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Why You Should Treat Your Savings like a Bill
How it helps to budget for your savings

The ‘pay-yourself-first’ strategy is a popular tactic for personal saving; but there is a similar way to
describe this same school of thought that is even more effective: Treating your savings like a bill.

A myriad of personal finance
experts, bloggers and real-life
success stories have come forward
to vouch for this method of savings.

"When you create your monthly
budget, add your savings and
investments as a line item and pay
them along with your regular bills,"
advise award-winning personal
finance bloggers Holly and Greg
Johnson in an MSN Money article
via GOBankingRates.com. "This
strategy allows you to 'pay yourself
first' while also encouraging the
idea that your personal savings
should be a priority right up there
with your mortgage."

Priorities, by principle, are not often
ignored, says Brian Fourman,
another award-winning blogger.

"So many things vie for our hard-earned dollars that it's easy to neglect setting something aside for
savings," Fourman said to GOBankingRates. "In our monthly budget, my wife and I classify savings
as an expense. We put it at the top of the expense categories so it's the first thing we see, thus
becoming the first thing we end up doing with our paychecks."

When paying bills, many people opt to utilize online auto-pay functions, another method to consider
when treating savings like a bill. Nancy Mann Jackson, editor of Bankrate.com, advises setting up an
automatic monthly transfer, just as you would with the electric bill or fitness club membership, to
ensure the money is saved each month and creating an air of forced savings via the bill pay-like
transaction. According to award-winning personal finance author Valerie Rind, you can even take the
“pay yourself first” notion to the next level by automating your paychecks and direct depositing your
specified savings amount right into the savings account.

Finally, once you pay a bill, that money is never coming back; it can never be used again for any other
expense. Your savings account funds should have that same lack of liquidity.

“Putting money in your savings account first can help get your psychology working in favor of saving
over spending. If you direct deposit to savings and then have your bank transfer a lower allowance to
your checking account to spend, your brain works hard to not touch that savings, said Joe Saul-Sehy,
creator of StackingBenjamins.com and winner of the Best Personal Finance Podcast.

So whether you subscribe to the notion of paying yourself first or treating your savings like a bill, one
thing is for certain: when done dutifully, your nest egg or emergency fund will be filling up fast.
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Own the Summer
Melt away paying bills the old fashion way

Paying bills can be $5,000 sweeter when you use Arundel Federal's Bill Pay.

Starting July 1, 2017 you'll have a chance to win cash prizes.  All you have to do is pay your bills or
setup new bills through Arundel Federal's Online Bill Pay in the months of July and August and you
will automatically be entered to win.  Cash prizes will be awarded for the months of July and August
2017 in the amounts of $5,000 and $2,500. 

So don't miss out on your chance to win cash for the summer!

For full details of the Own the Summer Sweepstakes visit ArundelFederal.com or one of our six
branch locations July 1st - August 31st.  
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Community Resource Festival 
Connecting with our community

The streets of Brooklyn were recently filled with people of all ages coming together at the first-ever
Community Resource Festival in the Brooklyn area of Baltimore City on May 20, 2017.

Arundel Federal's Lisa Hart, co-organizer of the event, coordinated with more than 15 organizations
bringing awareness of the many services available to the residents of Cherry Hill, Brooklyn, Brooklyn
Park and the Curtis Bay communities. Per Lisa, "Arundel Federal is the only staffed bank left in the
area; this is where Arundel Federal was founded in 1906 and has remained a vital part of the
neighborhood ever since. Working in this area daily, we knew that we needed to do something to help
our neighbors."

In addition to Lisa, Arundel Federal co-workers Debi Barth, Brooklyn Branch Manager and Brian
Monterroso, Human Resources Assistant were on hand to interact with the community, to distribute
resource information and work alongside other organizations to make it a great event. Brian was also
available as an interpreter for our Spanish speaking community.

Along with games and activities for the kids, the event offered good sound information along with
health screenings, financial resources and outreach programs available through the organizations that
were present. 

