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Eat, Pool, Sleep, Repeat
A Message from Joey Root, President & CEO

This time of year, I can’t seem to get any appointments scheduled. Traffic is light and half of the staff
at the bank is not at their desk. What gives? Why it’s July, and EVERYONE is on vacation. 

Vacations are really important and I encourage the employees at the bank to get away, relax, and
focus on their families. It is a great way to recharge your batteries and helps you be more productive
when you are back at work. 

Heeding my own advice, this Friday my wife Polly and our three boys are headed to Fort Lauderdale
and Saturday we set sail for a 7 night cruise through the Caribbean. Seven nights at sea takes a little
planning, so I did a little research and found some really good tips that I hope you will find helpful if
you are going on a cruise in the future. And sorry, but the Roots cannot schedule any appointments
for the next week!

Top Ten Items to Pack for a Cruise You Probably Never Thought to Bring

It’s magnetic, baby. Even if the walls don’t look or feel metallic, they are – and that means
you can use magnets to help organize all the papers the ship’s crew will hand out. Like that
invitation to the Captain’s Table for dinner.

1.

What’s that smell? Few cruise ship bathrooms have ventilation fans so bring a hanging car
freshener. Don’t bring candles, they aren’t allowed.

2.

It’s soooo windy. If you want to be sure your towel or other clothing stays nicely on your deck
chair. There are special clips just for deck chairs.

3.

Drip, drip, drip. There isn’t much hanging space in cabin showers and many cruise lines ask
passengers not to leave items on balconies to dry. An easy solution is to bring along a few
deflated balloons. Blow one up, drape your wet clothing over it and you have a drying rack.
Maybe throw in a few clothespins as well.

4.

Lights out! Most cruise ships have energy-saving light switches – ones that require you to
leave your key card in the slot in order to power the room. To side step these devices; get
another wallet-sized card to stick in the slot. A business card, library card or empty gift card
should do the trick.

5.

Show me the money.  Bring plenty of dollar bills and cash in smaller denominations. It’s great
for tipping and you won’t have to pay $20 for the $5 hat when you disembark to go shopping in
the next port of call.

6.

What did she say? Cruise ship walls are paper thin, thinner than a typical hotel room. Bring
some ear plugs or download a white noise app to your smart phone. You’ll be glad you did.

7.

Wow, my cabin is so…..roomy.  One or even two hanging shoe bags made of cloth are
perfect, not only for shoes, but anything else you need to store.

8.

Revenge of the nerds. Yes it may look goofy but pack a lanyard for your cruise to keep track
of your room key. When you board the ship, ask the purser’s desk to punch a hole in your
keycard and voila! Pop it onto your lanyard to wear around your wrist or neck.

9.

Honey, are you done charging you phone? Power outlets are usually limited in your
stateroom. Pack a power strip. Enough said.

10.

I hope you are enjoying summer. If you’re in the area, please stop in at First Liberty Bank for a nice
cold bottle of water and let us know how we might be of service to you.







As always, please don't hesitate to contact me at 405.608.1903 or jroot@myfirstliberty.com if there is
anything I can do for you.

Best regards,

Joey P. Root

President & CEO
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Important Steps Before Buying a Home
Preparing for the home-buying process

So, you’re ready to buy a home. Home ownership is a major milestone in anyone’s life — but also one
that involves lots of complexities and responsibilities.

That’s why it’s important to take the necessary steps before shelling out the down payment. If not
done correctly, buying a home can cause major financial regrets that can last a lifetime.

Before signing on the dotted line for your home, consider these tips — from determining where you
want to live to all the documents that go along with the purchase:

Research the neighborhood - You know what they say: location, location, location. Consider factors
like crime reports, school options, job market and cost of living. And above all, it has to be a place you
want to stay for a while. In fact, experts recommend buyers plan on staying in a new home no fewer
than five to seven years.

“You’re going to spend thousands of dollars to get into the home. To get out of it is going to be equally
expensive and may possibly cost more when you do it in less than five years or in a down market,”
says HSH.com (a publisher of mortgage information and rates) vice president Keith Gumbinger.

Find a realtor in advance - “Start
to talk to your local realtor six
months ahead of time,” says
residential broker and former
president of the National
Association of Realtors Pat
Vredevoogd Combs. “Most have a
good handle on mortgage people
in the area. And there are a lot of
really cool mortgage programs out
there for first-time buyers.” One
example would be some local
governments that offer interest rate
or down payment subsidies to
buyers who agree to buy a home in
certain areas. Also keep in mind
that governments or employers
may subsidize teachers, fire
fighters, police officers, nurses and
other service professionals who
might not be able to afford a home in high-priced areas.

