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100% Home Equity Loans (HELs)

Looking for a great way to borrow against your home with no closing costs,

 a competitive fixed-rate and low monthly payments?  

HCU has a 100% Home Equity Loan that fits the bill!

Consider this scenario.  You are a homeowner who has been living in your home for several years
and has faithfully paid your mortgage on time.  You are gradually paying off your mortgage.  Your
current mortgage loan has a very low rate which you want to keep, further, you’re savvy and don’t
want to add any more years onto your first mortgage.  Plus, you hate to pay closing costs.  However,
some unexpected expenses have come up and you need money fast.  What options do you have?  

At HCU, you have several options but let’s concentrate on HCU’s fixed-rate 100% Home Equity Loan
(HEL).  A Home Equity Loan is a loan that allows you to borrow against the equity in your home.  We
offer 5-year, 10-year, 15-year and 20-year HELs with a minimum loan amount of only $25,000.  

Equity is the difference between how much your home is worth and how much you owe on your first
mortgage. 

For example, you bought a home for $200,000 with a down payment of $20,000.  You borrowed
$180,000.  On the day you bought the home you have $20,000 worth of equity in the home.  Five
years later you have paid down $18,000 on your mortgage and your home’s value has also increased
by $25,000 ($200,000 + $25,000 = $225,000).  You now owe $162,000 on your mortgage thus leaving
you with $63,000 in equity on your home ($225,000 - $162,000 = $63,000). 

Most banks and credit unions only allow you to borrow up to 80% of the equity in your home.  But HCU
is different!  We will allow you to borrow up to 100%!

What’s the difference between an 80% HEL and a 100% HEL?  

Basically, it is the interest rate you pay.  Allowing a borrower to take a 100% HEL is a bit riskier than
allowing a borrower to take an 80% HEL and you’ll pay a slightly higher rate to have use of all your







equity.  

How do you know if this is the best option for you?  Contact one of HCU’s Home Loan Consultants to
discuss your options.  They can help you choose the best option for your particular stage in life or
financial situation.  

Contact either:

Brian Ahern at 413-532-7007 x1137 or bahern@holyokecu.com, or 

Sharon Hamel at 413-532-7007 x1113 or shamel@holyokecu.com

What can you use the money for?  With a Home Equity Loan you can use the money for any
purpose.  Perhaps you want to do some home improvements, have a new baby coming, have college
expenses looming, want to go on a much needed vacation…It is totally up to you!

At HCU you are not alone!  Ask how we can help you today!
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Get a great low rate on your new motorcycle loan at
HCU!

Holyoke Credit Union has always been
known as a great place to get a car loan, but
did you know that you can also get financing
for your new or used motorcycle?

Spring is coming and soon the open road will
be calling your name.

Click here to see the list of HCU’s preferred
motorcycle dealers on our website.

Applying for a motorcycle loan couldn’t be
easier:

Apply at the dealership,
Apply online anytime
Apply by calling HCU’s 24/7
Consumer Loan Center at
413-532-7007 Opt. 3 then 2, or
HCU offers very competitive rates for
both new and used motorcycles.

For model years 2011 or newer you can get a loan for as little as 2.99% interest with a term of up to
60 months.  For model years 2008-2010 you can get a loan for as little as 3.19% with a term of up to
60 months.

We also offer Guaranteed Asset Protection (GAP) and Credit Life and Credit Disability insurance for
your convenience.

Be it a Harley, a Suzuki or even a trike, we’ll help you finance the bike of your dreams.

For more information or to apply call one of our Member Service Representatives at 413-532-7007
today.

    www.holyokecu.com
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Coming Soon! Your HCU debit card has just gotten
more secure. 

In order to serve you better HCU is issuing, to all our
debit card holders, new debit cards with an EMV chip. 
The EMV chip-enabled debit card is designed to
provide more security in your everyday debit card
transactions helping to protect you from fraud.

You can expect your new debit card to arrive this
Spring with a new, sleeker look.

Once you have received your card, please activate it
and destroy your old card.  Be sure to notify all
merchants/billers with which you have established
recurring transactions and provide them with your new
card information.

Your new debit card will have the same card number,
but a different three digit security code and  a new
expiration date.

In the meantime, you can continue to use your current debit card with confidence knowing that you are
protected with 24-hour fraud monitoring and MasterCard™ Zero Liability Fraud Protection all from
Holyoke Credit Union.

Please call us at 413-532-7007 if you have any questions regarding your soon-to-arrive new
chip-enabled EMV debit card.

