and with popular digital platforms like Etsy on the rise, it’s
easier than ever to get the word out about your ideas. If you’re someone who makes your own products, Etsy is a
great system to use.

Etsy is a marketplace designed for novel, handmade items. Once you find something you’re passionate about and
enjoy creating, you’ll want to focus on originality, marketing and how you stand out amongst the competition.

Compare pricing
Market research is a major part of any business
plan. Before you start up your business, you need
to determine where there are gaps in the market
and compare prices. While matching or beating the
pricing of your competition can give you an
advantage, you can’t slash your prices if you’ll end
up selling your products at a loss. “Paying yourself
first — and fairly — should be top priority,” says
Amy Schroeder, entrepreneur and founder of
Venus Zine. 

Pick the right name
In the age of social media, sound bites are a key
part of your marketing strategy, which means you
need to find a catchy name for your business.
While choosing the perfect name isn’t an
end-all-be-all of an Etsy business, having a
unique, standout name can be helpful when you
begin to advertise. Choose something simple and
memorable to help news travel by word of mouth.

Sarah Peterson, a contributor at the Huffington Post, recommends searching for other shops with similar names.
“While it can be crushing when the shop name that you’ve set your heart on is not available, don’t let it stop you
from creating your shop,” she says. “If you’re in this boat, try adding the word ‘shop’ or ‘boutique,’ your location or
even your initials to the end of your desired name.” If you can’t think of the perfect name up front, don’t fret. You
always have the option of changing your business’ name with an Etsy store.

Marketing
In a digital platform, digital marketing is more important than ever. You can have great products, but without great
photos, it won’t translate to your customers. “The age-old expression ‘first impressions are everything’ holds true on
Etsy,” says Schroeder. “Because Etsy is an image-driven site, shoppers make quick visual decisions based on
needs, personal taste and the quality of your shop’s images.”

Before you get caught up in the world of photography, step back and take a look at what resources you already
have. You don’t need a DSLR camera to take quality photos. Smartphones nowadays have great camera quality,
so you just need to know how to set up your shot. If possible, set up a neutral or aesthetically pleasing background
for your product photos. Remove any extra clutter from the shot so your product can stand out as the focal point of
the image.

Finding a craft you’re passionate about is an extraordinary discovery, and being able to make money doing it is
even rarer. Starting a business on Etsy gives you the chance to make a living doing what you love; you just have to
know where to start.
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2018 Back to School Supply Drive
We need your help! Drive extended until August 17th!
Holyoke Credit Union is still collecting notebooks! for the Holyoke Safe Neighborhood Initiative (HSNI).  We have
extended our drive  until August 17, 2018.

We are hoping to collect as many as 4,000 single subject notebooks, which will be distributed to children in
Holyoke, giving them a head start on the upcoming school year.

Each year the HSNI puts on this drive to help those in need in Holyoke.  They are hoping to fill 2,000 backpacks
with various school supplies.  The backpacks will be distributed to children at a special event in August.

If you would like to help enhance the education of Holyoke’s students, please bring your donations to HCU’s main
office at 490 Westfield Road in Holyoke.  There is a donation box in the lobby.

Help the children of Holyoke start the school year off on the right foot!

Your caring makes a difference!  Thank you for your generosity!

“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”Benjamin Franklin
“Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it today.”Malcom X 
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Is it Safe to Save Your Credit Card Info Online?
Tips for protecting your information against identity thieves

If you are a frequent online shopper, having your favorite retailers store your credit card information seems like it
might make sense. Having your information at the ready helps you avoid having to input your data every time you
start the checkout process, but is it trustworthy? Putting your credit card information in someone else’s hands
opens you up to a greater risk for identity theft, which begs the question of whether it’s safe to store your
information anywhere other than in your pocket.

Safety before convenience
Despite the security measures a website takes and
its reassurances that your information will be safe,
NerdWallet’s Lindsay Konsko notes that any
information put on the internet is not safe from the
intentions of others. Even with extensive security
measures, online retailers are increasingly
susceptible to data breaches that can put your
credit card information out in the wind.

Though saving your information on a website for
easier checkout might seem like it benefits you first
and foremost, Konsko notes that it’s actually of
greater benefit to the retailer because it
incentivizes multiple visits and purchases. Not
storing your credit information on a retailer’s
website might mean that you need to take a little
extra time before pulling the trigger on a purchase,
which might actually help you ward off impulse
purchases.

How to safeguard your info
Not storing your credit card information is a crucial safeguard you can implement when shopping online, but it’s not
the only thing you can do to help protect yourself from hackers. According to The Balance’s Latoya Irby, you should
patronize only trustworthy sites and shun clickbait. This should include not clicking on links in emails — especially
unsolicited emails from retailers you don’t recognize or for whose mailing lists you don’t recall signing up. If an
email offer seems appealing, you should instead type the URL directly into your browser.

