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Happy Birthday USA: Enjoy your First Liberty
A Message from Joey Root, President & CEO

July 4, 2017 marks the 241st anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence. With
this document, the Continental Congress declared on July 4, 1776 that the thirteen American colonies
regarded themselves as a new nation. Independence Day was born. 

This brave act, regarded as Treason by the British government who ruled the colonies, would change
the course of history and create unforeseen, profound changes in the world. Just imagine how
different things could be today if not for the involvement of the United States in the two world wars. 

It is easy today to take for granted the march to freedom and the creation of this great political
experiment. However, at the time of the declaration, this rag-tag group of colonies, each of whom had
their own ideas of how to govern and were by no means a cohesive unit, had just picked a fight with
the most powerful nation on the face of the earth. The fight was not an easy one, but in the end, the
United States prevailed due to the brilliance of its leaders and tenacity of those fighting for freedom.

Here are a couple of fun facts about Independence Day you might not know:

Though historians differ on the number, it is almost certain that the Declaration of
Independence was signed by only one or two members of the Continental Congress on July
4th. John Hancock, with his famously large signature, signed it on the 4th, with most members
signing in mid-August.

Only two signers of the Declaration of Independence – John Adams and Thomas Jefferson -
later served as President of the United States. Coincidentally, both Adams and Jefferson died
on July 4, 1826.

In 1776, there were 2.5 Million people living in the new nation, less than the current population
of Oklahoma. Today, there are over 315 Million people living in the United States.

We call our company First Liberty for many reasons. One of the important reasons is as tribute to this
great nation and the freedom that it allows. The founders of the company recognized that without this
“First Liberty”, declared by our forefathers 241 years ago, none of the things we have accomplished
today would have been possible. 

We at First Liberty Bank wish you a happy, healthy, and safe Independence Day 2017.  

Please don't hesitate to contact me at 405.608.1903 or jroot@myfirstliberty.com if there is anything I
can do for you.

Best regards,

Joey P. Root

President & CEO
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Why You Should Treat Your Savings like a Bill
How it helps to budget for your savings

The ‘pay-yourself-first’ strategy is a popular tactic for personal saving; but there is a similar way to
describe this same school of thought that is even more effective: Treating your savings like a bill.

A myriad of personal finance
experts, bloggers and real-life
success stories have come forward
to vouch for this method of savings.

"When you create your monthly
budget, add your savings and
investments as a line item and pay
them along with your regular bills,"
advise award-winning personal
finance bloggers Holly and Greg
Johnson in an MSN Money article
via GOBankingRates.com. "This
strategy allows you to 'pay yourself
first' while also encouraging the
idea that your personal savings
should be a priority right up there
with your mortgage."

Priorities, by principle, are not often
ignored, says Brian Fourman,
another award-winning blogger.

"So many things vie for our hard-earned dollars that it's easy to neglect setting something aside for
savings," Fourman said to GOBankingRates. "In our monthly budget, my wife and I classify savings
as an expense. We put it at the top of the expense categories so it's the first thing we see, thus
becoming the first thing we end up doing with our paychecks."

When paying bills, many people opt to utilize online auto-pay functions, another method to consider
when treating savings like a bill. Nancy Mann Jackson, editor of Bankrate.com, advises setting up an
automatic monthly transfer, just as you would with the electric bill or fitness club membership, to
ensure the money is saved each month and creating an air of forced savings via the bill pay-like
transaction. According to award-winning personal finance author Valerie Rind, you can even take the
“pay yourself first” notion to the next level by automating your paychecks and direct depositing your
specified savings amount right into the savings account.

Finally, once you pay a bill, that money is never coming back; it can never be used again for any other
expense. Your savings account funds should have that same lack of liquidity.

“Putting money in your savings account first can help get your psychology working in favor of saving
over spending. If you direct deposit to savings and then have your bank transfer a lower allowance to
your checking account to spend, your brain works hard to not touch that savings, said Joe Saul-Sehy,
creator of StackingBenjamins.com and winner of the Best Personal Finance Podcast.

