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Welcome 2016
A Message from the President & CEO

Welcome to 2016!

It always shocks me how fast time flies. I’m amazed that I’m wishing you all a happy 2016 and that
First Liberty Bank is in its 10 th year of operation. It seems like the day before yesterday when First
Liberty Bank was only an idea in my head and thanks to our great founders, Board, staff, and clients,
we have been able to grow and prosper as a community bank in Oklahoma. 

For me, the start of a New Year is a time of both reflection of the past as well as hope and excitement
for the future. I am a goal setter and I love to read self- help books. One of my favorite books is called
“A Traveler’s Gift” by Andy Andrews. In it, a man who is down and out has a terrible car accident and
after he awakes, he is magically transported to meet 7 different people during  critical turning points in
history. With each introduction, he learned a lesson designed to help him succeed. 

One of my favorite parts had the man meeting and speaking with Harry S. Truman, who made famous
the quote, “The Buck Stops Here”. President Truman describes the difficult decisions he had had to
make and how he understood that his current circumstances were a product of those decisions. He
urged the man to take responsibility for his past and to never again blame his parents, spouse, boss,
education or lack of one, or his genetics. 

By focusing on experiences in the past which were out of our control, we miss seeing the future
successes which lie ahead. Starting today let your thoughts be constructive, not destructive – your
mind will then live in the solutions of the future. The Buck Stops with You!

If you are looking for a good read to help you start off the year right, you might give “The Traveler’s
Gift” a try. 







 

As always, please don't hesitate to contact me at 405.608.1903 or jroot@myfirstliberty.com if there is
anything I can do for you.

 

Best regards,

Joey P. Root

President & CEO

First Liberty Bank • 405-608-4500 • http://myfirstliberty.com/ 

 











 

Five Money Conversations to Have With Your
Spouse
Financial topics that need to be covered thoroughly

The general consensus among couples is that money causes more arguments in the household than
any other topic. In fact, studies show that couples who disagree about money at least once a week are
30 percent more likely to break up or divorce.

Moreover, according to Jackie Black, Ph.D., BCC, author of “Couples and Money: Cracking the Code
to Ending the #1 Conflict in Marriage,” the way you handle the mercurial topic of money represents
how you will handle all other issues throughout your relationship. Set up a solid framework by having
conversations on the following five topics related to finances.

Earning: Discuss who will earn the money in the relationship, or if wages are earned via a
“job” or a “career” (a critical distinction). Along with this, talk about how any potential children
will be cared for if you are both working.

1.

Spending/saving: These two
go hand in hand. What are
your priorities? Are you
saving money for private
school? Do you have the
mutual desire to travel the
world? Do you want a nest
egg to cover the possibility
of home or health
emergencies? It is important
to be on the same page, do
remember compromise is a
vital aspect of the talk.
Furthermore, do either of
you prefer that you clear it
with one another before
spending a predetermined
amount of money? This
decision could be critical in
avoiding fights.

2.

Accounting: Assign one of you to keep track of the bank accounts — someone needs to
constantly be aware of how much is coming in and going out — and to create the budget. Talk
together about how to divide financial roles and responsibilities.

3.

Investing: This is not just a simple answer of whether or not you want to put money in the
market. It is an entire discussion about your risk willingness and your views on modes of
investment, just to start.

4.

Building wealth: This topic could conceivably be an extension of the conversation from No. 4.
“You’ll want to talk about how to make your money grow,” said family expert and former Editor
at Parents magazine Cheryl Lock. “How much will you need, collectively, to retire comfortably
or put kids through college, and what will your mindset be in terms of how you’ll spend your
wealth?”

5.

Dr. Black says that almost every single family decision somehow revolves around money, and
therefore falls under one of these topics. That said, plan on having talks like these once a month or
so. Not every conversation needs to be long and detailed, but it is important to stay abreast of any
shifts in one another’s values.







Financial discussions aren’t always fun, but they’re an important part of life.   
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Q & A with Dorian Newman

At First Liberty, we are always looking for ways to serve our community, including getting to know you
better. We want to be the kind of bank that knows your name. We also want you to get to know us a
little better too. We will be featuring one of our employees every month and asking them a few
questions. Hopefully we will all learn a little about each other.

Dorian Newman joined First Liberty Bank as a Teller in October 2015. Dorian graciously agreed to
answer a few questions so we could all get to know her a little better.

Where did you work before First Liberty Bank? 

Before joining FLB I worked at Oklahoma Natural Gas as a Customer Service Rep. I took calls from
all over the state all day long. 

Tell us a little bit about what you do here. 

At FLB I’m a Full Time Teller, which I take deposits, loan payments lobby and drive thru, Lock Box,
answer phones when needed, customer services, little bit of everything. 

