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Branch Hours Change Effective July 6, 2015

Effective Monday, July 6, 2015, All Avidia Bank locations will be open the following hours:

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main Office
42 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

Hudson

221 Washington Street, Hudson, MA
01749

Monday-Wednesday: 8am-4pm
Thursday-Friday: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 8am-12pm
24-hour walk-up ATM

Monday-Wednesday: 8:30am-4pm
Thursday-Friday: 8:30am-7pm
Saturday: 8:30am-12pm
24-hour walk-up ATM & 24-hour
drive-up ATM

Westborough

100 E. Main Street, Westborough,
MA 01581

Clinton

1073 Main Street, Clinton, MA 01510

Monday-Wednesday: 8:30am-4pm
Thursday-Friday: 8:30am-6pm
Saturday: 8:30am-12pm
24-hour drive-up ATM

Monday-Wednesday: 8:30am-4pm
Thursday-Friday: 8:30am-6pm 
Saturday: 8:30am-12pm 
24-hour drive-up ATM

Leominster

470 Lancaster Street, Leominster,
MA 01453

Marlborough

256 Maple Street, Marlborough, MA
01752

Monday-Wednesday: 8:30am-4pm
Thursday-Friday: 8:30am-6pm
Saturday: 8:30am-12pm
24-hour drive-up ATM

Monday-Wednesday: 8:30am-4pm
Thursday-Friday: 8:30am-6pm
Saturday: 8:30am-12pm
24-hour drive-up ATM

Northborough

53 W. Main Street, Northborough,
MA 01532

Shrewsbury

23 Maple Avenue, Shrewsbury, MA
01545

Monday-Wednesday: 8:30am-4pm
Thursday-Friday: 8:30am-6pm
Saturday: 8:30am-12pm
24-hour drive-up ATM

Monday-Wednesday: 8:30am-4pm
Thursday-Friday: 8:30am-6pm
Saturday: 8:30am-12pm
24-hour drive-up ATM
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Summer is Here. Use Those Avidia Rewards+ Points
Towards Vacation!

In addition to using your points for airfare, car rentals and hotels, ScoreCard also offers redemption
options for fantastic activities in many city destinations including:

Golden Gate Bay Cruise in San Francisco, CA
Admission to the Ripley’s Believe it or Not! In Orlando, FL
New York at Night Double-Decker Bus Tour in New York City, NY
Boston Duck Tour in Boston, MA

You can also find activities abroad!

Game of Thrones Location Tour in  Dublin, Ireland
Freeport Glass-Bottom Boat Cruise in Freeport, Bahamas
Segway Rental in Madrid, Spain

There are so many more cool activities to choose from including bus and shuttle tickets, meal plans
and so much more.

Put those hard earned points to work! Log on to your Internet Banking account and click on your
“Rewards Account” link to access the travel area of the ScoreCard website. Check out all ScoreCard
has to offer!
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Believe It or Not, There are Pet-Related Scams

Yes, you read that correctly: Pet-Related Scams. Thieves are out to get money every way they can
even if that means tugging at your pet-loving heart strings.

You have finally decided to let a dog or cat into your home as part of the family. You feel it’s the right
decision to use a website to adopt a pet that needs a loving home. You find THE one, contact the
owner and agree to send the money for shipping. However, your special pet never arrives.

This happens too often on free advertising sites such as Craig’s List or Facebook. Check out the
International Pet and Animal Transportation Association’s page on pet scams to educate yourself
before purchasing a pet sight unseen.  
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What You Need to Know About Mobile Wallets
Five things you may not have realized about the new payment trend

Mobile wallets have been on consumers radars for more than two years now, but if you think you
know all there is to know about the technology, think again. Here are a few main points about mobile
wallets that you should know. 

 

1. No pen required - Mobile wallets are completely card-free, meaning you don’t have to drop your
purse to sign a credit terminal. That’s the end, here are the means: There are two ways to use
your smartphone at checkout — with a cloud-based mobile application like LevelUp or Square Wallet,
or with near-field communication (NFC), as used with Google Wallet. 

 

LevelUp, for example, links the cloud-based app to a bank or credit account. You make payments by
hitting a button on your phone or displaying a code for the cashier to scan. You can also make
payments this way at many stores using PayPal. In contrast, with apps like Google Wallet, you pay
from the account you choose simply by tapping the phone on a NFC terminal. 

