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       New Year, New Goals!     
Message from Joey Root, President & CEO

Happy New Year! We wish you many happy days in 2015.
 

This is the time of year when people make New Year’s resolutions, many about how to improve their health.  Top
resolutions each year are about losing weight or working out.  I would like to suggest making financial resolutions
as well. Whether it’s saving for an emergency fund, a vacation or a big event like buying a house or planning a
wedding, having good savings habits is an essential part of any “healthy” routine.

As a father and banker, I am a proponent of children saving and honing their money management skills. Kids can
learn such skills by earning an allowance and experiencing what it is like to have, spend and save their own
money. One way to encourage children to save is the “Now, Soon, and Later” method. Encourage your child to set
aside part of their allowance for things they want “now”, like pizza, things they will want “soon” like a new game or
a bike, and things they will want “later”, like a car or a college education.
 

We have developed a program we present to elementary school children called “Save-ology 101”. The program is
interactive and geared toward children, so hopefully they learn something and have some fun along the way.   If
you know a school that might be interested in First Liberty Bank offering this presentation to their 3rd and 4th
graders, please let me know. I give the presentation personally and enjoy it as much as the kids do.
 
As always, if there is anything I can do for you; please don’t hesitate to contact me at 405.608.1903 or
jroot@myfirstliberty.com.
 
Best regards,                              



























Joey P. Root, President & CEO
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Remove These Eight Things from Your Wallet Immediately
Just because your purse or wallet is lost or stolen doesn’t mean your identity
has to be

Unfortunately, we live in a world where identity theft is rampant. It is all too easy for thieves and hackers to take a
small amount of vital information, and, after some phishing, turn it into a lot of hurt for the victim. However, there
are ways for you to make it harder on those identity thieves who earn their living by swiping unsuspecting
consumers’ wallets or handbags. By simply ensuring that you remove eight critical items from your wallet, you will
be able to breathe just a little bit easier if it is lost or stolen.

Social Security card - That little
nine-digit number is all a criminal
needs to open up a world of hurt on
your credit score. Therefore, remove
that identification card as soon as
possible, and then look for anything
else in your wallet that has your SSN
on it. This may include insurance or
Medicare cards and driver’s licenses
issued before December of 2005. In
lieu of a retiree carrying around his























or her Medicare card, photocopy
both sides and black out the SSN.
You can then supplement your
Social Security card in the event it is
needed, like for pre-scheduled
appointments, for example. 

For those with older photo IDs, you
can request a new card prior to the
expiration date for just a small fee. It
might be inconvenient, but consider
the alternative.

Passport - Carrying any
government-issued photo ID is a risk
for identity theft. With a passport,
thieves could travel in your name, open bank accounts or even obtain a new copy of your Social Security
card. Simply travel with your driver’s license or personal ID when traveling domestically. When visiting
overseas, Emily Inverso of Kiplinger Personal Finance suggests photocopying your passport and leaving the
original in a hotel safe or lockbox.

Checkbook - Inverso says, “Blank checks are an obvious risk — an easy way for thieves to quickly
withdraw money from your checking account.” However, did you know that even lost checks that have
already been filled out are a hazard? Anything with your routing and account numbers are ammunition for
criminals. Furthermore, only carry paper checks with you when you know you will need them, and only bring
the exact amount you anticipate needing at that time.

Receipts - Similarly, resourceful identity thieves can easily scrounge up credit, debit and account
information from the few numbers still allowed to be printed on retail receipts by law. All it takes is the last
four or five digits and some merchant information to phish for the remaining data, and most delinquents will
not shy away from putting in the extra effort. To avoid this happening to you, do keep all your receipts in
one spot, in case of lost or stolen packages, but clear out the stash each time you return home, and then
shred the ones you do not need to keep.

PIN/password cheat sheets - Personal identification numbers are just as helpful to thieves or hackers who
want to steal your identity. With just that information, these criminals can easily dig up complete account
information.

Additionally, the average American uses at least seven different passwords, according to Inverso,
which should each ideally be a unique combination of letters, numbers and symbols. With that in
mind, it’s only human that we need a reference sheet for this information, right?

That may be true, but just be sure not to bring your password and PIN list with you in your wallet.
Keep the cheat sheets in a lockbox at home, or invest in an encrypted mobile app such as SplashID
or Password Safe Pro.

