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Wishing You A Joyous Holiday Season
A Message From The President & CEO

Finding Your Christmas Spirit

Christmas can be an exciting and joyful time of year for many people. It can also be a difficult one. But
it’s not too late to get into the holiday spirit. 

If you are having a hard time relinquishing your inner Scrooge this year, here are a few ideas that
might help you find your Christmas Spirit: 

 

Get together with family or friends and
watch a classic Christmas movie. My
favorite is “It’s a Wonderful Life”, an oldie
but a goody. I love this movie because of
its great message, one that I try to impart
to my kids throughout the year – Quit
worrying about the things you don’t have
and be thankful for the things you do have.
 
Bake a batch of Christmas cookies. I love
sugar cookies decorated with frosting and
holiday sprinkles. They smell wonderful
while baking and are sure to help out the
Christmas fun. And while you are baking,
play some Christmas music in the
background.
 
Be generous and give. The true spirit of
Christmas is the spirit of giving. Oklahoma has been greatly impacted by the downturn in oil
prices and this will certainly effect charitable giving in our area. Let’s remember those less
fortunate who are struggling and dig a little deeper this year for our local charities. 
 
You can also show your generosity of spirit which has nothing to do with your pocketbook:

 

Give compassion today to someone who is hurting.

Give the gift of time to someone who needs companionship.

Give encouragement to someone who is frustrated or discouraged.

Give a place at your table and share a meal.

 

And smile - at everyone. Not only will you feel happy, it actually decreases stress. And smiling is
contagious. Something as simple as smiling at a stranger could brighten an otherwise difficult day.

 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and Happiness throughout the New Year.

As always, please do not hesitate to contact me at (405)608-1903 or jroot@myfirstliberty.com if there







is every anything I can do for you.

Best,

 

Joey P. Root

President & CEO
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Tips From Popular Money-Saving Experts
Easy ways to save money each day

We all want to save money. While it’s a struggle for many, there are lots of simple ways to sock a few
— or more — extra bucks away each month. Take a cue from some of these money-saving experts to
find out a few easy ways you can cut back on expenses and start saving for whatever it is life throws
your way.

Cook your own meals - If you find
yourself going out to eat a lot, it
might be a good time to evaluate
your cooking skills.

“Cooking for yourself can be fast
and easy, as well as surprisingly
cheap,” explains Maura Judkis,
writer, editor and Web producer in
Washington, D.C. “Try online recipe
finders for meals that use what you
already have in your fridge. Make
enough for a few days, and then
use the leftovers in sandwiches for
work the rest of the week. Eating at
your desk could save you more
than $100 a month.”

Be specific about your goals -
When you’re particular about
where you want to be financially, it
will be easier to actually reach those goals. For instance, determine where you’d like to be financially
when it comes to having money set aside for putting your kids through college, your vacation fund or
the account for emergencies.

“Your needs will take precedence over your wants, with short-term needs being the top priority,” says
Kiplinger contributing editor Cameron Huddleston. “Then you can set goals to meet those needs —
and fulfill your wants.”

Use coupons — on everything - “You already know to look for coupons when shopping for
groceries, clothes, toys and home goods, but what about all those other items in your budget? A quick
Internet search could help you save big bucks on everything from medicine to dental care to car
repairs and pet care,” says Andrea Woroch, a nationally recognized consumer and money-saving
expert, writer and TV personality. “Consider this example: I was picking up a prescription at CVS when
I decided to search Google for any possible deals. Voila! I found a voucher that will end up saving me
$480 on a 12-month supply!”

Get rid of cable - Did you know that cable bills will soon be averaging $123 a month, or $1,476 a
year, according to a study by NPD Group?

“With services like Hulu, Netflix and Amazon Prime, you can now watch your favorite TV shows and
movies for a fraction of the cost of cable TV,” says Brittney Castro, CNBC contributor and founder and
CEO of Financially Wise Women. By cutting out cable and switching to a more inexpensive service,
you can have that money to put toward other financial goals.

Utilize your own skills before hiring a professional - You might be more handy than you think.







“When it comes to home repairs, don’t be afraid to try to fix things yourself. Even if you aren’t the
handy type, small jobs like fixing running toilets and patching drywall will cost you over a hundred
dollars to hire a professional,” says Jefferson, site founder of See Debt Run. “You owe it to yourself
and your wallet to try to find a step-by-step guide online, and at least give it a good try to do the work
yourself.”

Remember that a little bit goes a long way - Putting aside money in crafty ways will help you save
a little bit each month — and even a little bit can add up quickly.