So whether you subscribe to the notion of paying yourself first or treating your savings like a bill, one
thing is for certain: when done dutifully, your nest egg or emergency fund will be filling up fast.
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Q & A Hope Blakely

At First Liberty, we are always looking for ways to serve our community, including getting to know you
better. We want to be the type of bank who knows your name. We also want you to get to know us
better. Each month we will be featuring one of our employeees in order for us all to learn more about
each other. This month, we are featuring Hope Blakely, Administrative Assistant. 

Hope with her daughter Brooklyn

Where did you work before FLB?

IBC Bank







Tell us a little bit about what you do here.

I'm the Administrative Assistant at the Collonade. I spend most my time in the mortgage department,
but I also have helped Rica with payments and help the commercial loan department. I like to give my
help where it is needed.

What is your favorite part of working here?

My co-workers, everyone is so nice and helpful and the fact that I get a chance to learn something in
each department.

If you could pick anyone to have lunch with (real or fictional, dead or alive) who would it be
and why?

My grandmother, because my daughter never got a chance to meet her and I think my grandmother
would think my daughter acts just like her.

What are some of your favorite things to do outside of work?

Taking my daughter to the park and hanging out with family and friends.

What's your favorite vacation spot?

The Bahamas

What might people be surprised to know about you?

I wanted to be a kindergarten teacher when I was in high school.
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Five Ways to Finance Your Business
There are many ways to find funding for your startup

If you’ve thought of a great business idea and have decided to take the plunge and start your own
business, then the biggest hurdle of entrepreneurship—daring to try—is behind you. Sure, you still
have to work out the many logistics, like obtaining funding, but fortunately there are many different
ways to fund your startup.

Here are five:

Grants

Grants aren’t for everyone, as after all the entire purpose of the grant system is to provide a helping
hand to select individuals or groups that are deemed to be more deserving or in need than most.
However, if you do meet the criteria, obtaining a grant can be a great way to supplement financing
your business. The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) has created a search tool to help
identify potential grants at https://www.sba.gov/content/find-grants.

Personal Lending

Many entrepreneurs begin narrowing down their business plan by bouncing their ideas off of family
and friends, and this provides a natural segue to personal lending—the practice of lending between
people like family members, rather than commercial entities like banks and credit unions. If you do
decide to go this route, make sure to treat the agreement just as you would with a bank loan. Writing
the details down in a formal
contract helps avoid
miscommunications and strained

relationships, and paying interest
helps avoid running afoul of the
regulations for loans made with
little or no interest. The IRS
requires that most loans charge, at
a minimum, the current applicable
federal rate (AFR). This regulation
prevents people from incorrectly
claiming that gifts are loans, so if
you have an interest-free loan, you
need to calculate the hypothetical,
or “imputed” interest that you will
pay taxes on.

“You’re not required to charge
interest if the loan is for less than
$10,000, or up to $100,000 if the
borrower’s investment income for
the year is less than $1,000,” says Kiplinger Senior Associate Editor Sandra Block.

Venture Capital

Now that shows like Shark Tank have been around for many years, which tell dramatic stories of
would-be entrepreneurs making bold pitches to high profile venture capitalists, some of the initial
enthusiasm they created around the idea of venture capital has faded. That isn’t to say that it has
completely fallen out of favor, as it is still a common source of business financing for a select group of
businesses. Typically, businesses that seek venture capital funding are those that are unable to find
funding through traditional avenues like financial institutions. This could be because they have no







established credit or equity to secure a loan, lack enough assets to use as collateral or because they
are seeking a very large sum.

“These investors seek to add value, in addition to capital, to the companies in which they invest in an
effort to help them grow and achieve a greater return on the investment,” states the U.S. Small
Business Administration. “This requires active involvement and almost all venture capitalists will, at a
minimum, want a seat on the board of directors.”

Therefore, if you don’t want to give up a share of your business or aren’t willing to take input from your
investors on the direction of your business, traditional lending may be a better option.

Credit

Many startups rely on funds from a credit card in the initial phases. It is much quicker to apply for a
credit card than to obtain a loan, and the perks that come from opening new cards can be very
attractive. The limits on credit cards are lower than a typical business loan, however, and the interest
is higher, so credit cards are not a sustainable method of funding a business. Combining a business
credit card with a business loan is a great way to get funding quickly and start building strong credit
history while you go through the process of finalizing the loan.