What is your favorite part of working here? 

I have so many favorite parts about being part of FLB Family. If I had to choose one it would be being
around wonderful, friendly co-workers. Everyone here has made me feel so welcome. I can truly say I
couldn’t ask for a better place to work for. I’m not a morning person but I never thought I would be
saying “I enjoy waking up in the morning and looking forward to coming to work!”







If you could pick anyone to have lunch with (real or fictional, dead or alive), who would it be
and why? 

Well I’m a big soccer fan; I grew up watching/playing soccer. I looked up to Mia Hamm she was my
idol. I remember watching the 1999 Women’s World Cup and I wanted to be just like her. To this day I
would love to sit down and have lunch and just ask her what it felt to be part of that team with so many
great players.  

What are some of your favorite things to do outside of work? 

I have an amazing Fiancé, two wonderful kids, and two outgoing labs so outside work we try to do
family time. Our Family Time consists of Main Event, Top Golf or just hanging out at home with our
dogs. 

What’s your favorite vacation spot? 

My favorite vacation spot Roatan Honduras. 

What might people be surprised to know about you?

I wear heels all the time, so people are usually surprise to find out I’m not 5’0 but 4’9. No I don’t use a
booster chair when I drive. I love being short. 
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Keeping on Top of Business Debt
Profit by keeping track of your business debt

No matter how successful your business is, income and expenses do not always line up exactly how
you would wish. This means that keeping track of debt is a necessary factor for all business owners.

One of the best ways to keep on top of business debt repayment is to use automation, or rather, to
use automation in a specific way. Automating monthly bill payments to lower debt can help you ensure
that debt isn’t left to grow, and it can also help you avoid missing a payment and accruing penalties or
fees. These are all good things for people looking to lower debt, but automation can cause problems if
you let it lull you into turning a blind eye on your loans and other debt. So make sure that you set up
automatic payments for your debt, but also make sure that you set alerts on your calendar to check in
on a regular schedule.

“If your business has debt, it
belongs on your quick check
sheet,” states Darren Dahl,
contributing editor to Inc. “The point
is to know what your ratio should
be and whether you want to
establish a budget to begin paring
down your debt level.”

There are many benefits to
regularly checking in on your loans.
For example, your credit score may
have improved, which can have a
big impact on how you handle your
debt. If you have been making
timely payments for a while, it is
likely that your credit score has
improved steadily, and this means
you could consider consolidating
debt with a new loan that has a
more favorable interest rate.

“Your credit score could also help you qualify for a better deal on your current loans through
refinancing at a lower rate,” states Ami Kassar, contributor to Entrepreneur. “This would immediately
lead to lower monthly payments. So, it makes sense to review every couple of years, because two
years of consistent, on-time payments can lead to a noticeably better credit score.”

Another reason to keep on top of loan repayments is that your repayment strategy will likely change
as your business’s other finances change over time. If you have managed to stay on top of your cash
flow and save cash for a rainy day, you may want to use some of it to pay down your loans faster, in
order to decrease the total interest you pay.

Just as your current financial situation can impact your debt strategy, your current debt situation can
affect your business plans. If you know exactly where you stand in regards to debt, you will know your
ability to take out further loans to expand your business. This means you won't miss out on an
opportunity if you have the ability to borrow, and likewise, you will not take on a project that would be
better saved for later.

The best way to make sure that you are on the correct track with these things is to schedule a debt
review at least twice a year with your financial advisor or financial institution. During this review you
can adjust your strategy as needed and as new options become available.







“New businesses typically don’t have many assets. After a few years, though, your business may have
accumulated valuable assets, like inventory or equipment,” states Kassar. “You could use these as
collateral for an asset-backed loan, which would allow you to qualify for larger loans and possibly a
better interest rate. If your credit and financial situations have improved, you may also now be able to
access a line of credit, which will give you much more flexibility to manage your financing.”

Keeping track of your business debt is not difficult, and the benefits are obvious. So make sure to set
time in your schedule to go over your debt on a regular basis, and you will be well on your way to
reaping these rewards.

First Liberty Bank • 405-608-4500 • http://myfirstliberty.com/ 

 



 

Great Start for the New Year
FLB Promotions

Staff promotions are a great way to start off 2016! 

Congratulations to Lavonda Crutcher and Mike Freeman.  Lavonda was promoted to Assistant Vice
President, Lockbox Coordinator and Mike was promoted to Vice President, Operations Supervisor.

Other promotions included:

Mary Johnston to Assistant Vice President.

Michael Levine to Vice President.

Kathy Bentley to Director of Marketing.

Congratulations and thank you for your hard work!

 

WELCOME!











Help us welcome our newest employee, Barb Wright.  Barb has joined us as a Loan Portfolio
Manager.