Multiple debit or credit cards - The logic behind this recommendation is quite simple. The fewer cards in
your wallet, the fewer you will have to call and cancel if and when it gets lost or stolen. Inverso recommends
carrying a single card regularly in case of emergency and maybe one more when you plan to do heavy
spending — filling up on gas, buying groceries or checking items off your holiday gift list.

Also, maintain a list with the phone numbers to call for cancelation in the event of theft or loss and
keep it in a safe place. The numbers are conveniently listed for you on the back of the credit/debit
cards, but that doesn’t help you when your card is gone.

Birth certificate - This document in and of itself will not tell a thief too much, but when used in conjunction
with other types of (potentially stolen) identification, they often have the same capabilities of a Social
Security card or passport.

Spare keys - With access to your home address, which can likely be found on multiple items inside your
bag, and a key, criminals can steal a lot more than just your identity. Don’t put your property and family at
risk, and don’t spend hundreds of dollars to change your locks. Instead, keep spare house keys with a
trusted friend or neighbor. 

The same goes with spare car keys. First, an extra car key will do you no good if you are one of the many people
who tend to forget their wallets inside their locked cars. Second, most key fobs these days have the alarm function
built in so anyone who stumbles upon a random car key can identify the car to which it belongs, enter and drive
away. Be wary of valet parking as well, as the information and property one can find in your car is a whole new
story. 

 

After reading this, and then promptly removing any of the above eight items from your wallet or purse, take a
moment to photocopy both sides of everything left inside and put the copies in a safe place. As Inverso avowed,
“The last thing you want to be wondering as you're reporting a stolen wallet is, ‘What exactly did I have in there?’”
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Q&A with Amanda Dunning

At First Liberty, we are always looking for ways to serve
our community better, including getting to know you better.
We want to be the kind of bank that knows your name. We
also want you to get to know us a little better too! We will
be featuring one of our employees every month and
asking them a few questions. Hopefully we will all learn a
little about each other!

Amanda Dunning has been working at First Liberty Bank
since 2009. She works in Treasury Management  and
graciously agreed to do a Q&A so you could learn a little
more about her.

Where did you work before FLB?
I may be young but I have a lot of work experience.  I
began to work when I was 14 and held down two jobs at a
time from 16 on for several years.  My career in banking
began in 2005 when I was still living in Michigan as a
Financial Services Representative for a local financial
institution there.  I have been at FLB for 5 years now!

Tell us a little bit about what you do here.
This is a hard one to explain since we are small so most
of us wear many hats!  I am in the Treasury Management
Department.  I have a lead role in my department, and I
do everything from customer service, new accounts, sales,
set up of cash management services, social media and
even some marketing.  My main focus is on relationship
management especially for our business customers.
 
What is your favorite part of working here?
The employees and our customers! At First Liberty, we are

a tight knit group, almost like family.  You can feel the difference when you step into our building!  I love that I can
reach out and help my customers to the best of my ability and without so many boundaries such as the ones you
would run into when working for a big corporation.  I’ve also had the opportunity to learn and grow substantially
while working here which is something I am also extremely thankful for.

If you could pick anyone in the world to have lunch with, who would it be and why?
There are too many to choose just one but this time I’ll say Ellen! She is inspiring, and hilarious.
 
What are some of your favorite things to do outside of work?
I love spending time with my family and friends, entertaining, watching the Thunder play, baking, cooking and of
course my two cats.

What’s your favorite vacation spot?
I haven’t traveled enough yet to say! Comparing where I have been so far I would say it is between New York City
and Key West!

What might people be surprised to know about you?
I was a figure skater growing up (in Michigan) and even coached it for a few years after high school.  It is
surprising to most Oklahomans since ice sports aren’t popular here!  Football wasn’t the dominant sport in my
family like it is in most here, Hockey was! 
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Building a Good Relationship With Your Financial Institution
Tips for small business owners who want a better financial relationship

If you’re a small business owner, it’s important that you not see banking as a chore, but instead, as an opportunity
to network and build a mutually beneficial relationship. The way that you approach your relationship with your
financial institution can impact many aspects of your business, so it’s important to put an effort into making the
relationship strong.  

 

If you want to have a good relationship with your financial institution, the first thing you need to consider is what
type of financial institution you work with. When it comes to small business banking, the benefits of using a small,
community-based financial institution are clear. Small, local financial institutions have a long record of giving out
loans to small businesses at a higher rate than the national banking giants.  

