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Announcing Arundel Federal's new website
Arundel Federal launches new website with Special Offers

We are excited to announce the launch of our fully redesigned website!  And to celebrate our new look
we are offering website-only specials.

Arundel Federal's New Website Features:

Responsive design - delivers a user-friendly experience on any device including desktop,
laptop, tablet or smartphone
Trusted Security - all customer data is secured using SSL Data Encryption
Ease of use - seamless navigation throughout Arundel Federal's website
Meet our Team - view the profiles of our Leadership Team
6 Branch Locations - information on branch locations, directions, services, hours, holiday
hours and each Branch Manager
Community News - become better acquainted with our commitment to enhancing the quality
of life for those within the footprint of our Maryland branches
Free Calculators - determine loan payments, save for college, reach savings goals and more

Take a tour of the new ArundelFederal.com

"Our primary goal when creating the new website was to ensure that every single one of our current
customers and new visitors felt we created it for them.  Now they can easily access their accounts,
open accounts online, view rates and take care of all their banking needs with improved, responsive
functionality," said Dave Costello, Arundel Federal's President and CEO.

You are invited to join our family by taking advantage of these limited-time promotions.

New Website Special Offers:

$100 Bonus: Get a $100 bonus when you open a new Arundel Federal FreeBee Checking Account
online with new money.  For more details click here.

1.99% APR HELOC: Introductory Home Equity Line of Credit at 1.99% APR for the first six months. 
For more details click here.
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Start saving for your best vacation yet!
Arundel Federal is now offering a Vacation Club Account

Enjoy more of life's adventures!  Whether it's a family vacation, a romantic getaway or a road trip with
friends.  Start planning your vacation today by setting aside money in Arundel Federal's Vacation
Club Account.

It might be overwhelming to think about saving hundreds or thousands of dollars for a getaway, but it
doesn't have be impossible to achieve.  A Vacation Club Account is specifically designed to help
you save for that perfect getaway.  Saving a little each pay day quickly adds up and before you know
it; your journey will be here.

Tips to help save for your vacation:

Know how much your trip will cost.  Add up all travel expenses such as plane tickets, parking,
hotels, gas money, food and activities.
Open an Arundel Federal Vacation Club Account for as little as $10 to help you on your way
to save towards your vacation goals.
Save as much as you want as often as you want with automatic, recurring transfers into your
Vacation Club Account.
Sit back and relax as your vacation fund grows.  Your check will be mailed at the end of the
club term which is May to May and you're allowed one free withdrawal during the club term.

So now is the time to start planning and saving for your trip.  Isn't it time for a new adventure?

You'll appreciate your journey more when it's debt-free thanks to your commitment to saving in an
Arundel Federal Vacation Club Account.

Visit arundelfederal.com to learn more about how to open a Vacation Club Account.

Member FDIC and Equal Housing Lender
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Jobs to Keep You Active During Retirement
Jobs to help you stay active, engaged and earning money as a
retiree

Retirement strips away the stresses of the workaday and replaces them with rest, relaxation,
independence and adventure. While you might think that having unlimited time to do whatever you
please is endlessly appealing, many retirees find they miss the sense of order that working brought to
their lives. If you feel you might need more stability in your golden years, consider the following
options for work in a post-work life.

Go back to school

Schools are always in need of
substitute teachers and aides,
which is an attractive avenue if
you’re looking for something to do
and are feeling the empty nest
blues. Even if you don’t have a
degree in education or experience
in teaching, career expert Alison
Doyle writes for The Balance
Careers that you can still be a
substitute classroom aide or
teacher in many school districts.
Because you will have the option to
accept or decline assignments,
substitute teaching is also a flexible
option. If you prefer to stay out of
the classroom, Doyle notes that
you can work in the office as an
administrator, prepare food in the
cafeteria or, if you have a commercial drivers’ license, drive a bus.

