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Q&A with Leah Loraditch

At First Liberty, we are always looking for
ways to serve our community, including
getting to know you better. We want to be the
kind of bank that knows your name. We also
want you to get to know us a little better too.
We will be featuring one of our employees
every month and asking them a few questions.
Hopefully we will all learn a little about each
other.

Leah Loraditch is the newest member of our
Treasury Management department. She
joined the team as a Personal Banker after
starting out her career at First Liberty Bank as
the Commercial Lending receptionist. She
also writes the newsletter!

Where did you work before FLB?   
Before I worked here, I worked at a sports bar
called Urban Johnnie. It was owned the
Haynes family who also own the chain of
Johnnie’s Charcoal Broilers.

Tell us a little bit about what you do here. 
My title is Personal Banker but that’s just a fancy way of saying customer service! I open new
accounts, help people with their online banking and just generally try to make people’s banking
experience more pleasant. I also create some of our marketing content such as Facebook posts,
tweets, and of course, the newsletter! I also write our bank blog, which you should definitely check out!

What is your favorite part of working here? 
Val's chocolate chip cookies and free bagels on Friday. And of course all the customers. They're
great :)

If you could pick anyone to have lunch with (real or fictional, dead or alive)  who would it be
and why?    
That is a very difficult question to which I will give a few answers, because I write the newsletter, so I
make the rules. 1.) Julia Child. She is my all time favorite person that I have never met. 2.) Brian
Fallon of The Gaslight Anthem, because that is my favorite band, and I think we would get along
really well. 3.) J.R.R. Tolkien because I’m a nerd.

What are some of your favorite things to do outside of work?  
I read a LOT. I just moved into a house with a backyard and a garage and I can’t wait to grow
vegetables and build myself a dining room table. I like naps.

What’s your favorite vacation spot? 
My favorite place I’ve ever been is Yellowstone (although my high school trip to Italy and Greece was
pretty rad too), but I am looking forward to traveling all around the world and finding some new
favorite spots.

What might people be surprised to know about you?
I have a tattoo of a strawberry frosted donut on my arm.
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Happy Mother's Day
A Message from Joey Root

In 1914, Woodrow Wilson signed a proclamation creating Mother's Day, the second Sunday in May,
as a National Holiday. It is a day to honor one's own mother, as well as motherhood, maternal bonds
and the influence of mothers in society. For those trivia buffs out there, Mother's Day was created
after a campaign by Anna Jarvis, a woman in Grafton, West Virginia, who held a memorial in honor of
her beloved mother. Grafton is now the home of the International Mother's Day Shrine.

Mothers are special, and I have missed mine terribly since her passing on July 3, 2011. She was
fiercely loyal to our family and she loved us unconditionally, as only mothers can.

My mother had beautiful handwriting. She was constantly addressing wedding invitations for friends
and family and making posters for all of the school events in our hometown of Liberty, Texas. She
often talked of her own mother, Blanche Riviere Hartel, and though I never met her, she lived for me in
Mom's stories and the smile in her eyes when she spoke of her.

I want to leave you with a poem which was special to my mom. She often wrote it out  and framed it
as a gift to friends. You can see how beautiful her handwriting truly was. Hope you enjoy. And don't
wait for next Mother's Day to tell your mom how much you love her!

As always, if there is anything I can do for you; please don’t hesitate to contact me at 405.608.1903 or
jroot@myfirstliberty.com.

Kind regards,

Joey Root, President & CEO
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Teaching Checking Account Basics to Youngsters
When to start and what your child needs to know

The sooner children are taught the ins and outs of managing money, the more likely they are to use
these financial skills throughout the course of their lifetime, and ultimately, have a savvy hand in
saving. By teaching them at a young age about checking accounts, your kids are gaining knowledge
on how to develop smart spending habits and good credit in the future.

 

“It's actually easy to teach
kids about money,” says
Jayne A. Pearl, author of 
Kids and Money: Giving
Them the Savvy to Succeed
Financially.

