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Full Service Mortgage Lending
Ask the Heritage Bank Mortgage Experts
Come In Today and Get
Pre-qualified for the
Home of Your Dreams!

Sharon and Kelly are happy to assist you with your Mortgage Loan. Heritage Bank offers full service
mortgage Lending and We'll Get it Done Quickly!

With a Mortgage Loan from Heritage Bank, you can have the home you've dreamed of. Ask about our
many mortgage products: Conventional Home Mortgage Loans, Single Family Mortgages,
Multi-Family Mortgages, FHA Loans, USDA Loans, Variable Rate Loans, VA Loans,
Pre-Qualifications.

Sharon Turner, VP, Mortgage Origination Manager, NMLS #619140  -  (775) 321-4180 *
sturner@heritagebanknevada.com

Kelly Wilmoth, AVP, Mortgage Loan Officer, NMLS #619139  -  (775) 321-4151 *
kwilmoth@heritagebanknevada.com 
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INSTANT BALANCE
View Your Heritage Bank Account Balances Without Logging In
Turn On Instant Balance and you can view your Heritage Bank account balances without
having to log in. Just look for the INSTANT BALANCE BUTTON on the Login screen to view your
balances instantly.
To activate, open the Heritage Bank of Nevada app. When you click on the app, put in your ID,
password and touch 'Log In.' Then click on 'More.' Go to Instant Balance Settings. Switch Instant
Balance ON and select from the list of eligible accounts that you wish to view instantly. It's that easy. 
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Does Your Logo Need a Refresh?
Examine the reasons why your organization’s icon may require an
update

Earlier this year, electronics retailer Best Buy announced that it would be updating its brand logo.
According to Eli Blumenthal of USA Today, Best Buy’s previous logo design was used for nearly three
decades, making this a rather large change for the company. The retailer’s new logo is designed to
complement its attempts at repositioning itself as an experience-based business, rather than simply a
place to buy electronics.

Of course, a new market position is just one of many reasons why organizations decide to redesign a
logo. If you run a business or non-profit, you too may be considering a new logo for your brand. The
first step in updating your brand’s logo is to determine why you want it to change in the first place.

To reflect a market repositioning

As previously mentioned with Best
Buy’s recent logo redesign, many
businesses change their logos to
better match a new market position
they have adopted. Gabriel
Shaoolian, a contributor for both
Forbes and the Huffington Post,
notes that even if a company’s logo
fits their initial business model, that
business model will undoubtedly
change over time, resulting in a
logo that doesn’t match the
company’s new trajectory.
Restaurants such as Pizza Hut
often redesign their logos to better
reflect their emphasis on speedy
food preparation and delivery. Solid
color schemes and simple designs
better embody these traits than
complicated classic logos. However, do be careful not to change your logo too much. If you do,
returning customers may have difficulty recognizing your brand.

To simplify brand images

One of the most common reasons behind a logo’s redesign is to simplify it. Shaoolian states that logos
with too many colors or too much detail don’t translate well to digital media formats, where a majority
of customers interact with brands today. Olive Garden recently traded out its ornate iconography for a
simple yet elegant logo. Instagram also traded out its original logo for something a little less complex.
When companies do the opposite and add complexity to their logos, it often doesn’t translate very
well. There are exceptions, however, as AdAge’s Ann-Christine Diaz points out that Amazon’s current
logo is filled with subtle images that are pleasing to the eye and add a little more personality than its
original, bland logo.

To simply update your logo

Sometimes you might want to switch out a logo due to the fact that you have used it for so long. Goran



Paunovic of Forbes notes that a dynamic brand image change can generate new interest in that
brand. Shaoolian explains that design conventions that were adhered to when a company’s original
logo was developed do not always translate well for modern audiences. Although a wreath had
adorned the Cadillac emblem for decades, the automaker recently removed that design aesthetic to
make the brand’s crest match modern automotive emblems. Still, sometimes what’s old is new. When
Bacardi was looking for a way to refresh their logo, they actually used an older logo design as
something of a throwback, which helped emphasize the strong history of the brand.

To create a universal message

As companies expand into global markets, they may find what worked for one market does not
necessarily work for another. Saijo George of Medium explains that this was a major motivation for the
Mall of America redesigning its logo. The Mall of America’s logo was previously adorned with red,
white and blue banners. However, as the shopping center evolved into a major tourist destination for
international travelers, the mall decided to create a more vibrant design with a color scheme that grew
beyond the main three colors associated with the U.S.