Arundel Federal will be at The Well on June 24th from 5pm - 7pm for their Family Fun Day located at
4710 Pennington Ave., Baltimore, MD 21226. All are welcome!







A special "Thank You" to all the organizations who have made this day possible.

AARP 

Baltimore City Housing, 

BGE

Brooklyn community UMC

Chesapeake Arts Center

Chesapeake Center for Youth Development

Enoch Free Library Jobs Mobile

Family Health Centers of Baltimore

Greater Baybrook Alliance



Habitat for Humanity

MD WIC Program

MD Department of Human Resources

Nova Care

Safe Streets/Cherry Hill

South Baltimore Network

Southern Community Action Partnership

St. Athanasius

St. Rose of Lima

St. John LC

St. Paul’s LC

The Transformation Center

The Well
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March of Dimes
It's all about the Babies

Here at Arundel Federal we believe in giving babies a fighting chance and fully support the March for
Babies fundraising walks. We decorate our branches with fun posters, pretty babies and provide
information on the March of Dimes.  This year's walk took place on Sunday, May 7th in Canton,
Baltimore.  Our walk was a huge success with the staff of Arundel Federal raising more than $9,000.00.

Leading Team Arundel Federal for more than 10 years, Sue Corbin, Severna Park Branch, is amazed
at each and every year of success stating "We have the most giving customer, when asked to donate
for our cause; they always give with a smile.  Some have had premature babies or have had
grandchildren born premature so they know the struggle families face when caring for ill babies."

Arundel Federal has been honored by the March of Dimes over the last 5 years for being among the
top 10 companies in total donations.  A BIG thanks to everyone at Arundel Federal, our Board
Members and our terrific customers that make our walk such a success each and every year. 

In the past 10 years we have raised over $108,392.  WOW!!  GO TEAM ARUNDEL FEDERAL!
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Common Questions About Managing Your IRA
What you need to know to set yourself up for retirement

If you are planning for retirement, there is a good chance that you either have an Individual
Retirement Account, better known as an IRA, or have toyed with the idea of starting one. If you intend
to spend the golden years of your life enjoying yourself, opening an IRA is a great way to get there.
Once you have your IRA, properly managing it is every bit as essential.

Starting out: Traditional or Roth
IRA?

There are different, distinct
advantages to opening and
managing either a traditional or
Roth IRA that may ultimately
determine which is better for you.
Writing for CNBC, Robert Cirrotti,
Managing Director for Pershing, a
BNY Mellon company, and Head of
Retirement Solutions, notes that a
Roth IRA offers the advantage of
tax- and penalty-free earnings
distribution upon retirement. While
traditional IRAs earn tax deductions
for contributions under certain
conditions, taxes must be paid
upon withdrawal of investments. If
converting your traditional IRA to a
Roth IRA seems appealing, Cirrotti
notes that the removal of income limitations now makes it possible for anyone with a traditional IRA or
other employer-sponsored retirement plans to make a Roth conversion. A Roth conversion makes the
most sense if you do not anticipate needing funds for at least five years, expect to be in the same tax
bracket or higher during retirement, are able to pay conversion taxes using another source of liquid
cash or are able to see a scenario where you might transfer your retirement to an heir.

What is asset allocation?

According to Arielle O’Shea, investing writer for NerdWallet, Inc., asset allocation “is simply how your
money is divided among different types of investments. Big picture, that means stocks, bonds and
cash; little picture, it gets into specifics like large-cap stocks versus small-cap stocks, corporate bonds
versus municipal bonds, and so on.”

O’Shea cites an example where 60 percent of $10,000 invested in an IRA is in stock funds and the
other 40 percent is in bond funds, making for a 60/40 asset allocation. This would entail having a
majority of your investments tied up in stocks, which provide greater reward over time but pose the
most risk. Bonds and other fixed-income investments, on the other hand, are considered safer and
provide balance.

As such, determining the asset allocation with which you are comfortable is ultimately a matter of
personal discretion. Marc Davis, journalist with Investopedia, suggests routinely re-balancing your
portfolio with market fluctuations in order to maintain your preferred allocation ratio.

