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August Means Back To School!
A Message from Joey Root, President & CEO

Summer is almost over and I hope everyone had a great one. My family and I took a Caribbean cruise
this summer and had a BLAST! My three boys are getting their game faces on now as they prepare to
start the school year. Yes, I said that. Back to school 2016 here we come! Absolutely cannot believe I
have two sons in college and my “baby” starting the 5th grade. Time sure does fly on by. 

With school starting again, I’d like to remind everyone to be careful heading out to work in the
morning. Kids will be out at the bus stops and school speed zones are back in effect. 

It hasn’t been the lazy days of summer at the bank! We have been busy setting up a new home
mortgage lending department and we are excited to announce that we are now able to accept
applications for all types of home loans. Dean Slatev, an experienced Mortgage Loan Officer has
joined First Liberty and is ready to help you with your home loan needs.  Mortgage rates are incredibly
low, so if you are getting ready to purchase or refinance, please think of us and give Dean a call at
405.209.5217 or 405.252.4460.

Summer has been great, but I am totally energized for fall. The bank staff and I are looking forward to
our annual Neighborhood Walk the first week in October. This is an opportunity to walk the Village
neighborhood to meet and get to know the community we do business in. Also, in October we will be
celebrating 10 years in business. It’s been a fulfilling and exciting time and we couldn’t have been
successful without our wonderful customers. With your support, we look forward to celebrating
another 10 years as your bank.

As always, please don't hesitate to contact me at 405.608.1903 or jroot@myfirstliberty.com if there is
anything I can do for you.

Best regards,

Joey P. Root

President & CEO
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Closed Labor Day 2016
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Anniversary CD Special
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The Secrets to Saving More Money
Knowing which accounts to use can help you save more

Today, there are many options for where to put your money.

From using regular checking and savings accounts to deciding whether to open a money market
account or a CD (certificate of deposit) to even opening an account for holiday savings — each offers
something to help you save a little more.

Money market accounts and savings accounts

In an article in the Houston
Chronicle, finance contributor Leigh
Anthony compares these two types
of accounts. Both offer interest on
all deposits made and are insured
by the federal government, making
them safe, low-risk investment
options.

Both account types also have a
federal limit of six transfers per
month out of the account.
However, money markets act more
like checking accounts, giving you
the ability to write checks, make
electronic transfers, and withdraw
money with an ATM or debit card.
With savings accounts, you can
transfer money, but you may or
may not be able to withdraw funds
directly without talking to a bank
teller, depending on the institution.

“Interest rates on savings account[s] are typically very minimal as there is not a minimum balance
required,” reports Anthony. “[W]ith a money market account, the interest rate is higher and may
fluctuate based on a schedule posted by the [financial institution].”

A savings account would therefore be more appropriate for putting away cash that you want to save
for emergencies or a future large purchase, whereas a money market account would be better for
savings that you need to access more often, such as for major home renovations.

CD accounts

Anthony also discusses the difference between a CD and a money market account. Unlike money
markets, a CD account has a set interest rate that doesn’t change through the investment term. You
can set this term from anywhere between 30 days and five years — and then sit back as your money
grows.

Furthermore, according to an article in the Wall Street Journal, CDs are reported as low-risk savings
accounts with an interest rate that could be higher than a money market account. The money is
(probably) federally insured, “and you’re guaranteed to get back what you put in, plus interest once
the CD matures” through its predetermined term. But make sure not to withdraw funds before the
maturity term ends, or you’ll face a hefty penalty.

Holiday savings accounts







While some institutions offer actual “holiday savings accounts,” this term is broad enough to
encompass savings specific for holiday spending. Many people spend a lot of their money during the
holidays for gifts and family meals, and a great way to make sure you have funds set aside for these
purchases is to open an account just for holiday savings.

“The key is to think about holiday spending the same way you would other recurring, nonmonthly
expenses, like annual insurance premiums, quarterly tax estimates and home maintenance. Set up an
account, and automate deposits from your paycheck like any other bill,” says CFP® Tom Gilmour of
LearnVest Planning Services in a November 2014 article in Forbes.