 

“Turn your day-to-day
activities into learning
experiences,” she suggests.
For example, if you’re
headed to the bank, take
your kids along for the trip.
You can easily teach them
the basics of using the ATM
machine, explaining how
your checking account offers
easy access to your money,
making it easy to take out or
put money in, while also
making sure your money is
safe and secure.

 































As your child gets older, keep getting creative with ways to teach them spending and saving money
concepts. At some point, they might start receiving an allowance, which is a great time to help set
them up with their own savings account. 

 

“As soon as your child is receiving an allowance, he'll need a place to put his money," says Pearl.
Make sure that the account you open for your child doesn’t have any fees or minimum balance
requirements. Nowadays, many banks offer children's accounts that accommodate for this. Once you
do that, encourage your child to make deposits on a weekly or monthly basis, and make sure to
explain interest.

 

As your child grows, with a little encouragement and motivation from you, they will also grow their
savings account. 

 

“They get used to saving money,” says Pierre Habis, a retail branch banking executive at Union Bank.
“The next milestone is having access to a checking account. It's about setting habits, and then
continuing to grow.”

 

Heading into their teen years would be a great time to allow them to have their own checking account. 

 

“Checking accounts help teens monitor and record their money and spending,” says Tanya Breeling, a
vice president at Young Americans Center for Financial Education in Denver. “It's one form of a
spending plan because you have to track your money to the penny. It's a safe environment with
someone teaching.”

 

Usually, the parent is the co-owner with full access to the account, similar to a joint account. That
way, you’re in control while still being able to teach your kids the basics with their own money. 

 

“Training should come from the parent and the child,” says Breeling. "The bank provides the materials,
and parents reinforce them at home."

When it comes to debit cards, make sure your child knows how easy it is to deplete their checking
account with a few swipes. When they do start using their debit card, quiz your teen on why it was
used, where it was used, how much was spent and make sure they fully understand where the money
is coming from. It’s important they understand the card is connected to the checking account, and is
used the same way physical cash can be used. 

 

“You can wean them into that product (debit cards),” says Breeling. 

 

In addition, many banks offer online education tools to help teens learn more about checking accounts
— for example, Facebook’s My Money app, which allows the account holder to track their finances via
Facebook. It also helps when the parent keeps a close watch on the account, monitoring the child’s
weekly or monthly activity. Typically, the parent will have access to their children's accounts, such as
their transaction history. 

 

"You do want to give kids a little leeway," says Breeling. “In the teen years, you need to be more of a
mentor than a parent. Give them room to fail.”

 

By starting young, and continuing the savings through checking account stages in their teen years,
your child is likely to gain the necessary financial skills needed for their life. If you’re interested in
setting up your child with a checking account, contact us or stop by today. 
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EMV Credit Cards
Facts about the new trend in credit cards

If you’ve been looking into getting a new credit card lately, you may have heard the term EMV credit
card and wondered what it meant. This new trend has been gaining popularity in the United States
over the past few years, but it is already firmly established internationally. The following information
can help you understand the basics of EMV credit cards and how they can benefit you.

 

EMV stands for Europay, MasterCard and Visa. They are sometimes known as chip-cards because a
small metal square - the chip - is visible on the outside of the card.  Although it is fairly new to the
U.S., it is considered the global standard in security for credit cards around the world. The term refers
both to the computer chip equipped credit cards and the technology that works with the cards to
authenticate them. This advanced technology gives chip card transactions a higher level of security
than traditional cards.

 

EMV cards have become
more popular in the U.S.
because of the highly public
and damaging security
breaches that have occurred
in recent years. With
hackers gaining access to
tremendous credit card
databases from businesses
thought to be very secure,
financial institutions and
businesses knew that a
change was necessary.
Now, people using EMV
chip cards have an added
layer of security both in the
U.S. and when traveling
abroad.

 

Traditional credit cards have
a magnetic strip that
contains all of its important
data. Hackers attempt to
access that data to gain the
information about both the card and the cardholder necessary to commit fraud. With this information,
purchases can be made that make the data as valuable as cash to anyone who knows how to steal it.
The information on the magnetic strip never changes, so it can be repeated many times on any
number of purchases. 

