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BlueWave Solar Opens New Community Solar Site

BlueWave, a solar energy company founded on a mission to make solar available to everyone,
recently completed a 16.5 megawatt solar project that will provide clean power and energy savings to
homes and small businesses as well as The Fay School and Phillips Academy Andover.

Known as the Barrett Street project, this group of nine solar arrays will produce local, clean energy
and generate long term electricity savings for residents, small businesses and educational institutions
in Central Massachusetts and beyond.

BlueWave developed the first two community solar projects in the Commonwealth, and the Barrett
Street project is part of the 30 megawatt of community solar BlueWave will bring online in 2016,
according to a news release. As a result of this success, BlueWave has gained close to 500
community solar customers this year.

Located on what was once the largest commercial piggery in the Northeast, the Barrett Street project
will also protect 100 acres of farmland from more intensive use, enable future agricultural use, reduce
carbon emissions by 15,000 tons annually, generate local tax revenue for the town of Oxford, and
create and support the Commonwealth of Massachusetts' clean energy and climate goals.

Residents and small businesses will receive clean, affordable power from this local project in the form
of net metering credits, also known as shares, as part of BlueWave's Community Solar Share
program. In addition, The Fay School of Southboro, and Phillips Academy Andover are the "anchor"
offtakers for this project. As anchor offtakers, The Fay School has contracted for approximately 1.625
megawatts of solar net metering credits, and Phillips Academy has contracted for 6.5 megawatts of
solar net metering credits, together representing more than 50 percent of the total output for the
project. As a result, both schools are furthering their sustainability goals while reducing their electricity
costs.

Read the original article on the Telegram. 
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Avidia Bank Named a 2017 Digital Edge 50 Award
Winner

Avidia Bank announced that it will receive the Digital Edge award for how it promoted the launch of its
Cardless Cash initiative using multiple social media platforms. Cardless Cash allows a mobile banking
user to withdraw money from an ATM by using a smartphone. This reduces card fraud through
skimming and minimizes time spent conducting transactions at the ATM.

In August 2015, Avidia was the first bank on the East Coast to launch the Cardless Cash feature
through its Avidia Mobile App. Leading up to the launch, Avidia Bank promoted teasers on social
media through images, livestream demonstrations and employees’ experiences of the feature during
testing. Since the launch of Cardless Cash, Avidia Bank has been recognized by American Banker as
one of the Top IT Projects of 2015 and in many other publications for being a leader in mobile banking.

“Expectations of how consumers interact with their financial institution’s mobile products will be
heightened as the delivery of those products grows more secure, convenient and intuitive,” said Mike
Allard, SVP, CMO at Avidia Bank. “Being one of the first banks in the country to launch Cardless Cash
ATM access demonstrated that we remain committed to providing our customers the best in digital
banking.”

“The complexity and scale of the initiatives in the Digital Edge 50 show how quickly organizations are
progressing to the next phase of digital transformation,” said Anne McCrory, Digital Edge program
chair and Group VP, Customer Experience and Operations, IDG Enterprise Events. “They are taking
advantage of new capabilities, such as AI and deep machine learning, to enhance their mobile and
analytics practices worldwide. They are finding dramatic results from the cloud, and serving customers
in faster and more elegant ways. Their adoption of agile, extreme programming and completely
reworked business processes show how even the most traditional businesses can go big with digital
with the right vision and leadership.”

During 2017, Avidia Bank’s customers can expect an improved mobile banking experience with new
mobile banking and enhanced mobile wallet features. Additionally, an expansion of Cardless Cash
ATM access that will reach over 100,000 ATMs is anticipated before the end of 2017.
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FIS Embeds Financial Institutions in Digital
Payments with PayPal Partnership

 FIS™ (NYSE: FIS), a global leader in financial services technology, and PayPal (NASDAQ: PYPL)
have partnered to increase customer engagement and drive incremental digital spend with FIS’
banking partners.

Together, the companies will make it easy for consumers who bank with FIS clients to link a payment
card or other financial account to a new or existing PayPal account, and simply display the financial
institution’s brand within PayPal. The partnership also will allow those financial institution customers to
set their default funding source in PayPal, thus increasing their overall digital spend.

“As this year’s record levels of sales on Black Friday and Cyber Monday showed, digital commerce is
showing no signs of slowing down,” said Anthony Jabbour, chief operating officer, Banking &
Payments, FIS. “By enabling the bank branding within the checkout process with PayPal through
account linking, a financial institution can remind its customers of the ease with which they can shop,
and make them more likely to use that particular account and to increase spend. It’s a win for
consumers and financial institutions, alike.”

“This agreement with FIS is another great example of how partnership is driving increased value to
PayPal’s merchants and consumers, reaching thousands of banks in the U.S, with one simple
integration that gives people better ways to transact digitally,” said Gary Marino, chief commercial
officer, PayPal. “We look forward to building on our long-standing relationship with FIS to continue to
create meaningful digital payment experiences for consumers, issuers and merchants online, in app
and in store.”