 

“Even given today's banking climate, it's
easier to get a startup loan from community
[financial institutions], according to the
Independent Community Bankers of
America,” states Entrepreneur.com. “They
can be a little more flexible, don't have a
bureaucracy to deal with, and are more apt
to make character loans.”

 

There are many reasons why small
financial institutions may be more flexible
and likely to give out small business loans.
First, community-based financial institutions
know the businesses in the area and can
more easily evaluate the business’s worth
to the community and potential for success.
At a national chain, however, the people
who make the big decisions may not be the
people you meet with at your branch, and
they have to rely primarily upon hard
numbers instead of local knowledge.

 

If you already do your personal banking at
a community-based financial institution and
have a relationship with the people who
work there, then you are in luck when seeking to start a business banking relationship. 

 

“If you don't have that kind of relationship at your [financial institution], start to get to know your bankers now,”
states Entrepreneur.com. “Visit chamber of commerce meetings; go to networking events; take part in community
functions that local bankers or other movers and shakers are a part of. A banker with a personal interest in you is
more likely to look favorably on your loan application.” 

 

Using the same financial institution for a variety of services is another great way to build a beneficial relationship. If
you have already demonstrated a good record of paying back personal loans and directly depositing a steady
paycheck at your financial institution, then there is a clear history of trust already established when you seek to start
accounts for your business or take out new loans. 

 

“In essence, because a [financial institution] is already familiar with your financial situation, it takes less time to
gather your information and vet the accuracy of what you report,” states Casey Bond, contributor to the Huffington
Post. “This is not only beneficial when it comes to things like combining statements or transferring money, but also
when applying for loans when the approval process can be lengthy and complicated if the lending institution doesn't
‘know’ you from a previous business relationship.”



















 

When you build a strong relationship with your community financial institution by establishing a history of
trustworthiness and commitment, you will be building a strong foundation for your small business.
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What's Happening

We are looking forward to another great year in 2015. Here are some updates for January.

As we mentioned in our last newsletter, we are still raising money
for OK Kids Korral, a cost free home for children battling cancer.
For a donation of two dollars, you will receive two wristbands, one
adult and one youth sized. We will match your contribution and
send all the money to OK Kids Korral, a project of the Toby Keith
Foundation.  Next time you come into the bank, pick up a set of
wristbands for you and your little one.

 

 

 

 We are so lucky to have such great customers who love
to #banklocal! Thanks for coming in, Phil! Pictured is Phil
Milner, President of Commercial Carpet Contractors,
and Amanda Dunning.

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month we welcomed a new employee Kyra Boyer as a loan portfolio manager. Kyra makes amazing
cupcakes and we are very excited that she is part of our team!

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be featuring local charities on our website blog. If you or someone you know works with a local charitable
organization that benefits our community, we want to hear from you! Contact Leah Loraditch at (405) 608-4500.

 

Due to the recent report of a data breach at Chick Fil A, if you have made a purchase there, please
monitor your account and report any fraud to us immediately.
 

 

   

 

 

 We are happy to say the construction on our new addition is complete, but ask that you bear with us as we
complete some minor remodeling.
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Crock Pot Sweet Potato Quinoa Turkey Chili

The holiday season has come to a close, and we’d all be lying if
we didn’t admit, it comes with a little relief. If you’ve been cooking
and baking up a storm for the last month and a half, now is the
time to relax and meditate on the year ahead. When you are done
grazing on leftover Christmas cookies and pie, mix up this
Crockpot Sweet Potato and Quinoa Turkey Chili and leave it to
cook while you are at work. It’s full of lean protein from the quinoa
and turkey. The complex carbohydrates from the sweet potatoes
will keep you going on your New Year’s resolution and a little heat
will keep you warm. Make sure you top it with some fresh avocado,
and a big dollop of sour cream. It’s so easy (and it’s even better
re-heated!).

Find the full recipe at Iowagirleats
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Vehicles That Help Hold Their Value
These vehicles provide major bang for your buck

If you’re like most people, buying a new vehicle is among the biggest purchases you’ll ever make. But unlike a
house or other investments, your vehicle almost immediately depreciates. 

 

Last year, the average new car was predicted to retain about 38.2 percent of its original value after five years,
meaning that a $50,000 model will only be worth nearly $19,100 at trade-in time. Pick a comparable model that’s
estimated to hold five percent more of its value than average and you’ll realize an extra $2,650.