When to start?

Davis writes that investing early is particularly advantageous if you do not have “burdensome financial
obligations” such as children and a mortgage. Having fewer responsibilities will allow investors to be
somewhat more cavalier when setting an asset allocation, making higher-risk, bigger-yield stocks
more appealing.

Davis concocts a hypothetical example where investing $200 a month from the age of 25 on with an
annual return of 7 percent would net a nest egg of $525,000 by the age of 65, while investing the
same amount with the same annual return from 35 on would result in about $244,000 by 65.







Regardless of what questions, concerns and fears you may have, there is a financial professional who
has heard them all. Do not feel as if you are ever forced to travel the path to retirement alone; seek
the advice of the experts whenever and wherever possible.
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Useful Apps for Managing Your Expenses
Using your smartphone to be smarter about budgeting

Creating and sticking to a budget is essential if you want to get out of debt and achieve financial
security, but it’s easier said than done. The proper amount of money to spend on various expenses
can be difficult to calculate, and summoning the willpower required to stay true to those set amounts
can prove even harder. Fortunately, there are many apps designed to keep you honest—and in the
black. Here are some of the best apps available for managing your finances.

Mint

The most popular app for managing
your money is Mint, a free app from
Intuit, the company behind
TurboTax and QuickBooks. Mint
allows users to connect all of their
bank and credit card accounts, as
well as their monthly bill
statements, into one convenient,
all-in-one application for managing
spending. Bill payment reminders,
specific advice based on your
unique spending habits and free
credit scores are among the other
services that Mint has to offer.

YNAB

You Need a Budget, or YNAB for
short, doesn’t just document your
spending—it seeks to actively improve your purchasing habits and behaviors. For $5 a month or $50
per year, this app is best for those struggling to escape from the burden of debt. In addition to
designing a budget that will help you achieve solvency, YNAB also provides helpful advice and
community support in the form of an online forum made up of others suffering from the constraints of
living paycheck to paycheck.

Level Money

Many consumers get into the bad habit of checking their bank account, seeing a healthy balance and
then spending with carefree abandon. But there’s a difference between how much you can spend and
how much you should spend, and Level Money is designed to illustrate that divide. This free app
factors in essential monthly costs like rent, utilities and grocery bills to show the “spendable” amount
of money in your bank account. You can also program it to take into account your saving goals, which
helps you better prepare for the future.

Digit

When managing your expenses, it can be hard to remember to save money; fortunately, Digit does it
for you. This free app makes an analysis of your spending and income and then automatically takes
small amounts from your checking account, often anywhere from $5 to $50, and banks them in an
account managed by the company. The app is fee-free and comes with a no-overdraft guarantee, so
there is little risk involved. No interest is earned on your savings, since Digit is not a bank, but there is
a “Savings Bonus” of five cents for every $100 saved over a three-month period.

Whether you are racked by debt and searching for a way out or simply looking for a convenient way to
keep track of expenses and improve your saving habits, there are many free and affordable apps that
can have a positive impact on your finances.
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Mobile Wallets: Moving Shopping Into the Future
A more secure and convenient way to make payments

These days, most transactions don’t involve physical money, so why should they involve physical
wallets? Thanks to new technologies like Samsung Pay, Android Pay (formerly Google Wallet) and
Apple Pay, you can now use your smartphone to securely make transactions without ever having to
take out your credit card.

According to the latest survey data from market research firm CMB, only about 15 percent of
smartphone users actually utilize these technologies to pay for purchases, but usage nearly doubled
from 2013 to 2015 and will likely continue to rise over the next few years as the benefits of mobile
wallets are better understood.

If you are not sold on the idea of joining the new trend, here’s why you may want to reconsider:

Ease of use

A mobile wallet is an app that can
be installed on a smartphone, or
may even come pre-installed.
Investopedia explains how they
work: “Once the app is installed
and the user inputs his payment
information, the wallet stores this
information by linking a personal
identification format like a number
or key, QR code or an image of the
owner to each card that is stored.”