If you need more guidance on what type of savings account to open, contact us and we’ll be happy to
help.
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Q & A with JeChar Carey

At First Liberty, we are always looking for ways to serve our community, including getting to know you
better. We want to be the type of bank who knows your name. We also want you to get to know us
better. Each month, we will be featuring one of our employees in order for all of us to learn more
about each other.

Je'Char, aka J, Carey works as a Loan Servicing Assistant in our Lending Department. She graciously
agreed to answer a few questions so we could get to know her a little better. Thank J!

 

Where did you work before FLB? I worked for a home care company as the Office Manager and
Personal Assistant to the CEO.
 

Tell us a little bit about what you do here. I work in the Loan Servicing department-assisting with
many loan servicing functions and handle the advance requests from clients.
 

What is your favorite part of working here? THE PEOPLE I WORK WITH!
 

If you could pick anyone to have lunch with (real or fictional, dead or alive) who would it be
and why? My initial response is Jesus, but it would take much more than a lunch to ask Him
everything…so, actually it would be my younger self because I would have a lot to say to her and I’m







sure She’d have a lot to say to me!
 

What are some of your favorite things to do outside of work? Anything creative!
 

What’s your favorite vacation spot? California…anywhere in California-that’s my home state!
 

What might people be surprised to know about you? I can throw a baseball or football pretty far,
(well I used to be able to anyways J).
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Impressing Bankers with Your Business Plan
Create a business plan that can help you get a loan

Lenders base their small-business loan decisions on many factors, and each lender can weight these
factors differently. A good business plan is always one of a lender’s highest priorities when
considering whether to offer a loan, so creating the most impressive plan should be a priority for all
entrepreneurs. 

“The best way to improve your chances of obtaining a loan is to prepare a written loan proposal or
business plan,” states Alan Haut in an article for the U.S. Small Business Administration website.
“Lenders lo ok to a loan proposal
as evidence that your business has
strong management, experience
and a thorough understanding of
the marketplace.” 

If you want the lender to decide
that the evidence looks good, you
have to consider that lender’s
priorities and highlight the factors
that most strongly demonstrate
your ability to repay the loan. Look
at your plan through the lender’s
eyes to find potential risk factors,
and attempt to reduce or eliminate
them before seeking a loan. If these
risk factors can’t be reduced,
gather substantial evidence that
shows how you plan to overcome
them. 

In order to identify the risks that lenders watch out for, first consider the industry you will operate
within. If it is a very risky industry, focus on expressing the unique advantages that your business will
have, giving it the edge it needs to succeed where others have not. A great way to do this is to
thoroughly describe prior experience and success you’ve had in a similar business. If you don’t have
that experience, you may want to seek a business partner who does.  

Then consider the financial aspects that form the foundation of your business, including whether or
not you have any debt or other liabilities and how much savings and equity you have. In addition to a
strong foundation, you need to think carefully about the future. 

“Will you be able to overcome changes in the economy?” asks Fan Bi, a contributor to
Entrepreneur.com and CEO of the award-winning custom menswear brand Blank Label. “Do you have
a model that can sustain growth?” 

Lenders view personal financial investment as a sign that you are committed to making the business
work. It also proves that you have been successful enough to either save the money over time or
obtain it in another manner, such as by convincing friends or family members of your business plan’s
merit. Having your own financial resources also lets lenders know that you have options for repayment
if your business fails or experiences a slow start.  

If your business plan doesn’t excel in these ways, don’t worry. Most business plans have shortcomings
in several areas, which they can make up for by crafting a thoughtful and thorough loan application.  

“After all, if you’re in a great industry, [you] have a perfect plan, and [you] have plenty of business and







personal capital, you may not need a loan in the first place,” states Bi. 