Working as an English instructor overseas is an option that combines your love of teaching with your
desire to travel. According to Jane Bennett Clark, former senior editor for Kiplinger’s Personal
Finance, classroom experience is not required; in some countries and institutions you only need a
college degree to quality, while others may require that you have Teaching English to Speakers of
Other Languages or Teaching English as a Foreign Language certification.

Share hometown pride

If you’re bursting with hometown pride and love talking to new people, you might want to consider
becoming a tour guide. Clark writes that this job may only require passing a test and becoming
licensed by a regional authority; information on requirements for becoming a city tour guide in your
state can be found through the National Federation of Tourist Guide Associations. If you manage to
get this job, the reward is quite great — not only will you meet new people and forge connections with
people from all over the world, but NFTGA Vice President Ellen Malasky suggests that the median
compensation for tour guides is around $40 an hour. 

If your city attracts tourists but doesn’t have much in the way of guided tours, Doyle suggests that you
could parlay your love of meeting new people from all over into a concierge job at a nearby hotel. If
you don’t mind working weekends, you can help visitors determine the best places to eat, visit and
see in your town.

Cater to consumers

Earlier in life, you likely worked a retail or food service job with the goal of eventually moving on to
greener pastures. After you’ve retired, going back to your retail roots is a great way to earn a little bit
of extra cash, interact with people and enjoy a few perks and discounts along the way. Doyle
recommends looking for holiday jobs if you’re not interested in committing to something more
long-term and also suggests delivery services like FedEx and UPS for seasonal employment.



Eleanor Laise, senior editor for Kiplinger’s Retirement Report, also recommends exploring your
possibilities within the gig economy. Laise cites a JPMorgan Chase Institute study that found gig work,
such as driving for Uber or pet-sitting through DogVacay, has become increasingly popular among
seniors in the United States. Airbnb, the service that allows you to rent out spare rooms or property to
travelers, reported that it saw 100 percent growth in hosts aged 60 and older over a 12-month period.

If you feel that you have your retirement all laid out, punch out for the last time and don’t look back. If
you feel that you need to use your time more meaningfully and bolster your spending cash a bit in the
process, these and other post-retirement jobs should do the trick.  
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6 Ways to Improve Your Credit Score
Practical steps to enhance the health of your finances

Credit scores are a sensitive topic for many people. The National Foundation for Credit Counseling
performed a survey which indicated that more people would be more embarrassed to admit their credit
scores than their weight (30 percent vs. 12 percent).

Having a healthy credit score is necessary if you wish to apply for loans to help finance big-ticket
expenses such as a house or a higher education. According to Pat Curry, contributor with Bankrate,
your credit score determines the interest rate the lender will charge you for the money that you
borrow. The higher your credit score, the better your loan terms will be and the less interest you’ll
have to pay.

If your credit score needs a boost, don’t despair. Here are six practical strategies to increase it.

Fix errors

According to Curtis Arnold,
contributor with Forbes, the first
step to improving your score is to
dispute errors on your credit report.
These errors could be late
payments that you actually paid on
time or accounts that aren’t yours.
It could also be a debt that is
shown as “outstanding” when
you’ve paid it off. Make sure to
scan your report for old debts that
shouldn’t be on the report. As
Curry explains, “Negatives are
supposed to be deleted after seven
years, with the exception of
bankruptcies, which can stay for as
long as 10 years.”

Pay down your credit card
balances

Next, work on paying off your balances on the credit cards you own. Start with the cards with the
highest utilization, as Bev O’Shea, contributor with Nerdwallet, advises. It can take just two months of
paying down your credit balances to boost your credit score enough to attain the next tier of loan
pricing, according to Curry.

Under-use your credit cards

It’s also wise to use the credit cards you do have sparingly, as Arnold states. How often you use your
credit card and the portion of your credit line that you’re using impact your credit score. Credit bureaus
calculate your credit score based largely on your “credit utilization ratio” (i.e. how much of your
available line of credit that you’re using). Aim for a credit utilization ratio of 20 percent or less, as
Elyssa Kirkham, contributor with Student Loan Hero, recommends.