FIS and PayPal will provide a more seamless way for bank issuers to drive more digital spend with
their customers through PayPal accounts. FIS will enable PayPal’s account linking capability, making
it easy for customers who bank with FIS clients to add their various cards and banking accounts into
their PayPal accounts. This will give greater visibility to their bank accounts and their PayPal accounts
within their online banking sites.

Avidia Bank and the 15 chartered banks of Wintrust Financial, two FIS clients, will premiere account
linking in the first quarter of 2017. It will be available to all FIS clients beginning in the first half of 2017.
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Your Story. Our Story. Avidia Bank Celebrates 10
Years

Avidia Bank is celebrating 10 years in 2017! Join us as we host celebrations all year long! 

We are kicking off the celebration in Hudson throughout January!  Don't miss out on the food, fun and
giveaways!

Don't forget to share your Avidia Story with us on social media by using the hashtag:  #MyAvidiaStory
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What to Look for in Checking and Savings Accounts
Make the most of your money when it’s held in checking and
savings accounts

With the addition of online banks to brick-and-mortar institutions, there are a lot of options when it
comes to opening checking and savings accounts. There are common factors you should look for in
an account, no matter where you choose to bank.

What to look for in a checking account

In a checking account, you should look for an account with no monthly fee, or one that is at least
easily avoidable, says chief financial analyst at Bankrate.com Greg McBride in a June 2014 article in
Forbes.

For instance, some financial institutions will waive a fee if you sign up for direct deposit with your
employer or if you maintain a minimum balance that they set. Still, an even better checking account is
one that requires no minimum balance at all, says McBride.

A June 2014 article in Forbes by
contributor Laura Shin discusses
several other important things to
look for in a checking account with
regard to ATM use and overdraft
protection.

Shin suggests you consider
whether the institution you’re
holding a checking account with
has a large network of ATMs
outside the financial institution that
you can use surcharge-free or that
will reimburse the fees imposed by
third-party ATMs. Additionally,
you’ll want to look for an account
that does not incur fees for
withdrawing money from the
institution itself.

Almost all financial institutions
charge an overdraft fee for a checking account that has a negative balance. With overdraft protection,
look for a checking account that has a low fee and an institution that won’t manipulate your
transactions to generate fees, such as processing withdrawals or payments before deposits.

What to look for in a savings account

Shin goes on to suggest that for both a checking account and a savings account, you should look for
an institution that doesn’t set a limit for transfers, withdrawals or any other transaction past the federal
limit. You should be free to manage your money as needed without incurring charges for it, and the
money should be easily accessible by teller, ATM withdrawal and even online transfer.

According to a March 2014 article in Bankrate.com by contributor Constance Gustke, although federal
regulations enforce savings withdrawal limits to six per month, some institutions will further limit your
total monthly withdrawals or impose a major fee for any withdrawals past the limit. It’s therefore also
important to check with the institution on its policy regarding savings transactions and fees.







important to check with the institution on its policy regarding savings transactions and fees.

Gustke also notes that consumers should make sure their institution offers online banking as well as
the ability to conduct a mobile deposit and not just manage the money through the online portal. You
should also make sure any online transactions can be conducted without an additional fee, Shin adds.

In addition, it is critical to make sure your account is federally insured, meaning you would get back
100 percent of your deposits should the account fail or close, for up to $250,000 per account, as per
federal regulations, Shin reports.

You should also look for a savings account with a competitive interest rate and one that can subdivide
your deposits into separate goals such as emergency savings, home-buying down payment and even
vacation savings.

It’s all about the freedom

“One of the things you [should look] for is a [financial institution] that will allow you to conduct your
affairs but not be charged fees, or be nickeled and dimed for fees or have high fees associated with
it,” says Pamela Banks, senior policy counsel covering financial services issues for Consumers Union,
in a June 2014 article in Forbes.
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Avidia Financial Center Opening in February! 

We are happy to announce that the Avidia Financial Center is opening on February 6!  We hope you
will stop by to see the new innovative space at 17 Pope St. in Hudson, MA.  In addition to Branch
Banking services, the space will also house some of our Residential Lending Team, Commercial
Banking Team and Avidia Financial Services.  
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Holiday Hours for Avidia Bank

All Avidia Bank locations will be closed on 1/16/2017 in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
We will reopen on 1/17/2017 for normal business hours.  You can always bank 24/7 online or by using
the Avidia Mobile App.  
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Simple Ways to Walk 10,000 Steps a Day
How to ensure that you are meeting your fitness goals on a daily
basis

With the increasing popularity of health and fitness tracking devices, Americans are becoming more
entuned to the idea of walking 10,000 steps every day. Both the American Heart Association and
Centers for Disease Control endorse the goal as a means to help individuals stay fit, but the number
of steps itself might seem insurmountable to someone who is tethered to sedentary obligations for
much of the day.