Financial Institution Lending

There is a reason why, despite the many options, entrepreneurs generally swing back around to
financial institution lending. Not only does it help save their personal relationships from the
complications of mixing financial business with pleasure, it lets them keep full ownership of their
business because it is a form of debt lending and not equity lending. Furthermore, a loan from a bank
or credit union can provide far more funds than they could get from a credit card alone.

If you want to know more about the process of applying for a loan to start a small business or simply
want to know which types of loans are available, then now is the perfect time to reach out to your local
financial institution. After all, small, community-based financial institutions have been surpassing big
banks in their friendliness to small businesses for years.
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Liberty Bash 2017
Another Huge Success!
The staff at First Liberty would like to thank everyone for attending our 3rd Annual Liberty Bash. We
hope you had fun, and we look forward to seeing you next year! 
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Staff Added May 2017
Welcome!

Welcome to new employees Kyle McPherson and Jesse Cowanto First Liberty Bank!

We are glad you are here!

 

Kyle McPherson is a Lending Administrative Assistant.

 

Jesse Cowan is a Senior Vice President and the Division Manager for Commercial & Industrial
Lending.
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First Liberty Bank Fellowship Awarded 
Welcome Tyler Berge

Berge is a junior Business Accounting major at OCU.  From Enid, Berge received a scholarship from
OCU as a cross country runner and the 2017 Dortha Dever Business Scholarship.   She is on the
Athletic Director’s Honor Roll and Dean’s Honor Roll and serves on the Student Athletic Advisory
Committee and the Student Accounting Society.  She enjoys giving back to the community as a
volunteer for Junior Achievement, OCU Food Drive and the Oklahoma City Memorial Marathon.

First Liberty Bank partnered with OCU in 2016 with a goal of establishing an educational partnership. 
The program helps support the university as well as the recipient. Berge received a $2500 scholarship
toward her studies. 

“Through our partnership with OCU, we hope to give interns real exposure to the fast-changing
banking industry,” said Joey Root, President and CEO of First Liberty Bank. “Tyler will have the
opportunity to work with executives in each department to learn more about all aspects of banking. As
for us, we greatly appreciate her input and the fresh perspective she can bring to the table.”

Berge was selected from a pool of talented applicants based on her skills, interests, work ethic, and
personal interviews. Applicants included a written essay expressing their desire to work at FLB.  “I
was interested in this internship because it gives the opportunity to learn and experience different
aspects of the bank, rather than just one,” said Tyler Berge.  Berge will be at FLB throughout the
summer and will be in rotation through the banks Private Banking, Lending, Operations and Cash
Management Service areas.  
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Happy July 4th!

All of us at First Liberty Bank want to wish you and your families a safe and happy
Independence Day. 
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Easy Flag Fruit Dessert

Alternate pretzels with the red berries, and presto: a light, Easy Flag Fruit Dessert that will be the hit of
any patriotic party. From Family Fresh Meals. 
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Firework Safety 101
How to celebrate safely with fireworks

Fireworks are a mesmerizing sight in the night sky and twirling sparklers is a highlight for most kids.
The booms, colors and explosion of fireworks are synonymous with summer fun, freedom and
celebration.

But, while these pyrotechnics are designed to delight, they can be very dangerous when handled
improperly or when safety precautions are ignored. Each July 4th, fireworks harm thousands of
people—mostly children and teenagers—and an estimated 18,500 annually reported fires in the U.S.
are the result of fireworks, according to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and
Consumer Product Safety Commission.

To make sure your next fireworks display or experience is a safe one, keep in mind the following
safety tips.

Firework safety tips

According to the American
Pyrotechnics Association (APA), it
is imperative that people who plan
to use fireworks first understand
what is legally allowed in their state
since the rules differ from state to
state, and to remember that even if
a firework is legal, it doesn’t mean
it can’t be harmful.

The APA and the National Council
on Fireworks Safety (NCFS) urge
people to review all instructions
before setting off any fireworks and
to make sure to purchase fireworks
from a reputable, licensed fireworks
dealer.

Never operate fireworks while
under the influence of alcohol or drugs, always wear safety glasses when lighting fireworks and only
light one firework at a time, stresses the APA and NCFS. They also recommend people keep a bucket
of water or water source on hand.