 

Hyundai Accent
Forbes reported that the valuation experts at ALG ranked the Accent as the subcompact with the highest residual
value. Already ranked by US News ahead of competition including the Dodge Dart, Volkswagen Jetta, MINI Cooper,
Toyota Corolla, MAZDA2, Nissan Sentra and Mitsubishi Mirage, the Accent feels like a car far bigger than its
dimensions suggest. In fact, the EPA classified it as a compact as opposed to subcompact thanks to its abundance
of interior volume. 

 

Starting at an MSRP of $14,745, the Accent is available in both four- and five-door body styles and fuel estimates
rated up to 38 mpg highway. 

 

"There are plenty of capable small cars vying for your monthly payment, so we recommend test-driving the
competition before deciding. But if you're looking for a subcompact that acts like something more, make sure the
2014 Hyundai Accent is on your radar," according to AutoTrader. 

 
Toyota Tundra
Although sales of the Tundra tend to come
up short from the competition, including the
run of the mill models from Ford, Ram and
Chevrolet, the Tundra actually bests them
when it comes to resale value. A 63.7
percent residual value at 36 months and
52.3 percent at 60 months is best in the
segment. 

 

With a standard V8 engine, the Tundra
starts at an MSRP of $29,020, and offers a
model for nearly every buyer, from the
off-road enthusiast who would benefit most
from the Tundra TRD Pro with Bilstein
shock absorbers, tow hooks and TRD
graphics, to the super luxurious 1794
Edition with perforated leather seating and
ventilated front seats. The Tundra proves
that sometimes the road less traveled is the
smartest road to take. For those looking for
a smaller pickup, the Toyota Tacoma won
in its segments, too.

 
Acura RDX























For those who want a more luxurious ride, but don’t want to throw away their money in the process, would find it
beneficial to check out the RDX crossover that won best Premium Compact Utility vehicle from ALG. Its $35,095
asking price provides plenty of value with standard leather seating surfaces, 10-way power driver’s seat, a 273-hp
3.5-liter V6 that still gets up to 28 mpg highway, and a driving experience that’s more commonly associated with a
sedan. All-wheel drive is also available to maximize performance in all driving conditions and an available
Technology Package further adds the Acura Navigation System, Acura/ALS surround sound system, GPS linked
climate control and High-Intensity Discharge headlights. 

 

"The 2015 Acura RDX is a rare example of a smaller SUV that does almost everything right,” according to Kelley
Blue Book. “It adeptly plays in the premium segment, yet boasts a modest character, a strong-yet-efficient V6, and
a long list of standard equipment." 

 
There are plenty of other great models out there so do your research, and whatever you decide on, stop by today
to see the best type of financing we can help provide.
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Sticking to Your New Year’s Resolution
Tips for making your New Year’s Resolution last

It’s a new year, and you probably have some exciting new resolutions to make it the best year yet. If you’ve had
resolutions in previous years that didn’t last that long, don’t get discouraged. There are many simple strategies you
can use to help your resolutions last through the entire year.

 

One is the best number
 
If you’re already feeling stressed out about
keeping all your resolutions, this tip will be
music to your ears. Pick the resolution that
is the most important to you and forget
about the rest. This makes it much more
likely that you will actually keep your
resolution, so you won’t have to make the
same one next New Year’s Eve. Don’t feel
guilty about paring down your list, it is a
strategy backed by science.

 

“One of the first mistakes people make is
planning too many resolutions,” states
Whitson Gordon from LifeHacker. “The
fewer things your brain has to deal with, the
better, and you'll be able to focus all your
motivation on one resolution, increasing the
chances you'll succeed.”

 

Turn resolutions into projects
 
It’s not too late to tweak your resolutions so
that they work better for you. Resolutions
can be hard to conquer, whereas projects
with concrete goals can make the experience fun and easier to keep up with. 

 

For example, if your resolution was to get out of a rut, turn it into a project to try one new thing a month. If your
resolution was to be more social, your project can be to talk to one stranger a day. These clear projects can help
you tackle your resolutions much more easily.

 

Visualize your goals
 

When your willpower starts to falter, make sure there are things that remind you of your goals in your environment
to help you keep going. Visual cues are extremely powerful, so be sure that you are using them to their fullest
extent. 

