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April is Community Banking Month
A Message from Joey Root, President & CEO

I

 

I will openly admit that I am a fortunate man, and for many reasons. I have a great family and we love each other. I have close friends who are there when I need them. I have enjoyed good health my entire life. 

Another reason that I feel fortunate is that I absolutely love what I do for a living. I am a community banker.

April is Community Banking Month. For most people, that might not carry a lot of meaning, but to me it does. It’s like an anniversary: a yearly reminder of why I am where I am, why I do business the way I do and why we started First Liberty Bank.

Community banking in the United States links to geography. In other words, it’s where the banker calls home; for me, it’s Oklahoma City.  Oklahoma City is where my interests are, where I have family, kids in school and friends. It's where I have found dedicated and terrific employees
that are just like family. I want to take care of these loved ones. Taking care of my Oklahoma City community is like caring for extended family. I want to see those near and around me succeed and thrive.

I come from a banking family dating back to the early 1900s.  The banking industry is certainly a lot different now. Banking is changing fast with new rules and regulations and through the advent of technology. Unlike yesteryear, many people don’t go into a bank and some bank
exclusively on mobile devices. Despite these advances, community banks are as valuable as ever. 

Someday soon you may need a bank for a variety of reasons.  Whether you need advice to grow your business or simply need to open a savings account for a grandchild, I hope you will reach out to me. I will do everything I can to help. That is what a community banker does. 

As always, please don't hesitate to contact me at 405.608.1903 or jroot@myfirstliberty.com if there is anything I can do for you.

 

Best regards,

Joey P. Root

President & CEO
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In Memory
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What to Know About Social Security Survivors Benefits
What affects your benefits, who’s eligible and more

Social Security survivors benefits are not something many people enjoy talking about, but it’s still important to learn about them. Any loss of a family member can be devastating, not only emotionally but also financially. It can be comforting to know, however, that members of your
family may be eligible for survivors benefits after your death.

The family members who are eligible for survivors benefits include:

Your widow or widower - Your surviving spouse may be eligible for full benefits at their full retirement age (see the planner at https://www.ssa.gov/planners/survivors/survivorchartred.html for specifics). Reduced benefits are available earlier, and if the survivor is disabled, benefits
may begin as early as age 50. If the widow or widower takes care of your child who’s receiving Social Security benefits, and if the child is age 16 or younger or disabled, the spouse can receive benefits at any
age. 

“Take the time in advance to look at the different strategies and understand what claiming early will do to your surviving spouse. If the higher earner claims early, chances are, the surviving spouse will be forced to
leave money on the table,” says Vice President Roberta Eckert of Nationwide Retirement Institute.

Your unmarried children - If you have surviving children who are single and younger than age 18 (or up to 19 if they’re a full-time student), they may be eligible for survivors benefits. In addition, children can get
benefits at any age if they were disabled before age 22 and remain disabled.

Your dependent parents - If your parents are still living, they will qualify for benefits at age 62 or older.

Your former spouse(s) - If you’re divorced, but your marriage lasted for 10 years or longer and your former spouse is age 60 or older (age 50-59 if disabled), they qualify for benefits. The 10-years-or-longer rule
doesn’t apply, however, if the former wife or husband is currently caring for your child who’s under 16 and disabled.

Under certain circumstances, benefits may also apply to stepchildren, grandchildren, step-grandchildren or adopted children.

Social Security taxes are taken out of each paycheck so that you earn credits toward Social Security benefits. How long you need to work to be eligible for Social Security survivors benefits depends on how old
you are when you die.

The same goes for the cost of survivors benefits (it depends on your lifetime earnings) as well as for how much the receiver will get (it depends on the salary of the person who died — the more paid, the greater the
benefits). You’ll be able to find an estimated amount of survivors benefits on your Social Security statement. The limit of benefits Social Security can pay each month varies between 150 and 180 percent of the
deceased worker’s benefit amount.

Some things, such as pensions, can affect what’s covered by Social Security. Although a work pension for which you paid Social Security taxes won’t affect your benefits, the benefits may be reduced for a work
pension that’s not covered by Social Security. In addition, benefits could be reduced if you work while receiving survivors benefits and are under full retirement age. Also, typically you won’t get a widow’s or
widower’s benefits if you remarry before age 60. But remarriage after age 60 (or age 50 if you’re disabled) won’t affect your getting benefits based on your ex-spouse’s work. And at age 62 or older, you may get
benefits on your new spouse’s work, if those benefits would be higher.