Once you have determined the reasoning behind a logo redesign for your brand, you can begin
developing a symbol that best represents your organization.
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Asking the Right Questions to Understand Your
Customers' Needs
Practical strategies for identifying client demands

Obtaining a thorough understanding of your customers’ current and future needs will set a solid
foundation for increasing your business’s sales. Here are some key questions and resources you can
implement to uncover the unique needs of your client base.

Customer surveys

An electronic survey is a fast,
affordable method for uncovering
your customers’ needs, explains
Lisa McQuerrey, contributor with
the Your Business column of
Azcentral.com. Use an online
survey service like SurveyMonkey
to create a poll and link it to your
website. You can also attach the
survey via a hyperlink attachment
placed in email correspondence
with customers. McQueerey
advises supplying the questions on
the survey with detailed answers
rather than “yes” or “no” answers.

Specific questions to ask
customers

Bluntness and genuine concern will do wonders in discovering customer concerns and needs.
Gabrielle Berardi, contributor with SalesForce Search, and Tom Searcy, founder of Hunt Big Sales,
lists some pointed questions to ask customers.

What interested you in our product/service?
What are your short- and long-term goals?
What is the biggest barrier preventing you from meeting these goals?
What are your current needs?
Which vendors are you currently working with?
What is the one thing none of your vendors do that you wish they would?
What could our company do to serve you better?

Talk to employees

Employees are often the primary point of contact for customers, but they’re often an overlooked
resource for determining customer needs. McQuerrey says your staff should be familiar with the most
commonly asked questions, concerns and complaints that clients have. You can gather this
information from your staff during regular team meetings. You could also consider having a “customer
feedback” container where employees can write down customers’ pressure points on slips of paper so
you can review them later.

CRM software



A customer relationship management system provides a database for storing customer information,
explains Ian Linton, contributor with Smallbusiness.chron.com. Customer relationship management
systems store and organize helpful information for diagnosing common customer problems and needs
such as customer complaints, product inquiries and purchase histories. Having this data in an
accessible place will make it easier to notice customer trends, which will help you tweak your offerings
and better serve clients.

Social media

Every good communications strategy should incorporate social media. It’s a great resource for
tracking customer feedback, as well as viewing online discussions and comments about your business
and competitors’ businesses, says Linton. By responding to customers via social media, you’ll help
foster a dialogue which can highlight specific customer needs that need improving and expand the
current products and services that you offer.

Market research

Look into current market research on target groups that your business aims to reach. Linton explains
that this data will indicate customer trends, purchasing patterns and demands. You can also visit
customers’ websites to gain a thorough understanding of what types of services and products they
might need to increase their own sales, and you can find market research and surveys online.

By asking specific questions and analyzing consumer data through a variety of available resources,
you’re well on your way to supplying your customers with the services and products they need to
overcome obstacles and accomplish their objectives.
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How to Refine Your Business Plan
Be ready to maneuver your business to the future

Before you even apply for financing, a solid business plan is an important part of helping you
understand the fundamental pieces of your industry. From money matters to marketing to product and
basic structure, a business plan involves intense research and strategy. Whether you’re still working
on getting up and running or your enterprise has been open for years, these steps for refining your
business plan will make it better than ever.

Have proof

If you have been living in your
business’s prospective hometown
for years, or have been working in
its industry for your whole career, it
can be tempting to say things in
your business plan are based on
your experience. While that might
pass in certain circumstances, the
staff of Entrepreneur Media, Inc.
points out that isn’t good enough
for a document as important as this.
Every claim you make in a
business plan, from the sales
forecasts to competition analysis,
needs to be backed up with
substantial facts and research. You
might think that your city doesn’t
have a lot of computer repair shops,
for example, but when you actually
look deeper into your city’s records you might discover several individuals already fulfilling that need
without storefronts that you would notice on the street.

Be specific

When you are writing a business plan, one of the key parts is to identify your customers. You might be
tempted to make a general statement or define your customers only by a single unifying quality, but
Noor Shawwa, managing director at Endeavor in the United Arab Emirates, points out that is simply
not enough. You need to lay out exactly who you are building your business to serve with as much
detail as possible. Not only will your customers be defined by location, but also by their socioeconomic
status and unique needs. If your customers change later, you can update your business plan to match
them.