You may also have to contact your
financial institution to allow the
mobile wallet app to use the
payment card. Once everything is
set up, the mobile app uses a
radio-based technology called
Near-Field Communication (NFC)
that communicates with the merchant’s point-of-service terminal. In other words, you only need to
wave or hold your device over a store’s reader to make a payment.

Security

Because mobile wallets use encrypted payment codes and never actually transmit your account
number, they are much safer to use than credit cards. In addition, paying with a mobile wallet requires
your fingerprint or personal identification number, so even if a thief managed to get their hands on your
smartphone, they would have a much harder time spending your money than if they had stolen your
credit card.

“Even if a thief bypassed all the security, the risk to you is low,” Jeff Blyskal writes in an October 2016
article for Consumer Reports. “Mobile wallets usually require an underlying credit or debit card to fund
transactions, and those cards limit your liability for erroneous or fraudulent charges to little or nothing.”

Convenience and incentives

Mobile wallets can be used for more than just emulating credit and debit cards. “In addition to payment
cards, the mobile wallet can also be used as a storage device for driver’s license, Social Security
Number, health information cards, loyalty cards, hotel key cards and bus or train tickets,” Investopedia
explains.

Thanks to mobile wallets, you can carry hundreds of rewards cards virtually, making it easier to keep
track of the ones you own and to remember to use them. You can even use mobile wallets to make
online payments, removing the need to tediously enter dozens of digits for each transaction.

You can also save money with various reward programs. For example, Android Pay offers rewards for







using the app at selected partners, while Samsung Pay offers a tiered rewards system based on how
many monthly purchases you make with it.

Widespread adoption

So far, the main obstacles faced by mobile wallets are the different payment methods. While almost all
modern smartphones will support Samsung Pay, Android Pay, Apple Pay or a combination of these,
all three of these apps may not necessarily work at all retailers.

“Samsung Pay can be used at more than 10 million U.S. stores, Apple Pay at more than 3 million
stores, and Android Pay at more than 1 million stores,” Blyskal says. “The numbers will grow as
retailers upgrade their payment card readers.”

Being able to use Samsung Pay at more than 10 million stores easily makes it the most attractive of
all the mobile wallets, but you have to own a Samsung smartphone to use it. The upside is that it
works everywhere: according to Ethan Wolff-Mann in an October 2015 article for the Time’s Money,
“[Samsung Pay] works everywhere, since it can mimic a magnetic strip if NFC technology is
unavailable; retailers don’t get your credit card info.”

This doesn’t mean that Samsung will continue to be the best option for smartphone owners interested
in mobile wallets, as both Google and Apple are strongly invested in using this technology to sell
smartphones and will continue to implement rewards for using them. Furthermore, using a mobile
wallet speeds up transaction times, which gives retailers extra incentive to adopt NFC-capable card
readers.

For the time being, mobile wallet adoption across retailers may still not be good enough to leave your
credit card at home. In the future, however, it’s very likely you’ll never need to go out shopping with
more than just your smartphone.
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Safe Practices for Mobile Banking
How to bank safely on your smartphone

Technology has made the everyday hassles of life easier, whether it be ordering groceries online and
having them delivered to your doorstep or navigating to a destination you have never visited before.

One of the biggest areas where
technology has bred convenience
is in terms of banking and
budgeting. Mobile banking apps
make it easy to check balances,
monitor activity and make transfers
without ever having to step foot in
the lobby of your local bank or
credit union. But with public
concerns over cyber security and
identity theft on the rise, the
expediency of mobile banking also
inspires questions with regard to
safety.

According to Niles Howard, editor
at Bankrate.com, a study from
Javelin Strategy & Research found
that the fear of lackluster security
remains the most prevalent
concern of potential mobile banking
users. But as Howard notes, there is less cause for concern than you might think.

“The good news is that the fear [of a lack of security in mobile banking] is so far worse than the reality,
thanks in part to the financial industry’s heavy investment in security technology,” Howard writes,
noting that several institutions cover 100 percent of a customer’s mobile fraud losses.