 

2. Money is just the
beginning - Mobile wallets
should really be called
mobile handbags because
many of them have
capabilities that go way
beyond storing monetary
data. For instance, you can
automatically redeem
discounts stored in Google
Wallet when you tap your
phone to pay at some
retailers. Other mobile
wallets store loyalty cards
and rewards cards, as well.

 

3. Your data is just as
vulnerable - A common
misconception is that mobile
wallets are much safer than
carrying a physical credit or
debit card because of theft
or post-purchase data
breaches. In reality, when
you use a credit or debit card through your phone, the same fraud protections you get with a plastic
card applies, said Marianne Crowe, vice president of payment strategies for the Federal Reserve
Bank of Boston, to Kiplinger's Personal Finance.  

 







In an attempt to safeguard yourself from imminent threats, look into apps or mobile carrier services
that disable your phone in the event of theft, place a password on your phone’s home screen and use
unique PINs for each of your accounts. 

 

4. Adoption is still limited - Even if you are a consumer who is a firm believer in mobile wallets, not
all merchants have the technology to accept said payments just yet. In fact, a limited number of
retailers accept mobile transactions at all, and those that do may or may not support your preferred
method of mobile payment. Widespread and uniform adoption is still a long way off. 

 

5. Don’t ditch your pocket-worn leather bi-fold just yet - Because of the inconsistencies in the
marketplace, consumers are still generally satisfied with their low-tech wallets and should expect to be
keeping them for a few more years. 

 

“Tech experts are predicting that swiping or tapping a phone to make purchases will become
mainstream over the next decade,” wrote Kiplinger’s Associate Editor Lisa Gerstner. 

 

Plus, even if your coupons and discount cards can be stored in your phone, the technology has not
been invented to digitize your driver’s license, and a couple paper checks on hand is never a bad idea
in case of emergency. So, even though in, say, 10 years, a smartphone could replace your entire
wallet, that doesn’t mean that it should. 
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Dealing with Rent Increases
The ins and outs of negotiating with your landlord

Is there anything more frustrating than getting a notice in your mailbox stating that there’s been a
significant increase in your rent payments? You think you have your bills all straightened out, and
boom, you find out there’s going to be a monthly increase that hits you like a ton of bricks. 

 

It’s actually pretty common
for a landlord to increase
monthly rent payments.
According to Freddie Mac,
nationwide rents increased
an average of 3.6 percent in
2014 alone, and nearly 11
percent over the past three
years. In addition, these
cities are seeing rent growth
far exceeding wages,
according to a study from
the National Association of
Realtors. 

 

Even though it may seem
unfair, landlords often have
the right to raise the rent on
their tenants once the lease
has ended. 

 

“They get to determine the
prices, and you get to
determine whether you’d like to live there,” states Robert Collins, deputy director of the San Francisco
Rent Board.

 

However, there may be a way to get them back down to a more reasonable price. Here are some
ways to negotiate when your landlord raises the rent on you:

 

Check your lease - The first thing you’ll need to do is check the binding contract you signed when
you initially began living at the apartment. Typically, a landlord can’t actually increase your rent until
your lease expires, so if your rent was raised prior to your lease being up, then there could be
something fishy going on. Also, check over your lease to make sure there aren’t any exceptions to
that rule, as sometimes a landlord is permitted to raise the rent if you add a roommate or a pet, if
you’re remodeling or other various reasons.

 







Use your credibility to your advantage - Talk to your landlord and remind them how trustworthy and
reliable you are. For example, do you always pay your rent on time? Do you maintain the place as
best you can? By convincing your landlord that you’re being the best tenant you can be, they might be
able to offer some wiggle room in the price increase. Also, make sure the landlord knows you’re in it
for the long haul and aren’t looking for the next best thing to come along (that is, unless the rent
becomes too high).

 

Sign a longer lease - Since your landlord can’t raise the rent until the lease has ended, it might
benefit you to sign a two-year lease, if they offer it, pending if you know you’d like to stay in the area
for that long. Take Amy Wolfenberger of Portland, Oregon, for example, whose landlord stated he
wanted a $50 increase after her lease ran out. However, she decided to speak with him about the
longer lease. 

 

“The talk really went in my favor, because at the end of the day, a landlord wants a reliable income
rather than a high one, so I offered to sign a lease for two years,” says Wolfenberger. “Plus, they know
I really care for their place and the yard.” The new lease actually wound up being $25 less than her
original rent amount. It doesn’t hurt to try.