Set your team

A sole proprietorship relies on your knowledge and vision to function. You probably don’t have all of
the skills to make a business totally successful, which is why you need the help of others as driven as
you. The Guardian suggests listing out roles that you need to fill in your leadership team in your
business plan. You might be a great engineer, but you might need an accountant to keep all of the
numbers and invoices straight. Putting this in your business plan lets any investors know that you are
very aware of your own personal weaknesses and are prepared to address them, which is essential in
a winning business.



Keep it going

 A business plan is a vital part of opening an enterprise, but in order to remain useful, it needs to
reflect the changing state of your growing business. As your business grows and evolves, so should
this document. A business plan that is kept current is a great tool for when you need to approach
possible investors or partners as it lays out all of the important components of your operation. Before
you actually open your business, your plan might have several assumptions based on research, but
as the years go by you can replace those estimations with real numbers. It’s also important to
continuously update your business plan so that you are constantly aware of opportunities and threats
facing you and your employees.

Every business needs a road map for the future. Consider some of these tips to improve your business
plan, and be sure to talk to a consultant if you have more questions.
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How to Build Trust Among Your Employees
Trust is key to a successful business environment

One of the most important aspects of running any business, no matter the size, is to have a quality of
leadership that inspires trust and solidarity among your employees. There’s no quick way to achieve
this, but with hard work and time, you will be able to foster an environment in which high-performing
employees help you — and themselves — succeed.

Listen to your employees

One of the best ways to build trust
among your employees is to
remember why you hired them in
the first place: Because they have
something to contribute to your
business. If you show that you are
open to their ideas, genuinely listen
to them and place your trust in
them, they will be far more likely to
return that respect and trust in kind.
“Don’t go into a meeting with the
intention of convincing your team to
accept all of your ideas,” advises
Richard Feloni, senior reporter for
BusinessInsider.com, in a
September 2014 article. “Instead,
be open to their input and be
flexible.”

Susan Heathfield, a Human Resources expert and owner of a consulting company, echoes this
sentiment. In a February 2018 article for TheBalanceCareers.com, she writes that to build trust,
managers should “listen with respect and full attention. Exhibit empathy and sensitivity to the needs of
staff members. Trust grows out of the belief that you understand and can relate.”

Keep your word

“It takes 20 years to build a reputation and five minutes to ruin it,” Warren Buffett once said. There is
no quicker and easier way to demolish the reputation you have worked so hard to build than by failing
to keep your word. That makes it doubly important to avoid voicing exaggerated statements and
promises you can’t keep. “As a leader, I have to be exact in what I say and how I follow through. If I
fail to do that, I fail to keep my promises, which presents me as untrustworthy,” writes Chris Oberbeck,
Chairman and CEO of Saratoga Investment Corp., in a May 2016 article for Entrepreneur.com.

He adds that if you discover you will not be able to follow through on your word, the best course of
action to gain more trust is to “[communicate] that clearly and openly as soon as you realize your
mistake.” This ties into another important aspect of building trust among employees: to admit the truth
even if it makes you seem fallible. This will help make you appear more human and relatable.
“Nothing builds trust more effectively than a manager saying that he doesn’t know and will find out so
that everyone is informed,” Heathfield says. “The worst reaction occurs when a manager pretends to
know and offers faulty information. Employees forgive a lack of knowledge — they never forgive a
liar.”



Don’t point fingers

It can be tempting to hold an employee accountable for mistakes, but this can easily go awry if the
individual becomes a symbol for larger failure. Be careful not to call out individual departments or
employees for company-wide mistakes, as this will hurt your credibility. “Protect the interests of all
employees in a workgroup,” Heathfield advises. “Do not talk about absent employees, nor allow
others to place blame, call names, or point fingers. Employees learn to trust when they know their
names are not being taken in vain.” When the company goes through a difficult time, employees are
more likely to stick around and trust you to steer it in the right direction if you do not cultivate an
atmosphere of blame.

Building trust among your employees is not something that happens overnight. But with time and by
consistently displaying trust of your own, you can create a business environment in which employees
respect and trust you rather than fear and resent you.
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Filing an Amended Tax Return
Practical steps for filling out and submitting a revised tax return

Most people spend numerous hours filling out annual tax forms required each spring in the U.S. Even
the most precise person can make a mistake, though. If you find yourself needing to file an amended
return, these tips will help you.