To keep your money extra secure, there are measures that can be taken to reduce your risk of
becoming a victim of fraud, starting with ensuring that your phone itself is inaccessible to someone
who might try to physically unlock it. Some of the steps that you can take to protect your phone from
being opened by an unwanted party include setting your phone to automatically lock or time out after
going unused for a period of time, setting up touch identification where applicable and maintaining a
strong unlock password or PIN.

Mobile banking security is also dependent on the security of your online account. Nerdwallet.com
contributor Margarette Burnette recommends that your online banking password uses “combinations
that are difficult to guess, such as a mix of upper- and lowercase letters, numbers and symbols,” and
that you make it a point to change your password in regular intervals. If your mobile banking app
provides fingerprint verification, this would also serve the purpose of concealing your password
whenever using mobile banking in front of others.

With regards to using mobile banking on the go, financial writer for NerdWallet Steve Nicastro advises
against using public Wi-Fi networks to access an app. Nicastro cites the Federal Trade Commission,
which notes that mobile apps are less secure because they lack visible indicators of connection
privacy. Greg Kraynak, chief executive of Cellhire, indicates that cyber criminals could set up free
Wi-Fi hotspots for the express purpose of stealing your information. As such, if you are banking on the
go, avoid using any public internet connections or instead use your banking institution’s mobile
website.

As long as you take the appropriate level of precaution, mobile banking is a great convenience that
can help make your life easier. Be vigilant with your money and smart about the ways that you protect
your identity, and you should have little to fear.
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Best Vehicles for a Family of Five
These vehicles are perfect for every situation

For a family of five, there are plenty of great automotive choices. Here is a list of some of the best:

Nissan Murano: The 2017.5 Murano hits all the right notes with design, performance, utility and
amenities, so it should come as no surprise that it was named a “2017 Best 2-Row SUV for the
Money” from US News. Starting at an MSRP of $29,770, the Murano is available in S, SV, SL,
Platinum and a striking Midnight Edition. Regardless of which you choose, it’s powered by a 3.5-liter
V6 engine that makes 260 hp and 240 lb/ft of torque with fuel economy rated up to 28 mpg highway.
You can also add the all-weather traction and capability of an Intuitive All-Wheel Drive system. Cargo
capacity tops out at nearly 70 cubic
feet. Some of the highli ghts you’ll
find in the Murano are signature
LED lighting, a power panoramic
moonroof, Zero Gravity seats, and
a Navigation system with eight-inch
touchscreen.

Edmunds says the Murano “is a
pleasant and versatile
five-passenger midsize crossover
with ample room for all
passengers. It is a smart choice if
you want an upscale, V6-powered
crossover without having to pay a
premium for a luxury brand.”

Honda Accord: The Accord is one
of those vehicles that you’ll never
regret buying, and there’s a reason
it made an appearance on Car and
Driver’s prestigious “10Best” list more than 30 times. It would be fair to say that no other vehicle can
match the Accord’s blend of sophistication, reliability, safety and value. There are two available
engines–a 2.4-liter four-cylinder that makes up to 189 hp and 36 mpg highway, or a potent 3.5-liter V6
that produces 278 hp while still returning an impressive 33 mpg highway. Even the base model is
available with the Honda Sensing system that adds Adaptive Cruise Control, a Road Departure
Mitigation System Lane Keeping Assist System and Collision Mitigations Braking System. The 2017
Accord Sedan earned both a 5-Star Overall rating from the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration and a Top Safety Pick+ designation from the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety.

Kelley Blue Book adds “the 2017 Accord remains a highly recommendable car even as rivals clamor
for its benchmark status. The Accord just marked its 40th anniversary, and it shows no sign of resting
on its laurels.”