 

Put down a larger deposit - Paying more upfront for more months might persuade your landlord to
keep the rent the same. When he sees that you’re committed with an immediate payout of your
pre-payment, he may have a harder time refusing your offer.  

 

Be sure to weigh your options to determine what decision is right for you.
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Loan Co-Signing
What to know before you agree to co-sign a loan

Loan co-signing is a highly charged topic. On one hand, many people who co-sign loans are asked by
close family members, so they may feel obligated and don’t think twice before putting pen to paper. 

 

As with any financial decision, it is best to put aside the emotions and look at the facts. You aren’t
being a bad family member if you say you need to think about it before agreeing, and you don’t have to
say no just because you’ve heard the horror stories. The following information will help you think
critically about co-signing so you can start determining what choice is best for you.

 

It is reasonable to take co-signing a loan very seriously because there are serious repercussions if the
person who took out the loan can’t pay. Many people look at the task of loan co-signing as simply
acting as a character witness. They have good credit and know that a financial institution trusts them
with loans, and by co-signing, they are making it clear that they trust the person they co-sign for. 

 

This is a dangerous way to
think about the process,
however, because you
aren’t simply helping the
financial institution make a
decision about the borrower.
Lenders don’t care about
your opinion, they only care
that there is someone who
will definitely be able to pay.
Be sure you understand that
you aren’t just adding your
credibility to the loan
agreement, you are actually
lending your assets. 

 

When you co-sign, you are
agreeing to pay for the loan,
as well as any fees,
penalties and other
associated costs if the other
party cannot. Depending on
the specific loan and the
state you live in, the lender
may even take legal action against you if the loan is in default before attempting to collect from the
other party. While this is a scary idea, it makes sense because the co-signer is the one most likely to
be able to pay, and the financial institution doesn't want to waste their time pursuing someone who
has already demonstrated an inability to pay. 

 







“By co-signing, you take on all the risk if the loan is not repaid but may only see a modest
improvement to your credit score,” states Justin Harelik from Bankrate. “Even worse, the person who
you helped most likely has bad credit. So he or she does not care whether another negative mark
appears on his or her credit report. Needless to say, you have much more to lose.”

 

Even if you completely trust the person you agree to co-sign for, there are circumstances that can
change your relationship in unexpected ways, so you must be fully prepared to pay when you co-sign.
Divorce is an obvious example of good relationships gone wrong, but even co-signing for your
children carries risks. There have been many tragic incidents of parents who are left to pay back
student loans they co-signed prior to their child’s incapacitation or death. In some cases, financial
institutions will negotiate or dismiss loans if a tragic death is involved, but you can’t count on that
happening.

 

Now that you’ve fully considered the seriousness of the subject and the potential consequences, it is
important to note that the big risks do indeed confer big rewards on the person you help, so you
shouldn’t just say no automatically. Many people would be unable to further their education, get a car
or a mortgage without a co-signer and many co-signers never end up paying a dime.

 

If you would be able to pay in an emergency (this is non-negotiable), and you want to help the other
person, there are things you can do to make co-signing safer. First of all, if you are co-signing loans
for a child, they can take out a life insurance policy with you as the beneficiary. So, if a tragedy does
occur, you have a means of repayment that doesn’t drain your bank account. 

 

You should also speak with the lender to determine the exact amount you might owe, so you can be
prepared. You can also try to negotiate the terms so that you are only liable for the principal and not
fees and penalties, for example.

 

“If you're co-signing for a purchase, make sure you get copies of all important papers, like the loan
contract, the Truth-in-Lending Disclosure Statement, and warranties,” recommends the Federal Trade
Commission’s website. “Ask the creditor to agree, in writing, to notify you if the borrower misses a
payment or the terms on the loan change. That will give you time to deal with the problem or make
back payments without having to repay the entire amount immediately.”

 

Last, make sure you realize that co-signing becomes part of your finances. This means it may impact
your ability to take out a loan for yourself. So, if you plan to buy a vacation home or take out another
large loan in the future, co-signing may not be feasible even if all the other pieces of the puzzle look
good. 
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June Community Events!

Here are some fun events that are happening around our communities for the month of June.  Check
them out!

 

Saturday, June 6: Hudson - 29th Annual Hudson Community Fest. Family entertainment,
vendors, food court, 5K and more. South Street & Downtown Hudson. 9:00 am to 3:30 pm.