Increase your credit limit

Another practical step is to raise your credit limit. “The higher [your credit limit] is, the lower any
balance you carry will be in comparison,” as Kirkham points out. Be cautious about increasing your
credit limit, though. It only works if you are disciplined enough to refrain from maxing out this more
expansive line of credit that you’ve initiated.

Resolve past due bills

Per O’Shea, payment history is one of the largest factors that impacts your credit score. If you have
any past due bills, it’s important to resolve them. Call the creditor, pay the amount you owe them, then
ask them to rescind any reported delinquencies so they’re eliminated from your credit reports.



Set up auto pay

Make use of contemporary resources, like automated payment settings, to help ensure that you
consistently pay bills on time. This feature is especially useful if you have multiple payments you’re in
charge of, such as utilities, school loans, car payments, child care and mortgage payments.

By implementing these positive changes to your finances, you’ll be on your way to elevating your
credit score to the level you need to secure loans with better rates.
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4 Ways to Pay Off Your Mortgage Quicker
Save thousands by paying off your mortgage early

Mortgage payments can be a major drain on your budget. Paying off the minimum amount each
month can be helpful in the short term, but the extra interest and duration of the loan can make a
significant dent in your long term spending power. Fortunately, there are a few simple ways to pay off
your mortgage quicker and finally free your budget.

Make an extra payment each year

You can use the length of a
mortgage to your advantage by
making one extra payment each
year. This allows you to save
thousands in interest and shave
years off of your loan without hitting
your finances too strongly. “Let’s
say you do this starting the first
month after getting a 30-year
mortgage for $200,000 at 4.5
percent. That would save you more
than $27,000 in interest, and you
would pay off the mortgage four
years and three months earlier,”
writes personal finance expert
Dana Dratch, in a March 2018
article for Bankrate.com.

Saving extra money throughout the
year and spending it on an extra mortgage payment all at once can cause a hit to your finances. Avoid
this by making biweekly half-payments instead of one payment per month. You’ll end up making 26
half-payments throughout the year, equivalent to the value of 13 monthly payments. “Most people
default into making one mortgage payment per month. But if you pay half of your mortgage every two
weeks, you’re effectively making one extra month’s payment per year — without really ‘feeling’ it,”
says Paula Plant, an award-winning real estate expert, in a June 2017 article for TheBalance.com.

Consider refinancing

Another solution involves refinancing to a shorter-term mortgage, which usually have lower interest
rates. To determine whether this will benefit you in the long term, you will need to calculate whether
the money saved is enough to balance against the administrative fees and closing costs involved with
processing a new loan — which could add up to a few thousand dollars. “A refinance carries closing
costs,” Dratch warns. “And a quicker payoff means higher monthly payments. You’re locked in if you
decide that you don’t have the extra money one month to put toward the mortgage.”

If you can handle the higher payments, you can save tens of thousands of dollars in the long term.
Dratch adds to remember, “unless the new interest rate is lower than the old rate, there’s no point in
refinancing.”

Apply unexpected money toward your mortgage

Plant asks, “Have you ever received ‘surprise’ money such as a bonus, commission, tax refund or
inheritance?” Most people would spend that money on short-term purchases, like nice dinners or a
new car, depending on the amount received. Both Plant and Dratch, on the other hand, advise
applying that unexpected money toward your mortgage. “Let’s say you got a 30-year fixed-rate
mortgage for $200,000 at 4.5 percent,” Dratch says. “Then, five years later, you can pay an extra
$10,000 in a lump sum. Doing so pays off the mortgage two years and four months earlier, and saves
more than $19,000 in interest.”

The upside of using this method is you were not expecting or counting on the money. Therefore, you
won’t need the extra money to continue as you were, allowing you to apply it to your mortgage without
feeling a financial hit.



“The downside to this approach is that it’s hard to predict the mortgage payoff date,” Dratch adds. If
you do plan to go down that route, Plant says it’s important to check with your lender to ensure your
contribution applies toward the principal and not the interest.