Toyota Sienna: You may think a minivan is reserved for those with larger families, but for those who
want additional comfort, space and cargo space, it’s a great alternative to an SUV. And the Sienna is
a great choice, as not only does it compete with the Odyssey, Pacifica and Sedona, it’s the only one
that’s available with all-wheel drive. Not only can you fit a family of five, you can also bring along an
extra three people when the need arises. All Sienna models are powered by a 3.5-liter V6 that makes
296 hp and 263 lb/ft of torque that’s good for a towing capacity of up to 3,500 pounds. You’ll find
three-zone automatic climate control and an Entune audio system with 6.1-inch display as standard
equipment but you can also add a dual-view 16.4-inch entertainment center, leather upholstery and a
moonroof.

Car and Driver notes: “It's the Camry of minivans: The updated Sienna appeals to a wide range of
families looking for roomy, comfortable, and high-quality transport—and it succeeds.”

Whatever you decide to buy, head in to your financial institution for the best rates and shop with even
more confidence.
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How to Make Ice Cream in a Zip-Top Bag
Create a sweet ice cream treat in under 10 minutes

Ice cream is the treat everyone screams for, and it can taste even sweeter when made at home. But
not everyone has an ice cream maker on hand, and even if you do, it might be buried in the back of a
cabinet or in the basement.

This one-scoop recipe from Tablespoon.com doesn’t require sacrificing counter space for a
complicated machine or time searching through stuff; it just needs some key ingredients (which are
probably already stocked in your pantry and fridge), a few zip-top bags and a little human power.

Ingredients and supplies for
one-scoop of delicious ice cream 

(increase ingredient amounts
based on number of ice cream
scoops you want to create)

A half cup of Half & Half
One tablespoon sugar
A half teaspoon of vanilla
extract (optional—amps up
the flavor a bit)
Four cups of crushed or
cubed ice
Six tablespoons of salt (any
kind will do—you won’t be
eating the salt)
Two small zip-top bags
One large freezer zip-top
bag
Kitchen or tea towel or
gloves

Directions

Combine the half cup of Half & Half, one tablespoon of sugar and half teaspoon of vanilla extract (if
desired) into one of the small zip-top bags. Remove as much air as you can as you close the bag.
Insert this bag into the second small or similar-sized zip-top bag and seal it up.

Combine six tablespoons of salt with four cups of crushed or cubed ice into the large freezer-size
zip-top bag. Grab the smaller double-zip-topped bag of cream, sugar and vanilla, and put it in the
large freezer-size zip-top bag. Again, try to remove as much air as you can before sealing the large
freezer-size zip-top bag.

To protect your hands from the chill, put on gloves or wrap the zip-top bag with a kitchen or tea towel.
Take the bag in your hands and shake it for approximately five minutes. After five minutes, the
concoction should be thicker; for an even thicker consistency, shake for an additional three minutes.
(Shake time increases based on the size of the ice cream batch you are making).

Free the smaller zip-top bag that now contains your amazing homemade ice cream from the larger
freezer zip-top bag and wipe off any residual salt from the bag of ice cream.

Now it’s time to spoon out your ice cream masterpiece into a bowl; feel free to garnish with your
favorite topping—fudge, butterscotch or caramel sauce, fruit, nuts or chocolate chips—or eat it just as
it is, sweet and simple.

With this basic recipe for making homemade ice cream, you can have ice cream any time you want in
almost no time. To up the flavor factor of future sweet treats, the cooks at Tablespoon.com suggest
adding fruit puree or a spoonful (or two) of fudge or chocolate sauce near the end of the shaking or
substitute cream for the half and half, which will increase both the calorie count and sweetness factor.
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Summer Movies to Look Forward To
Spend the summer at the theater with these upcoming films

If the heat is too much to handle this summer, then head to the nice, air-conditioned movies.
Filmmakers are always trying to produce amazing summer blockbusters, and this year is no different.
Below you’ll find just a few of the best summer movies to look forward to.

Transformers: The Last Knight
(PG-13)

Mark Wahlberg returns for the fifth
installment of the “Transformers”
franchise in “Transformers: The
Last Knight,” which is premiering
on Friday, June 23rd. Following the
absence of Optimus Prime, the
human race has found itself in a
war against the Transformers.
Protagonist Cade Yeager
(Wahlberg) forms an alliance with
familiar Autobot Bumblebee, an
Oxford professor (Laura Haddock)
and an English lord (Anthony
Hopkins) in order to learn why the
Transformers keep returning to
Earth and how they can potentially
stop the continuous fighting.