Saturday, June 13: Leominster - Starburst! Music, fun & fireworks. Doyle Field, Priest St
Leominster. Gates open at 4:30 pm.

Saturday, June 13: Clinton - Town-wide Yard Sale & Sidewalk Sale. Central Park, Clinton. 8:30
am to 2:00 pm.

Saturday, June 20: Leominster - Summer Stroll & First Annual International Festival. Food,
Dance, art, activities vendors & more! Downtown Leominster. 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm.
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Your Next Luxurious Getaway: York Harbor, Maine 
If you’re looking for a serene and beautiful vacation, York Harbor is
your destination 

If your idea of the perfect luxurious escape consists of beaches, upscale lodging and excellent cuisine,
then York Harbor, Maine is the perfect place to get away. Known for its classic elegance, charm and
beautiful views, York Harbor has everything you need for the perfect luxury vacation. 

 

Where to stay

 

Book your stay at one of the
many top-notch hotels, like
the York Harbor Inn, which
was deemed Country Living
Magazines’ "Inn of the
Month” and has been
featured on Travel
Channel’s “Great Country
Inns.” Rooms at the inn
dazzle with Maine charm,
and come equipped with
fireplaces, a Jacuzzi spa tub,
and a deck, not to mention
breathtaking ocean views.
Eat in the dining room of the
1637 Restaurant, or check
out the Tavern Bar and Tap
Room or The Pub, both of
which have live
entertainment most nights.
In addition, the York Harbor
Inn has an outdoor tub open
all year round.

 

Another option is for lodging includes the Stage Neck Inn, which holds a number of deluxe guest
rooms with views of either the garden, beach, harbor or ocean. If you’re not walking to the beach,
there’s plenty to do at the hotel. Hit up the day spa, swim in both the indoor and outdoor pools, play
tennis or indulge in its luxurious fine dining accommodations. 

 

Where to eat

 

Speaking of restaurants, the Dockside Restaurant is a must visit for foodies. Feast on local, organic
foods while you take in some of the best views of one of the many beautiful harbors in Maine. There’s
also the Central Restaurant & Bar, famous for casual American cuisine with a twist. Head over for







lunch, dinner, or just for small plates, dessert or drinks. 

 

The Union Grill at Union Bluff is another classic restaurant in the area, featuring a delicious upscale
American bistro style menu. Choose from a wealth of delicious local seafood, from lobster ravioli to
grilled Atlantic swordfish and pan-seared haddock, plus other options like filet mignon and rack of
lamb. They have an extensive breakfast menu as well. 

 

What to do

 

During your stay in York Harbor, you’ll want to head over to Cape Neddick Light, the infamous 41-foot
lighthouse dedicated by the U.S. Lighthouse Service that has been in use since 1879. One of the
most classic examples of a lighthouse, Cape Neddick Light is voted number one on the top things to
do in York, Maine, according to TripAdvisor. 

 

Other relaxing activities on your trip can include taking a stroll along Wiggley Bridge Walk or
Fisherman’s Walk, as you take in the stunning views of York River. Once you hit the Stage Neck Inn,
continue straight on to the beach, where you’ll pick up the trail for Cliff Walk. 

 

Of course, what’s a trip to York Harbor without a visit to the beach or filled with water activities? York
Harbor Beach is one of the main beaches in the state, nestled along a rocky shoreline and in close
vicinity of shops and restaurants. You could also relax on the other beaches in the area or take part
in lively water activities. Rent a kayak from Excursions, or bike along the coast of Maine with Harbor
Adventures.

 

If boating is more your style, you can find boating and marine supplies at York Harbor Marine Services
on Harris Island. Take a scenic cruise or head out for some deep sea fishing on the Bigger 'n Better
Sportfishing Charter Boat, Shearwater Charters or Rip Tide Charters. 

 

No matter what you do, where you stay or where you dine, a visit to York Harbor Maine is the recipe
for the perfect escape. Start planning your trip today. 
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Best Vehicles for Summer
The open road and warm weather form a fantastic duo

The warmer weather is here, which can only mean one thing: summer vacation road trips! Whether
you’re going out with friends or with the whole family, having the right vehicle can make all the
difference.