When to file 

The purpose of filing an amended
tax return is to make a correction to
the information submitted on your
original tax return. There are many
reasons why a previously
submitted return might be incorrect.
You might receive a revised 1099
or other tax form weeks after
you’ve already submitted your
return, explains Kelli Grant,
contributor with CNBC, or perhaps
you need to report additional
income from a 1099 or W-2 form.
William Perez, contributor with The
Balance, mentions a plethora of
additional reasons for filing an
amended return: changing your
personal exemptions, claiming
additional tax credits, claiming an
additional dependent or removing a
dependent you had previously claimed.

Perks of filing an amended return

Filing an amended tax return now could save you money in the long run, explains Kim Sheehan, CPA
and associate partner at Alloy Silverstein, in a NerdWallet article. “I would never say just sit there and
hold off to see if you can make it through these three years [without getting audited by the
government],” she said. Proactively fixing the errors on your return by initiating an amended version
will also protect you from racking up penalties, Barbara Weltman, tax and business attorney, told Kelli
Grant with CNBC.   

Deadlines

Before you file an amended return, make sure you’re still within the limited timeframe the IRS requires
for submitting one. You’re legally required to submit an amended tax return within three years of the
time you filed the original tax return, says Grant. As long as you’re filing within that stipulated
timeframe, your adjusted return should be accepted.

How to prepare a Form 1040

There are two parts to filing an amended return, explains Perez. First, fill out Form 1040 as well as any
additional schedules. Next, fill out Form 1040X with the revised figures that triggered you to submit an
amended return. Be as thorough and accurate as you can when filling out both the 1040 and 1040X
forms, since the IRS scans amended returns with extreme precision.



forms, since the IRS scans amended returns with extreme precision.

Where to send the completed form

Mail your amended return to the same IRS Service Center to which you addressed your original
return. If you don’t remember which center you mailed it to, or if you submitted your taxes online, you
can mail the amended return to one of the IRS Service Centers listed on the Instructions for Form
1040X document.

When to expect it to be processed

According to the IRS, an amended tax return can take up to 16 weeks to process. During this
processing time, you can log onto the IRS website to track the status of your return. Although some
returns take up to three weeks to show up on the tracking system, it can still be a helpful tool to
access as you wait for your return to process.

By following these simple steps, you’re well on your way to avoiding penalties from the IRS while
ensuring that you receive the tax return amount that you’re legally entitled to claim.
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Does Your Business Qualify for Green Tax Credits?
Get more for going green with these tax credits

When it comes to green tax credits for businesses, there can be a lot of confusion, particularly when it
comes to the question of whether or not your business qualifies. These credits vary depending on
your business’s location. But, according to listings of incentive programs on the U.S. Department of
Energy and Internal Revenue Service websites, a few factors aside from location could generally allow
your business to be qualified.

Investing in green energy
sources

The federal Business Energy
Investment Tax Credit offers credits
for installing solar energy panels,
fuel cells, geothermal heat, tidal
power and wind power. This credit
rewards the use of solar energy,
fuel cells and wind turbines, which
receive a credit of 30 percent of the
cost, although with some maximum
limits.

Some states, like Colorado, offer
programs to direct green energy
suppliers to economically
distressed areas. In Colorado the
program offers tax incentives to
businesses in “Enterprise Zones” if
the business also invests in
recycled energy, renewable energy resources or greenhouse gas neutral electricity from coal mine
methane or synthetic gas.

Involvement in green energy supply

Another common avenue to qualify for green tax credits is if a business offers green energy. Michigan,
for example, offers Refundable and Nonrefundable Business Activity Tax Credits, which the state uses
to encourage alternative energy research, development and manufacturing. To claim this, the
business has to be engaged in one of those fields and certified by the Michigan Next Energy
Authority.

Investing in green appliances

Qualifying for green tax credits needn’t mean building extensive new energy sources or being part of
the supplying industry. Instead, it could apply if your business installs certain energy-efficient
appliances. The IRS outlines a federal tax credit for some dishwashers, clothes washers and
refrigerators manufactured after Dec. 31, 2010.

Buying a plug-in electric vehicle

Businesses can claim a green tax credit if they have purchased a qualified plug-in electric drive motor
vehicle. The IRS bases this credit on the battery capacity of the vehicle, which must at least have 5
kilowatt hours of capacity, plus additional money added to the credit for kilowatt hours above that.