 

The reason why EMV cards are considered more secure is because the information contained on the
chip is only useful for a single payment. Each time an EMV card is used to purchase something, a
unique transaction code is created, and that code can’t be used again. 































 

In order to keep up with this change, consumers will have to obtain these cards and learn the specific
technique for using them. Businesses and financial institutions will also have to adjust by outfitting
their facilities with new technology, including processing systems. They will also have to change
policies to keep up with new liability regulations. 

 

“EMV technology will not prevent data breaches from occurring, but it will make it much harder for
criminals to successfully profit from what they steal,” states Sienna Kossman from FoxBusiness.com.

 

Fox Business spoke with several experts about this technology, including Julie Conroy, the research
director at Aite Group.

 

“Experts hope it will help significantly reduce fraud in the U.S., which has doubled in the past seven
years as criminals have shied away from countries that already have transitioned to EMV cards,
Conroy says,” according to Fox Business. 

 

The way that these cards are used is different from a magnetic strip card. It also takes longer for the
data to be transmitted and the transaction to be authenticated. 

 

"Instead of going to a register and swiping your card, you are going to do what is called 'card dipping'
instead, which means inserting your card into a terminal slot and waiting for it to process," stated
Conroy.

 

A second method of using an EMV card makes use of near field communication (NFC). Cards
equipped with NFC technology just need to be tapped against a scanner, which can read the data.
This is similar to the system that many people are familiar with using on public transportation in the
country’s major cities. 

 

"Contactless transactions are more consumer-friendly because you just have to tap," according to
Martin Ferenczi, the president of EMV provider Oberthur Technologies. ”Around the world, there is a
move to make EMV cards dual-interface, which means contact and contactless. However, in the U.S.,
most financial institutions are issuing contact cards."

 

This is due to the fact that dual scanners are expensive, so businesses are waiting until EMV cards
become more widespread. 

 

Some cards are known as chip-and-PIN because they require a pin number to be entered, just like
with a traditional debit card. There are also chip-and-signature cards, which will likely be more popular
than the PIN variety in the coming years.  

 

This new trend is a great thing for both consumers who want to keep their money safe and businesses
that want to protect their customers and their reputation. 
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Beautiful May

We have two new employees that you
may not have had the pleasure of
meeting yet. Hoyt Henson joined us as
the VP Senior Credit Officer and Cathy
Westmoreland joined us as the VP of
Treasury Management. Welcome!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also have a promotion to
announce. If you have a loan
with us, you have probably
worked with Tyler Huston. We
are happy to announce that
Tyler has been promoted to
Credit Analyst. Tell him
congrats the next time you see

him!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to our Liberty Bash celebrating the completion of our new building
addition on June 19th from 11am-2pm! It's going to be a blast and we can't wait to see you!

 

 

 

 

 































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the graduating class of 2015! We are so excited to see what you are
going to accomplish! If you are looking for the perfect gift for the graduate in your life, stop by
and pick up a Visa gift card!

 

 

 

 

Cari has been flooding our office with her gorgeous flowers! If you have visited our website
recently you will have seen pictures of them. Speaking of the website, we encourage you to
submit photos to be featured on our website! Scroll down to the bottom of the homepage
until you see the "Submit a Photo" button and follow the directions that pop up!
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Memorial Day Recipes

Memorial Day is coming up, which means a three day weekend for some of us (if not, a weekend is a
weekend!) and it is a great time for a BBQ or a picnic. 

 

This may be a great time to try your hand at
homemade fried chicken! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for a healthier alternative to
the same old pasta or potato salad?
Try this Nutty Brown Rice Salad.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More of a hamburger kind of guy or gal? Try this Tex Mex Burger with Cajun Mayo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(All recipes provided by allrecipes.com)































If you have a great recipe that you would like to submit for our June Newsletter, please email it to Leah
Loraditch at lloraditch@myfirstliberty.com
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Take a Relaxing Luxury Vacation to Newport
Stunning Rhode Island beaches, culinary innovations and
luxurious accommodations await

Wondering where your next escape should be? If you’re looking for a place that houses tranquil
beaches to relax on, luxury resorts to lay your head and relax, and five-star culinary restaurants with
delights that tantalize your taste buds, then Newport, Rhode Island is your destination.