If you disagree with a decision made on your claim, you can always appeal it. To learn more, visit https://www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10084.pdf.
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Q & A with Michelle McCarley

At First Liberty, we are always looking for ways to serve our community, including getting to know you better. We want to be the type of bank who knows your name. We also want you to get to know us better. Each month, we will be featuring one of our employees in order for all of us to
learn more about each other.

Michelle and Charlie

 

Where did you work before FLB?
I have been in banking for all of 5 years. Before FLB I worked at First Enterprise Bank as a personal banker/loan assistant for a year. 

Tell us a little bit about what you do here.
I work on a team with a lender and portfolio manager to process loans when they are approved. I prepare all the loan documents our customers sign at their loan closing. A lot more goes into that than one would think.  I probably learn something new every day!

What is your favorite part of working here?
It definitely would be the people.  I know it seems cliché but they really are some of the nicest coworkers I have ever had.  I feel like I’m part of a family.  It’s also a great day when Val brings cookies! Best cookie I’ve ever had by far. 

If you could pick anyone to have lunch with (real or fictional, dead or alive) who would it be and why?
It would probably be my paternal grandpa.  He passed away when I was 12 and I have so many great memories of him. He was always a strait and to the point kind of guy. No sugar coating anything with him.  It would be nice to have him in my life now to go to for advice.  I feel like we
would have a lot of fun together.  

What are some of your favorite things to do outside of work? 
I enjoy spending time with my family. I wouldn’t say I’m a book worm but I do enjoy reading the occasional good book. I enjoy cooking when I have time. Since I don’t have children my dog is like my child. I call him my 50 pound lap dog since he is always right by my side.  I do enjoy
watching sports and especially when I can watch with my husband because his commentary is always entertaining. 

What’s your favorite vacation spot?
I haven’t been too many places but you can’t go wrong with Vegas, that is always fun.  I went on a cruise last year and that was a blast!  My favorite spot we stopped at on the cruise would have to be Roatan, Honduras where we went on zip lines through the tree tops and stopped
at a beach with the clearest water I’ve ever seen. 

What might people be surprised to know about you? 
I have been Type 1 Diabetic for 19 years.  
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Financial Tools for Small-Business Owners
Utilize these means to increase efficiency and your bottom line

While cutting costs and streamlining performance are essential for any small business, most startup owners don’t consider financial tools as the way to facilitate that.

In actuality, it is worth it to invest in some financial tools to help transform your operations, improve productivity, reduce costs and increase profit margins. Here are 10 general resources you should be using to help you plan for success:

1. Business plan software: Crucial to any business is a solid business plan. Ensure you’ve thought of everything by using online software resources such as the U.S. Small Business Administration’s (SBA) Business Plan Tool (https://www.sba.gov/tools/business-plan/1). It will walk
you through every step you need to reach your goals, from gathering your thoughts to presenting to an investor and beyond.

2. Inventory management system: No matter your industry, it is crucial to keep track of your products for financial security, insurance reasons and much more. Award-winning online publication Small Business
Trends recommends OfficeBooks (http://officebooks.com/) to track distribution and manufacturing.

“OfficeBooks is the tool you need when you’re managing the many parts of distribution and manufacturing,” says Tech Editor Matt Mansfield of Small Business Trends. “From inventory control to sales/quotes,
purchase orders, contact management and reports, you’ll find a lot to like in this solution.”

3. Financial analysis tool: Once your business plan is solid and you know what you have in stock, you can begin analyzing where your company stands financially. The SBA recommends Score’s vast array of
financial statement templates (https://www.score.org/resources/business-planning-financial-statements-template-gallery), so you can keep up to date on your cash flow, profits and losses, and more — all in one
place.

4. Accounting software: Find a computerized accounting system that will streamline your data. Intuit QuickBooks is always a popular choice, as it can simplify, automate and track financial information, including
tax data. Another option, acclaimed by Catherine Clifford of Entrepreneur.com, is inDinero.