Did you know we are on Twitter?

Follow us on Twitter @myfirstliberty. Please feel free to tweet us any comments, questions or
suggestions.  We want to hear from you!

FLB Baby Shower















We had a baby shower for Amanda and Brent. We are excited and happy for them. We can't wait to
meet the new addition to their family.
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Visa Chip Debit Cards
Reminder

You should be receiving your new Visa Chip Debit card this month.  Don't hesitate to contact us if you
have any questions at 405.608.4500. 
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Eat Like a Viking and Lose Weight
The Nordic Diet

It's the New Year when everyone's thoughts turn to resolutions: like losing weight.  Prevention.com
writes about the Nordic Diet, one of the latest diets that has captured everyone's fancy and this diet
appears to be backed by some science and plain common sense - it stresses local, organic,
sustainable food.

Much like the Mediterranean Diet, the Nordic Diet is a combination of healthy fats, lean proteins and
complex carbs unique to helping shed unwanted pounds. The biggest difference is using
canola/rapeseed oil instead of extra virgin olive oil.

And it works great in winter with classic dishes like hearty chowders and roasted game, perfect in
cold weather.

Want to try eating like a Swede? Here are some simple, tasty Scandinavian recipes from
Prevention  to help you try this diet out.
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When Is the Best Time to Buy a New Vehicle?
The right timing can help you save big

Buying a new vehicle is probably the second biggest purchase you’ll make in your lifetime, so doing
your homework makes sense for many reasons, not the least of which is it could help you save
thousands. And while there are many things to consider, when you buy is commonly overlooked —
but it could make all the difference in getting a great deal.

Steve Harrison, executive director of the USAA Auto Circle, lists three things to help tip the scales in
your favor, including:

Shopping early in the
week - Dealerships usually
do the majority of their
business during the
weekend, so coming in on a
Monday or Tuesday could
net you not only individual
attention, but the
salesperson also may be
more prone to make a deal
due to low sales volume.

1.

Shopping at the end of
the month (or quarter) - Most dealership personnel are judged on their sales performances, so a sale during a slow month or quarter could mean the difference between them keeping their job or not. There are also times where the dealership as a whole can get extra money from the manufacturer if they hit certain sales goals, so they may even be willing to lose money on a specific sale to hit those goals.
Most dealership personnel
are judged on their sales
performances, so a sale
during a slow month or
quarter could mean the
difference between them
keeping their job or not.
There are also times where the dealership as a whole can get extra money from the
manufacturer if they hit certain sales goals, so they may even be willing to lose money on a
specific sale to hit those goals.

2.

Making your offer later in the day - Everyone looks forward to the end of the day, especially
someone who works long hours. If a salesperson hasn’t made a sale all day, he or she may be
willing to push a quick sale through to help build some momentum and turn the day around
before heading home.

3.

“Some ‘experts’ will tell you that you can get a better deal on your vehicle in the dead of winter when
sales are slow. The truth is that you can get a great deal any month of the year if you know what you
are doing,” said Michael Royce, a former car salesman and consumer advocate.

You also want to use online tools, like Edmunds.com, that provide independent research before you
decide on your vehicle. And as usual, stop by to see what financing options we can help with so you
can shop with the peace of mind that you can afford what you’re purchasing.
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Common Items You Didn’t Know You Could Recycle
Reduce your carbon footprint in 2016 by recycling more than ever
before

As the New Year begins, you may find among your list of resolutions the pledge to create less waste
and recycle more. According to the EPA, American consumers created 250 million tons of waste in
2010 alone; astonishingly, more than one-third of that waste was material that could have been
recycled or composted. The following five items are commonly considered trash destined for landfills,
but they are absolutely recyclable.

Cell phones

At the rate that technology is
moving, Americans are swapping
out their cellphones for newer and
smarter models at a quicker
turnaround than ever. If you have
old Nokias and flip-phones from
years past lying around, you can
put them to good use by donating
them to any number of
organizations. For example, Cell
Phones for Soldiers provides
active-duty military members and
veterans with a cost-free means of
communication. The organization
has provided 216 million minutes
and recycled nearly 12 million cell
phones since 2004. Verizon
Wireless’ HopeLine program
collects phones and equipment for
recycling and uses the money raised from selling refurbished phones to contribute to victims of
domestic violence.

Used oil

If you change the oil in your lawnmower or motorcycle with regularity, or if you own a deep fryer that
requires new cooking oil every so often, then you know well that you have to go out of your way to
dispose of it properly. The American Petroleum Institute suggests visiting http://Earth911.org to see if
there are any motor oil or cooking oil recycling facilities in your area. Two gallons of used oil alone is
said to provide electricity enough to power an average household for nearly 24 hours. The website
can also provide information on facilities that specialize in recycling batteries and electronics.