This incentive also depends on the numbers of plug-in vehicles the manufacturer has sold and
phases out after the automaker sells 200,000 plug-in vehicles. If your business buys from a brand that
has surpassed this limit, you will not qualify for tax credits.

The ability to qualify for green tax credits is largely dependent on investing in green technology or
being involved in supplying green technology.  See what your business could do to qualify for these
green credits to start saving money — and the environment.
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Help Your Business Survive After Your Demise
Keep your legacy in business even after you have departed

As a small business owner, you have put a lot of work into making your enterprise a success. It’s only
natural to want it to survive if the worst should happen, whether it’s ensuring that your employees’ jobs
are safe or that your family has income to help them make ends meet. These steps should prepare
your business to provide for those you care about in the event that you are no longer around to do so
yourself.

Be prepared

Since no one ever knows when
death will come for them, it’s
essential that you plan as much as
possible even if it seems like you
have a lot of life ahead of you. The
death of a sole proprietor creates
intricate tax problems, usually
associated with inheritance and
estate taxes, for anyone who takes
on the enterprise in your absence.
Mike Broemmell of the Houston
Chronicle recommends sitting with
a lawyer or estate planner to make
sure the transition is as easy as
possible and that your heirs are
adequately prepared.

Get your will in order

If your business is a sole proprietorship, the Houston Chronicle’s Small Business section states that it
cannot continue to simply exist as is in the case of your death. This is because a sole proprietorship,
while it is a business, is legally part of its owner. This is particularly true when it comes to taxes and
debts that the business accrues. If you want the business to be able to move on after your death, you
have to write it into a provision of your will. You can choose whether to dictate that the business
should be sold or passed on to a family member, but this desire has to be spelled out explicitly for
legal reasons.

Appoint a representative

When the sole proprietor of a business passes away, operations don’t necessarily cease immediately
as the estate is sorted out. Apart from deciding who should permanently take on the business after
death, the owner should choose a trusted employee to be their personal representative and keep
operations running between leadership teams. George Lawrence, who holds a Juris Doctor from the
Thomas M. Cooley Law School, points out in Chron that this gives heirs time to make personal
arrangements and decide whether the business will be shut down or if it will continue on in some form
or another.

Get life insurance

If you’re a small business owner, it is imperative that you have personal life insurance. John Cromwell
of Legal Zoom points out that the nature of a sole proprietorship means that the business’s assets
must pass through probate and are subject to creditor claims. You might have taken out a loan for



must pass through probate and are subject to creditor claims. You might have taken out a loan for
your business with plans to repay it, but your death could mean that the bank wants their money
sooner rather than later and the removal of funds from your estate could doom your enterprise. If you
have life insurance, money from the policy can be used to pay off debts and protect business assets
for the future.

It is very difficult for a sole proprietorship to survive the death of its owner, but with the proper
preparation you can give your legacy the boost it needs to hopefully keep making profits for many
years to come.
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Tips for Taking Better Phone Pictures
You don’t need expensive photography equipment to take a great
photo

Smartphones make life more convenient. They help settle arguments with a quick Internet search, let
you hold all of your favorite music in the palm of your hand and give you an instant way to capture
your favorite moments on camera. If you’re relying on your phone’s built-in camera to take important
pictures, there are ways you can make your phone pictures even better.

Catch the light

The perfect photo opportunity can
be ruined with poor lighting. If
you’re taking a photo of someone
and their face is in shadow, ask
them to turn toward the light for a
better photo. Natural light is always
best, so take photos outside when
possible. Cotton Coulson, a
photographer at National
Geographic, points out that direct
sunlight can cause awkward glares
or shadows if you’re not careful —
that’s why slightly overcast skies
creates the best lighting — so step
into the shade if you notice
unsightly shadows.

For indoor photography, ditch the
flash. Adding a flash to your photos
causes awkward glares, washes out your subjects and ruins any potential the lighting may have had.
Taking a photo in a dimly lit room is possible without a flash; you can edit the photo after it’s been
taken. It’s much easier to lighten a picture that’s too dark than it is to darken a washed-out photo.

Find an angle

Photography is an art, so you should put your own personal spin on your pictures. Find unique angles
that may not have been explored before. This may require you to get creative: Lie down on the
ground and take a photo from a lower angle; go a few steps up the staircase and take a photo from
above. There’s no limit to the number of perspectives you can explore.