Because your financial security is very important to us!
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The Best Card on the Market Comes with Great
Rewards!

We designed the HCU VISA Platinum Rewards Credit Card to be the best card on the market
just for our members!

For starters:

Low interest rates

No annual fee

No balance transfer fee

No penalty rate for late payment 

2.99% on Balance transfers for 12
months

Also:

Earn points on every purchase. Get 
Triple points on gas and Double
points on groceries every day!

Redeem points for travel,
merchandize, gift cards and cash!

And as an added bonus:

Get Member Loyalty Rewards* – the more you do with HCU the greater the rewards. 

Just for opening!10,000 points

First mortgage 20,000 points 

Auto loan 5,000 points

Home Equity loan 5,000 points

Home Equity Line of Credit 5,000 points 

Checking with Direct Deposit 10,000 points 

*Member Loyalty Rewards Points will be awarded to Rewards Cardholders once $1,000 has been
spent on your card within 3 months of card issuance.  

Go online or stop in to one of our convenient branch locations to apply today!
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Five Myths About Buying a Home
Ignore these common myths about home buying

Buying a home can be a difficult process to pin down. Is it always better to buy than rent? How much
do you really need to put down? To shed some light on this perplexing concept, here are some
common myths associated with it — debunked.

 

Myth #1: It makes more sense to buy a house than rent. 
Not always. While it’s true that buying a house helps people build equity over time, being a
homeowner comes with lots of other expenses that renting doesn’t necessarily bring. In addition, in
some cases, the first few years of paying the mortgage can result in only interest charges paid rather
than paying down the loan — and that means sometimes buyers might not have as much equity as
they think. It’s a good idea to evaluate your personal situation to see if buying is right for you instead
of basing it off what other people deem the right choice.  

 

Myth #2: You must put
down 20 percent.
Sure, putting down a 20
percent chunk of the home
is ideal, but you don’t
necessarily need that to
purchase a home.
Realistically, few people can
afford to do that. However,
when you put down less
than 20 percent, you may
have to pay private
mortgage insurance (PMI).
And, some lenders have
even begun to provide
piggyback loans, where
those with strong credit and
low debt-to-income ratios
qualify for a second loan
toward the down payment.

Myth #3: Taxpayers can
always write off the entire
mortgage interest.
Most of the time, yes, people
can use the interest they
pay on their mortgage loan as a tax deduction, but the value of it may not be as much as you’d hoped.

 

“The value of the deduction is really just the extent that it plus other ‘itemized deductions,’ like state
and local taxes and charitable contributions exceed your standard deduction, which is currently $6,100
for individuals and $12,200 for married couples filing jointly,” explains Liz Davidson, CEO of Financial
Finesse, the leading provider of unbiased financial education for employers nationwide. “However, the
average mortgage interest rate in the U.S. is currently around 4.5 percent and the average loan
balance is just under $150,000. Even if the entire annual payment was interest, at $6,750 per year it







balance is just under $150,000. Even if the entire annual payment was interest, at $6,750 per year it
wouldn’t exceed the standard deduction for a married couple.”

 

Myth #4: You only need to save enough for a down payment. 
Having a secure down payment is a good start, but it’s also important to keep in mind closing costs,
which can be near 2-5 percent of your home’s purchase price. Also, many people buying homes tend
to want to fix up certain areas before moving in, including repairs or improvements. And don’t forget,
that house needs to be furnished. Perhaps most important, it’s wise to have enough money in the
bank to cover 3-6 months of expenses, in case an emergency or something else comes up. 

Myth #5: You don’t need to get a home inspection if the house appraises well. 
It’s great if the home appraisal goes well, but it’s an entirely different process than a home inspection.
While an appraisal estimates the home’s value, an inspection assesses the home’s condition. And
that means that even if your home appraises for the sale price or higher, there could potentially still be
unsafe elements or things that need to be repaired. The good news is that in some cases, buyers can
negotiate with the seller to have certain items fixed. So in general, it certainly pays to have your home
inspected, no matter whether the appraisal goes well.

 

Buying a home is one of the most costly things you will ever do, so make sure you do your research,
and be sure to contact us if you have any questions.
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Retirement Planning in Your 20s
Five best practices to jump-starting your savings

When you’re in your 20s, you are worried more about starting your career than you are about what
you’ll do when your career is over. Still, it’s important to put down some building blocks at this point to
lay a solid foundation for your financial future. Here are five tips to get the ball rolling:

Develop financial habits

You will want to become well-versed in the process of saving. Cash flow may be an issue in the
present, but your future self will thank you for not letting your expenses get in the way of your
retirement savings.