Sneakers

There is a lot that can be done with even the smelliest pair of old sneakers. For example, Nike
operates a Reuse-A-Shoe program that repurposes old shoes for the creation of Nike Grind, a material
which is used in the creation of tracks and gym floors. Another recycling program, One World
Running, collects shoes that are still serviceable and provides them to runners in third-world countries.
Old shoes can also find new purpose through donations to The Salvation Army, Goodwill or your
nearest homeless shelter.

Brita water filters

Brita’s product line ensures the cleanest drinking water imaginable, and the company has taken steps







to see that the filters used in its pitchers and faucets are not contributing to landfills. Brita’s
partnership with Preserve allows for the former’s filters to be used in the creation of the latter’s razors,
toothbrushes and cutting boards. Once a filter is exhausted, simply give it three days to dry out, wrap
it in a plastic grocery bag and drop it off at the nearest Gimme 5 location to your home. In 2014,
Gimme 5 collected a total of 254 pounds of #5 plastic, or the equivalent of 1.3 million used Brita filters.

Bras

It is not terribly uncommon to donate bras to Goodwill with other clothing items, but the Bosom
Buddies Bra Recycling program offers an alternative means to putting old bras to good use. The Bra
Recyclers is a textile recycling company that focuses specifically on repurposing bras by either
donating them to women in need around the world or harvesting them for their materials. This serves
the purpose of both reducing energy usage and providing affordable clothing to those less fortunate.

To make 2016 a greener year, be sure to research what you can and cannot recycle before you take
out the garbage. You might just be surprised to see all the things that have greater utility than simply
going to a landfill.
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Visit Santa Fe, New Mexico
Plan a luxurious vacation to Santa Fe with this guide

Santa Fe is the capital of the great state of New Mexico, but also acts as a cultural hub of old west
charm with a modern twist. Take a look at these travel tips to plan the perfect trip for your family.

What to do

Part of the charm of New Mexico is
the delightful mix of new and old.
When visiting, it is highly
recommended that you take a tour
of historic sites around the city.
Great Southwest Adventures is one
of the most experienced groups in
the area and routinely offers tours
to historical sites like the Bandelier
National Monument, where there is
evidence of ancient human
dwellings among flora and fauna,
and Chaco Canyon, which is home
to one of the highest
concentrations of pueblo homes.
You can learn more about these
outdoor excursions at
http://www.swadventures.com/.

Within the city, consider a trip to the Palace of Governors. It is a Registered National Historic
Landmark and an official American Treasure, and is one of the nation’s oldest continuously occupied
public buildings, according to TOURISM Santa Fe. For a complete list of historic sites, visit
http://santafe.org/Visiting_Santa_Fe/Things_to_Do/Historic_Sites/index.html.

Where to stay

Travelers looking to pamper themselves should consider the Inn on the Alameda for a stay in a
comfortable hotel that exudes southwestern charm. With a robust breakfast buffet in the morning and
wine and cheese reception in the afternoon, travelers will feel right at home. Pets under 100 pounds
are also welcome in the spacious rooms. Guests wanting more space can consider a deluxe room or
a Santa Fe Suite that resembles a private residence. Learn more about the Inn on the Alameda at
https://www.innonthealameda.com/.

Another option for accommodation in Santa Fe is the Rosewood Inn of the Anasazi. With only 58
guest rooms, the staff is able to pay close personal attention to each and every visitor. Each room is
furnished with local art, and there are luxurious suites available in addition to traditional rooms. Guests
looking to combine good food with their stay will be happy to know that this hotel offers its own
Anasazi Restaurant, as well as a bar and vibrant patio. For more information, visit
http://www.rosewoodhotels.com/en/inn-of-the-anasazi-santa-fe.

Where to eat

While staying in Santa Fe, don’t settle for fare from a chain restaurant. With great local food choices, it
is easy to savor the flavor of New Mexico. A visit to Blue Corn Café and Brewery will allow visitors to
sample some local microbrews. Great pub fare with a southwestern flair is also served alongside the
craft beers. If farm to table is what you prefer, take a look at the cleverly named Dr. Field Goods
Kitchen. This restaurant is all about great local food prepared in exciting ways, such as the New







Mexican burger, featuring green chile rubbed and smoked pulled pork, apple slaw and sharp cheddar
cheese. For the more refined palate, the Rio Chama restaurant serves amazing prime rib, fondue and
seafood prepared with a southwestern sensibility in a luxurious atmosphere. Check out their menus at
http://riochamasteakhouse.com/menus/.

Santa Fe is a charming slice of the southwest that provides a great escape from everyday life. With all
this city has to offer, there is something for every member of the family.
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