“inDinero pulls your transaction history from banks, credit cards and financial accounts and organizes it for you. There is no tedious data entry; you just input your account numbers,” she writes, continuing, “It sorts
transactions by category — such as payroll, advertising and dining — and tracks spending changes each month. It also creates accounting reports for you.”

5. Invoicing software: Before you organize money with the accounting tools described above, you must obtain payments from clients. Get on that with products like Bitrix, a service Mansfield likes, which will save
you time and leave little room for mistakes. Best of all, the basic level is free of charge.

6. Credit card processing method: Obtaining payments and tracking them is easy when you can accommodate credit cards. The most widely accepted type of payment these days, a credit card can work at a
point-of-sale, a mobile card reader, a terminal or online. According to Clifford, a company called Authorize.Net has fairly universal software available.

7. Business credit card: The SBA advises obtaining a business credit card for your small business instead of using your personal card. Not only is it easier to track expenditures, but you also get access to a host of
business-specific benefits such as employee cards, spending controls and more.

8. Business debit card: For reasons similar to those listed above, you’ll want a business debit card as well. It gives you quick and convenient access to your business’s checking account at millions of locations
around the globe.

9. Credit monitoring: “It’s crucial for small-business owners to keep a close eye on changes to their reports that could affect their company’s ability to obtain credit,” reads the SBA website. “Consider enrolling in an affordable monitoring service so you can review your company’s
credit file to ensure it’s accurate and up-to-date.”

Finance writer J. William Carpenter suggests the FDIC’s Money Smart for Small Business program for information on credit reporting and more. It is available as a free download from the FDIC website.

10. Business credit checks: Performing credit checks will protect your company’s cash flow by identifying the creditworthiness of customers. It’s never a bad idea to make smart, well-informed credit decisions.

By taking advantage of these financial tools, you will be freeing up important time to manage your company and help it grow, while simultaneously improving your bottom line.
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We Are Growing
Welcome Norma and Je'Char
We are growing! We recently added more people to the First Liberty Bank staff.  Norma Newburry joined us as a Private Banking Officer and JeChar Carey has been a huge help at the front desk, stepping in while Charmaine is on family leave. 
Welcome Norma and Je'Char!

 

Speaking of which, congratulations to Charmaine and her husband Ronnie on their new baby!!

A new baby is like the beginning of all things - wonder, hope, a dream of possibilities.  --Eda J LeShan

 

We had a St. Patrick’s themed Quarterly Birthday Luncheon on March 17th! We had a potato bar and everyone wore their green. Happy Birthday Cathy, Cheri, Debbi G, Debbie T, Frank, Joey, Lavonda, Margaret, Mikel and Scott!

 

 

Remember, Friday is Popcorn and Bagel Day at First Liberty. We'd love to see you so stop by. And thank you Sarah for making the popcorn!
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Liberty Bash 2016
Save the Date!

Last year, Liberty Bash was a huge success!  Save the date Friday, June 3rd for Liberty Bash 2016. Join us and help celebrate our 10 year anniversary with great food, giveaways and fun for the kids! More information coming soon.
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Buy Local at a Farmer's Market
Farmer's Market Recipes

The local farmer’s markets will be open soon and they offer great options for buying fresh produce. It’s also a family friendly atmosphere where you can teach children about fresh food and eating healthy.  Fresh foods taste so much better and offer more variety.  

The OSU-OKC Farmers Market, 400 N. Portland  offers 100 percent Oklahoma-grown produce in a year-round market setting.

Southern Living has some wonderful spring recipes perfect for local produce.

Spring-on-a-Plate-Salad

Look for tender, fresh baby greens and microgreens. 

Spinach-and-Romaine Salad with Cucumbers, Radishes, and Creamy Mint Dressing

This cool and creamy salad is the perfect side for any spring or summer meal, perfect for a last minute cook out.
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Vehicle Details: Perfect Summertime Vehicles
You’ll want to take the long road sitting behind the wheel in these

Driving during the summer is something people look forward to all year long. The warmer weather and longer days are reason enough to take an extra day off and spend some quality time enjoying all that nature has to offer. Here are a few vehicles that can help make your summer
even more enjoyable.