The House (R)

“Saturday Night Live” alums Will Ferrell and Amy Poehler team up in this comedy about a set of
parents who suddenly realize they don’t have enough money to send their daughter to the college of
her dreams. In a desperate attempt to raise the money in a short time period, they team up with their
neighbor (Jason Mantzoukas) to create an illegal casino in his basement. Expect crude humor and
appearances from other talented individuals like Nick Kroll, Rob Huebel and even Jeremy Renner.
This funny and not-so-kid-friendly film is set to be released on June 30th.

Despicable Me 3 (PG)

Initial trailers for “Despicable Me 3” solely featured former villain turned family man Gru up against an
’80s themed villain named Balthazar Bratt. While Bratt is still the antagonist in the film, newer trailers
have introduced Gru’s successful twin brother Dru. In the sneak peek, Gru and Dru pair up (with the
help of the Minions) for one last criminal heist in order to acquire a diamond that Bratt had stolen.
Hilarious hijinks are sure to occur in this fun summer movie, which premieres on June 30th.

Spider-Man: Homecoming (PG-13)

While there has already been two other versions of Spiderman films (starring Toby Maguire and
Andrew Garfield), “Spider-Man: Homecoming” creators have promised that the new film will go more
in-depth in regards to Peter Parker (Tom Holland) dealing with his super powers in high school. Also
new to this film is a villain named Vulture (Michael Keaton). Other notable appearances include
Zendaya as one of Peter’s classmates and Robert Downey Jr. reprising his role as Iron Man. Head
out to the theater on July 7th to see this new take on Spider-Man.

Dunkirk (PG-13)

There are currently two types of people that are interested in this film—war film enthusiasts and
teenage girls. That may sound odd, but the inclusion of Harry Styles (of pop group One Direction) in
the film has got “Dunkirk” on the radar of a new audience. The film was written by Oscar-nominated
director Christopher Nolan and focuses on a group of Allied soldiers that are surrounded by the
German Army during World War II. Additional talent in the film includes performances from Tom
Hardy, Kenneth Branagh, Cillian Murphy and Mark Rylance. “Dunkirk” is set to premiere on Friday,







July 21st, and will be available in IMAX.

Whether you’re looking for silly cartoons, adult humor or an action-packed story, you’re bound to enjoy
any of these upcoming films this summer.
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Books for Your Kids to Read During Summer Break
Keep your kids learning with these books during summer break 

Summer is a long-anticipated break for most students. Sleeping in, staying up late, outdoor fun,
vacations and adventures make summer the best time of year; for some, the absolute best part about
summer is no school. Books, tests and homework are shelved for a few months, and kids’ only focus is
to have fun.

Yet, all that focus on fun means that a lot of the reading and math skills students worked so hard to
improve during the school year will start to decline, a phenomenon referred to as the summer slide. It
is possible, though, for kids to have an incredibly fun summer and not lose what they’ve learned in
school.  By checking out some of the “Notable Children’s Books” below recommended by the
American Library Association’s Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC), kids will be able to
keep their reading skills sharp during summer break.

Young readers

Preschool through second grade
readers—(up to age 7)—will delight
in discovering frogs of all sizes in
the picture book “Fabulous Frogs”
by Martin Jenkins. “Go, Otto, Go”
by David Milgrim will transport
readers out of this world as they
follow the journey of Otto the robot.
Kids will relate to the difficulty of
getting to sleep in the comedic
story of “Good Night Owl” by Greg
Pizzoli. Even class pets want some
time off from school, and “The
Great Pet Escape” by Victoria
Jamieson will thrill readers with its
tale of adventure.