In your loan application, make sure to include a concise, direct cover letter or executive summary to
make a good first impression before launching into your business plan. Also, include personal financial
statements for yourself and any other owners, along with several years of past tax returns.  

If you are already running a business, provide financial statements for at least the past three years;
otherwise, you can provide projected balance sheets and an income statement. All applications
should include projected income and cash flow statements, along with information on how you will
overcome any obstacles that could cause you to miss your projections.  

For detailed information on creating your business plan, see the SBA’s guide at
https://www.sba.gov/starting-business/write-your-business-plan.
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Introducing James P. Boggs

We are pleased to welcome James P Boggs to the First Liberty Bank Team!
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We're Growing!
Welcome Jonathan and Dean

Welcome Jonathan Fairman, Assistant Vice President, Senior Credit Analyst and Dean Slatev,
Mortgage Loan Officer.  We are so happy you have joined the First Liberty Bank family!

Jonathan Fairman

Dean Slatev

Tracy Armstrong was featured on Oklahoma Bankers Association's Facebook page! 
https://goo.gl/2W2ue2

 Check out our new sign in the Commercial Lending Lobby.















 

Keep your bank in your back pocket. Get the app now and manage your accounts with ease! 
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Labor Day Party Recipe Ideas

Celebrate the end of the summer season with great family, friends and food.  We have  25 amazing
recipes for your review; everything from Blackberry Mojito to Sticky Grilled Chicken. Try the Bunless
Cheese Burger Bites - no recipe needed! Just look at the picture! All from Delish.com.

 

Or check out one of six incredible ways to top grilled corn.
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Vehicle Details: Best Cars for Younger Drivers
You don’t have to settle

If you’re looking for a vehicle for younger drivers, there are plenty of excellent models that are not only
affordable, but also among the best values in the entire automotive industry. 

Honda Fit

The 2016 Honda Fit starts at an
MSRP of $15,890, a bargain
considering it was named both
“Best Subcompact Car for the
Money” and “Best Hatchback for
the Money” by U.S. News & World
Report. A 1.5-liter, four-cylinder
engine produces 130 horsepower
and 114 pounds/foot of torque, and
when equipped with the available
Continuously Variable
Transmission, you can expect up to
33 mpg city and 41 mpg highway.
Features like the Advanced
Compatibility Engineering™ Body
Structure, Vehicle Stability Assist
and SmartVent® front-side airbags
helped the Fit achieve a Five-Star
Overall rating from the National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration.  

“Nobody has yet matched the Fit’s incredible versatility at this price, and placed it atop a chassis that
offers a modicum of fun,” notes Car and Driver.  

MAZDA3 

Available in both sedan and five-door variants, the MAZDA3 has quickly become a favorite of
automotive media and consumers alike, and it happens to be the most affordable vehicle to make Car
and Driver’s 10Best list, with a starting MSRP of $17,845 for the sedan. There are two fuel-efficient
SKYACTIV engines with fuel estimates rated up to 30 mpg city and 41 mpg highway, and a slew of
available features that help keep you safe, including a Technology Package that bundles a Lane
Departure Warning System, Mazda Radar Cruise Control, Forward Obstruction Warning, High Beam
Control and Smart City Brake Support. Both the sedan and the five-door have been named a Top
Safety Pick+ by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety.  

“Anyone who thinks a compact car can’t be stylish, fuel-efficient, value-oriented, technologically
advanced and a hoot to drive hasn’t met the Mazda3. Mazda’s small sedan and hatchback are all
those things and more,” adds Kelley Blue Book. 

Chevrolet Sonic

The Sonic is one of the more popular models in the Chevrolet stable among younger buyers. In fact,
according to Chevrolet, it’s the company’s top vehicle for first-time buyers, with over 20 percent of
Sonic buyers under age 35. And nearly 30 percent are trading in non-GM vehicles. A new 2017 model
is on its way, with the 2016 model already an excellent bargain starting at $14,345.  

