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April is Community Banking Month
Where you choose to bank matters

Where you choose to bank matters. 

Your choice of bank is your vote on where your money goes. Are your hard-earned deposits reinvested back into our local
community? Or are they sent off to a banking hub in another state or halfway around the world? [See ICBA’s new Community
Banking: Know the Difference video, which helps break it down.] 

As more consumers realize the benefits of keeping their money local, I encourage you to think about how banking locally right here
in Anne Arundel County can go a long way in helping our local community thrive.

For example, when you deposit funds into a community bank, you can trust that your money is being redistributed back into Anne
Arundel County in the form of loans to fellow residents and entrepreneurs. This cannot be said for megabanks. Who knows where
that money is going or what it’s powering?

As a local community banker and resident myself, I see the positive power of community banking play out every day. At Arundel
Federal Savings Bank , we have the privilege of serving other Anne Arundel County residents and their families by making loans
that help them buy a home, pay for a vehicle, or send a child to college—whatever it is, we’re there and happy to lend a hand. We
also have the honor of serving many of our town’s small businesses through loans to help them get started, grow and succeed.

We’ve also served many of the local farms and agricultural enterprises that have been part of our community for generations. And
we’re working with the next generation of entrepreneurs to help launch their exciting ideas and bring our community into the future.
This is local money at work—a symbiotic relationship between bank and community that makes sense. 

During April, which is Community Banking Month, I encourage you to think about where you bank and how your money has the
power to make a meaningful impact on our community. From local farms to craftsmen to startups, banking locally with a community
bank connects you to your community and your neighbors and gives everyone a stake in its financial success. Here are a few
reasons why: 

Community banks respect the communities we serve by doing right by their customers and community. Community
banks and local communities have symbiotic relationships—one cannot thrive without the other. 
 

Community banks are relationship lenders. They know their customers and understand their financial needs, unlike larger
institutions that take a transaction-based approach to banking.
 

Community banks understand and celebrate local economies. As small businesses themselves, community banks are
an unequivocal resource for entrepreneurs looking to launch a local small business. A study from seven Federal Reserve
Banks found that small businesses that apply for loans with community banks are the most successful and most satisfied. 
 

Community banks give back. Serving local communities is second nature to community banks. At Arundel Federal
Savings Bank, we take pride in making our community stronger through various service projects. 

Making our community better and stronger is something that we all have a stake in. We hope you will join us in continuing to
make Anne Arundel County thrive and prosper for years to come!

Arundel Federal Savings Bank, Member FDIC
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2017 Shred Fest
Protect your Identity at Arundel Federal Savings Bank’s Shred Fest Events

Mark your calendars and start cleaning out those old files of bills, medical records and financial documents and bring them all to an
Arundel Federal Savings Bank Shred Fest Event.  FREE Admission.  FREE Parking.

Arundel Federal's 2016 Shred Fest helped the community fight identity theft by destroying more than sixteen tons of personal
documents. 

Arundel Federal Savings Bank will again be hosting the popular, FREE Shred Fest events from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the following
branches:

Saturday, May 13, 2017 at the Pasadena Branch, 4179 Mountain Road, Pasadena, 21122
Saturday, September 16, 2017 at the Annapolis Branch, 2661 Riva Road, Annapolis 21401

Shred Fest is a free community event enabling people to minimize their risk of becoming a victim of identity theft by disposing of
their unneeded documents in one of the safest ways possible.  "Being a part of the communities we serve is important to all of us at
Arundel Federal and providing this service to help people safeguard their identities is just one of the many ways we can give
back." said Dave Costello, Arundel Federal's President and CEO.

There is a 3 bag/box limit per vehicle, personal papers only (no businesses).  The events will be held rain or shine until the end or
until the truck fills up!
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Surprising Facts About Modern Savings Accounts
What you might not know that could help your bottom line

Savings accounts may seem pretty simple, but there are actually many things about them that consumers don’t know — and that
could be unwittingly costing them money. Here are some facts you may be interested in knowing about modern savings accounts.

1. Promotions can be a great resource

If you don’t yet have a savings account, look for a savings account promotion. Many times, financial institutions will offer up anything
from bonus cash to sports tickets and more as an incentive to open a new account with them.

2. Automatic savings options can save you money

Another type of promotion many financial institutions offer is the
option to set up automatic transfers of money from their
checking to savings accounts. Not only does this seamless
process give the consumer complete control over the amount
and frequency, but some institutions also tack on additional
incentives, such as waived fees.

There are even programs that automatically round your
purchases to the nearest dollar and place the excess change
into a savings account, saving you money little by little when you
aren’t even realizing it!

3. A “money market account” is a savings account

A money market account has the returns of a high-interest
savings account with the easy liquidity of a checking account.

“Offering flexibility similar to a traditional or high-interest savings
account, money market accounts allow savers to make
withdrawals... [up to] six times per month. But instead of having
to withdraw from a teller or ATM, depositors are offered
checkbooks,” Bumpus said.

Again, the minimum deposit to open a money market account is typically higher, but as with a savings account, you will have peace
of mind knowing that your account is flexible.

Also, like savings accounts, money market accounts are federally insured, meaning up to $250,000 will be federally protected at
most financial institutions.

4. You can use your savings as an overdraft account

A Moebs Services study found that overdraft revenue for the second quarter of 2015 grew $1.7 billion over the first quarter of 2015
— and if it grew that much, imagine how much consumers worldwide are paying in overdraft fees.

Rather than having your financial institution cover your checking account overdraft for a fee, set up your savings account so that
funds to cover the amount are automatically pulled from there. There may still be a small fee for this service, but it is smaller than a
paid-item fee would be if you overdraft.