Be aware

Be conscious of objects in the background. For instance, if you’re taking a photo of your friend outside
and there are trees in the background, you don’t want to take a photo that looks like a tree is growing
out of the top of their head.

Rule of thirds

One important part of any photography class is the rule of thirds: Avoid putting your subject in the
center of the picture. Nikon’s Diane Berkenfeld suggests using gridlines to divide up the frame. In
your settings, find the option that says “grid” and turn it on. Then, open your camera and try to position
your subject near one of the lines on the grid. This will keep your subject slightly off center for a more



your subject near one of the lines on the grid. This will keep your subject slightly off center for a more
visually appealing photo.

Don’t zoom in

Using the digital zoom function on your phone can be detrimental to a great photo. The digital zoom
decreases the quality of a photo, adding a grainy texture to the image. Instead, Cotton Coulson
recommends moving closer to the subject before taking your photo. If you can’t get any closer, go
ahead and take a regular photo and crop it instead.

Self-edit

Don’t be afraid to edit your photos after you take them. You don’t have to be an expert with photo
editing software to put extra touches on the images. There are countless apps available to help you
edit. Start by cropping the photo and adjusting the brightness, contrast and any other settings that
need some tweaking. From there you can begin to play with color, increasing or decreasing saturation
or adding filters to enhance the image.

You don’t have to be a professional photographer to take a great photo. With smartphone cameras
getting better and better, everyone has the chance to document their experiences on the go. Next
time a photo-worthy moment arises, you’ll be ready to capture the moment with these tips.
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Transform your sunny backyard into a shaded haven
Simple ways to give more shade to your outdoor living space

Warmer temperatures inspire more time spent outside in your backyard. Make sure this area of your
residence is soothing and shaded to help you and your guests stay cool this season.

Umbrella

One of the most cost-effective
ways to add shade to your
backyard is to invest in a
weather-resistant outdoor umbrella,
as recommended by This Old
House contributor Elizabeth Lilly. If
you have a dining table on a deck
or patio in your backyard, pick one
that’s the width of the table plus an
extra two feet per side, as
professional landscaper John
D’Urso advised in a Houzz.com
article. An umbrella composed of
Sunbrella fabric will deliver the best
durability to the elements,
according to D’Urso.

Besides table umbrellas,
free-standing umbrellas are
another route to pursue, especially if your goal is to shade a non-dining area.

Pergola

If you have a stone, brick or wood patio, constructing a pergola will provide partial shade. Per
DoItYourself.com contributor Sarah Stapley, the wood lattice roof of the shelter is fairly simple to
build. Make sure to cement the main posts in the ground to ensure the structure holds up to severe
weather.

For a denser covering, train a climbing vine to grow over the sides and roof of the pergola. Lisa Hallett
Taylor, contributor with The Spruce, suggests using wisteria, clematis, climbing roses, bougainvillea,
trumpet vine or Cape honeysuckle.

Shade sail 

If you prefer a more contemporary style of covering, This Old House contributor Kevin O’Connor
recommends shade sails, a current trend. These angular pieces of fabric are usually suspended from
rope or chains and fastened to steel poles via lag screws and carriage bolts. The poles are then
anchored into the ground. Heavy-duty fabric such as Sunblock Shade Cloth will help block UV rays
while increasing the sail’s durability in a variety of weather conditions. Place the shade sail over a
patio or deck, or in another region of your backyard that gets a lot of sunlight.

Add fast-growing plants

Another simple solution to impart more shade is to plant fast-growing shrubs and/or trees.  Stapley
recommends cottonwood, red maple and Dawn redwood for trees. As bushes, Monrovia.com



contributor Kate Karam recommends hydrangea, neon flash spirea and grace smoke tree. Check
which growing zone your address is located in when deciding which plants to invest in, since the
suggested ones may not be suited to your particular zone.

DIY projects

If you have a pergola, tie a white bedsheet to the top of it, as depicted on the DIY Network. You can
also build your own simple shade, using eight-foot bamboo poles, PVC pipe, cement-filled planters
and three yards of outdoor fabric, as illustrated on Allyou.com. The website provides a full list of
needed materials as well as step-by-step instructions. 