Fireworks should only be ignited away from buildings and cars in an open space, and the
organizations also advise against re-lighting a “dud” firework and instruct people to instead “wait 20
minutes and then soak it in a bucket of water before you discard it.” In fact, all fireworks should be
cooled off in a bucket of water before being disposed in a trash can constructed of metal located far
away from any flammable materials.

Fireworks are not a viable DIY project. The organizations stress against the use or experimentation of
homemade fireworks or the tweaking of purchased fireworks.

Firework safety tips for children

Children should not touch any fireworks, according to the APA and NCFS, and an adult should
supervise any and all handling of fireworks.

According to SafeKids WorldwideTM, sparklers are dangerous and should not be controlled by little







arms since they can heat up to 1,200 degrees. Children should be supervised at all times whenever
fireworks are present.

The experts at SafeKids Worldwide advise families to attend public firework shows instead of
participating in the risky activity of setting fireworks off at home.

Head to the doctor or emergency room immediately if a child is injured by a firework, advises the
experts at SafeKids Worldwide, and to prevent an eye injury from getting worse, parents should
remind their child not to touch it.

Firework safety tips for pets

It’s best to leave the furry members of the family at home if you plan to attend a fireworks display,
according to the NCFS; if you have fireworks at home or fireworks will be set off near your home,
secure Fido or Fifi in an interior room of the house to help minimize sound from the fireworks.

Fireworks are an incredible sight to see and hear, but they must be handled and approached with
caution.

First Liberty Bank • 405-608-4500 • http://myfirstliberty.com/ 

 



 

Route 66 Road Trip: LA to Albuquerque 
Where to stop for fun along historic Route 66

Though it is long past its heyday, historic Route 66 is still a place where you can get plenty of kicks.
Though only the most ambitious road trippers have the time and energy required to complete the
entire “Main Street of America,” which extends from Los Angeles to Chicago, many motorists still
enjoy the fun nostalgia that comes from traversing smaller sections of it.

The strip of highway that runs from Los Angeles to Albuquerque, New Mexico, is long enough to
incorporate several of the most iconic Route 66 roadside attractions. Here are a few standouts that
travelers will want to catch.

Santa Monica Pier (California)

This century-old beach pavilion is
considered the “endpoint” of Route
66, though if you are starting your
journey from the west coast, it’s
just the beginning. This landmark
boasts an iconic entrance, along
with a smorgasbord of shops and
restaurants, plus lots of
family-friendly entertainment. The
Santa Monica Pier Aquarium is fun
and educational, while kids and
adults of all ages will enjoy Pacific
Park and its one-of-a-kind,
solar-paneled Ferris wheel.

Wigwam Motel Village #7
(California)

Built in 1949, the California
Wigwam Hotel in San Bernadino is a delightful throwback to the type of kitschy roadside lodgings that
sprung up all along Route 66 during its prime. The concrete, teepee-shaped cabins that make up this
historic hotel fell into disrepair over time, but were restored and reopened in 2002.

Petrified Forest National Park (Arizona)

The only U.S. national park to include and protect a section of Route 66, the Petrified Forest National
Park takes its name from the large deposits of petrified wood contained within. The badlands region is
also filled with gorgeous multi-colored stones with bands of red, violet, green, ochre and white
sediments from the Triassic period, 200 million years ago.

Winslow’s Corner (Arizona)

The Eagles have recorded some of the best classic road trip tunes, and chief among them is “Take It
Easy.” The catchy lyric about “standing on a corner in Winslow, Arizona” has been immortalized with
one of Route 66’s most unique attractions, a bronze statue of a man with an acoustic guitar in front of
a mural depicting the song’s lyrics, erected at the intersection of West 2nd Street and North Kinsley
Avenue. There’s also a large painting of a Route 66 road sign on the brick road in front of the
attraction, making it a great spot to post for vacation photos.

De Anza Motor Lodge (New Mexico)

Opened in 1939, the De Anza Motor Lodge in Albuquerque was once the biggest and most popular







motel on East Central Avenue. Today it enjoys a spot on the National Register of Historic Places,
though it is no longer taking reservations. Still, even youngsters may recognize the vintage motel, as
some scenes of the popular AMC drama “Breaking Bad” were filmed in its parking lot.