 

Where to stay 

 

Book your stay at one of the
city’s renowned
accommodations — and
there are plenty of them.
There’s the Castle Hill Inn,
which offers the warmth and
quiet luxury of 19th century
seacoast life. With luxurious
accommodations, from the
Agassiz mansion to the
Harbor House Rooms or the
Chalet, you’ll truly get a feel
for the charming Victorian
seacoast. The Inn also
offers one of the best views
on land in all of Newport.

 

There’s also Vanderbilt
Grace, a luxurious hotel
comprised of 33 rooms and
top luxury suites. Fine
dining, a heated indoor pool,
a fully-equipped fitness
center and a spa with a
sauna and steam showers — it’s everything a dream vacation should be, all right in your hotel. Or try
Forty One North, which sits on an urban waterfront, and boasts floor-to-ceiling windows, urban rooms,
over-sized patios and more. In addition, other accommodation types in Newport include bed and
breakfasts, property rentals and timeshares. 

 

What to do

 

During the day, of course, what better way to relax than on one of Newport’s many beaches? There’s
Newport’s most popular beach, Easton’s Beach, known as “First Beach,” which is on Memorial
Boulevard and starts at the Newport Cliff Walk. Sachuest Beach, known as “Second Beach,” isn’t far
from Easton and offers a bit of a more peaceful ambiance. Because the waves are a bit better, this is
the surfers preferred beach. 































the surfers preferred beach. 

 

Known simply as “Third Beach,” this beach is where to go if you’re craving true quiet recreation. With
its quiet waves and soft breezes, it’s the perfect spot to come unwind. Gooseberry Beach, located
along Ocean Drive, is just a short ways from Bellevue Avenue and Newport mansions, and offers an
on-beach café. The private beaches called Hazard’s Beach and Bailey’s Beach.

You could spend the days laying in the sand or swimming in the water, but there’s the option to step
up your beach experience as well, like taking a beach trail ride by the Newport Equestrian Academy.
It’s perfect for private tours and romantic rides — even marriage proposals or birthday surprises. Or,
spend the day on the water with America's Cup Charters, Adirondack II or 12 Meter Charters, which
offers some of the best sailing experiences in Newport. Not one to sail? You can take in the sites from
your very own private helicopter instead. With Bird’s Eye View Helicopters, you can see everything
Newport has to offer from above.

 

Where to eat 
 

The restaurants in Newport are known for their historic charm and gorgeous waterfront views, not to
mention their gourmet food and drinks. For a true culinary experience, head to 22 Bowen’s Wine Bar
and Grille, known for its delicious fine-cut steak and seafood and raw bar. And with open-air dining on
the deck, you’ll get to take in the beautiful panoramic views of Newport Harbor.

 

Another upscale dining experience can be had at Mooring Seafood Kitchen & Bar, which is situated
right on the water. As you relax on the mahogany deck enjoying a perfectly-cooked piece of steak or
fish, take in the fantastic views of the Narragansett Bay. Actually, the views can be seen whether you
dine indoors or out! 

 

Want to dine inside an oceanfront mansion? Book your dinner reservation for the Spiced Pear at the
Chanler at Cliff Walk. There, enjoy a menu that combines beloved classic New England dishes with a
touch of French influence. The restaurant also boasts enticing views of the Atlantic Ocean. 

 

If you would just like to sample some wine or beer, Newport is home to some fantastic wineries and
breweries. There’s Newport Distilling Co. and Newport Storm Brewery in Newport. Just outside of
Newport is Carolyn Sakonnet Vineyards in Little Compton, Greenvale Vineyards in Portsmouth as well
as Newport Vineyards and Winery in Middletown. All breweries and wineries are generous with their
tastings and make for a fun-filled afternoon.