 

2015 Chevrolet Camaro Convertible

What’s better than driving down the highway in an American icon that won’t break the bank? The 2015
Camaro Convertible is the epitome of affordable performance and it starts at an MSRP of $23,705.
Power comes from a 323 hp V6 engine, or an available V8 engine that bumps the power up to 426
horses. For those who demand even more, the Camaro ZL1 uses a supercharged 6.2-liter V8 for a
pavement torching 580 horsepower. A nine-speaker Boston Acoustics audio system, Chevrolet
MyLink and the safety and security of OnStar vehicle telematics are all on hand to keep you
connected. AutoTrader added, "For those interested in big off-the-line acceleration and burnout
potential combined with sharp handling skills and respectable fuel economy, the 2015 Camaro
delivers it all. It almost sounds too good to be true.”

 

2015 Jeep Wrangler

The Jeep Wrangler is among the most recognized vehicles on the road today and its fan base is a
rabid one with good reason. Recent accolades include being named to KBB.com’s “10 Coolest Cars
Under $25,000," who also gave it a “Best Resale Value Award." 

 

Starting at an MSRP of $22,795, the 2015 Wrangler adds even more equipment including an
improved sound system, and a new toolkit to help remove the roof, doors and bumper, making the
Wrangler the ultimate off-road companion. Just think of the memories you’ll make when roads aren’t
your boundary.  If you need more room, the four-door Wrangler Unlimited is also available.  

 

"With roots going all the way back to the Willy’s ‘Jeep’ used during WWII, the iconic Jeep Wrangler is
one of the purest and most capable SUVs on the market today,” according to Left Lane News.

 

2015 Chrysler 300

Sitting in the lap of luxury is
a great way to make any trip
more memorable, and the
300 is a great choice with
stand out design, impressive
performance, solid fuel
efficiency and heaps of
luxury amenities. Aside from
the most powerful V6 engine







the most powerful V6 engine
in its class and an available
V8 engine that pushes over
360 horsepower and nearly
400 lb/ft of torque, the 300 is
available with features like
Poltrona Frau leather, the
Uconnect infotainment
system with the largest
touchscreen in its class and
an incredible 19-speaker
audio system by
harman/kardon. There are
also over 80 safety and
security features. 

 

Cars.com noted, “The 2015 Chrysler 300's attention-grabbing styling, elegant interior and composed
road manners convey an overall classiness that rivals other large sedans."  

 

2015 Kia Sedona

The Sedona is all-new for 2015 and it features a design like nothing else in the segment, sporting a
blend of crossover and minivan. A recent winner of Motor Trend’s “Minivan Big Test” where the
Sedona toppled the Honda Odyssey, Toyota Sienna and Chrysler Town & Country. The Sedona was
also named the 2015 AutoBytel Van/Minivan of the Year. The newest Sedona sports some of the
most impressive features you can find in a minivan including first-class lounge seating, a heated
steering wheel, UVO infotainment system and an Infinity audio system. You’ll also find seating for up
to eight passengers, and up to 142 cubic feet of cargo capacity, so even a cross-country road trip with
the family is attainable.

 

Regardless of what you choose, the right financing is only a phone call away. Or simply stop by and
let us get you on your way to making memories this summer.
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Random Acts of Kindness Ideas
Make someone else’s day — and yours!

They say kindness is contagious. The more nice things you do for others, the more that makes others
prone to do the same. That said, what goes around comes around — performing random acts of
kindness upon others can make you happier, too, over the long haul. 

“People who engage in kind acts become happier over time,” says Sonja Lyubomirsky, Ph.D., a
professor of psychology at the University of California, Riverside. “When you are kind to others, you
feel good as a person—more moral, optimistic and positive.”

 

So, where do you start? Here are some ideas on ways you can make someone’s day that much better
— and yours as well.

Treat the next person in line - Standing in line for your lunch or sitting in a drive-through? Buy
something for the person in line behind you. Knowing that you will make a stranger’s day better can
help you have a better day, too, and likely make them pass on another act of kindness to someone
else. If you’re feeling extra
generous, you can buy
multiple people’s orders. 

 

Volunteer – You can
choose to volunteer at a
food bank, a neighborhood
cleanup, or you can even be
a chaperone on your child’s
trip. No matter where you
choose to volunteer your
time, you’re bound to feel
great, and help others feel
the same for donating your
time to them. In fact,
science proves this to be
true. 

 

“People who volunteer tend
to have higher self-esteem,
psychological well-being,
and happiness,” says Mark
Snyder, a psychologist and
head of the Center for the Study of the Individual and Society at the University of Minnesota. ”All of
these things go up as their feelings of social connectedness goes up, which in reality, it does. It also
improves their health and even their longevity.”