“These years of saving in your
early 20s are your prime years. If
you deny yourself the opportunity,
it will just set you back with
retirement planning in the long
run,” says Certified Financial
Planner Brian T. Jones on
Bankrate.com. “You’ve got to have
balance.”

To help, you’ll want to develop
another habit, one of overall
financial organization, recommends
Robert Berger of U.S. News &
World Report Money. Any simple
system for storing digital and hard
copies of records will end up
saving you a ton of time, hassle
and money in the future.

Stick to the basics 

When you first start learning about 401(k)s and hearing terms like “diversification,” it can make you
turn into a deer in headlights. Don’t let that talk deter you from starting your retirement investments. In
the beginning, the simpler the better. There are several options out there that automatically invest you
in a portfolio, including a broad range of stock and bond index funds.

Of course, investing won’t get you anywhere if you haven’t saved up anything to invest.

Boost savings as earnings increase

Ideally, this would be each year; regardless, you should boost your retirement savings as you continue
up the career ladder.

“Increasing your retirement contributions is easier than you might think,” Berger says. “For
tax-deferred accounts, keep in mind that each dollar of additional contribution will only cost you about
$0.70, depending on your tax bracket. And one easy approach is to use a portion of your pay raise or
bonus each year to boost your contributions.”

Once you max out your contributions to your 401(k), which hopefully your employer matches, you can
open a Roth IRA or other brokerage options, but you may need some additional assistance for that.

Choose your advisers carefully







When you get to the point where you want to take your retirement savings to the next level, there are
plenty of companies and individuals ready, willing and able to help. Therein lies the challenge for you
— sorting the proficient, trustworthy and affordable from the ones who are not so. Therefore, do your
research. Ask friends, peers and mentors for referrals, and check out reviews online.

Get your debt out of the way

It’s a lot easier to focus on saving when you have fewer bills to pay. Many bills, such as utilities,
cannot be avoided. However, high monthly payments to pay down your credit card debt can be one of
the biggest obstacles to retirement savings, no matter what your age. Make it your goal to consistently
knock out your debt through the years, maintaining a solid, smart payment strategy. Then, ensure that
you don’t add more to your debt.

By starting small and starting early, you will give yourself a huge advantage in the quest to achieve a
secure financial future.
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Financial Mistakes the Wealthy Avoid
Ten faults to avoid in the pursuit of being rich

Unless you are already rich, you don’t understand what it’s like to be rich. That said, you don’t know
the mental challenges that have been overcome and the sacrifices that have been made to get to that
level of wealth. In the pursuit of becoming wealthy, you need changes in habits, mindset and
corresponding attitude in order to avoid these 10 common mistakes.

Avoiding the topic of finances

Numbers can be overwhelming, especially when those numbers start getting bigger and bigger.
However, you absolutely cannot turn a blind eye to your deposit accounts or investment statements if
you expect to be wealthy in the long term.

Focusing only on saving and not
on earning

So you’ve decided you want to be
rich. Your strategy? Spend less.
That’s a good start, but it is in no
way going to make you a “one
percenter” on its own. There is a
limit on how much you can save,
but there isn’t one on how much
you can earn. Rather than spend
your time worrying about where
you can cut financial corners,
invest that time in finding
alternative ways to boost your
income. From a raise at work to a
side job, the possibilities are
endless.

Forgo saving

While you should primarily focus on earning more, that doesn’t mean you should forget about saving
altogether. Everyone should put back at least 10 percent of their income into a savings account as a
nest egg, in case of emergencies, for example.

“[Wealthy people] don’t live completely in the now; instead, they consider what they’re going to need
tomorrow and they make that a priority too,” says Rhett Power, Inc.com contributor.

Live beyond their means

An occasional splurge on a nice vacation for the family is one thing, but wealthy people typically don’t
spend their money just because they have it. Not if they want to remain wealthy, that is.

Forget to adjust their budget after a big life event

Whether you give birth to a child or a parent passes away, any big life change will affect your bottom
line.

“Whenever your life takes a turn in a new direction, find time to sit down, look at your finances and
adjust them accordingly,” says LearnVest’s Molly Triffin in Forbes. It might not be the first thing on
your mind, but it still needs to be in the mix.

Worry more about price than value







Being frugal is a noble intention, but it doesn’t always work out the best for you in the long run.