 

“Draw on the strength of images by putting a photo of a thinner you on the fridge, or a picture of a Caribbean
beach in your wallet near your credit cards to remind yourself of the vacation that you're saving for,” states Amy
Roberts from WebMD.com.

 

Think achievable and measureable 
 























Your resolution projects must be achievable and measurable in order for you to succeed. The goal of “getting back
in shape,” for example, is not measurable, because being in shape is a subjective concept. Due to the fact that it
can’t be measured, you won’t be able to track your progress or ever determine if you have actually reached your goal.

 

Transforming this goal into something measurable such as losing one pound per week or increasing your bench
press ability to a certain number helps you stay on course to succeed. Lastly, make sure you are choosing
achievable goals, so you won’t be discouraged and give up when you can’t meet them.

 

Starting fresh with a new calendar and new goals is very exciting, so make sure that the excitement and your
commitment to your resolutions doesn’t fade away in the coming weeks by putting these tips into action.
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Your Next Adventure Awaits in Aspen
Enjoy all that Aspen has to offer

Taking a trip to Aspen? From recreational activities, to fine dining and artistic culture, there’s certainly no shortage
of fun and interesting things to do in this infamous Colorado resort area. Located in Pitkin County, Aspen sits along
the Roaring Fork River, in a remote area of the Rocky Mountains' Sawatch Range and Elk Mountains — and is the
perfect getaway, no matter if you’re with friends, family or a significant other. 

 

Here are just some of the top sites to visit during your time there:

 

Maroon Bells 
If you’re into a good scenic hike, then don’t miss your chance to set trail to one of the most beautiful areas in
Colorado. Maroon Bells’ 14,000+-foot twin peaks (Maroon Peak and North Maroon Peak) both boast breathtaking
views and are deemed the most
photographed mountains in all of North
America (so don’t forget your camera). And
with the many trails and campsites, you’ll
have the opportunity to view the peaks from
multiple different sights. For transportation
and other information on Maroon Bells, visit

http://www.aspenchamber.org/explore-aspen/trip-highlights/maroon-bells/. 

Aspen Snowmass Resort
Aspen/Snowmass is one of the most popular winter resort complexes, which contains four skiing and
snowboarding areas among four adjoining mountains: Snowmass, Aspen Mountain, Aspen Highlands and
Buttermilk. Let’s face it: Most people come to Aspen for the winter activities. And winter sports there are, especially
at Snowmass, Aspen's largest and most popular ski area. At 4,406 vertical feet and with 3,332 acres of skiing
terrain, this site boasts 94 trails and 21 chairlifts. After working up an appetite from all the activities, take a trip to
Snowmass’ charming village where a wide variety restaurants and shops abound. Learn more about Aspen
Snowmass at www.aspensnowmass.com/snowmass. 

Wheeler Opera House 
While Aspen is known greatly for skiing and snowboarding, there are other sources of fun as well. When you’re
done with the snowy activities, why not divvy up some entertainment on your trip? The premiere venue for
concerts, movies, festivals, lectures, community events, opera and more, the Wheeler Opera House has
showcased numerous performers such as The Eagles, Jerry Seinfeld, Oprah Winfrey and Sheryl Crow. The House
has been entertaining Aspen since 1889 and shows no signs of stopping any time soon. Learn more, find
upcoming shows and purchase tickets at www.wheeleroperahouse.com. 

Rich & Famous Tour
How much do you appreciate the architecture of expensive homes? Enjoy a 2 ½ hour tour and discover up to 75 of
the most luxurious homes and mansions in the world. These aren’t your average upscale homes either — they’re























the homes of various movie television, sports and music stars; super models; Fortune 500 CEOs; and members of
royalty. On the tour, you’ll also get to hear stories about these celebrities and how they reside in the luxury they do.
For rates and more information, visit http://www.fivestaradventuresinc.com/aspensrichandfam.html. 

Independence Pass
Located midway between Aspen and Twin Lakes, this scenic drive features some of the most picturesque roads
along the edge of the mountains that Aspen has to offer. You’ll be left breathless after taking in all of the amazing
views. This high mountain pass is at an elevation of 12,095 ft. on the Continental Divide in the Sawatch Range, so
it’s important to dress accordingly when visiting. You can also take in the views at Independence Pass’ hiking
spots. For more information, visit
www.coloradodot.info/projects/SH82/independence-pass/independence-pass-travel-information.html.

For more travel information, please visit the official tourism site of Aspen at www.aspenchamber.org.
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