“When you’re able to eliminate a major expense, put half the savings into your new account,” notes
Mary Rowland, writer for WomensDay.com. “When you finish paying for your car, for instance, save
one half of the car payment each month. Or suppose you save $75 a week on child-care expenses
when your kids start school. Put $37.50 per week into a savings account. That will build up really
quickly!”

Regardless of how you do it, start saving more and see how quickly your savings account starts
growing. Find out how we can help you save money today.

First Liberty Bank • 405-608-4500 • http://myfirstliberty.com/ 

 



 

Q & A 
Quentin Deen

Quentin Deen joined First Liberty Bank in 2015 and is a Credit Analyst in the Lending Department.
Quentin graciously agreed to answer a few questions so we could get to know him better.

Where did you work before FLB?

I have done a number of things before coming here, but most recently I was employed with a
competing financial institution in Lawton, OK as a Credit Analyst. 
 

Tell us a little bit about what you do here.

I am part of a credit analyst team where I review customer financials to help determine their ability to
repay current and/or proposed loans.  
 

What is your favorite part of working here?

My favorite part of working here is the warm and inviting atmosphere.

 

If you could pick anyone to have lunch with (real or fictional, dead or alive) who would it be
and why?

Easy.  I would have to say Jesus Christ, because He has all of the answers. 

 







What are some of your favorite things to do outside of work? 
 

My favorite things to do outside of work are being with my brilliant and beautiful daughter, going to
church, and lifting weights. Also, I'm excited to be expecting a new addition to the family, a son, in
March of next year.

 

What’s your favorite vacation spot?
 

What’s a vacation spot?

 

What might people be surprised to know about you? 

 

I am not a sports fan.
 

 

First Liberty Bank • 405-608-4500 • http://myfirstliberty.com/ 

 



 

5 Things to Consider Before Starting Your Own
Business
Questions to ask yourself before you decide

Have you made it a goal to start your own small business? It’s an admirable endeavor, and often a
smart move, especially as corporate America is increasingly downsizing and outsourcing. Starting
your own business is a practical alternative to job searching, as long as you do your homework on the
logistics and strongly consider the following points.

Money: Do you have enough? Be
honest with yourself. You will need
enough money to buy (or even
rent) equipment, purchase
inventory, obtain insurance and
develop marketing. Furthermore,
can you afford to hire employees,
either full or part time? Can your
business stay afloat if you don’t
meet sales projections right away?

“It’s more common than not for new
businesses to fail in the first year
or two and to not operate in the
black until the third year or even
later,” says Arnie Fertig, MPA, in
U.S. News & World Report. “One of
the most prevalent causes of failure
is undercapitalization from the
onset.”

Drive: Can you do it all? In order to succeed, you will need to have the true motivation to do so, and
that also includes the humility — and ability — to take on tasks you are not used to. Perhaps at your
last corporate job, you had an established set of responsibilities. With a new startup, that will not be
so. You will be acting as reception, maintenance, marketing and more. Do you have time for that? Do
you have the skills to complete these tasks effectively? These are all questions to contemplate before
starting your business.

Work environment: Will you miss the conversations had daily by the watercooler? Oftentimes in a new
small business, you are the only employee. While it’s great that you are accountable only for yourself,
it can also be a double-edged sword — and feel a bit isolating.

“When you are at home, it’s easy to be distracted by this or that task that ‘just has to get done,’ and
despite your best intentions, it can be hard to carve out the hours necessary to get your business off
the ground,” Fertig explains.

Passion: Although you are obviously passionate about the subject of your business, you must also be
passionate about selling those goods or services. People often turn hobbies into businesses, but they
are quick to learn that a business is about a lot more than having fun. Are you willing to spend more
time helping others do what you love to do than actually doing it yourself?

Distinction: “Are you prepared with a solid answer to this question: Why would anyone besides your
friends, family and existing contacts want or need to do business with you?” Fertig offers.

You need to be able to differentiate your business from others that offer similar goods and services.
Usually this happens through marketing, so plan to work with an expert to position your business as







Usually this happens through marketing, so plan to work with an expert to position your business as
better-quality or more economical than the competition.

If you can assuredly answer all of these questions and still feel excited about the prospect of your
business, then you should feel confident moving forward in the process of starting your company.
With any luck, you will find both financial success and personal fulfillment.
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Happy Holidays!
What's Happening at First Liberty Bank

 

Every year, several First Liberty Bank employees and friends support an event called Cavett Kids Got
Talent. This year Cavett Kids raised over $207,000.00 which will go towards helping children with
cancer and other terminal illnesses attend camp during the summer months.  To find out more about
this wonderful program visit Cavett Kids Foundation.