“Price-shoppers and coupon-clippers will hate this, but when you buy shoddy goods, you get
shoddy results. If you live by the price, you die by the price,” says Entrepreneur.com contributor Daniel
Ally. “Instead of buying what is ‘cheap,’ buy the best goods that are available.”

Overuse credit

In the pursuit of “saving” you may be tempted to utilize credit to get what you need now. Don’t give in
to that urge. When interest is taken into account, you will be paying much more later on, largely
decreasing the charged items’ long-term value.

Waste money on fees

Use of credit could also burn you with additional fees such as overdraft charges or missed payment
penalties. Don’t succumb to the “I want it now” mentality if you are not set up for it. In the meantime,
automate your payments and utilize online banking to constantly monitor your accounts and ensure
everything is on par and being paid on time.

Keep secrets from family

Not only is avoiding the topic of finances a no-no for you, avoiding it with your partner is also harmful.
Yes, these talks can be uncomfortable and may lead to arguments, but without a common
understanding of finances and monetary goals, there is no way you will reach those goals.

Forget to invest in themselves

Benjamin Franklin, who is said to have been America’s very first millionaire, has been quoted as
saying, “An investment in yourself pays the best interest.” Not only was Ben wealthy, he was wise; he
understood the importance of continually bettering yourself through increased education and training
investments.

It’s also important to note that experiences can make you “rich” as well in terms of self-fulfillment, so
don’t forget to also make yourself happy.

It is not possible to make these mental shifts overnight, as altering your mindset is quite the
undertaking. However, once you start changing your habits and avoiding these mistakes, you will learn
how to make the most of your money, in more ways than one.
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Insurance for Your Small Business
Protect your business with the proper insurance

Your small business represents a tremendous investment of both your time and money. In order to
protect that investment, you need the proper insurance. Here are the basics you need to know about
insurance for your small business.

All entrepreneurs know that they
have to be smart planners, looking
far into the future to foresee future
expenses and incomes and to plan
for future growth. There are many
things that cannot be controlled by
diligent planning, however; natural
disasters do not operate on a
schedule, and even the most
careful business owner can be
faced with a lawsuit.

Even if you can’t prevent a natural
disaster or another unfortunate
occurrence from happening, you
can protect your business against
the financial impact of unexpected
events by purchasing insurance.
Many types of insurance are not
just for added protection, but rather
are actually required by law by your
state government.

“Most states require businesses with employees to pay for workers’ compensation insurance,
unemployment insurance and state disability insurance,” according to the Small Business
Administration (SBA). “Your state may require insurance for specific business activities. For example,
if you own a car or truck and use it for business purposes, you may be required to purchase
commercial auto insurance.”

In addition to insurance that is required by your state, your financial lender may have its own
requirements, and your investors may also require you to carry certain insurance policies. For
example, some lenders and investors require that business owners maintain flood, fire and business
interruption insurance to protect the investments they make in your business.

“If your business is an LLC or a corporation, your personal assets are protected from business
liabilities; however, neither business structure is a substitute for liability insurance, which covers your
business from losses,” according to the SBA.

The general types of insurance for small businesses include:

General liability insurance: This protects against legal issues that arise if there is an injury,
accident or claim of negligence. If you have this type of policy, you will be protected against
having to make payments for property damage, bodily injury, libel, slander or medical
expenses. It also protects you from the risk of having to pay for your legal defense if a claim is
brought against you, as well as having to pay for settlement bonds and judgments that are
required if an appeal is made.

Product liability insurance: If your business manufactures a product or is involved with the







wholesale, distribution or retail of a product, you could be liable for its safety. Depending on the
product, this insurance can vary greatly in price. Your policy provider is best able to determine
how much coverage you need.

Professional liability insurance: Also known as errors and omissions insurance. If your
business provides a service, professional liability insurance can give you coverage against the
financial losses associated with claims of negligence, malpractice and errors. Some
businesses are required to carry this type of insurance, such as physicians who are required to
carry malpractice insurance to work in certain states.

Commercial property insurance: Anything related to damage or loss of company property is
covered by this insurance, provided that it is due to a specified event, such as a natural
disaster, vandalism or civil disobedience. There are all-risk policies that give comprehensive
coverage for a range of events and peril-specific policies for things such as fires or floods.
Business interruption insurance is one type of peril-specific insurance.

Home-based business insurance: Many small-business owners are forgoing the traditional
office to save money by working out of their homes, and that brings about its own set of risks
that need to be insured against. It isn’t possible to simply rely on homeowners insurance.