Add furniture and accessories 

Once you’ve implemented one of these methods and planted some shade-imparting greenery to your
backyard, it’s time to add furniture and accessories. Add some wicker chaise lounge chairs or a couple
of smaller cushioned chairs to your sheltered retreat. You can also select a wicker sectional couch
with terracotta orange-hued cushions and paisley accent pillows, with a wicker coffee table, as
depicted on HomeDepot.com. Besides seating areas, small details like adding a plug-in table-top
waterfall or a bird bath fountain kit like the ones available on TheBirdHousechick.com.

Implement any of these suggestions to enhance the shade of your backyard so you can get the most
pleasure from your property.
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How to Start Planning for Christmas in July
Avoid stress and debt by planning ahead for the holidays

July is the half-way mark through the year, which indicates Christmas is just six months away. While it
might be tempting to save the preparations and shopping till closer to December, you can minimize
potential stress and save money with a little bit of early planning — beginning in July.

Start a Christmas spending fund

Julie Jaggernath, contributor with
myMoneyCoach, advises
establishing a savings goal in July.
Look at your total expenses from
last year’s holiday to set an
estimated amount you’ll need to
save this year. Divide that sum by
six and you’ll get the monthly
amount you should set aside for
the next six months. By proactively
saving money gradually from now
until Christmas, you can simply tap
into this fund when the holidays
arrive instead of maxing out your
credit card.

Save money by cutting down on
expenses

TheIntentionalMom.com founder Jennifer Roskamp recommends curbing your monthly expenses.
One way you can do this is to downgrade a monthly subscription. For example, if you can spend less
on your monthly internet bill or cell phone plan by opting for a different plan or going with a different
carrier, then do so. Another way to cut back is to cancel subscriptions and memberships that aren’t
crucial or that you seldom use. For example, maybe you can cancel a few magazine subscriptions or
a gym membership you never use.

Make homemade gifts in advance

The Simple Dollar contributor Trent Hamm explains that he and his family start making homemade
gifts for friends and family in July. Stationery, soap, bath products, meals in a jar, hand-knitted clothing
accessories and photo calendars are just some of the potential presents you can construct at home at
low costs.

Homemade gifts are more personal than store-bought ones. Plus, having these gifts made before
December will significantly reduce the time you spend waiting in retail store lines during the holiday
season.

Begin cleaning your house

July is also a great time to start tidying up your place of residence. Whether you live in an apartment,
condo or house, chances are you usually find yourself spending way too much time cleaning around
the holidays in preparation for parties and overnight guests. By beginning the process in summer and
chipping away at the messiest zones of your abode, you’ll spend less time cleaning once December
comes, as Retro Housewife Goes Green founder Lisa Sharp suggests.



comes, as Retro Housewife Goes Green founder Lisa Sharp suggests.

Book holiday flights early 

While traveling during the Christmas season is common, so is spending a fortune on last-minute flight
tickets. Mid-summer is often the best time to purchase tickets for many destinations, as CNBC News
contributor Abigail Summerville notes. For instance, airfare tends to be low during July for the
following popular destinations: Houston, Seattle, Denver, Atlanta, Mexico City and Washington, D.C.
To further maximize your savings, sign up for fare alerts, which automatically alert you when the ticket
price drops.

By implementing these practical strategies, you and your family can minimize expenditures while
avoiding stress and the headache of waiting in long lines this holiday.
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Tips for Buying the Best Grill
Once you determine your needs, finding the perfect grill is easy

Few activities embody the spirit of the summer better than grilling on a warm day. It’s difficult to match
the taste of steak, ribs or other barbecue staples when they’ve been prepared by a master griller. Of
course, an expert chef is nothing without their weapon (or rather, grill) of choice. If you’re in the
market for a new grill, here are some useful tips that will help you find the best one for your needs.

Determine the type of grill you
want

One of the most important things to
consider when searching for your
ideal grill is the type you would like
to use. There are several different
was to grill and the flavor of the
food you prepare can be drastically
altered by the kind of grill you use.
One of the most common types of
grills is a gas option, which often
utilizes propane for fuel. For a
smokier flavor, opt for a charcoal
grill. Even more traditional than
charcoal is a pellet grill, which
derives its fuel from burning wood
pellets. On the other hand, many
apartment-dwellers choose the
convenience of an electric grill.

