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It's The Holiday Season!

No need to get your tinsel in a tangle! From savvy holiday shopping tips, ways to keep cyber criminals
away, or a little extra holiday cash, we're here to make your holidays merry!

Don't forget, our branches will be closed Monday, December 25 in observance of Christmas Day and
Monday, January 1 for New Year's Day! We look forward to serving you when we return, or visit our
digital branch! For more information about our holiday closures, click here. 
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Budgeting Tips for Holiday Gift-Giving
The best ways to keep your personal finances in check this season

It’s no secret that the holiday season costs people a large chunk of money, what with all the spending
on decorating, traveling, meal planning and more. One of the biggest sources of spending is
gift-giving. The following are five tips for staying in budget:

1. Make a detailed list.

Write down the names of everyone you’d like to get gifts for and what you have in mind for them.
According to Kerry Sherin, a
savings expert for Offers.com and
contributor to U.S. News & World
Report, it also helps to include an
estimated dollar amount you’d like
to spend for each person, as a
reminder not to overspend and
send your whole budget off track.

2. Pre-shop online.

“Do some research before you hit
the stores. Call around and go
online to find better deals. You
should also try to consolidate to a
few stores to cut down on
transportation costs,” said Mellody
Hobson, president of Ariel Capital
Management and personal finance
expert at Good Morning America.

3. Look for additional discounts. 

Comparison shopping for traditional sales isn’t the only way to get the best deals. Browser extensions
such as Ebates and mobile applications like RetailMeNot compile available coupon and discount
codes for you based on your location or the product for which you are looking.

You can also create your own discount by simply being aware of various stores’ price-matching
policies. Many people don’t know that stores like Target and Toys “R” Us will match Amazon’s and
other online retailers’ prices online and in store.

4. Start early. 

This tip applies to both saving and shopping. Set money aside early so that holiday expenses don’t
blindside you and your bank account.

“Want to make it almost painless? Set up an automatic deposit to a savings account or Christmas club
fund,” advised Dana Dratch of Bankrate.com.

By shopping ahead, you can make the most of sales and seasonal pricing trends, picking up certain
gifts at bargain prices.

“For people you know you’ll be buying gifts for, like parents, siblings or children, keep a running list of
things they express interest in. Then, acquire them whenever you can find a good deal or have some
extra room in your budget,” said personal finance expert Amy Fontinelle on Investopedia.com.

5. Don’t use credit cards. 

Take advantage of that saved-up money and make your purchases in cash or debit rather than on a
credit card. You will spend only what you have available and avoid interest charges.

“When you pay with cash, you have a finite amount of it in hand at any one time. A cash transaction
can feel more real, making us spend less freely,” The Motley Fool’s Selena Maranjian told USA Today.







In fact, Maranjian quoted a Dun & Bradstreet study that found that people spend 12-18 percent more
when using charge cards than when paying in cash.

The holidays are about spending time with and celebrating loved ones, not about spending your life
savings on presents for them. With a little planning and patience, you can have a happy and
memorable season without breaking the bank.
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How to Be a Good Host for Holiday Events
Create a house full of happy guests with these hosting tips

The holidays are a time for families to gather, share laughs and spend quality time together. As a host,
it’s your job to create a positive and welcoming environment for all of your guests, which can be a bit
stressful. To create a serene, stress-free environment for you and your guests, here are a few hosting
tips to help you welcome your family this holiday season.

Be prepared and ask questions

If your houseguests have younger
children or pets they are bringing
along, make sure you and your
home are prepared. Baby-proofing
outlets and drawers and putting
away breakable items will give you
and your guests some peace of
mind.

Take into consideration any special
accommodations your guests might
need. If one of the young ones has
a food allergy, consult with their
parents beforehand about things to
look for when it comes to ingredient
labels. If elderly grandparents will
be attending for the holiday
season, make sure everything they
will need is accessible on the first
floor of your home.

Create some space

There’s nothing more uncomfortable than feeling like an unwanted guest in someone else’s home. In
order to make your guests feel welcome, create a space specifically for them. Whether that’s clearing
out a section of your entryway for their coats and shoes or making up the guest bedroom, they’ll
appreciate having a space of their own without feeling like they’re encroaching on yours.

Clean, clean, clean

Of course, one of the most obvious ways to prepare for houseguests is to clean. But this doesn’t just
mean clean out the guest room. Be sure all of your bathrooms and common areas are in tip-top
shape. This includes organizing and tidying up around the house, but also consider giving your home
a deep clean. If your guests are allergic to dust or pollen, they may struggle in a home that hasn’t been
thoroughly cleaned in a while. Pull out the duster, vacuum, mop and any other cleaning supplies you
have and go to town.