There are two Ecotec four-cylinder engines that help the Sonic achieve fuel economy of up to 29 mpg







There are two Ecotec four-cylinder engines that help the Sonic achieve fuel economy of up to 29 mpg
city and 40 mpg highway. And as in all Chevrolet models, the OnStar connectivity suite is available
with 4G LTE Wi-Fi so you can stay connected.  

“The Sonic is Chevrolet’s entry into the popular subcompact segment. Available as both a sedan and
a hatchback, it offers a refined cabin and surprisingly good driving dynamics,” says Left Lane News. 

Kia Soul 

The Soul starts at an MSRP of $15,900 and is a great vehicle if you’re looking to stand out, having
recently been named one of the “10 Coolest Cars Under $18,000,” according to Kelley Blue Book’s
KBB.com, on top of its spot on the “Best Compact Car for Families” list from U.S. News & World
Report. It was also a winner at the 12th annual Active Lifestyle Vehicle of the Year.  

The Soul is available in three trim levels (Base, + and !), and power comes from either a 1.6-liter,
four-cylinder engine or a 2.0-liter, four-cylinder engine with 164 horsepower and up to 24 mpg city and
31 mpg highway. All Soul models come standard with a 10-year/100,000-mile Powertrain Limited
Warranty, among the best in the industry. 

“Proving once and for all that it’s hip to be square, the Kia Soul stands out from other compacts with a
unique look that manages to be both boxy and extremely funky. The affordably priced,
hamster-endorsed hatchback also delivers a roomy cabin, ample standard features and numerous
optional extras, making it an appealing blend of style and substance,” says Left Lane News.  

There are plenty of great choices available for young drivers, but when you’re looking for financing,
the best option is to stop by and see us.
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Plan a Vacation to Cape Cod, Massachusetts 
What to do, where to stay and what to eat in Cape Cod

Separated from the Massachusetts mainland by a canal, Cape Cod is one of the premier vacation
destinations in all of New England.

With miles of dune-lined beaches, a whole host of charming towns and a multitude of seafood shacks,
Cape Cod offers fun and memorable experiences for families and couples alike.

What to do

There is plenty to do in Cape Cod,
both on the land and in the water.
Located on the northeastern tip,
Provincetown is probably the
cape’s most famous coastal resort
town, and boasts several of its best
tourist attractions. History buffs, for
example, should make a pilgrimage
to the town’s Pilgrim Monument &
Provincetown Museum, which
commemorates the Mayflower’s
landing in Provincetown (which
actually occurred before the ship’s
more famous landing at Plymouth
Rock). Visitors are also
encouraged to take a stroll down
P-Town’s Commercial Street,
where they will find quirky art
galleries on the east end and great
restaurants on the west side.

Provincetown is also home to Race Point Beach, perhaps the most beautiful beach in Cape Cod.
With gentle surf and excellent views, it’s ideal for sunbathing. And if you get too hot, the chilly Atlantic
Ocean can cool you quickly.

On the opposite end of the cape is Falmouth, home of the Shining Sea Bikeway. Bring your own
bicycles or rent some from nearby vendors and explore this incredibly scenic stretch of land. Along the
route are a few quaint villages, the beautiful and historic Highfield Hall & Gardens, and a ferry that will
take you to nearby Martha’s Vineyard.

Where to stay

Located right between Provincetown and Falmouth, Chatham is in an ideal central location and also
offers its own world-class beachfront and shopping options. The town’s top-rated hotel is the Chatham
Inn at 359 Main, a beautiful and romantic boutique hotel that offers both luxury and New England
hospitality. Details on amenities, rooms and rates can be found at http://359main.com/rooms/.

If you are looking to stay closer to the action, the Provincetown Hotel at Gabriel’s is the top-rated
lodging option in P-Town. A charming bed and breakfast that can accommodate both romantic
getaways and family vacations, the Provincetown Hotel at Gabriel’s offers great food, great views and
great amenities. To make a reservation, go to http://www.provincetownhotel.com/.