2016 Jeep Wrangler

The Jeep Wrangler was named the “4x4 of the Decade” by Four Wheeler Magazine, and the “Off-Road Utility Vehicle of Texas” by the Texas Auto Writers Association, so you know it has the capability to handle nearly anything you throw its way. Whether you’re looking to take your
friends and a few surfboards to the beach or you’re ready to head o
ff-road for some camping, the Wrangler can get you there. With its 3.6-liter engine for towing up to 3,500 pounds, enough space for just over 70 cubic feet of stuff, and features like the Sunrider® or the Freedom
Top® top, you can get the benefits of a convertible with the Jeep utility you expect.

Edmunds says there is “plenty to love about this unique, characterful, capable and unabashedly all-American SUV.” 

2016 Nissan 370Z Roadster

For those who don’t like blending in, the two-passenger 2016 Nissan 370Z® Roadster is a great choice. Top-down driving excitement comes courtesy of a 332-hp V6 engine paired with a six-speed manual
transmission or a seven-speed automatic with Downshift Rev matching and manual shift mode.

Nissan has never been one to shy away from doing things a bit differently, and that’s apparent with the styling of the 370Z Roadster. It’s low and wide, with a shape that cheats the wind, aiding in fuel efficiency and
improving the overall experience. Available features, including a Nissan Hard Drive Navigation system with voice recognition, climate-controlled sport seats and a Bose® audio system, make every drive more
convenient and comfortable, too.

2016 Porsche Boxster

For enthusiasts, there is arguably no better sports car for the money than the Porsche Boxster. Named the “No. 1 Luxury Sports Car” by U.S. News & World Report, the 2016 Porsche Boxster has a blend of
power, efficiency and driving dynamics that few others can match. And since it’s a Porsche, customization options are abundant, from wheels and seats to audio systems and even exterior paint colors. Up to 375
horses thunder out of the Boxster six-cylinder engine, and after one test drive you’ll be sure to want more.

“Stylish, luxurious and thrilling to drive, the 2016 Porsche Boxster comes up aces. Sports cars don’t get much better than this,” adds Edmunds.

2016 Fiat 500X

For something a bit different, you should consider the 2016 Fiat 500X. It’s fun to drive, visually appealing and small enough to navigate the urban jungles of clogged metropolises, while still able to carry up to five
people with plenty of room for your stuff. You can add all-wheel drive for even more performance and all-weather traction. But the best part of the 500X is its Italian design that doesn’t require you to spend big bucks.

“Based on looks, price and value, the 2016 Fiat 500X has all the makings of a hit as an early entry into a rapidly expanding market segment,” says Kelley Blue Book. “Even against competitors like the upcoming Honda HR-V and Mazda CX-3, the new Fiat 500X makes a good case
for itself as an American Fiat. Stiff suspension or not, the combination of value and style will be hard to ignore.” 

There are plenty of good choices to help you enjoy your summer drives, but the best way to ensure you won’t overpay is to get a loan from your financial institution. Rates are traditionally competitive, and once you’re approved for a loan, you can shop for the car of your dreams with
confidence.
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Plan a Vacation to Charleston, South Carolina
Exploring the wonders of Port City

The oldest and arguably most charming city in The Palmetto State, Charleston was originally founded in 1670 as Charles Town, in honor of England’s King Charles II. At nearly 250 years of age, the city is rich with history, as well as sightseeing opportunities, delicious dining and, of
course, southern hospitality.

To make the most of your visit, be sure to indulge in some of these highlights.

What to do

One of America’s most scenic cities, Charleston is a photographer’s dream destination, with more than its fair share of photogenic areas. Chief among them is The Battery, a stretch of mansions overlooking
Charleston Harbor on the city’s southern tip. White Point Gardens, which houses several Civil War relics and memorials, is also located nearby this picturesque neighborhood.

Charleston’s beauty can also be appreciated while lounging on Folly Beach or the Isle of Palms, the city’s two closest shorelines. Families will enjoy exploring the 3.3-square-mile Sullivan’s Island, which packs
several beaches, restaurants and unique shops into its compact location.

Charleston is also home to many historic homes and mansions that preserve the glamour of antebellum life in the Old South. The most popular examples include the Aiken-Rhett House Museum, inhabited by
Governor William Aiken in the 1850s; and the Nathaniel Russell House Museum, an iconic piece of 19th-century architecture.