Leave money in random places - For example, place change in the gumball dispenser so the next
person who uses it gets it free. Or tape a dollar or two to the office vending machine with a note







person who uses it gets it free. Or tape a dollar or two to the office vending machine with a note
stating that “The next snack’s on me!” Whoever is next to purchase their snack will no doubt be put in
a better mood, and you’ll feel better knowing you helped someone with just a few bucks and some
creativity.  

Don’t skimp on compliments - It’s the easiest way to brighten someone’s day, and doesn’t cost you
a thing, nor requires a lot of effort. If you can find something to compliment — whether it’s someone’s
outfit, their new haircut, how well their presentation went — then let that person know. Even the
smallest comments of praise can make someone smile, and make you feel better about your own self.

Give thanks - Community life-saving professionals, like police officers and fire fighters, often don’t get
the thanks they deserve. It’s important to take a moment and think about all they’ve done in the past
and present, and tell them how appreciative you are of their work, be it a phone call, letter or email.
These people risk their lives to save others every day, and offering a simple “thanks” can mean all the
difference. In addition, you can also thank your family, friends and other loved ones if they’ve recently
done something you’re grateful for. 

 

Kindness really is contagious after all, so get out there today and make a positive difference. 
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Your Wedding Attire Guide
Clueless about what to wear to a wedding? Help is on the way

It’s officially wedding season! Not only are there tons of decisions that the bride and groom have to
make before their big day, guests often have their fair share of choices to make as well — like what to
wear.

 

Sometimes, figuring out the type of attire to wear to a wedding is the hardest part about the entire the
day. But it’s important not to burden the to-wed couple before their big day.

 

Instead, take a look at their invitation or wedding website, which will likely list the type of wedding
dress code the affair will be — from black tie formal affairs to the casual experiences. But what do all
those terms mean? Find out here:

 

Black Tie
Typically for weddings held
in the evening, black tie is
the second most formal
wedding attire suggestion.

Women: A long cocktail
dress or evening gown. Like
white tie, the dress should
preferably be in a classic,
neutral color such as black,
beige, brown or navy blue.

 

“If you’re attending a
black-tie wedding, it’s
particularly important to go
long and whatever you do,
don’t wear a super short,
leggy cocktail dress,” says
Jamie Miles, TheKnot.com’s
assistant managing editor.
“You don’t want to steal
attention from the bride, or
show too much skin in the
formal photos.”

Men: A tuxedo including a black bow tie, cummerbund and black, patent leather shoes.

White Tie
The most formal of all weddings, white tie attire isn’t common among everyday brides and grooms. In







fact, it’s typically the type of attire worn to state dinners or even the Oscars. However, it’s still
important to know what to wear in case the occasion arises.

Men: A tuxedo including a long black jacket with tails, a white pique vest, a bow tie and optional white
gloves for dancing. Shoes would be formal and black in color.

Women: A long ball gown, preferably in a classic, neutral color such as black, beige, brown or navy
blue. Makeup, hair and jewelry should be glamorous and chic.

Formal/Black Tie Optional
This phrasing means the wedding is slightly more informal than black tie, but the latter’s attire can still
be fitting.

Men: While a tuxedo isn’t required, it’s still appropriate to wear one if you’d like. If not, a formal dark
suit and tie will work just fine.

Women: Options include a long formal dress, a formal cocktail-length dress or even an elegant suit.

 

Beach Formal
Beach weddings get a rep of being casual, so “beach formal” is usually used when the wedding is held
on a beach or beach atmosphere, but is intended to be more formal (think sparkling sand, blue waters
and charming sunsets).

Men: A summer suit with a linen shirt, linen pants or khakis and sandals. Ties are not required.

Women: A summer sundress or maxi dress with sandals or wedges. While dolling up hair and makeup
is perfectly fine, women can also opt to wear their hair naturally, sans makeup.

Casual
While “casual” doesn’t mean it’s appropriate to break out the jeans and tank tops, it is the most
informal of all wedding attire wording.

Men: Dress pants or khakis with a button-down shirt.

Women: A sundress, a casual blouse and skirt, or even nice fabric pants. For shoes, opt for dressy
sandals or wedges.