From Los Angeles to Albuquerque, Route 66 is littered with fun stops and roadside attractions. These
are just some of the many great spots that make the journey more important than the destination. Be
sure to read next month’s installment on the stretch from Albuquerque to Tulsa!
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5 Ways to Help Wildlife in Your Area
Lend a helping hand to the plants and animals in your area

We truly live in a beautiful world, a fact that is reinforced by the wildlife that surrounds us. It is easy to
admire the wonders of the natural world. However, because the flora and fauna in our area share a
home with us, it is sometimes difficult for them to remain healthy. Fortunately, we can all do our part
to help them out.

By partaking in activities both large and small, you can all make the world a better place for everyone
in your local ecosystem. Here are just a few simple ways you can help the wildlife in your area.

Add a pond to your yard

One of the richest environments in
terms of attracting biodiversity is a
pond. Therefore, if you want
wildlife to visit your backyard,
consider adding a pond. A pond
doesn’t just add to the aesthetic
appeal of your yard. According to
BBC Wildlife Magazine, it can also
serve as a safe haven for tadpoles
and other creatures that tend to
congregate around the water.

Keep your cat indoors

If you are planning on adding a
feline member to your family, you
may be wondering whether to have
them be an inside cat or an outside
cat.  It is strongly advised by the
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service that you keep your cat indoors. Cats that stay outside often kill birds,
lizards and small rodents, all of which play an important part in the local ecosystem. By keeping your
cat indoors, you not only remove an outside predator from a natural environment, but you also keep
your new pet closer to you.

Reduce, reuse, recycle

Excess litter and waste always poses a threat to wildlife. Many animals can hurt themselves by trying
to consume garbage, while others can be affected when the trash is caught up in rain runoff, which
deposits it right into lakes and streams. Therefore, one of the best things you can do for wildlife in your
area is to recycle. Reusing items instead of throwing them away will help reduce the waste that your
household produces. Just remember to always reduce, reuse and recycle!

Reduce your chemical use

Growing a garden is tricky business, especially with insects in the area. Therefore, it might be
tempting to use pesticides and insecticides to keep the bugs from bugging your plants. However,
according to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, chemical pesticides and insecticides are some of the
most harmful substances that can be introduced into the environment. The organization suggests
seeking out natural substances that will keep insects away without harming any other wildlife.

Volunteer at local parks

Perhaps the single best thing you can do to help out the natural world around you is to volunteer.







Local parks and nature reserves are always on the lookout for individuals willing to donate some of
their time and energy to assist the environment.

Whether it means organizing a group of volunteers to help plant new trees or picking up litter, there
are so many ways that we can all do our part. Reach out to your local parks and reserves to learn
more about how you can best help the wonderful wildlife that surrounds you.
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How to Make Ice Cream in a Zip-Top Bag
Create a sweet ice cream treat in under 10 minutes

Ice cream is the treat everyone screams for, and it can taste even sweeter when made at home. But
not everyone has an ice cream maker on hand, and even if you do, it might be buried in the back of a
cabinet or in the basement.

This one-scoop recipe from Tablespoon.com doesn’t require sacrificing counter space for a
complicated machine or time searching through stuff; it just needs some key ingredients (which are
probably already stocked in your pantry and fridge), a few zip-top bags and a little human power.

Ingredients and supplies for
one-scoop of delicious ice cream 

(increase ingredient amounts
based on number of ice cream
scoops you want to create)

A half cup of Half & Half
One tablespoon sugar
A half teaspoon of vanilla
extract (optional—amps up
the flavor a bit)
Four cups of crushed or
cubed ice
Six tablespoons of salt (any
kind will do—you won’t be
eating the salt)
Two small zip-top bags
One large freezer zip-top
bag
Kitchen or tea towel or
gloves

Directions

Combine the half cup of Half & Half, one tablespoon of sugar and half teaspoon of vanilla extract (if
desired) into one of the small zip-top bags. Remove as much air as you can as you close the bag.
Insert this bag into the second small or similar-sized zip-top bag and seal it up.

Combine six tablespoons of salt with four cups of crushed or cubed ice into the large freezer-size
zip-top bag. Grab the smaller double-zip-topped bag of cream, sugar and vanilla, and put it in the
large freezer-size zip-top bag. Again, try to remove as much air as you can before sealing the large
freezer-size zip-top bag.