Get preapproved - Ensuring that you’re preapproved for a loan makes the home-buying process a lot
easier on you.

“The first-time homebuyer needs to be very savvy and have an upfront preapproval letter that will help
give the seller confidence that [the buyer] can close the loan and obtain the funds,” explains Mortgage
Lender loanDepot President and COO David Norris. So before you even begin your search, make the
process of getting preapproved mandatory. And along with that, be patient in terms of getting this
preapproval.

“[Buying a home] is really like finding a job — it’s going to take a lot of time to prepare,” says
ClearPoint Credit Counseling Solutions Certified Housing Counselor Cara Pierce. “That way, when the
deal comes along, you’re ready to pounce on it.”







Establish what you can afford - You might find that the maximum you’re prequalified for is pretty
high — and that doesn’t necessarily mean you should spend that amount on a home. Instead,
determine what you feel comfortable spending.

“Each person has to know the difference in his [or her] own mind,” says Combs. “If you’re just getting
by with your current rent payment and the lender says you can qualify for more, give it some thought.”

Collect necessary financial documents - There’s a lot of paperwork surrounding home buying that a
lender will need. Items such as income tax returns, W-2 wage statements, paycheck stubs, bank and
investment account statements, divorce decrees, child support documents, and recent credit card
statements. Keep all these documents in one folder, which will keep you organized and ready. This
will also help you come up with your budget — what you can comfortably afford as a down payment
and monthly payments, as well as taxes, insurance and other expenses. 

Try to keep a steady credit history - If possible, during the process of home buying, put off any
major changes that can affect your credit, such as switching jobs or purchasing a new vehicle.

“When you sit at the closing table, you will be asked to sign a document that says your credit is the
same as it was when you originally applied for the loan,” says Combs. Unless the job is in the same
industry and with higher pay, lenders aren’t keen on you changing your financial picture during the
process of a pending mortgage application.

If you’re looking to buy a home, we can help you get the mortgage you need. Contact us today.
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Q & A with Tracy Armstrong

At First Liberty, we are always looking for ways to serve our community, including getting to know you
better. We want to be the type of bank who knows your name. We also want you to get to know us
better. Each month, we will be featuring one of our employees in order for all of us to learn more
about each other.

Tracy Armstrong works as a Personal Banker in the lobby at First Liberty. She graciously agreed to
answer a few questions so we could get to know her a little better! Thanks Tracy!

 

Where did you work before FLB?

I started my banking career in 2011 with Legacy Bank. I began in the call center, worked my way up
to a Universal Associate IV and then moved to the marketing department as the Procedures and
Technical Writer. 
 

Tell us a little bit about what you do here.

As a Personal Banker, I’m responsible for opening new personal and business accounts, developing
and maintaining customer relationships and help customers achieve their financial goals. 







What is your favorite part of working here?

I love my coworkers! We truly have a great team with open communication and mutual respect for
each other. I also love being able to be a part of such a young bank with a great future ahead of it. 

If you could pick anyone to have lunch with (real or fictional, dead or alive) who would it be
and why?

Right now, Kevin Durant. I’d love to know his thought process and tell him he broke my heart.

What are some of your favorite things to do outside of work? 

I enjoy spending time with my husband and friends, working out, listening to true crime podcasts,
traveling or binge watching shows on Netflix. 

What’s your favorite vacation spot?

While I’ve never “vacationed” here, I did spend a few days in Santorini, Greece while studying abroad
in college and fell in love with it! My goal is to go back before my husband and I have kids. 

What might people be surprised to know about you? 
A couple of my passions are nutrition and exercise. I enjoy learning about health and wellness and
trying out new things when it comes to my diet. I’m super passionate about women being strong and
healthy. I love being pushed to be stronger, and I love encouraging other women to embrace their
strength. 
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Short- and Long-term Business Loans
Choosing the right loan term for your business

If you think a loan from your financial institution could benefit your business, then you are likely
wondering about the difference between short- and long-term loans.

Short-term loans

Short-term loans are intended to help businesses in a variety of situations, but generally speaking,
they help supplement insufficient cash flow. Considering the fact that adequate cash flow is crucial for
your small business to continue its day-to-day operations, a short-term loan can play a vital role in its
success.