 

To learn more about planning a relaxing, fun-filled and memorable vacation in Newport, check out
www.discovernewport.org. 
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Green Ways to Stay Cool in the Summer
Relief from the heat can come in many forms

Operating an air conditioner is an $11 billion a year venture for Americans. What’s more, those a/c
units release about 100 million tons of carbon monoxide into the air annually — two tons for each
home using one, according to WebMD. You can, however, reduce your own carbon footprint while
staying cooler this summer, and save some money on electricity costs while you’re at it. 

 

Reducing body heat

 

“The lowest-tech ways to keep cool this summer start with your own body,” said Camille Peri in a
WebMD feature provided in collaboration with Healthy Child Healthy World.

 

Wear clothes made from natural fabrics such as cotton, hemp and linen, which breathe better than
synthetic fibers and naturally
wic k away moisture. Dine
on ‘cool,’ light meals like
salads and sandwiches
instead of protein-rich meals
that warm up the body, not
to mention the oven or the
stove, working against your
goal. Use cool water to
decrease your body
temperature by soaking your
feet in a tub of cold water,
wearing a wet bandana or
taking a cool shower. A
spray bottle of cold water to
spritz yourself throughout
the day is a good idea, as
well. 

 

Furthermore, remember that
warm air rises; therefore,
the basement or ground
floor is the coolest story of
your home or building. Plan
to spend most of your time there, or embark on trips to air-conditioned public places like the mall or
the library. 

 

In-home techniques

 

If you ever plan to start caring about your home’s décor, now would be the time. Use window
coverings to your advantage by keeping your dark-colored curtains or shades pulled throughout the































coverings to your advantage by keeping your dark-colored curtains or shades pulled throughout the
heat of the day, as that can block up to 80 percent of solar heat. Appliances inside the home such as
the aforementioned stove add to the internal heat and energy consumption of your household, so
utilize microwaves or toaster-ovens, which use up to two-thirds less energy. 

 

Also, consider changing your light bulbs to energy-efficient compact fluorescent light bulbs or halogen
infrareds. Lastly, use fans inside the home, especially when it starts to cool down in the evening.
Portable fans placed in front of an open window can bring that cool air inside, and a ceiling fan will
help circulate it. Even if you have an air conditioner, turn on your ceiling fans to help make the room
feel cooler. 

 

Outside the home

 

“Shading from the inside with curtains and blinds is a good first step, but shading from the outside
can be even better,” Peri said.

 

One of the least expensive ways to do so is to install awnings. The Department of Energy estimates
that awnings can reduce solar heat gain in the home by as much as 77 percent. Woven mesh solar,
solar control windows, and reflective window film are some additional, yet more costly options. 

 

Maintaining your air conditioner

 

If you do opt to use an a/c unit, keep the filter clean so airflow is not limited and the appliance lasts
longer. Filters should be cleaned or replaced every month or so, depending on usage. Similarly, make
sure the air conditioner gets a tune-up from a professional every few years to make sure it’s still
running efficiently. Install a programmable thermostat to turn on right before you come home, and set
it a bit higher than normal for when you’re home. A few degrees make a big difference, in terms of
energy, but your body won’t notice the difference. Finally, a shaded air conditioner uses up to 10
percent less energy to operate, so don’t place your central a/c in direct sunlight. 

 

Going into a cool room on a hot day is among the most enjoyable feelings you can experience. Follow
these helpful suggestions and make this summer your best yet.
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Garage Sale Do’s and Don’ts
Consider these tips when hosting your next tag sale

It’s garage sale season! How does getting paid to have people take the items you don’t want any
more off your property sound?

 

Garage sales are a great way to get rid of things you don’t use any more — from your old children’s
toys to the multiple sets of dishes boxed in the garage collecting dust. Maybe you’re moving and need
to downsize. Or maybe you’re just fed up with the clutter in your home. Whatever the reason, if you
can make a few bucks while getting rid of unwanted possessions, it seems like a no-brainer.