Make it personal

There’s nothing more welcoming than a personalized touch. This doesn’t have to be anything drastic,
or have to take up a lot of your time. Write a small note and leave it on your guest’s dresser, create
name cards for your guests at the dining room table or pick up one of their favorite things, like a new
nail polish or their favorite razor, as a small gift. They’ll appreciate your efforts and the thought that
went into finding something just for them.

Families gather every year to celebrate the holidays and, as the host, a lot of pressure is put on you.
Instead of pulling your hair out in sheer anticipation, consider these hosting tips to get you through the
holiday season.
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How Much Should Your Business Keep in
Emergency Funds?
Determine how much of a financial hedge your business needs to
stay afloat

Life is unpredictable at best. While you can hope for the best for your business, unforeseen
circumstances like market slumps or personal injuries might get in the way. Discover just how much
your business should set aside for an emergency fund and glean some helpful tips as you head toward
your financial goals.

Aim for at least a three-month
minimum

A great starting place for an
emergency fund is three months’
worth of business expenses. That
might seem like a lot of money, but
considering how unpredictable life
is, it’s best to be prepared.
Unforeseen circumstances like
natural disasters, personal injuries
or low monthly sales are just a few
of the factors that might call for
alternative money sources.

If you haven’t started an
emergency fund yet, the first step
is to simply get started. Julia
Chang, contributor to Forbes.com’s
Personal Finance section, advises
putting aside whatever set monthly
amount you can afford. Nancy Jackson, contributor to Bankrate.com’s Savings section, recommends
starting your emergency fund with the purpose of saving $1,000, then working your way up to cover
three months’ worth of operating expenses.

Head toward a six-month ideal

Although three months of overhead is a significant first milestone for your business’s emergency fund,
experts recommend an ideal emergency fund amount that totals six months’ worth of operating
expenses. Depending on the nature of your business, you might need a minimum of six months’
overhead saved up rather than the recommended three months’ minimum.

According to Bigcommerce.com, if any of the following criteria applies to your business you should
work toward having six months’ overhead saved:

Your business is subject to more government regulation than the average business;
Your business is high-risk in nature, the demand for your product is seasonal or volatile;
You cannot secure insurance coverage for potential disasters or liabilities. 

Tips for getting started

It is best to keep your business’ emergency fund in a separate account to minimize the chances that
you’ll dig into it. Avoid putting it in a growth account like a CD or stock market fund—you want the
emergency money to be easily accessible when you need it. Bigcommerce.com recommends opening
a high-interest accessible savings account to house the emergency fund money.

Make your emergency fund part of your business plan. Write down a measurable goal for your
emergency fund (i.e. three or six months of overhead) then map out practical steps to get there. After
all, you can only measure success if you have specific attainable milestones along the way. 

Consider setting up a direct debit. With the modern convenience of autopay, there is no excuse to not
put money towards your emergency fund each month. By hooking up your emergency fund to







put money towards your emergency fund each month. By hooking up your emergency fund to
automated technology, you make it easier to consistently contribute to it. You can set it up once and
then forget about it.

By applying these insights and strategies, you will guide your business toward greater financial
stability.
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Are You Earning Rewards Through uChoose
Rewards?
Don't miss out on these great benefits! 

Click here for more information on uChoose Rewards

Did you know that uChoose Rewards offers gift cards that donate money to a local or national charity?
Through CharityChoice, you can designate funds to thousands of local and national charities!

Shop at hundreds of your favorite retailers! Here are just a few of the merchants where you can earn
points:

Expedia: Earn 2 points per $1
BuyBuy Baby: Earn 7 points per $1
Finish Line: Earn 5 points per $1

Points can be redeemed for:

Activities
Event tickets
Merchandise
Travel
Gift cards
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3 Meal Prep Tips
Meal prep tips to keep you eating healthy all week long

The dreaded question of, “What’s for dinner?” is the last thing you want to answer after a busy day of
work, chores and family activities. Yet, with planning and the following meal prep tips, it is possible to
know exactly what’s for dinner each night of the week—a home cooked, healthy meal you and your
family will appreciate.

Outline your week

Preparing for a week of breakfasts,
lunches, dinners and snacks is a
mighty task, so it’s important to do
your homework before heading to
the store. Examine your week’s
schedule and identify exactly what
meals you need to prep for,
advises EatThis.com writer Olivia
Tarantino.

Greatist.com’s Talia Koren creates
a grid to keep her meal prep
schedule organized. Column one
records meals (breakfast, snacks,
lunch and dinner) and the
weekdays she’s prepping for top
the rest of the columns. Koren fills
in her chart with ingredients that
fulfill food groups—protein,
produce and carbohydrates—rather than complete recipes because that allows her more meal
inspiration as well as the balance she craves.