Short-term business loans typically
have a maturity term of one year or
less, and in many cases, they are
much shorter than that. Loans that
need to be repaid in three to four
months are common.

Short-term loans can be especially
helpful to businesses that
experience large seasonal shifts in
revenue and expenses. Many
businesses rely on income from
tourists during the summer months,
winter sports season or other
popular vacation times, but they
still need to cover expenses during
the slow seasons. Other
businesses make the majority of
sales during the holiday season but
need funds to purchase inventory
far in advance. In these cases, a
short-term loan could be a great solution.

“Other uses for short-term business loans are to raise working capital to cover temporary deficiencies
in funds so you can meet payroll and other expenses,” states Rosemary Peavler for About.com. “You
may be waiting on credit customers to pay their bills, for example.”

While waiting for customers to pay their bills, you likely have bills of your own that can’t wait. If you are
going through a temporary cash shortage and need to pay your suppliers or other business partners,
a short-term loan can help you make it through until your own customers pay up.

Long-term loans

“This type of financing has more stringent qualifications than its short-term alternative,” states
NerdWallet.com Financial Writer Steve Nicastro. “But long-term business loans are the way to go
when you have an extra-large expenditure, such as a major piece of equipment or real estate.”

Because of their structure and the fact that they typically have stricter requirements than short-term
loans, long-term loans may offer more favorable interest rates. This isn’t always true, however, so
make sure to check with the rates your financial institution is offering before determining which type of
loan will cost less in interest. Another thing to consider is that stretching out the repayment period can
be beneficial for entrepreneurs who are trying to manage a big expense.







“With a longer repayment period comes lower monthly payments, making large investments easier to
afford,” states Nicastro. “They are also a good option if you have an established business with strong
finances.”

The best way to determine if your small business qualifies for and could benefit from a short- or
long-term loan is to talk to your financial institution or adviser.

First Liberty Bank • 405-608-4500 • http://myfirstliberty.com/ 

 



 

Happy Anniversary to Our Founding Fathers (and
Mothers)!
Salute to Sandy Bracken, Tammy Boatman, Joey Root & Tammie
Garrison
It was July 2006 when these four amazing leaders came together to start First Liberty Bank. We are
grateful that they did! First Liberty has grown to $270 million in assets and over 50 employees! A big
shout out to Sandy, Tammy, Joey and Tammie. You've done a great job and the employees at First
Liberty are excited to see what the next 10 years will bring! 
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We Keep On Growing!

We keep growing and growing! Welcome (from left to right) Ladye Hobson, Mortgage Loan
Administrative Assistant, Tracy Armstrong, Personal Banker, Chastity Hosman, Assistant Vice
President-Loan Portfolio Manager and Frederica McGinnis, Accounting & Compliance Administrative
Assistant. We are glad you are here!

 

Congratulations Michael and Jennifer - Welcome Baby Meyer!











 

We had another great birthday party at Positive Tomorrows in June.  Thank you Amanda &
Tracy for making Abraham's birthday party extra special!

 

FIRST LIBERTY BANK HELPS OUT WITH CAVETT KIDS SUMMER CAMP!

 























Getting ready for Camp Cavett! We put together 350 snack bags for this years fishing trip! Everyone in
the bank pitched in to put the snack bags together. We really enjoy doing this for such a great cause!
Have fun kids! :) We love Cavett Kids Foundation!
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How to Pick and Cut a Watermelon
(and eat the rind!)

Watermelons are just starting to come into season which means shoppers thumping watermelons to
find the most perfect picnic-worthy specimens. Do you know how to pick the best watermelon?

WiseBread.com is a great website with links to articles and video to help you easily pick out and cut
up your next watermelon. 

 

Pickled Watermelon Rind

 

If you've never had pickled watermelon rind, here is a great recipe to try from Food.com.  Serve this
classic Southern favorite as an accompaniment to cheese and crackers or along side your favorite
sandwich.

First Liberty Bank • 405-608-4500 • http://myfirstliberty.com/ 







 

Plan a Vacation to Jackson Hole, Wyoming
What to do, where to stay and what to eat in Jackson Hole

Located in the valley between Wyoming’s Teton Mountain Range and Gros Ventre Range, Jackson
Hole got its name from the mountain men who had to descend down steep slopes to reach it.