When selecting which card to use to pay for your purchases, it’s better to use a credit card than a debit card,
according to Matt Schulz, U.S. News & World Report contributor and senior industry analyst at CreditCards.com.
This is because credit cards do not provide a direct line to your actual money, unlike debit cards, making it less
likely that you would be unable to pay a necessary bill if your identity should be stolen.

According to Irby, it’s best to refrain from making online purchases from a network that supports public computers
due to the visibility of your data. You should always avoid inputting vital data over an unsecured Wi-Fi network, and
you should also refrain from making purchases using public Wi-Fi like that you’d find in a coffee shop.

If you’re shopping somewhere you haven’t before, Irby recommends researching the site by checking Consumer
Reports or the Better Business Bureau for stats on the retailer. It’s also imperative that you keep your computer
protected with anti-spyware and anti-virus software programs. When shopping, always ensure that the website you
are using is secure. This is typically indicated by a green lock icon found in the URL bar.

Saving your credit card information online might seem like a convenient, time-saving option, but it’s more likely to
lead to the bigger headache of having your information stolen. Be smart with your credit card and personal data and
always be cautious when shopping online.

Holyoke Credit Union • 413-532-7007 • https://www.holyokecu.com/ 

 



 

How to Start Planning for Christmas in July
Avoid stress and debt by planning ahead for the holidays

July is the half-way mark through the year, which indicates Christmas is just six months away. While it might be
tempting to save the preparations and shopping till closer to December, you can minimize potential stress and save
money with a little bit of early planning — beginning in July.

Start a Christmas spending fund

Julie Jaggernath, contributor with myMoneyCoach,
advises establishing a savings goal in July. Look at
your total expenses from last year’s holiday to set
an estimated amount you’ll need to save this year.
Divide that sum by six and you’ll get the monthly
amount you should set aside for the next six
months. By proactively saving money gradually
from now until Christmas, you can simply tap into
this fund when the holidays arrive instead of
maxing out your credit card.

Save money by cutting down on expenses
TheIntentionalMom.com founder Jennifer
Roskamp recommends curbing your monthly
expenses. One way you can do this is to
downgrade a monthly subscription. For example, if
you can spend less on your monthly internet bill or
cell phone plan by opting for a different plan or
going with a different carrier, then do so. Another
way to cut back is to cancel subscriptions and memberships that aren’t crucial or that you seldom use. For
example, maybe you can cancel a few magazine subscriptions or a gym membership you never use.

Make homemade gifts in advance
The Simple Dollar contributor Trent Hamm explains that he and his family start making homemade gifts for friends
and family in July. Stationery, soap, bath products, meals in a jar, hand-knitted clothing accessories and photo
calendars are just some of the potential presents you can construct at home at low costs.

Homemade gifts are more personal than store-bought ones. Plus, having these gifts made before December will
significantly reduce the time you spend waiting in retail store lines during the holiday season.

Begin cleaning your house
July is also a great time to start tidying up your place of residence. Whether you live in an apartment, condo or
house, chances are you usually find yourself spending way too much time cleaning around the holidays in
preparation for parties and overnight guests. By beginning the process in summer and chipping away at the
messiest zones of your abode, you’ll spend less time cleaning once December comes, as Retro Housewife Goes
Green founder Lisa Sharp suggests.

Book holiday flights early 
While traveling during the Christmas season is common, so is spending a fortune on last-minute flight tickets.
Mid-summer is often the best time to purchase tickets for many destinations, as CNBC News contributor Abigail
Summerville notes. For instance, airfare tends to be low during July for the following popular destinations: Houston,
Seattle, Denver, Atlanta, Mexico City and Washington, D.C. To further maximize your savings, sign up for fare
alerts, which automatically alert you when the ticket price drops.

By implementing these practical strategies, you and your family can minimize expenditures while avoiding stress
and the headache of waiting in long lines this holiday.
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How to Get Your Kids Involved in Cleaning the House
Make cleaning the house a family affair

Cleaning the house is a necessary endeavor that’s not without its rewards. A clean home means less germs and
clutter, which means less time spent under the weather and fewer occurrences of stepping on your children’s toys.
Unless you have a particular affinity for tidying up, cleaning the household isn’t the most fun activity — but it can be
if you know how to approach it.   

Many hands make light work, which means you can spend less time cleaning by dividing and conquering tasks as a
family. Having your kids help with the chores teaches them discipline and teaches them the importance of
maintaining an organized household. By using these tips and tricks, you can get your kids on board with the idea of
pitching in when it comes time to tidying up.

Set the mood
Nothing gets toes tapping and muscles moving
like music. Create a soundtrack specifically for
housecleaning that will encourage your kids to get
involved. Fatherly’s Patrick A. Coleman
recommends trying different kinds of music to see
what works. Some kids might respond better to
contemporary pop hits than they would children’s
music, and you can always pop on the music from
the movie, television show or video game that they
are currently interested in.