To protect your hands from the chill, put on gloves or wrap the zip-top bag with a kitchen or tea towel.
Take the bag in your hands and shake it for approximately five minutes. After five minutes, the
concoction should be thicker; for an even thicker consistency, shake for an additional three minutes.
(Shake time increases based on the size of the ice cream batch you are making).

Free the smaller zip-top bag that now contains your amazing homemade ice cream from the larger
freezer zip-top bag and wipe off any residual salt from the bag of ice cream.

Now it’s time to spoon out your ice cream masterpiece into a bowl; feel free to garnish with your
favorite topping—fudge, butterscotch or caramel sauce, fruit, nuts or chocolate chips—or eat it just as
it is, sweet and simple.







With this basic recipe for making homemade ice cream, you can have ice cream any time you want in
almost no time. To up the flavor factor of future sweet treats, the cooks at Tablespoon.com suggest
adding fruit puree or a spoonful (or two) of fudge or chocolate sauce near the end of the shaking or
substitute cream for the half and half, which will increase both the calorie count and sweetness factor.
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Summer Movies to Look Forward To
Spend the summer at the theater with these upcoming films

If the heat is too much to handle this summer, then head to the nice, air-conditioned movies.
Filmmakers are always trying to produce amazing summer blockbusters, and this year is no different.
Below you’ll find just a few of the best summer movies to look forward to.

Transformers: The Last Knight
(PG-13)

Mark Wahlberg returns for the fifth
installment of the “Transformers”
franchise in “Transformers: The
Last Knight,” which is premiering
on Friday, June 23rd. Following the
absence of Optimus Prime, the
human race has found itself in a
war against the Transformers.
Protagonist Cade Yeager
(Wahlberg) forms an alliance with
familiar Autobot Bumblebee, an
Oxford professor (Laura Haddock)
and an English lord (Anthony
Hopkins) in order to learn why the
Transformers keep returning to
Earth and how they can potentially
stop the continuous fighting.

The House (R)

“Saturday Night Live” alums Will Ferrell and Amy Poehler team up in this comedy about a set of
parents who suddenly realize they don’t have enough money to send their daughter to the college of
her dreams. In a desperate attempt to raise the money in a short time period, they team up with their
neighbor (Jason Mantzoukas) to create an illegal casino in his basement. Expect crude humor and
appearances from other talented individuals like Nick Kroll, Rob Huebel and even Jeremy Renner.
This funny and not-so-kid-friendly film is set to be released on June 30th.

Despicable Me 3 (PG)

Initial trailers for “Despicable Me 3” solely featured former villain turned family man Gru up against an
’80s themed villain named Balthazar Bratt. While Bratt is still the antagonist in the film, newer trailers
have introduced Gru’s successful twin brother Dru. In the sneak peek, Gru and Dru pair up (with the
help of the Minions) for one last criminal heist in order to acquire a diamond that Bratt had stolen.
Hilarious hijinks are sure to occur in this fun summer movie, which premieres on June 30th.

Spider-Man: Homecoming (PG-13)

While there has already been two other versions of Spiderman films (starring Toby Maguire and
Andrew Garfield), “Spider-Man: Homecoming” creators have promised that the new film will go more
in-depth in regards to Peter Parker (Tom Holland) dealing with his super powers in high school. Also
new to this film is a villain named Vulture (Michael Keaton). Other notable appearances include
Zendaya as one of Peter’s classmates and Robert Downey Jr. reprising his role as Iron Man. Head
out to the theater on July 7th to see this new take on Spider-Man.

Dunkirk (PG-13)







There are currently two types of people that are interested in this film—war film enthusiasts and
teenage girls. That may sound odd, but the inclusion of Harry Styles (of pop group One Direction) in
the film has got “Dunkirk” on the radar of a new audience. The film was written by Oscar-nominated
director Christopher Nolan and focuses on a group of Allied soldiers that are surrounded by the
German Army during World War II. Additional talent in the film includes performances from Tom
Hardy, Kenneth Branagh, Cillian Murphy and Mark Rylance. “Dunkirk” is set to premiere on Friday,
July 21st, and will be available in IMAX.

Whether you’re looking for silly cartoons, adult humor or an action-packed story, you’re bound to enjoy
any of these upcoming films this summer.
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