There are many ways to pay off your mortgage quicker. Just remember that while some solutions
involve taking a short-term hit in savings, you’ll get that money back in saved costs and interest in the
long term. No matter what you choose, make sure to speak to an expert at your financial institution
about your options.
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Security Tips for Mobile Banking
Enjoy the convenience of online banking while keeping your
finances safe

Mobile banking apps might save you a trip to your bank, but you should be aware they also come with
innate security risks. Here are some practical steps you can take to protect your personal information
and finances from criminals.

Avoid public Wi-Fi

According to Amy Fontinelle with
Investopedia, never log in to your
bank account via a public Wi-Fi
network. While the “HTTPS” in
front of a website URL offers some
protection against hackers, there’s
always the risk of someone
obtaining your banking information
through the public network. The
only exception should be if you log
in to your mobile banking account
via a virtual private network or by
using your cell phone’s network.

Be cautious about new apps

While new apps you download to
your phone might be delightfully
diverting, they can also pose a
security risk when it comes to online banking. As Stacey Bradford, contributor with CBS News, warns,
apps are “one of the easiest ways a thief can access your personal information.” Besides tapping into
your personal info, thieves can also infect your phone with malware once you download the app.
Before you download any new app, Bradford advises you make sure the app was released six months
ago or longer, and that it’s been reviewed by credible sources.

Don’t follow links

Another helpful strategy is to always access mobile banking by typing in your bank’s website URL,
rather than clicking on a link from an email. Sam Abraham, contributor with Business Today, points
out a bank’s URL will change from “HTTP” to “HTTPS” to indicate a secure connection. In addition,
make sure that a locked padlock or unbroken key symbol appears in the browser window; this shows
the site you’re on is encrypted, as any legitimate mobile banking page should be.

Guard your passwords

Avoid writing down or emailing yourself your banking login credentials. As Fontinelle cautions, if you
email yourself login credentials, all it takes is just one criminal to hijack your email account to obtain
this personal data. If you have trouble remembering your passwords, use a credible password
manager like Dashlane or LastPass to keep all of your passwords organized in a secure system.  

Cache cleaning

Another threat to online banking security has to do with your browser’s cache. Since browsers keep a
history of pages you’ve viewed — in case you want to visit a recently viewed page again — a criminal
can easily crack into the cache to extract personal information. Abraham advises you regularly clean
your cache to avoid this type of information breach.

Remote access

Another practical way to enhance your mobile banking security is to make sure you can easily locate
your phone if it gets lost. A lost phone could get into the hands of the wrong person — and so can
your mobile banking information, especially if you allow automatic login options on your phone. To
avoid this scenario, Bradford recommends investing in a security service for your phone. Lookout is a



great service for Windows Mobile, Android and BlackBerry devices. If you have an iPhone, check into
the comparable service offered by MobileMe.

By applying these sensible strategies, you’re well on your way to protecting your personal information
and financial accounts while managing your money online.
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Pool Safety Rules Every Homeowner Should
Implement
Safely enjoy your personal pool with these helpful guidelines

Having a pool is a great opportunity to cool off in warmer weather, but it also poses some health and
safety risks. To help everyone stay safe, inform your family and friends of these pool rules before you
let anyone swim in your pool.

Use a pool barrier

According to InterNACHI
(International Association of
Certified Home Inspectors), the top
of a pool barrier should be at least
48 inches above ground level when
measured from the outside of the
barrier. This is your primary
defense in keeping young children
at a safe distance from the pool
opening.

Be careful when using floating
chlorine dispensers 

Avoid using chlorine dispensers
that look like toys. With so many
different types of floating toys on
the market today, it’s all too easy
for a child to mistake a chlorine
dispenser for one.

The buddy system

Never swim alone in your swimming pool, as Blue Haven Pools & Spas advises. While it might be
tempting to float or swim solo to enjoy the peace and quiet, your safety could depend on another
individual being nearby. Have someone else in the water with you or at least nearby on the deck area
of the pool.