Temper your expectations
You hold yourself and your spouse to a certain
standard of cleanliness, but if you want to get your
children in on the task at hand you will need to
learn to expect from them only what they are able
to do. Patiently teach them how to perform given
chores that most closely match their abilities and
skill levels. Younger children shouldn’t be handling
cleaning products or sharp objects, but they’re
perfectly capable of putting away toys and folding cloths.

You will also want to be very clear in your instructions to avoid having to explain yourself multiple times, which can
feel to a child like micromanaging and can discourage them from completing their task. To pull this off, Parents
magazine recommends that you specify exactly what you want done. Rather than tell your child to clean their room,
tell them what tasks need to be done to get their room sufficiently clean. If necessary, providing a simple checklist
can help ensure that your expectations are met.

Practice a tidy philosophy
A great way to get your kids involved in the process of keeping the house clean is by teaching them the importance
of cleaning as they go. While this can include learning where to put their dishes after dinner or their trash after an
afternoon snack, your best bet is to instill in them the importance of putting away toys before getting out new ones.
This enforces the idea of keeping a play area clean even as it’s being used, which prevents the area surrounding a
toy chest from resembling a disaster area.

Incentivize 
A great way to get your kids involved with cleaning is to provide encouragement for a job well-done. Whether it’s
play time, a special dinner or dessert, a trip to the ice cream shop or even a big hug, reinforcing your child’s good
behavior will help ensure that it becomes less of a struggle over time to get your children to join in on chores. For
older kids, you can implement the same approach by offering time on electronic devices or allowing them to go out
with their friends if they finish their chores. While you won’t want to rely on this to the extent that your kids will
expect something every time they pitch in, you can use incentives to your advantage to motivate listless little ones.

If you make cleaning a fun and rewarding family activity, your kids will become awesome helpers and your house
will shine in no time.

Holyoke Credit Union • 413-532-7007 • https://www.holyokecu.com/ 



 



 

Tips for Taking Better Phone Pictures
You don’t need expensive photography equipment to take a great photo

Smartphones make life more convenient. They help settle arguments with a quick Internet search, let you hold all of
your favorite music in the palm of your hand and give you an instant way to capture your favorite moments on
camera. If you’re relying on your phone’s built-in camera to take important pictures, there are ways you can make
your phone pictures even better.

Catch the light
The perfect photo opportunity can be ruined with
poor lighting. If you’re taking a photo of someone
and their face is in shadow, ask them to turn
toward the light for a better photo. Natural light is
always best, so take photos outside when
possible. Cotton Coulson, a photographer at
National Geographic, points out that direct sunlight
can cause awkward glares or shadows if you’re not
careful — that’s why slightly overcast skies creates
the best lighting — so step into the shade if you
notice unsightly shadows.

For indoor photography, ditch the flash. Adding a
flash to your photos causes awkward glares,
washes out your subjects and ruins any potential
the lighting may have had. Taking a photo in a
dimly lit room is possible without a flash; you can
edit the photo after it’s been taken. It’s much
easier to lighten a picture that’s too dark than it is
to darken a washed-out photo.

Find an angle
Photography is an art, so you should put your own personal spin on your pictures. Find unique angles that may not
have been explored before. This may require you to get creative: Lie down on the ground and take a photo from a
lower angle; go a few steps up the staircase and take a photo from above. There’s no limit to the number of
perspectives you can explore.

Be aware
Be conscious of objects in the background. For instance, if you’re taking a photo of your friend outside and there
are trees in the background, you don’t want to take a photo that looks like a tree is growing out of the top of their
head.

Rule of thirds
One important part of any photography class is the rule of thirds: Avoid putting your subject in the center of the
picture. Nikon’s Diane Berkenfeld suggests using gridlines to divide up the frame. In your settings, find the option
that says “grid” and turn it on. Then, open your camera and try to position your subject near one of the lines on the
grid. This will keep your subject slightly off center for a more visually appealing photo.

Don’t zoom in
Using the digital zoom function on your phone can be detrimental to a great photo. The digital zoom decreases the
quality of a photo, adding a grainy texture to the image. Instead, Cotton Coulson recommends moving closer to the
subject before taking your photo. If you can’t get any closer, go ahead and take a regular photo and crop it instead.

Self-edit
Don’t be afraid to edit your photos after you take them. You don’t have to be an expert with photo editing software
to put extra touches on the images. There are countless apps available to help you edit. Start by cropping the photo
and adjusting the brightness, contrast and any other settings that need some tweaking. From there you can begin
to play with color, increasing or decreasing saturation or adding filters to enhance the image.

You don’t have to be a professional photographer to take a great photo. With smartphone cameras getting better
and better, everyone has the chance to document their experiences on the go. Next time a photo-worthy moment
arises, you’ll be ready to capture the moment with these tips.
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