 

Please welcome the newest members of our First Liberty family.  Michelle McCarley (left) is a Loan
Administrative Assistant in the Lending Department. Sarah Larson (right) is a Personal Banker in
Treasury Management and is located in the lobby.  We are so happy you both are here.

 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated to our 2015 Bedlam for Babies drive! We appreciate your















Thank you to everyone who donated to our 2015 Bedlam for Babies drive! We appreciate your
generosity and support! We are over flowing with coats, blankets and diapers to deliver to Infant Crisis
Services .

 

THANKSGIVING LUNCH AT FLB!
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Visa Debit Cards with Chip Card Technology
Coming January 2016! 
Tiny Chip, Big Protection

Protecting your money has always been important
to us at First Liberty Bank and we are excited to
offer Visa Debit Cards with chip card technology
starting in January 2016.  We put together a list of
questions you may have in order to help you
understand the changes being offered with chip
card technology.

How do I know if my card has the chip card
technology?

1.

The card will have a small metallic gold or silver
square embedded on it.

How is the security improved from using a
card with chip card technology over my
traditional card with the magnetic strip?

2.

The magnetic strip stores sensitive information along with unchanging data.  Fraudsters who gain
access to your card can duplicate the card and begin making purchases by using your account
information.  Chip cards contain a secure computer chip that validates the authenticity of the card and
includes a one-time use security code in every transaction.  This prevents a thief from making any
additional purchases with stolen card data.    

How is the process different when making a payment at a retailer/merchant?   3.

For retailers and merchants who have the chip enabled terminals, you will simply insert your card into
the designated slot and wait for the transaction to be processed.  This process takes just a few
seconds – after the transaction has been approved it will prompt you to remove your card.  If the
merchant does not have a chip enabled terminal, you will swipe the card as usual.  Both process types
require your signature.     

Why is First Liberty Bank offering cards with chip card technology?  4.

In the wake of recent data breaches and the increasing rates of fraud occurring all around us, First
Liberty Bank is investing in new technology aimed at making your accounts safe from criminal hacking
and data theft. 

Will I be able to use this card for online payments, telephone payments and ATM withdrawals?5.

Yes.

Will my PIN number change?6.

No, the PIN on your chip-enabled card is the same PIN as on your previous card.

What if I want to change the PIN on my First Liberty Bank Visa Debit Card, am I able to do
that?

7.

Yes, we recently updated our ATM to allow customers to choose their own PIN number.  This will
need to be completed at the bank’s ATM (located in our drive-thru).  Important note: if you forget your
PIN you will be required to order a new card and PIN.     







If I use my card for automatic payments or bills do I need to update any of the information with
those payments?

8.

Yes, the expiration date and CVV code will change so you will need to update your card information
for each of your automatic payments tied to your card.

Do I need to activate the card before using?9.

Yes, as with any First Liberty Bank Visa Debit Cards, it must be activated before using. You can
activate your new card by making a withdrawal at any ATM machine or you can call the bank directly
and ask us to activate it for you.

What do I do if I have additional questions?10.

Feel free to call First Liberty Bank at 405.608.4500 if you should have any additional questions, as we
are always more than happy to assist you.
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Holiday Fun With The Kids

Parents.com has posted 12 kid friendly Christmas cookie recipes. Your children or grandchildren will
be excited when you help them make any of these cookies for the holidays. These recipes are all
incredibly easy with a lot of the baking steps removed. Some are for eating and some are for
decorating the tree. Enjoy!
http://www.parents.com/recipes/holidays/christmas/12-kid-friendly-christmas-cookies/#page=1
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Healthy New Year’s Resolutions You Should
Actually Stick To
Make 2016 a year unlike any other with these resolutions

It is a common practice for individuals to set resolutions for the New Year. Typically, health-related
goals are chief among these aspirations. Typically, they involve going to the gym more, eating better
or quitting some degree of bad habit. It can be quite easy to fall off the wagon with resolutions once
the shimmer of the New Year has worn off, but 2016 can be the year where you finally stick to your
pledges and improve your quality of life. To help, here are resolutions for 2016 that you should strive to
achieve.

Cut down on cigarettes

If you are a smoker, then you
probably know the difficulty in
trying to quit for good. It is not an
easy task to try and quit cold
turkey, so perhaps the best
approach is to slowly wean yourself
from the need to smoke. One
method is quantifying how much
you smoke. If you are a pack-a-day
smoker, then you are smoking
around 20 cigarettes a day and
spending anywhere between $6
and $10 on your habit. Making a
conscious effort to cut that number
will not only help you better see the
financial advantages of quitting for
good, but it could also help your
body adjust to a point where
quitting becomes a possibility.