 

But before you simply drag all your items onto your front lawn, know that there are a few strategies to
holding a successful yard sale. Consider these do’s and don’ts:

 

DO

Be realistic with prices - As a general rule of thumb, garage sale prices should be between 25 and 30 percent of the item’s original price, and even less if your true motive is to get rid of things. However, it’s also important to note that most people will bargain you down even more (all the fun of a tag sale!), even if you do start at a low price, so be sure to keep that in mind when pricing. 
As a general rule of thumb,
garage sale prices should be
between 25 and 30 percent
of the item’s original price,
and even less if your true
motive is to get rid of things.
However, it’s also important
to note that most people will
bargain you down even
more (all the fun of a tag
sale!), even if you do start at
a low price, so be sure to
keep that in mind when
pricing. 

Present special offers - If
you’re trying to get rid of one
specific genre of items that
you have multiple of (think
books, clothing, stuffed
animals, etc.), proclaim that
if someone buys, say, $10
worth of items, they get a
book of their choice for free.
Or, price those kinds of
items with some kind of deal attached to it (i.e.: Books are 25 cents each or five for a dollar, or if you
buy one stuffed animal, get one free, etc.).

Advertise your sale - Spread the word by placing an ad in your local paper in the garage sale
section. Typically, this section is also posted online. You can list when your garage sale is happening,
your address, and the types of items you’ll be selling. Also, try hanging signs around your
neighborhood, especially at busy intersections. It doesn’t have to be anything fancy: a piece of paper































neighborhood, especially at busy intersections. It doesn’t have to be anything fancy: a piece of paper
written with black ink, announcing the garage sale, with your address and a large arrow that people
can see from their cars. 

Label as many items as you can - Depending on how many items you have for sale, it may be
difficult to mark every single item. But price tags let people know exactly what something costs without
having to ask you — and if you’re busy helping another customer and someone is waiting to ask you
about price, they may decide they don’t want the item and you’ll lose the sale. Tip: Label items that
you want to get rid of most with “Make an offer.” This will intrigue your customers, even if they weren’t
necessarily interested in the item in the first place. 

Organize your items -  Make sure your objects are arranged in an organized manner. Invest in a few
fold-out tables and arrange items in ways you see fit. Have a lot of golf items? Make a golf table. A
wealth of electronics? Keep them together. Also, think about what types of things people might be
searching for. For example, is Father’s Day fast approaching and are you selling gifts a Dad might
like? Create a “Father’s Day” table with those items. The same items people might not have thought of
as gifts are suddenly very desirable to those who forgot about Father’s Day. 

 

DON’T

Keep money out in the open - Some garage sale hosts may think that a shoebox or even a cashbox
is a good spot for their cash, but if you walk away from it, someone could easily access it. Instead,
invest in a fanny pack to wear during the day and keep your earnings in it. 

Follow your customers around - While you may be vastly interested in what kinds of items they’re
browsing and picking up, chances are the customer is going to find you more off-putting than helpful.
They might even think you’re suspecting them of stealing, and could get offended and leave. Instead,
let them know that you’re there if they have any questions, but then keep to yourself. 

Let haggling get to you - More often than not, garage sale goers are going to bargain you down —
that’s just part of the fun! Don’t let it get to you. If it’s an item of sentimental value that you simply can’t
bear to sell for even less than your original offer, simply explain that in a calm manner. The customer
is sure to understand.  

Do it alone - Some of the most successful yard sales are when multiple families join in at once.
Before the sale, see if you can get neighbors or friends on board to sell some of their own knick
knacks. Not only are you bound to sell more items, but there’s someone to talk to when lulls occur
(which typically happen around lunch time or towards the end of the sale). 

Choose just any day - It may sound obvious, but the best times to host a garage sale are weekends
from May through September. Also, try to avoid holiday weekends, as most people are on vacation or
doing something other than garage sale trolling. If you’re able to hold a two-day sale, that’s great, but
if you can just do one, Saturdays usually attract more visitors. 

 

A garage sale is a great way to declutter and make some quick cash at the same time so get out there
and get it done.
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