“If you operate a business from your home, do business inside and outside your home, or visit clients
at their homes, you may need additional insurance protection,” according to the insurance provider
Allstate. “Generally, homeowners insurance will offer a small amount of coverage for business
equipment, but most standard homeowners policies exclude coverage for businesses operating within
the home, and many policies don’t cover lost data, lost income or liability.”

There are as many types of insurance as there are risks that your business can face. This may make it
hard to keep them all straight, but it means that you can adequately protect your business, saving
yourself stress and money. Your financial adviser is your best source for determining your business’s
specific needs.
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Health Benefits of Chocolate
A piece of chocolate a day keeping the doctor away? It may not be
as absurd as it sounds

When one imagines the kind of indulgences that quickly derail diets, chocolate is certainly one of the
first things to come to mind. It may come as something of a surprise, however, to learn that there are
actually a number of health
benefits to eating chocolate.

Before you go grab a whole
handful of chocolate candies, it is
important to understand the
caveats. If you eat chocolate with
reckless abandon, you will gain
unwanted weight. Commercial
chocolate products are high in
added fat and refined sugar, which
adds up to unnecessary calories.
Eating chocolate to excess puts
you at risk not only for weight gain,
but also for high blood pressure,
heart disease and diabetes. As
such, you should always eat
chocolate in moderation; using a
calorie-counting app to monitor
your intake will help prevent adding
on extra pounds.

It is also important to note that not all chocolate is created equal. Of all varieties of chocolate, dark
chocolate, cacao and cocoa are considered by several experts to have the most beneficial qualities.
According to Scientific American, a 2012 review of 20 different studies found that daily, moderated
consumption of dark chocolate or cocoa resulted in an average drop of two to three points in blood
pressure readings over a period of time.

To be sure that you are getting the proper benefits, Mary Engler, Ph.D., a professor of physiological
nursing at the University of California at San Francisco, recommends to Women’s Health that, in a
day, you eat no more than seven ounces of chocolate that consists of no less than 70 percent cacao
or cocoa.

Just what are those benefits, though?

Antioxidants

According to WebMD, if a chocolate product contains a sizable amount of nonfat cocoa solids, then it
tends to have a high level of antioxidants. Dark chocolate in particular contains a great deal of
antioxidants, which help rid your body of cell-damaging free radicals. Steady consumption of
antioxidant-rich foods is associated with a lowered risk of cancer and a slowing of the aging process.

Reduced heart attack risk

The presence of flavanols in cocoa not only introduces antioxidants into the body, but the flavanols
are also the ingredient best associated with lowered blood pressure and a lower risk of cardiovascular
disease. According to Diane Becker, M.P.H., Sc.D., a researcher at the John Hopkins University
School of Medicine, daily consumption of flavanol-rich dark chocolate can reduce the risk of heart
attack by up to 50 percent due to its connection with slowing clotting in blood vessels.







Weight loss

Overconsuming chocolate will lead to gaining unnecessary weight, but according to the University of
Copenhagen, tempered chocolate intake can actually help you shed pounds. The research also
showed that eating a small amount of dark chocolate on a daily basis helps curb your appetite for
other sweets and fatty foods. By indulging your sweet tooth within reason, you will better overcome
the mental hurdle that comes with cutting junk foods out of your diet.

Rich in essential vitamins and minerals

Another added benefit of dark chocolate in particular is its high potassium, copper, magnesium and
iron content. These vitamins and minerals are key components to ensuring your health: copper and
potassium are useful in lowering your risk of stroke and heart disease; iron helps prevent anemia; and
magnesium fights high blood pressure and type 2 diabetes.

Again, it should be noted that chocolate will only prove beneficial for your health if you consume it in
an appropriate fashion. If you are able to regulate your intake and limit it only to the purest chocolates
possible, then you may find yourself benefitting in a number of surprising ways.
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Vehicle Details: What’s a Supercar?
The most elite vehicles on the road today are amazing

There’s no shortage of practical and economical vehicles on the road today, and many of them are
well-priced too. According to U.S. News & World Report in May 2015, the average transaction price
for a new vehicle was $33,560.

Many people consider a luxury car from Lexus or Mercedes-Benz the symbol of choice to show others
that you’ve made it. They offer luxurious interiors, lots of cutting-edge technology features and striking
designs. But when a $70,000 vehicle isn’t good enough, there are those supercars that most people
can only dream about, with features like seats stitched with gold thread, headlights with diamonds,
engines that crank out 1,000 horsepower and price tags that top $1 million. 