Increase your exercise at home

If you work 40 hours a week (or more), then trying to carve out an hour or more every day to go to the
gym can become a chore. However, you can save yourself a lot of climbing over mental hurdles by
performing simple and effective bodyweight exercises in your own home. Spending between 15 – 30
minutes doing burpees, crunches, push-ups or resistance band routines will not only have you feeling
fitter, but it will also help you create a rhythm should you decide to spring for a gym membership down
the line.

Planning and portioning your meals

One of the reasons that fad diets tend not to work is because they are temporary solutions to a
long-term problem. In order to lose weight, you should understand that you have to change your
lifestyle as opposed to adopting a diet for a handful of weeks or even months. One of the best ways to
change your lifestyle is to create good habits, and there are no better habits than preparing your own
meals and portioning out your food correctly, according to Health.com. By preparing food at home, you
can determine your caloric intake down to the gram, and you will manage to save yourself a ton of
money in the process. Rather than spring for lunch out at the office, consider spending a few hours on
the weekend preparing your meals for the week to come; this habit will better attune you to your
dietary needs and it will teach you the dedication necessary to stick to dietary changes for the
long-term.

Be mindful of your fluids

You can easily lose some excess weight by simply giving up carbonated colas, especially if you drink
one or more cans of soda a day. If you demand something flavorful, there are countless flavored
water products that should satiate your sweet tooth without the exorbitant sugar. Alternatively, green
tea is a great means to get antioxidants into your system, and black coffee – both caffeinated and
non-caffeinated – keeps you alert during the day without the added risk of tooth decay. The greatest
alternative to soda, however, is water. WebMD recommends consuming roughly eight 8-ounce
glasses of water every day (although much of this water comes from the food you eat). Being mindful
of your water intake and keeping track of it promotes better hydration and more energy.

The saying goes that it takes three weeks to form a new habit or break an old one. If you want to look
better, feel better and be better, try one or all of these easy resolutions in 2016.
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5 Indoor Activities for Kids on a Cold Winter Day
Keep children entertained when it’s cold outside with these fun
indoor activities

For many across the U.S., winter weather means snow, ice and whistling wind. As the weather gets
colder, it is likely your children will want to stay inside most of the time. When children are stuck
indoors, however, cabin fever can set in quickly. To keep your children from being bored or glued to
the television on a cold winter’s day, consider these five indoor activities you can do as a family.

Bake cookies

Most kids love cookies, especially
when they have helped bake them.
Including children in this fun activity
is easy. Keep your child away from
the hot oven by asking him or her
to mix the cookie dough together. If
there are multiple children lending
a helping hand, give each one an
ingredient to add. An added benefit
is that the hot oven will make the
kitchen toasty, creating a great
atmosphere for snow day fun.

Play board games

Pull out the family’s favorite board
games and have a fun family
bonding experience. According to
Parenting.com, educational board
games, such as Uno and Connect Four, are a great way to bring the family together and help children
learn regardless of their age. Letting the children pick from a pile of educational games makes it easy
to show how fun learning can be.

Finger paint masterpieces

Finger painting is fun for children of all ages. After all, what child doesn’t like to get a bit messy?
PopSugar suggests adding a few puffy stickers to the child’s paper before he or she starts to paint.
This helps boost the child’s fine-motor skills, especially when the paint has dried and it is time to take
the puffy stickers off. Tailor the stickers to reflect the season, too, using snowflakes and snowmen.

Build a fort

Blanket forts give children the opportunity to use their imaginations. Use sheets and pillows to build a
castle your child must defend from a dragon or build a spaceship to take to Mars. A fort encourages
children to use logic when building, while also allowing them to flex their creative side, making it a
great indoor activity for a cold day.

Make your own play dough

Making homemade play dough is surprisingly easy. It requires only a few household ingredients and
takes 10 minutes to make. Here’s an easy recipe from Living Well Mom to follow:

Ingredients:

1 cup of flour







1 cup of water

2 teaspoons cream of tartar

1/3 cup salt

1 tablespoon vegetable oil

Food coloring

Directions:

Combine the flour, cream of tartar and salt into a 2-quart saucepan. Then, add the water and
vegetable oil. Place this on your stove and turn your stove’s burner on medium/low and stir. Add the
food coloring of your choice as soon as the mixture begins to solidify. Keep stirring until the dough
starts gathering together around the spoon. Then, set the finished product on waxed paper or a plate
to cool. Once it is thoroughly cooled, the dough is ready to play with.

If it is cold outside, don’t worry about sending the kids outdoors to play. Instead, keep them
entertained with these great indoor activities. Share an experience that is fun and educational with
any of these terrific ways to spend a cold day.

First Liberty Bank • 405-608-4500 • http://myfirstliberty.com/ 