Today, the land is much more easily accessible, but it still possesses the fascinating wildlife and
natural beauty that the early trappers first admired years ago.

What to do

One of the best places to
appreciate Jackson Hole’s scenic
surroundings is Laurance S.
Rockefeller Preserve, a 1,106-acre
refuge located within Grand Teton
National Park on the southern end
of Phelps Lake. Once a private
vacation retreat for John D.
Rockefeller Jr. and his family,
today the preserve’s views of the
majestic Teton mountains can be
enjoyed by everyone. Plan your trip
at

https://nps.gov/grte/planyourvisit/lsr.htm.

There is also plenty of wildlife to take in—both in real life and in still life. You can see animals in their
natural habitat at the 25,000-acre National Elk Refuge, or see them beautifully depicted at the
National Museum of Wildlife Art that overlooks the refuge. Learn more about these destinations at
http://fws.gov/refuge/national_elk_refuge/ and http://wildlifeart.org/.

If you are traveling in the wintertime, you are probably looking to hit the slopes. Jackson Hole
Mountain Resort is often held up as the best ski resort in all of North America. Whether you are a
casual skier who wants to stick to the intermediate slopes or a thrill-seeker who wants to take on the
famously steep Corbet’s Couloir, there is no better place to be than Jackson Hole Mountain Resort.
 Head to http://jacksonhole.com/ to learn more.

Where to stay

The Four Seasons Resort Jackson Hole has much to recommend, beginning with its location, which is
close to the Jackson Hole gondola for the winter and near Grand Teton and Yellowstone National
Parks for the summer. There is also the impeccable service, which includes a winter staff that will
buckle your ski boots for you. To top it all off, the hotel’s Westbank Grill has been called the “go-to
spot for steak in Jackson” by Eater.com.  For booking information, visit
http://fourseasons.com/jacksonhole/.

If you want to experience the history of Jackson Hole, get a room at The Wort Hotel. A downtown
Jackson establishment since 1941, this gem combines rustic aesthetics with modern amenities. Plus,
the hotel’s Silver Dollar Bar and Grill is also a great spot for a stiff drink and a hearty meal. To reserve
a room, go to http://worthotel.com/rooms/rates-and-reservations/.







Where to eat

The region’s most iconic restaurant is the Snake River Grill, which treats locals and vacationers to a
world-class fine dining experience. Patrons might experience sticker shock when they first glimpse the
menu or extensive wine list, but this is one expensive eatery that is actually worth the money. View
the menu at http://snakerivergrill.com/.

If your palette or wallet wants a break from fancy fare, head to Café Genevieve, a historic Main Street
eatery that raised its profile when it was featured on the Food Network television show “Diners,
Drive-ins and Dives.” This no-frills establishment specializes in down home cooking, with specialties
that include steak frites and fried chicken and waffles. See their current menu at
https://genevievejh.com/.

Another unpretentious yet delicious option is The Bird, an old school kitchen and bar known for having
the “best burger in Wyoming.” Of course, with 21 burgers on the menu, it may take a while for you to
figure out which one earns that prestigious title! Get more information at http://thebirdinjackson.com/.

If you’re still hungry after all of that, stop by Moo’s Gourmet Ice Cream in downtown Jackson to finish
your evening with a scoop of huckleberry. See the latest flavor combinations at
http://moosjacksonhole.com/.

There is a whole lot to see, experience and taste in Jackson Hole. Let these recommendations be
your guide as you indulge in the best that Wyoming has to offer.
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Which Brands Lease the Most?
A unique look at leasing

Everyone has an opinion on whether you should buy or lease your next vehicle. Leasing a vehicle
gives you a new ride every 24–48 months, with controllable payments, but only financing allows you
to truly own your vehicle after all is said and done.

A March 2016 article in Car and
Driver magazine used research
from IHS Automotive to determine
which brands have the highest
lease rates.

Smart, Maserati and Infiniti are at
the top of the list with 80 percent,
74 percent and 64 percent,
respectively. Following close
behind are BMW, Jaguar and
Lexus with 57 percent, then Lincoln
and Mercedes-Benz with 53
percent. Rolls Royce and Audi
check in at 51 percent and 50
percent, respectively.

You’re probably thinking, ‘Lease a
Rolls Royce?’ But a new Wraith
can be yours for around $30,000
down and $4,000 per month for 48
months.