Where to eat

As you might expect, Cape Cod is a seafood lover’s paradise. From the bucket of clams served al







fresco down at the Falmouth Raw Bar, to the ambitious guanciale-wrapped shrimp with balsamic
caramel on the menu at Devon’s Deep Sea Dive in Provincetown, there are fresh catches to be
enjoyed all across the cape. One of the most popular destinations for lobster and lobster rolls is Moby
Dick’s in Wellfleet. The line is usually long, but the food is worth the wait. See the menu at
http://www.mobyskabob.com/.

Of course, there’s plenty of non-fishy fare to be enjoyed, too. The Fairway Restaurant & Pizzeria in
Eastham, for example, offers affordable and delectable American-Italian dishes and homemade bread
that make this no-frills stalwart one of the region’s top-rated restaurants. You can find the latest menu
offerings at https://www.fairwaycapecod.com/.

If you are still craving dessert, Ben & Bill’s Chocolate Emporium in Falmouth offers up the very unique
treat of lobster ice cream (“made with real lobster!”) The less adventurous, however, may be inclined
to try the parlor’s popular Mud Pie, coffee ice cream mixed with Oreos and chocolate swirls. Learn
about the various flavor options at http://www.benandbills.com/cc/index2.html.

From Provincetown down to Fairmount and everywhere in between, Cape Cod is full of delights. Plan
your trip now and make some memories that will last a lifetime.
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Go Green: Inventive Uses for Your Leftover Yard
Trimmings
Recycle your yard trimmings with these creative ideas

There are few smells better than that of freshly mowed grass.

Despite its wonderful smell, though, there is one big problem with mowing your lawn, and that’s the
lawn trimmings that are left over after you finish. Many people rake up and bag these trimmings,
sending them on to the landfill. This isn’t the most eco-friendly practice to have, though.

If you want to go green and use your trimmings in a way that will help the environment, rather than
hurt it, here are some inventive uses for your yard waste.

Mulch your garden

Organic waste always acts as great
mulch for a garden, and lawn
trimmings are no exception. Rather
than bagging the lawn trimmings,
simply rake them into the garden
beds throughout the lawn. Using
yard trimmings as mulch for your
garden will also act as a weed
repellent, which is another big
benefit for doing so.

According to OrganicAuthority.com,
any organic medium, including
grass clippings, discourage weed
seeds from taking root. So there’s
no need to use harsh chemicals in
the garden anymore.

Create a compost pile

Creating a compost pile is a similar use for lawn trimmings to using them with mulch. Rather than
putting the grass clippings directly in the garden, though, composting allows the clippings to become
a soil conditioner instead. This conditioner offers plants more nutrients and helps retain moisture in
the soil.

According to RodalesOrganicLife.com, building a compost heap is easy. Simply take a carbon-rich
“brown” material, such as straw, and top it with the grass clippings. Then, add some soil, more straw,
and moisten the mixture. While doing this, organic kitchen waste can also be added to the pile to
make the compost richer.

Donate to a compost collection center

Not everyone wants to create their own compost pile. If you are one of these people, then consider
donating lawn trimmings to a local compost collection center. Many communities have public and
private compost areas that will be happy to recycle any unwanted greens. Some of these
organizations might even give donors access to the nutrient-rich soil that is a result of grass clipping
donations.

Consider grass-cycling

Grass-cycling is a method of recycling grass clippings that might be the most appealing to those who







don’t want to rake and bag the leftovers from mowing. The method involves leaving the grass
clippings right where they are, allowing them to decompose and nourish the freshly cut grass.

According to University of Illinois’ This Land program, grass clippings are a great organic source of
nutrients, especially nitrogen. Because of this, it is the perfect way to keep any lawn healthy and green.

It is becoming more common for communities to refuse to pick up lawn clippings as part of an effort to
reduce the amount of yard waste in landfills. There are a variety of ways to use your yard trimmings
instead that will help improve the environment and your yard.
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