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Back to School Event
Spin to Win

This year, the kids had a great time with the games, inflatables and train, balloon animals and the science guy
inside the library. The firemen and mounted police are always on hand talking with families too. This year they
even had free immunizations from the KC Health Department. Everyone enjoyed the hot dogs and watermelon
and going through the resource fair, as well as picking up their backpacks and school supplies. Over 200 kids
ages 5+ received the supplies, as well as donated prizes (including piggy banks from Central Bank of KC).

One little girl spun the wheel and was crossing her fingers saying, “I hope I get the piggy bank!” She did land on
the piggy bank and skipped off with her prize. Hopefully, she’ll start saving right away and become a lifelong saver!
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Overdraft Protection 101
Benefits and drawbacks of overdraft protection

Living beyond your means can cost you twice. There’s the actual payment that you can’t cover and the
corresponding overdraft fee, which adds insult to injury by charging you a penalty for drawing money you don’t
have. It’s an expensive and frustrating cycle, but knowing how to use your financial institution’s overdraft
protection service to your advantage can help you break free. 

Overdraft basics 
An overdraft happens anytime the money
coming out of an account exceeds the amount
available for use. Since this creates a
negative balance, a financial institution will
typically assess a non-sufficient funds or
overdraft fee — Investopedia suggests an
average of about $35. If you are enrolled in
what NerdWallet’s Spencer Tierney calls a
courtesy pay or overdraft privilege program,
your financial institution will complete a
one-time debit card purchase or ATM
withdrawal as requested even if it overdrafts
your account. The financial institution will
assess the non-sufficient funds fee but may
not always notify you when your account has a
negative balance. Additional purchases made
with the overdrawn account result in more
NSF fees, and your account may be hit with
an extended overdraft fee if left unattended for
several days.  

It is at your financial institution's discretion whether it will cover any recurring transaction, automatic bill payment
or checks. If they do not, then your payment will not clear or your check will bounce. Not only will this lead to a
returned-check fee or overdraft fee, but it will result in a late payment that can carry penalties and fees all its own
and will have a negative impact on your credit score.  

The upsides and downsides of overdraft protection
To better protect consumers from unexpected overdraws, most financial institutions now offer a service called
overdraft protection. Investopedia likens overdraft protection to a line of credit offered by the financial institution
and applied to an account whenever it is overdrawn. You may also have the option to link your checking account
to a credit card or to a savings account with the same financial institution to cover any overdrafts.

Perhaps the greatest benefit of overdraft protection is avoiding the embarrassment of a bounced check or declined
card. The Balance’s Justin Pritchard writes that overdraft protection can help you avoid other penalties or late fees
assessed if the transaction in question is paying a bill or making a credit card payment. This also negates the
undesirable effect that a late payment or bounced check will have on your credit score.

It’s important to note that overdraft protection is not free. Borrowing money from a linked checking or savings
account is likely the cheapest option. Tierney writes that you can expect to pay a fee of around $10-$12 for the
transfer, and that you may only be charged that fee once per day as opposed to once per transaction.

If you are borrowing against a credit card, Investopedia writes that the transfer of funds is tantamount to a cash
advance, which means that it both carries a cash advance fee and a high rate of interest. Borrowing against a
financial institution's line of credit also carries a high rate of interest, but this may prove cheaper than an NSF fee
if you pay the balance owed back quickly. Investopedia notes that financial institutions may charge a one-time fee
for every month that you rely on overdraft protection if you rely on it too much.

The best solution by far for avoiding overdraft fees and penalties is to be proactive about maintaining your
account. Check your balance regularly, budget accordingly and never spend more than you have available. By
doing so, you will never need to rely on overdraft protection even if it is a service available to you.
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Why You Should Open a Savings Account for Your
Business
Learn the benefits of keeping your money separate

When you were a child, your parents opened your first savings account. As you grew and came into bills of your
own, you opened a checking account to have better access to your money. Now, as the owner of a business,
you’ve probably opened a business checking account so that you can pay your suppliers and separate enterprise
money from your personal accounts. If you really want your business to be as sound as possible, consider going
one step further and opening a business savings account.