Use extra caution with young swimmers

Make sure that a child can swim before they enter the pool without a flotation device or swim vest. As
the National Drowning Prevention Alliance (NDPA) warns, “never leave a child unattended near water
in a pool, tub, bucket or ocean.” Nothing can substitute adult supervision when it comes to keeping
young swimmers safe in and around the pool. The NDPA also recommends designating one adult as
a “water watcher” to constantly supervise children while they’re in the water.

Keep safety tools at hand

The NDPA also stated that you should have a shepherd’s hook, lifesaver and CPR instructions near
your pool in the event of an accident. It’s also wise to keep a landline phone or cell phone
permanently stored by your pool in case you need to call 911.

Know CPR 

Any pool owner should get CPR-certified to make sure they’re prepared to keep their family and
friends safe while using the pool. Contact the Red Cross to find a training program in your area.

Walk slowly around the pool deck

It might be a no-brainer, but don’t run around the deck of your pool. It’s far too easy to slip on the wet
surface if you’re going at a fast pace rather than a cautious, slow one.

Get a pool cover



The NDPA recommends using a pool cover whenever you’re not using your pool. This will act as a
protective barrier to prevent family members or visitors from falling in and possibly drowning if they
accidentally get too near the pool.

Don’t roughhouse in the water

Discourage children and guests from playing roughly in the pool, as Blue Haven Pools & Spas states.
Avoid any games that involve dunking yourself or another person under the water or holding your
breath for a long period.

Keep the pool area tidy

Store toys safely in a pool closet or other area inside of your home when not in use, per the NDPA.
Toys left in the pool can easily attract small children who might forget that the toy is in the water and
fall into the pool while trying to obtain it.  

Protect your poolside and keep swimmers safe when they take a dip by establishing and following
these practical suggestions.
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6 Books That Celebrate Summer
Immerse yourself in a novel under the summer sun

Whether you’re lying in a hammock in your back yard or lounging by the beach, summer is the perfect
time to read a new book — especially one whose story takes place in summer. Begin the season with
a heart-warming book that pays homage to the warming temperatures. Here is a selection of titles
celebrating summer and all the romance, enlightenment and life lessons it brings.

“Call Me by Your Name”

A title made popular by the 2017
award-winning film adaptation
starring Timothée Chalamet and
Armie Hammer, “Call Me by Your
Name” by André Aciman earned a
Lambda Literary Award, which
honors LGBT literature. The main
character, 17-year old Elio,
becomes enraptured by Oliver, a
doctoral student Elio’s family is
hosting in their summer home in
Italy. “Call Me by Your Name”
depicts the sweet, exhilarating, and
heartbreaking coming-of-age
journey of a young man set in the
summer of 1987.

“That Summer”

“That Summer” is the first of over a dozen young adult fiction novels Sarah Dessen has written over
the years.  This book examines a season in the life of 15-year-old Haven, who’s struggling to come to
terms with changes in her family, tension with her best friend and the shattered illusion of her perfect
childhood. The story demonstrates how summer is a time of growth, as well as a transitional season of
moving on from the past and embracing the future.

“Trueluck Summer”

Step back in time to the summer of 1964, where racial tensions are as heated as the Charleston,
South Carolina, temperatures. Bestselling author Susan Gabriel introduces you to Ida Trueluck in her
book “Trueluck Summer.” A widow who just lost her husband of 40 years, Ida finds solace in her
granddaughter Trudy, who aims to remove the Confederate flag from atop the state house. This
heartwarming historical fiction set in the South demonstrates the power of love to reach across all
divides.

“This One Summer”

The images of the season come alive in Mariko Tamaki’s Eisner Award-winning graphic novel “This
One Summer.” Best friends Rose and Windy hang out every summer in the Canadian town of Awago.
This particular year, they begin discovering their feelings for boys and realize the hardships that come
with adulthood. Despite being set in the summertime, Jillian Tamaki's artwork is done in all shades of
blue, which perfectly complements the novel’s contemplation of entering adolescence and facing adult
issues.