If you prefer to focus on complete recipes in your meal prep, Tarantino suggests choosing ones that
incorporate the same ingredients as well as recipes you can multiply.

“If you need to make rice one night for a chicken curry dish, you can use it later in the week for fried
rice. Spinach can be used in a salad or in the filling of lasagna roll ups,” she explains. “Even if a
recipe is intended for one person or one night, just doubling or tripling it will allow you to cook it once
and eat for a week.”

Head to the store

Once you’ve completed your meal prep chart, it’s time to figure out exactly what and how much you
need to buy.

“Write your list directly below your grid, so you just need to tally up how much you need of each
ingredient,” advises Koren. “Take a screenshot before heading to the store so that all you need to do
is pull up your photos.”

While you’re at the store buying ingredients, consider purchasing some good quality food containers
to protect your meal prep efforts.

“Make sure you have quality containers! Mason jars, Tupperware, and plastic bags will all do,”
explains Tarantino. “If you’re unhappy with your plastic containers, recycle them and replace them
with stainless steel or glass containers.”

Tarantino also recommends buying in bulk, especially if you are preparing for an entire week’s worth
of meals, as a smart way of keeping your food budget in balance.

Prep away

On your designated meal prep day (it doesn’t have to be the same day you go to the grocery store),
wash and chop your fruits and veggies, storing them in separate containers. Whip up a large amount







of grains and pan roast your vegetables, advises TheFresh20.com Writer Melissa Lanz.

Tarantino suggests prepping eggs, chicken, black beans or your preferred proteins for the week as
well.

“You can keep them in the fridge to use in wraps, salads, sandwiches or Buddha bowls. If you’re
making chicken, consider buying a ready-made rotisserie chicken or roasting your own!” advises
Tarantino. “Meat proteins can be kept in the fridge from three-four days.”

With these meal prep tips, you can say goodbye to the dreaded question of what to have for dinner
every night.
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5 Jolliest Actors Who Have Played Santa Claus
A handful of actors have taken on the coveted role of Kris Kringle
over the years

Santa Claus is a difficult role to play, whether on television or in film. The legend of Santa Claus has
created big shoes for actors to fill. Plenty of actors have tackled the role over the years, but a few
stand out as the jolliest of the lot. Here are a few fan-favorite portrayals of Santa Claus in television
and film.

Edmund Gwenn

The original 1947 version of
“Miracle on 34th Street” features
Edmund Gwenn as the infamous
Kris Kringle. The film is based on
the character of Mr. Kringle as
society ostracized him for his
claims to be the real Santa Claus;
the townspeople even attempted to
lock him up for reason of insanity.
Despite the constant battle he
faced, Edmund Gwenn’s portrayal
of Kris Kringle radiated strength
and hope throughout the film. He
never lost sight of his can-do spirit
and always maintained a positive
attitude.

Tom Hanks

“The Polar Express,” released in 2004, was a film adaptation of a 1985 children’s book, written by
Chris Van Allsburg. In the animated film, two-time Academy Award winner Tom Hanks gave a voice to
the character of Santa Claus. While he only made a brief appearance toward the end of the film,
Hanks’ character of Santa Claus had a huge impact on main character—he even gave him a bell from
his sleigh. However, many people don’t realize that Tom Hanks voiced more characters throughout
the film than just Santa Claus. Hanks provided the voices for five different characters, including the
narrator and the train conductor.

Paul Frees

A classic, unforgettable Christmas film is the 1969 animated version of “Frosty the Snowman.” In the
film, Santa Claus is voiced by the talented singer-songwriter Paul Frees. Frees’ character of Santa
Claus provided reassurance and hope for the young characters, reminding them of the light in the
world, even when sad things happen to us. Santa even faced off with the villain of the film and brought
Frosty back to life by returning his hat.

Tim Allen

Tim Allen took on the role of Santa Claus in the “The Santa Clause” film series. The story began with
Scott Calvin (Tim Allen), an average, everyday dad who had to take over the job of being Santa Claus
when he injured the real Santa by knocking him off of his roof. The film series became a trilogy, with
Tim Allen returning to the North Pole each year to work with his elves to make Christmas happen for
all of the children around the world.

Stan Francis

As part of television special, Stan Francis was the voice of Santa Claus in the classic stop-motion
animated film, “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.” Santa provided Rudolph with self-confidence
throughout the film, showing Rudolph the positive attributes of his red nose, a trait he was otherwise
ashamed of. The one-hour stop-motion film has become a Christmas classic, re-airing year after year
across several different channels.







Santa Claus is a household name, making it a difficult role for any actor to take on. However, these
actors have done exceptionally well in portraying Santa’s legacy on the big screen.
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