Prepare for tax time
If you have spent time as an employee of an
established business, you know that the usual
automatic withholding of taxes can be
extremely helpful every time that tax season
rolls around. As a small-business owner, you
are the one responsible for knowing how
much money you owe in taxes and paying
that amount to the federal, state and local
governments on time. A business savings
account can be a great place to store or hold
the money you know you will need for tax
payments. Not only will you yield some
interest from setting the money aside, but you
will ensure that you or your partners don’t
spend it on a business investment instead.

Save for a rainy day
When you’re managing your personal funds,
your savings account more than likely holds
the money you are keeping in case of an
emergency, such as a loss of job or a medical
crisis. A business can use a savings account for the same thing. Amanda Cameron of Patriot Software advises
that a savings account is a great buffer to cover unexpected costs that might otherwise severely hinder or even
cripple your business. As liquid assets, you can access funds quickly to fix any problems, such as broken 
equipment or an accident, to make sure that any work stoppage lasts the shortest time possible.

Earn interest
Interest rates are finally going up in the United States, which means that savings accounts might once again start
earning meaningful interest. Regardless of how much interest your money accrues, the team at the Money
Supermarket Financial Group points out that you will almost certainly earn a more competitive rate of interest with
a savings account than in a checking account. Whether you intend to use the money in the account for a rainy day
or just have it there for safe keeping, keeping it in a savings account ensures that your money is working for you.

Stay organized
Just like an individual can have more than one savings account, a business can also have multiple accounts.
While it might seem confusing to maintain separate accounts, it is a very basic way to make sure that all of your
money will be used for its intended purpose. Keeping your equipment funds in an account apart from the
emergency money will help ensure that you don’t accidentally overspend in an emergency and not be able to pay
for upgrades your tools need to stay competitive. This ensures more stability, even if it comes at the cost of added
account maintenance.

Consider talking to an associate at your bank or your financial advisor for the best advice for taking your business
savings to the next level. A business savings account is by and large a sound decision, but there may be options
available to you that work better for your business’s needs.
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School Supply Drive
Collected over 400 items
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How to Establish Good Social Media Practices with Your
Kids
Help your kids be smart and safe while being social online

In a world where it seems everyone is sharing daily life with an audience, it makes sense that your kid would want
to join in on the fun. You know well, however, that social media isn’t all fun and games. Although it has the power
to connect, inform and engage people like never before, social media can also put your child in potentially
dangerous situations. With your guidance, your child can safely navigate the pitfalls and celebrate the joys of
social media.

Don’t rush
Today’s youth is increasingly connected via
smartphones, tablets and other devices, but
it’s important to remember age limits are
typically in place to prevent younger children
from using social media. Facebook, for
example, requires anyone opening an account
to be at least 13 years of age, and requests
users to report anyone not abiding by that
rule. The age of 13 is the norm across several
platforms, while others like YouTube will only
allow 13-year-olds to sign up with a parent’s
consent.

Even if you feel your child is ready for social
media at a younger age, you should always
operate within a platform’s terms of service. If
you find your child has registered a social
media account before you feel they are ready
and it is against the rules of a site, use it as a
teaching moment with respect to the
importance of following rules.

Communicate dos and don’ts
The concept that the entire world can see whatever you post is challenging enough to grasp for adults, let alone
children. Therefore, it’s essential to spell out the consequences — both good and bad — of posting things online.
Stress that nothing ever truly disappears from the internet, and that posting things in the heat of a moment or
emotion can end up hurting or embarrassing your child in the long run. KidsHealth recommends guiding your
children to think twice before posting anything to social media; have them ask if what they’re getting ready to put
online is the kind of thing they want their teachers, future employers and grandparents to see.  