Where to eat

Charleston’s cuisine is as diverse as it is delectable. Looking for some fresh seafood pulled straight from the Atlantic? Try the dense lobster rolls at 167 Raw, which are packed with claw meat and just the right
amount of mayonnaise. Or, head to Upper King to enjoy raw oysters by the dozen at Leon’s Oyster Shop.

Want more traditional southern fare? Check out Husk, and make sure you order the Fried Chicken Skins with hot sauce and honey, with a side of skillet cornbread. For a more upscale take on southern dining
classics, make a reservation at Magnolia’s, which serves up everything from fried green tomatoes to shrimp with grits in the city’s French Quarter.

Where to stay

If you want to really become immersed in the Old World charm of Charleston, consider a stay at the elegant Wentworth Mansion, which is conveniently located near The Battery. Built in the late 1800s, Wentworth is
among the city’s most historic and opulent hotels, offering evening brandies and sherries along with complimentary hors d’oeuvres. Though the hotel appears very traditional, modern amenities like an on-site spa
and rooms complete with whirlpool tubs are also present. If you’re willing to splurge on something especially romantic and luxurious, you can book a room online at http://wentworthmansion.com/rooms-suites/.

If you’re traveling on a family vacation, The Sanctuary at Kiawah Island Golf Resort might be just the place to keep everyone entertained. Located right on the Atlantic (the Ocean-view rooms are worth the premium
price), The Sanctuary boasts five championship golf courses, 24 tennis courts and six pools. Check out more information at http://kiawahresort.com/accommodations/the-sanctuary-hotel.

Whether you’re a history buff, a foodie or just someone who is looking for rest and relaxation in a scenic spot, Charleston is the city for you.

First Liberty Bank • 405-608-4500 • http://myfirstliberty.com/ 

 







 

Fun Earth Day Activities You Can Do With Your Kids
A few ideas for teaching your child important lessons on Earth Day

Earth Day is a great opportunity to make your child aware of their impact on the environment. To help encourage awareness, there are many fun and educational activities that you can share with kids of all ages. Here are a few suggestions to help teach your child the lessons of Earth
Day.

Make a pine cone bird feeder

This rather simple activity, found at EnchantedLearning.com, requires only a few materials: a large pine cone, vegetable shortening or lard, oats or corn meal, bird seed and string. The string is tied around the
pine cone, which is then covered with a mixture composed of 1/2 cup of shortening and 2 1/2 cups of oats. Once thoroughly covered, the pine cone is rolled in bird seed and hung from a tree branch. This formula
can be repeated with multiple pine cones, drawing the attention of numerous birds nearby. Use this activity to teach your child about different kinds of birds and how they are important to the ecosystem.

Send e-cards to raise awareness among friends

Scholastic.com offers a number of e-cards that your child can send to friends and family to remind them of environmental issues. E-cards are the digital version of greeting cards that are sent via email. The e-cards
cover four different themes—global climate change, endangered animals, pollution and methods for helping—that are each broken down into four facts. The e-cards can then be sent to a friend’s email address,
thus forgoing the need to print out a paper card. E-cards are available at http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/explorations/kerc/ecards.htm.

Donating food and reducing food waste

According to EPA.gov, the theme for Earth Day 2016 is food recovery, which includes reducing food waste and reallocating it from landfills through composting. To help your child understand the importance of not
being wasteful, gather up nonperishable food items for donation to a nearby food bank. Teach your child about the alternatives to wasting food, including donation, feeding to animals and composting, as discussed
in the EPA’s Food Recovery Hierarchy.

By showing your child the positive effects of saving food and not being wasteful, they will be less likely to leave food on their plates after meals and more likely to find good uses for what they do not eat.

Playing games with an earth-friendly message

It can prove difficult to pry even young kids away from their electronic devices, but you can use this to your advantage in trying to impart an import message on Earth Day. Websites such as PrimaryGames.com
offer numerous holiday-themed games suitable for children of all ages, including several games that encourage recycling, saving energy and other environmentally-conscious behaviors. Since playing games on a
tablet is often a solitary practice, be sure to sit with your child and guide their learning throughout, pointing out good behaviors and answering questions where necessary.

There are many things that you and your child can do on Earth Day. You can go for a walk in the park, pick up trash in your neighborhood or plant a new tree in the backyard. Whatever you choose to do, do not pass on the opportunity to teach your child important lessons about
the earth and how to keep it green.
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