Sort through grill sizes

Size is another factor to consider when selecting a grill. A small grill is inexpensive and will suit your
needs if you don’t grill very often. If you’re planning on grilling regularly and in bigger quantities, you’ll
likely need a larger, high-end grill. Many of these larger grills have plenty of space where you can store
your supplies like trays, brushes, skewers and various spices. Do be prepared for a bigger financial
investment, though, as many of these more upscale grills can cost thousands of dollars.

Look for universal grilling features

Despite the many sizes of grills available, there are a set of universal features than any good grill
should come with. If a grill you are considering lacks any of these features, it might be time to consider
a newer model. Charcoal grills should all have a sturdy bottom grate for holding charcoal as well as a
tight-fitting lid. Gas grills should provide a safe and roomy space where fuel can be stored along with
an intuitive system of knobs and buttons to activate the grilling process. All grills, no matter which type
you buy, should provide you with a way to quickly and efficiently clean them. After all, nobody wants
old food residue sticking to their grill.

Find a grill that complements your reason for grilling

One final factor that will help determine what grill is best for you is understanding your reason for
grilling. Depending on what motivates you, the type of grill you choose can certainly change. If you are
planning to prepare food for just your family, a small, stationary grill will likely do. If multiple summer
parties are in your future, it may be best to go with an aesthetically pleasing, larger grill. Some grills



parties are in your future, it may be best to go with an aesthetically pleasing, larger grill. Some grills
come with brushed aluminum, stainless steel or cast iron exteriors, so you can choose what works
best with your outdoor look. If you have any road trips planned, it might be best to choose a portable
grill. These can come in various sizes and varieties similar to larger grills, so you’ll simply have to find
the one that matches your taste and needs.

Once you purchase the perfect grill, you can embark on your journey to become a grilling master.
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Things to Consider When Buying a New Truck
Shopping for a pickup? Ask yourself these questions first

Pickup trucks are big, powerful vehicles that make a practical and versatile choice for a wide range of
uses. They’re also popular, and automakers are offering them with an ever-growing number of price
points, styles and features available. To make a choice that’s right for your financial situation, and to
avoid getting overwhelmed by all these options, it’s important to consider your budget, needs and
wants before you start shopping for your new truck.

What is your budget?

Pickups are far from cheap. Per
Kelley Blue Book®, as of
December 2017, the average
transaction price for a full-size
pickup truck was $47,601. Mid-size
trucks weighed in at $32,562.

When considering such a
potentially expensive purchase, it’s
a good idea to have a budget in
mind before setting your heart on a
specific model. Ronald Montoya, a
writer for Edmunds, recommends
aiming for monthly payments that
are no more than 15 percent of
your total pay. He also suggests
getting preapproved for a loan from
a bank or credit union before
shopping, even if you plan to
finance your purchase through a dealership. Doing this will give you an even better sense for what you
can afford, and it will provide you with an interest rate offering that you can compare to what’s offered
by a dealership.

What are your needs?

Pickups are available with a dizzying variety of cab sizes, cargo bed sizes, engine power ratings and
more. Before you decide on a model, spend some time thinking about how you would use your truck.

Are you planning to frequently haul massive loads or tow large trailers? If so, you’ll probably need a
full-size, heavy-duty truck. Will you be carrying lighter loads or using the truck for weekend
recreation? A compact or mid-size model might fit the bill. Will you be driving for long distances?
You’ll want to consider factors like ride, comfort and fuel efficiency. Are you planning to carry
passengers? Cab size will come into play. Will you be using your truck off-road or in bad weather
conditions? If so, you’ll want to consider four-wheel drive models.

Considering these questions will help you decide which configuration is right for you, and it will help
you avoid buying too much truck for your needs — or not enough.

Which features are most important to you?

Pickup manufacturers generally offer a wide range of available options, packages and accessories. At
PickupTrucks.com, Jim Travers writes that opting for these upgrades can dramatically increase — and



even double — the price of a truck. So it’s worth thinking about which features you need and which
ones you can live without.

These options and packages can serve practical purposes. For example, more powerful engine
options, towing packages and advanced safety features might be important or necessary. However,
many options are more cosmetic in nature. Leather seats, premium sound systems and chrome
accents or special-edition paint jobs might not add much to the value or usefulness of your truck, but
their costs will still add up fast.

Whether you’re purchasing a pickup for work or play, considering these questions before you start the
shopping process will help you find the truck that’s best for your needs and your finances. Taking the
time to make sure you’ve checked all the right boxes will ensure you make the true right choice for
you.  
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