You will also want to ensure your child understands that revealing personal information like your address, phone
number and vacation plans is a definite no-no. Your kids know better than to talk to strangers in the real world,
and KidsHealth suggests reminding them not to talk to or befriend strangers in the digital world as well.
Parenting’s Jeana Lee Tahnk also notes you’ll want to inform your children they shouldn’t fill out any pop-up
questionnaires or quizzes or click on random links that promise big prizes.

Establish responsibilities and consequences
If you want your child to be a responsible social media user, it’s imperative you establish clear rules and
consequences of disregarding those rules. According to Tahnk, the most effective method of ensuring everyone is
on the same page is to draw up a contract outlining your expectations, your child’s responsibilities online and
what happens if he doesn’t abide by the contract. If you prefer something a bit less officious, you can come to a
verbal agreement. Take the time to make yourself expressly clear and to answer any questions your child might have.

There’s a lot to love about social media, but when it comes to young children, there’s nearly as much to loathe.
With these practices, you can help your child stay safe and be smart in the digital world.
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Upcoming Fall TV Premieres
Tune into these new television series arriving this fall

The fall television season is exciting each year, with new programs being added into weekly schedules on a
variety of channels. This year has been quite busy and newsworthy for television, with multiple reboots making
headlines and new shows from well-known producers heading to the small screen. Here are five shows you’ll
want to check out when they premiere.

“FBI”
Fans of the “Law & Order” franchise should be
pleased to know that Dick Wolf is at it again
with a new drama series on CBS starring
Missy Peregrym and “Law & Order” alum
Jeremy Sisto. “FBI” is a fast-paced show that
follows the inner workings of the New York
FBI office as the agents work to solve crimes
happening in and around the city. Not many
additional details have been released, but the
trailer for the show portrays Peregrym and
Sisto rushing to figure out the cause of
multiple timed bombings within the city.

“Happy Together”
Another big name is coming to CBS, but not
necessarily one you would expect. Singer
Harry Styles is taking on a new role of
executive producer for the show “Happy
Together,” starring Damon Wayans Jr. and
Amber Stevens West. The series is very
loosely based on the time when Styles was
first stepping into the limelight and temporarily lived on the couch of filmmaker, producer and friend Ben Winston.
Felix Mallard portrays pop star Cooper James, who, in a time of crisis, asks to live with his accountant (Wayans
Jr.) and his wife (Stevens West).  

“Star Wars Resistance”
The Disney Channel is looking to expand on the most popular movie franchise with a new animated show, “Star
Wars Resistance.” Set just a few years prior to “Star Wars: The Force Awakens,” this new series follows the
heroic exploits of newcomer Kazuda Xiono, a pilot for the Resistance. Big names like Bobby Moynihan and
Donald Faison will play main characters while Oscar Isaac and Gwendoline Christie have been confirmed as
series guests to reprise their roles as Poe Dameron and Captain Phasma, respectively. Of course, viewers can
expect to see the lovable droid, BB-8.

“The Rookie”
Nathan Fillion became well-known for his charismatic presence on popular shows like “Firefly” and “Castle.” ABC
is capitalizing on his success by having him star in the new police drama “The Rookie,” where Fillion portrays a
middle-aged man who decides to enroll in the Los Angeles Police Academy after experiencing a life-altering
incident. Series creator Alexi Hawley worked with Fillion on “Castle,” so there are high hopes from critics for this
new show.

“New Amsterdam”
Of course, it wouldn’t be prime-time television if there wasn’t another new medical drama introduced into the
bunch. “New Amsterdam,” premiering on NBC, follows the life of Dr. Max Goodwin (Ryan Eggold), the new
medical director for Bellevue Hospital as he plans to tear down the restrictive bureaucracy of the system in order
to get patients the medical care they need. “Grey’s Anatomy” producer and director Peter Horton is at the helm of
this drama, along with David Schulner of “Desperate Housewives.”

There are quite a few new television shows to get excited about this fall. Plan your days accordingly and set aside
some time — or set your DVR — to check out these upcoming series.
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