Middle readers

Readers in grades 3 – 5 or ages 8 – 10 will be captivated by all that Frank and Lucky discover in
“Frank and Lucky Get Schooled” by Newberry Medalist Lynne Rae Perkins. The supernatural tale,
“The Girl Who Drank the Moon” by Kelly Barnhill, is sure to captivate imaginations. Technology and
the natural world collide in the enchanting story of “The Wild Robot” by Peter Brown. Readers can tag
along on a magical adventure in “The Secret Keepers” by Trenton Lee Stewart.

Older readers

Readers in grades 6 – 8 or ages 11 – 14 will be inspired by the incredible accomplishments of the first
African American military pilots depicted in “You Can Fly: The Tuskegee Airmen” by Carole Boston
Weatherford. In the mysterious “The Lie Tree” readers will be transported to Victorian Britain. 
Readers will connect with the emotional struggle of Nick, a 12-year-old coming to grips with his
parent’s divorce in “Booked” by Kwame Alexander. The 2017 Newberry Honor Book “Wolf Hollow” by
Lauren Wolk is a coming-of-age story of a young girl’s courage in the face of bullying.

Finding a great read is a gift, any time of the year. During summer, though, it is an even greater gift
because books will not only entertain young readers and fuel their imaginations, but also help
strengthen their reading skills so they are ready for success in the fall.
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Firework Safety 101
How to celebrate safely with fireworks

Fireworks are a mesmerizing sight in the night sky and twirling sparklers is a highlight for most kids.
The booms, colors and explosion of fireworks are synonymous with summer fun, freedom and
celebration.

But, while these pyrotechnics are designed to delight, they can be very dangerous when handled
improperly or when safety precautions are ignored. Each July 4th, fireworks harm thousands of
people—mostly children and teenagers—and an estimated 18,500 annually reported fires in the U.S.
are the result of fireworks, according to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and
Consumer Product Safety Commission.

To make sure your next fireworks display or experience is a safe one, keep in mind the following
safety tips.

Firework safety tips

According to the American
Pyrotechnics Association (APA), it
is imperative that people who plan
to use fireworks first understand
what is legally allowed in their state
since the rules differ from state to
state, and to remember that even if
a firework is legal, it doesn’t mean
it can’t be harmful.

The APA and the National Council
on Fireworks Safety (NCFS) urge
people to review all instructions
before setting off any fireworks and
to make sure to purchase fireworks
from a reputable, licensed fireworks
dealer.

Never operate fireworks while
under the influence of alcohol or drugs, always wear safety glasses when lighting fireworks and only
light one firework at a time, stresses the APA and NCFS. They also recommend people keep a bucket
of water or water source on hand.

Fireworks should only be ignited away from buildings and cars in an open space, and the
organizations also advise against re-lighting a “dud” firework and instruct people to instead “wait 20
minutes and then soak it in a bucket of water before you discard it.” In fact, all fireworks should be
cooled off in a bucket of water before being disposed in a trash can constructed of metal located far
away from any flammable materials.

Fireworks are not a viable DIY project. The organizations stress against the use or experimentation of
homemade fireworks or the tweaking of purchased fireworks.

Firework safety tips for children

Children should not touch any fireworks, according to the APA and NCFS, and an adult should
supervise any and all handling of fireworks.

According to SafeKids WorldwideTM, sparklers are dangerous and should not be controlled by little
arms since they can heat up to 1,200 degrees. Children should be supervised at all times whenever
fireworks are present.

The experts at SafeKids Worldwide advise families to attend public firework shows instead of
participating in the risky activity of setting fireworks off at home.

Head to the doctor or emergency room immediately if a child is injured by a firework, advises the







experts at SafeKids Worldwide, and to prevent an eye injury from getting worse, parents should
remind their child not to touch it.

Firework safety tips for pets

It’s best to leave the furry members of the family at home if you plan to attend a fireworks display,
according to the NCFS; if you have fireworks at home or fireworks will be set off near your home,
secure Fido or Fifi in an interior room of the house to help minimize sound from the fireworks.

Fireworks are an incredible sight to see and hear, but they must be handled and approached with
caution.
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