 

Some other wedding attire rules to keep in mind:

Stay away from white. “Don’t take any chances wearing a white dress (no matter how casual
it is), unless the bride specifically asks guests to wear white,” says Ivy Jacobson, an assistant
editor at TheKnot.com. “Save it for another fabulous summer party!” Women should also avoid
wearing anything close to white, like ivory, beige or champagne.

Keep it PG. Be wary of showing off too much skin. Think of it this way: If you’d wear it to a club,
it’s probably not wedding appropriate.

“[Your outfit] can have one sexy element like a plunging neckline, short hemline, cut out, low
back, or a body con fit, but no more than one,” says Simone Hill, TheKnot.com’s assistant
editor. “It’s a different story if you’re hitting the club, but a wedding is not the club no matter
how low you’re planning to get on the dance floor.”
 
Note the location. While wedding attire wording is the best way to determine what to wear,
you should also take into account where the ceremony is being held for more clues.

“If the ceremony is at a church, you’ll need a pashmina to tone down your barely-there
backless dress,” says Lauren Kay, The Knot’s style editor.  



Follow these helpful suggestions and you’ll look better than ever at your next wedding.
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Green Summer Camps
Sign your kids up for ecological responsibility

Summer camps are great for both kids and their parents. Why not send them to a summer camp that
does all that, as well as teaches them about eco-friendly living? Here are five great camps across
North America that incorporate fun with teaching sustainable living.

 

Plantation Farm Camp (California)

 

This certified green overnight camp is located in Cazadero, on the northern Sonoma County coast.
Established in 1952, this 500-acre co-ed, traditional camp hosts children ages 8 to 17. Campers learn
what it’s like to live on a sustainable farm and how to care for animals, milk cows, tend a garden,
compost and feed pigs. The camp emphasizes living responsibly in an environmental way — using
minimal resources and maximizing time spent outdoors. Plantation Farm also offers similar camps in
the winter and spring at discounted rates. For more information, visit http://plantationcamp.com.

 

Gwynn Valley (North
Carolina)   

 

For kids in kindergarten
through eighth grade, this
320-acre overnight camp in
Brevard has been around
since 1935.

 

“Mary Gwynn created (the)
camp based on the values
of simplicity, acceptance, a
non-competitive program
and an appreciation of the
natural world,” according to
the camp’s website. “These
values are still embraced by
Gwynn Valley today.”

 

Campers gather eggs, grow
popcorn and learn about the
web of life in order to foster
a connection with the land. Not only does Gwynn Valley recycle, compost, use compact fluorescent
lighting and have low-flow shower heads, but they also serve 70 percent homegrown food from its
own farm and heat 70 percent of the camp’s hot water with fallen or dead trees found on the
property. For more information, visit http://www.gwynnvalley.com.

 







 

Eden Village Camp (New York)

 

In Putnam Valley near the Appalachian Trail, you will find Eden Village. This non-profit Jewish
environmental overnight camp for third- to 12th-graders teaches up-to-date sustainable habits. On 248
acres, the camp has a zero-waste goal and serves only organic kosher food, mostly from its farm. It
also runs on solar power and biodiesel. Campers take part in organic farming, wilderness adventures,
natural science and animal care, as well as helping to build and renovate cob ovens, straw bale huts
and rainwater catchment systems. For more information, visit http://edenvillagecamp.org.

 

Camp Kawartha (Ontario, Canada)

 

This environmental education center in Lakefield proves that instilling the importance of green living is
important worldwide. Campers’ sessions focus on creating a caring and motivated youth and inspiring
environmental leadership. The camp offers day and overnight camp for kids ages 5-17, plus more
than 80 curriculum-based programs. The center is home to one of Canada’s most eco-friendly
buildings — it has straw bale and hemp walls, solar power, a wetland water treatment system and a
living roof — and a straw bale solar greenhouse. For more information, visit http://campkawartha.ca.

 

Audubon summer day camps (Nationwide)

 

All across the nation, state chapters of the National Audubon Society host day or overnight camps led
by environmental educators that help kids discover nature and teach them about conservation. 

 

For example, the overnight summer camp at Wildwood in southern New Hampshire gives participants
the chance to explore the environment while gaining a greater respect for nature and our role in
maintaining it. For more information, and to find an Audubon Society near you, visit
http://www.audubon.org.

 

Summer camps are all about getting active outdoors, but not all of them practice environmentalism.
Finding a camp that boasts solar power, green architecture, sustainable farms and organic gardens,
plus teaches future generations is a great way to teach children how to live a green life.
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