“Secrets of the Cicada Summer”

A suspenseful, immersive adventure aimed at children ages 8-12, but enjoyable for anyone, Andrea
Beaty’s “Secrets of the Cicada Summer” follows Nancy Drew-enthusiast, Lily. This summer, she’s
suspicious of newcomer Tinny Bridges, who’s stirring up trouble around town. When Tinny goes
missing, it’s up to Lily to find him. This delightful mystery pays homage to Nancy Drew and other
classic sleuths.

“The House Takes a Vacation”

If you want a fun, summer-themed book to read to your children, you have plenty of options, and “The



If you want a fun, summer-themed book to read to your children, you have plenty of options, and “The
House Takes a Vacation” by Jacqueline Davies is one that many families enjoy. Families take
vacations every summer, but the houses left behind never get to take vacations — except for this
one.  This charming picture book, filled with puns and wit that adults will appreciate too, tells the
wacky tale of a house that decides to pick up and head on vacation, and what the family left behind
has to learn as a lesson.

Summers are all about adventure, new romances, soul-searching and growing up. Begin your
summer journey in the pages of any of these books, no matter your age.
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The Future of Electric Vehicles
Where are electric cars driving us?

Electric vehicles have become a hot topic in recent years as the technology has gained traction
among mainstream automakers. As such, the technology is far too young for experts to speak with
certainty to its eventual destiny. However, as many brands have promised to release new electric
vehicles onto the roads, the topic does warrant some speculation.

Battery technology

Currently, the foremost type of
electric vehicle battery is the
lithium-ion battery. Using this
technology, however, the furthest
range that a mass-market electric
vehicle has reached is around 300
miles of mixed city/highway driving
on a single charge.  To achieve this
distance, the battery is quite huge
and heavy.

Consequently, many companies
and startups have been working
feverishly on both new battery
technology and improvements to
existing battery systems. The Wall
Street Journal observed that
several startup companies are
investigating replacing the graphite
anodes in current lithium-ion batteries with silicon, and also reported in July 2017 that Toyota was
close to producing new, solid-state car batteries. Most new battery technologies promise at least
improved electricity storage, and many also add faster charging times.

Infrastructure

Charging infrastructure is one of the largest obstacles to the expansion of electric vehicle adoption.
However, if plans already in the works come to fruition, this will no longer be the case.

Most prominently, in November 2016, the White House announced that the U.S. Department of
Transportation would be creating 48 electric vehicle charging corridors along major national highways.
Relying on collaboration with local organizations and governments, this web will cover almost 25,000
miles and 35 states, with car charging stations every 50 miles.

On the other hand, there is the matter of home charging stations, which is how most electric vehicle
owners charge their cars on a daily basis. While this is highly convenient for the vehicle owner, it
could pose a problem in the near future for suppliers of electricity. The current electrical grid isn’t
equipped to handle a population with a large number of cars drawing power.

In spite of this problem, NPR reports that several utility companies are encouraging electric vehicle
sales and adoption, with an eye to boosting recently stagnant electricity demand.

Clearing the air

Ultimately, electric vehicles joining the roadways and replacing some of the internal-combustion
vehicles is expected to contribute to cleaner air. For this reason, countries such as England and China
have announced a future wholesale ban on gas and diesel vehicles, while states like California have
actively encouraged electric vehicle adoption.

This does raise concerns that electric vehicle adoption could simply shift air pollution generation from
the roadway to the power plant. However, studies by the Union of Concerned Scientists have shown
that even when factoring in the emissions by power plants, electric cars produce vastly less pollution.
The quickly rising number of more efficient natural gas power plants and renewable energy sources,
like wind turbines and solar panels, render that concern even less credible every day.



Above all, the future of electric vehicles has many avenues it can take; hopefully moving toward
bigger and better cars with more convenient charging, and resulting in cleaner air for everyone.
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