Walking 10,000 steps every day might actually be simpler than it seems, however. It may merely take
a steady and consistent approach, requisite motivation and a few simple tricks.

Force yourself to walk where
you otherwise would not

Since a 10,000-step total is not a
small distance to cover, it is
perhaps not the wisest or most
practical approach to attempt to
achieve it all at once. As such, U.S.
News & World Report recommends
a number of methods that one can
undertake throughout the course of
a day to achieve the 10,000-step
goal.

If you drive to work on a daily basis
and find yourself hunting for the
spot closest to the building, instead
give yourself an extra five minutes,
park in a spot further away, and
take more time walking to the
office. Once you are in the building,
take the stairs instead of the elevator, and be sure that you take a five-minute break to walk a little
ways every hour if possible.

If you are in a supervisorial role, consider bringing your team along for walking meetings. When it
comes time for your lunch break, pack a small and portable meal and spend the hour walking.

When you get home, take your dog for a walk instead of letting him out in the yard. When doing
household tasks like washing dishes or preparing dinner, consider walking in place or pacing while
doing so. After you have eaten dinner, consider going for an evening stroll, and walk the length of your
home while brushing your teeth before bed.

Motivate yourself properly

There may be no better way to pad your daily step number than by breaking that number down into
more digestible bites. Sparkpeople.com recommends attempting to parse out steps into thirds –
walking in the morning, day and evening – or trying to work in 1,000 steps every hour during the work
day.

Bringing a friend in on the charge of walking 10,000 steps is also effective at amplifying motivation,
creating a naturally nurturing environment that allows for mutual encouragement. If you and your







creating a naturally nurturing environment that allows for mutual encouragement. If you and your
partner like to catch up with one another after work, consider doing it on a 15 – 20 minute walk
around the neighborhood when weather permits.

Ultimately, it is important to remember that walking 10,000 steps a day is only part of the larger picture
of health. To ensure the effectiveness of this practice, couple it with regular exercise and healthy
eating.
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How to Build a Capsule Wardrobe
How to cut your wardrobe down to a few essential items

If you are fortunate enough to be able to fill your closet with new clothes at regular intervals, you may
run into the trouble of overabundance. If your closet is brimming with clothes that you no longer wear
or might be saving for another season, consider trimming down and taking the capsule wardrobe
approach.

What is a capsule wardrobe?

As the name might immediately
suggest, a capsule wardrobe is
merely a truncated closet
consisting of a limited number of
items that is rotated on a quarterly
basis. According to
MarthaStewart.com, the terms
comes from London boutique
owner Susie Faux, who held the
belief that a wardrobe could be
effective with only a few articles of
clothing that could be
supplemented based on seasonal
need. The number of items in a
capsule closet tends to fall
between 30 and 35, but Today.com
notes that it can go as high as 40 if
you are having trouble trimming
down. These articles are typically
rotated every three months, allowing you to alter your capsule wardrobe to match the season.

Consider your body shape

In order for a wardrobe to be completely effective and viable, it should complement your body type.
ColleenHammond.com notes that there are five different body types—pear, apple, rectangle, inverted
triangle and hourglass—that are all accentuated by particular clothing types and combinations. To
figure out your body type, you will want to consider your measurements, height, silhouette, current
weight and whether you intend to lose weight over a period of time.

Coordinate your colors

XOJane.com points out that a good capsule wardrobe will incorporate a color palette that allows
different articles to be matched interchangeably without clashing. To do this, start with a
monochromatic or neutral base and build upon it in accordance with favored items, season or
complexion. If there are a couple of articles of clothing that you must have in your spring rotation,
establish those as the basis of your palette and work to complement them.

Find a balance

Because a capsule wardrobe seeks to set a hard limit for items in your closet, it is imperative to create
a balance in the number of tops, bottoms, jackets, dresses and shoes in your arsenal. As
MarthaStewart.com points out, a capsule wardrobe does not consist of gym clothing, formal attire,
sleepwear, bathing suits or other accessories, so you will not need to crunch those into your capsule.







To harmonize your selections, it is recommended that you begin building with a few essential items,
such as a little black dress or a comfortable pair of jeans.

Cut your losses…or don’t

MarthaStewart.com suggests breaking your wardrobe down into four piles: items you intend to keep,
items you are on the fence about, items that are damaged or outdated and can be recycled and items
that can be donated or sold. Ultimately, the objective should be to simplify your wardrobe down to
essential items and potentially make room for future additions, but if there are items you could see
yourself wearing in a later season or perhaps even in another year, do not be afraid to store it in a
vacuum-sealed bag or plastic tub in your basement until you build your next seasonal capsule.

If your closet is getting tight and your patience is running thin, consider the capsule wardrobe
approach. With this approach, simplicity can breed creativity, not to mention plenty of free space you
may have forgotten you had.
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