Overall, the small luxury sedans (think BMW 3 Series, Infiniti Q50 and Audi A4) make up for about 60
percent of these leases, and more than 50 percent of all luxury sedans are leased. Why are leases for
luxury sedans so popular? It’s the convenience of having a new car with smaller upfront costs.

“Luxury brands make the bulk of their profits from them,” according to the magazine. “Turn in the old
car, throw down a few grand, and poof! There’s a new Mercedes E350 wearing your old license plate.
Many off-lease cars are remarketed as certified pre-owned; leasing one perpetuates a cycle that
keeps profits humming and monthly checks outflowing.”

On the opposite end of the spectrum, leasing an Alfa Romeo, a Ferrari or even a Mitsubishi is a rare
occurrence with 1, 4 and 8 percent of all models leased out.

Leasing is also far more common in the Northeast, with New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, New
Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island and Massachusetts accounting for seven of the top 10 states with
the highest leasing percentages. Michigan holds the highest rate, at 59 percent. Florida and California
(tied at 32 percent) and Ohio round out the top 10. Arkansas holds the designation as the state with
the lowest lease rate, only 2 percent, and Alaska and Oklahoma each check in with only 4 percent of
all new vehicles being leased.

Leasing is always a good option if you don’t have a large amount of capital to pay upfront. But if you’re
looking for a new vehicle, or if you simply want to know how much car you can afford, stop by and see
what financing options we have for you so you can shop with confidence.
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5 Books to Enjoy on Your Beach Vacation
Dive into these books this summer while you’re having fun in the
sun

Beach vacations are a time to relax and enjoy life, while taking in the sun and the sea. It’s because of
the beach’s relaxing atmosphere that makes it the perfect place to enjoy a good book this summer.

While you are enjoying your time with your toes in the sand, consider reading one of these five books
that are perfect for your beach vacation.

“The Outlander” by Diana
Gabaldon

There’s nothing better to fight the
heat than a book that takes place in
Scotland. “The Outlander” by Diana
Gabaldon is one of the most
popular novels in contemporary
literature, and for good reason. This
novel is set in the Scottish
Highlands in 1945, when Claire
Randall, a former British combat
nurse, finds herself transported
back to the Highlands circa 1743. It
is a time of intrigue and rebellion,
which causes a multitude of
problems for Claire, the least of
which is being forced to marry
Jamie Fraser, a young Scottish
warrior.

“Truly Madly Guilty” by Liane Moriarty

Liane Moriarty has had multiple top-ranked books on New York Times’ Bestsellers List for good
reason. Her novels offer a humorous outlook on everyday life, while providing a sense of suspense
that cannot be beat. Her newest book, “Truly Madly Guilty,” will be released on July 26, just in time for
your beach vacation. Moriarty’s perfect combination of humor and spot-on observations about modern
life will leave any reader entranced.

“Treasure Island” by Robert Louis Stevenson

For a classic beach read, look no further than Robert Louis Stevenson’s “Treasure Island”. This novel
might have been published in 1883, but it still offers modern day readers the perfect escape from the
real world. The book follows young Jim Hawkins as he travels the seas in a series of swashbuckling
adventures. While it might be geared more towards a younger audience, even adults will find pleasure
reliving the exciting adventures of pirates, treasure and the sea.

“Harry Potter and the Cursed Kid” by J.K. Rowling

The beloved “Harry Potter” series might have ended with its eighth book, but author J.K. Rowling is
looking to offer series lovers another glimpse into the world of magic through “Harry Potter and the
Cursed Child”. Though this book is a play script, rather than a traditional novel, it allows readers to
delve into Harry Potter’s life after he graduates from Hogwarts. Set for release on July 31, this play is
the perfect way to stay relaxed while sitting in the sun.

“Me Before You: A Novel” by Jojo Moyes







“Me Before You: A Novel” by Jojo Moyes

Quickly becoming the love story of the current generation, “Me Before You” focuses on the life of
Louisa Clark, an ordinary woman who has an ordinary life—until she begins working for Will Traynor,
a man who once had everything at his fingertips, only to lose it all after an accident. This novel has
recently been made into a film of the same name, which makes it even more appealing for a beach
read. After all, there’s nothing better than reading the book after seeing the movie to discover the
differences between the two.

Relax even more during your beach vacation and take the time to read one of these great books.
Each of these books offers its own literary adventure, making them the perfect way to let your mind
stress-free while on vacation.
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