Bugatti Veyron

Since 2005, the Veyron has elevated the supercar game as few cars before it had. Sure, entries from
Lamborghini and Ferrari enabled buyers to achieve neck-snapping speeds in the lap of luxury, but the
Veyron brought the supercar to the current generation. With over 1,000 hp, zero-to-62 in 2.5 seconds
and a top speed of just shy of 250 mph, the Veyron did what many thought was impossible. The price
tag for such a car hovers around $1.7 million.

Koenigsegg Agera RS

When people think of Swedish
vehicles, Volvo is traditionally the
first thing to come to mind. But for
those lucky enough to be able to
attain a supercar in the first place,
the Koenigsegg brand has a real
treat. The Agera RS is as fast and
powerful as nearly any other
supercar on the market, and
allowed the brand to secure
deposits for all 25 units it put up for
sale. And with an asking price
somewhere around $2 million,
that’s no small feat. Koenigsegg
says the Agera RS can achieve
1,100 hp with 95 octane fuel, and
even more when you put in E85
through the twin-turbo 5.0-liter V8
engine.

W Motors Lykan Hypersport

With its love for the lavish, it was only a matter of time before Dubai got into the supercar arena. The
first creation of W Motors is the $3.4 million Lykan Hypersport, meant to invite Instagram posts all over
Dubai. And with so many insane spectacles all around the country, that’s saying something. The
Lykan Hypersport goes beyond raw power and adds features like gold stitching and diamond
headlights.

“Diamonds in the headlights are something we don’t need at all, actually. It was a true marketing
gimmick that we integrated. But people talk about it,” according to Ralph R. Debbas, the W
Motors’ CEO.

Sure, the majority of people will never be able to buy their own supercar, but as long as your vehicle







Sure, the majority of people will never be able to buy their own supercar, but as long as your vehicle
gets you where you need to go and you love it, there’s nothing wrong with dreaming. And when you
find your dream car, let us help you with the financing.
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How to Go Green in the Garden This Spring
Enjoy your favorite outdoor hobby without any environmental
concerns

Gardening is a peaceful pastime that can create a beautiful habitat for local animals, but can also be
difficult to maintain due to a variety of pests and natural dangers. Protecting a garden from pests, such
as bugs, and drought can be difficult, but it doesn’t mean you need to turn to harsh chemicals that
could hurt the environment. Instead, consider following these easy methods to go green in your
garden this spring.

Use natural pest control

When gardening, it might feel as if
there is a constant battle between
you and pests. Rather than fighting
this battle with the harmful
chemicals frequently found in
pesticides, choose a natural route.
The Mother Earth News website
suggests using garlic oil spray as a
way to fight off insects, such as
whiteflies, aphids and most beetles.

For the garlic oil spray, simply mix
three or four cloves of minced
garlic into two teaspoons of mineral
oil. Let it sit overnight. Strain the
garlic out of the oil and add it to
one pint of water, then add a
teaspoon of biodegradable dish
soap. Spray it on and around the
plants in your garden, and the majority of bugs will avoid them.

Be water-smart

Gardening can take a lot of water, so it’s important to be smart when watering your garden. Drip or
trickle irrigation systems are a great way to use less water while keeping your plants fresh. Try to
water early in the day to avoid evaporation. FarmFlavor.com even suggests harvesting rainwater to
keep your garden fresh. Simply use rain barrels to collect the water as it falls, then fill your watering
can with it. This is an eco-friendly yet easy method of keeping your garden green without wasting any
water.

Compost and recycle

Composting is one of the best ways to take care of a garden. A compost pile allows you to get rid of
leaves, twigs, weeds, dead annuals and kitchen waste without sending it to the local landfill. Using old
leaves from the fall as mulch also saves a lot of money in the long run, while also providing the
perfect nutrients for a garden to flourish.

Choose the right plants

There are millions of plants available, so it is important to choose the right ones for your garden.
Choosing disease- and insect-resistant plants is a great way to reduce the amount of work and worry
you put into a garden. If you are looking to entice bees and butterflies into your garden, then consider
planting at least ten pollinator-attracting plants. The California Native Plant Society even suggests







planting native plants to encourage their growth in your area.

Regardless of the type of garden you wish to plant in your backyard, there are several ways to stay
eco-friendly. Help out the environment while enjoying your favorite hobby by using green practices,
and your garden is sure to flourish.
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