5. High-interest rate savings accounts exist

If you can’t go with an online account option for higher return rates, consider a high-interest-rate savings account. It may take a
larger financial commitment, but the results are worth it.

“Some traditional banks reward customers’ large savings deposits with a considerably higher interest rate than they offer to
customers with smaller balances. However, to get these higher rates, banks sometimes have a series of requirements customers
must meet,” explained Natalie Campisi of GOBankingRates.

Savings accounts are obviously not as cut-and-dry as one may assume, so make sure to research your account and its options with
your financial institution today.
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Your Financial Institution Is Still Your Best Bet
Community financial institutions can’t be beat when it comes to loans

From crowdsourcing to credit cards, there are myriad options to sift through when trying to finance your business. But as the saying
goes, “if it ain’t broke don’t fix it” — and that holds true with business lending. Getting a loan from your local financial institution is
still a top choice for small business owners for a variety of reasons.

A history of being small-business friendly

For many years, community-based financial institutions have
had the reputation of tackling the bulk of the nation’s small
business lending.

“According to Harvard’s Kennedy School, community banks
account for more than half of small business loan volume and
nearly half of commercial real estate lending,” states Evan
Sparks, editor-in-chief of the American Bankers Association
(ABA) Banking Journal. “It’s not an exaggeration to say that the
health of hometown economies depends on having healthy
community banks engaged in robust, properly underwritten
small business loans.”

Simplified chain of command

Giant national banks have complex chains of command that
stretch across the whole country, which can make it more
difficult to figure out exactly who is making the final decision
about your loan. When you work with a community-based
financial institution, you have a greater ability to meet and
speak with the chief decision makers who will determine the fate
of your loan.

Local know-how

Entrepreneurs who are just starting out often seek mentorship from business owners who have experience in their area. In other
words, working with a local financial institution is like working with a local business with in-depth knowledge of the local economy
and the history of area businesses. These financial institutions are primed with knowledge to assess how well your business plan will
function in the local business ecosystem, giving you valuable insight to tweak your business plan and boost your chances of
success.

Cost savings

Because local financial institutions have strict policies for determining who gets loans, they are more inclined to offer small business
owners a deal that can save them money.

“Traditional brick-and-mortar banks are still your best option for borrowing the largest amount of money at the lowest interest rates,”
states Saundra Latham in an article on The Simple Dollar that assesses the best places for small business loans in 2017. “They may
also offer longer repayment terms if you need them.”

Prior relationships pay

Startups that don’t have established business credit histories often must rely on their personal finances and history to prove their
creditworthiness. While any financial institution can take a look at your credit score, you are starting out ahead of the game if you
already have a relationship with your local financial institution, such as from when you obtained your mortgage. If it has experience
working with you on a personal level, that can go a long way toward proving your character — one of the factors that the majority of
lenders take into account.

Keeping your local business funded by a local business just makes sense, as it makes it simple for you to stay in contact with the
key decision-makers, ask any questions you have during the process and find the best rate.
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Investing During Retirement
Smart strategies for retirees

There is more at stake when you are investing during retirement because you no longer have an income that can make up for
potential losses. During your working years, you could make up for investment setbacks by adding extra hours to your work
schedule or postponing retirement. But going back to work is typically not an option for retirees, so caution is needed.

In addition to caution, retirees can often benefit from working with a professional and not undertaking all their investing decisions
themselves, lessening the chance of making a mistake due to inexperience.

While the fees taken by professionals who manage investments
can make it too costly an option for some retirees, fortunately it
isn’t the only way to benefit from the expertise of professionals.

Making your retirement funds last means finding a sustainable
yearly withdrawal rate. Although no two retirees’ situations are
exactly the same — so no guidelines can be taken as
guarantees — there are still a few general guidelines that many
financial experts recommend. One such guideline is to withdraw
4 percent in your first year of retirement, and then adjust that
amount based on inflation thereafter.

“This standard was originally published in a 1994 paper by
William Bengen, who concluded that a 4 percent withdrawal
rate in year one of retirement is safe assuming a 30-year time
period,” reports Forbes contributor Rob Berger in a guide to
investing in retirement published in June 2016. “The 1998 Trinity
Study, so named because its three authors were professors at
Trinity University, confirmed these results.”

Although that advice originated in the 90s (with the Trinity
University study updated in 2011), it is still frequently touted by
industry professionals.

“Such a withdrawal rate is unlikely to deplete your savings over a 30-year retirement,” states Kiplinger Personal Finance
Contributing Editor Kathy Kristof. “All you need to do is review your investments and determine whether your portfolio properly
balances your need for safety, growth and income in a way that will keep you both physically and emotionally comfortable.”

Finding the perfect mix of investments that achieve these goals might take time, particularly as retirees should exercise extra
caution without the added safety net of their working income. If your retirement funds are spread out over many accounts or you
want to drastically change your portfolio right away, you might need a higher degree of professional help than those whose
investments currently meet their financials goals and who only need to ensure they continue to perform.

Arundel Federal Savings Bank • 410.768.7800 • www.arundelfederal.com 

Arundel Federal Savings Bank Monthly Newsletter 







Arundel Federal Savings Bank Monthly Newsletter 

Tips for Making Safe Credit Card Purchases Online
In today’s digital age, you need to be especially careful when making online purchases

With online shopping becoming the norm, people have also become more susceptible to identity theft. It’s imperative that you be
careful and mindful of how you shop online.

A November 2016 article in The Balance by contributor LaToya Irby outlines seven tips for safe online shopping:

Conduct your online shopping only on websites you trust: It may sound obvious, but using your credit card to make
online purchases only on those websites you know and trust could save you from becoming a victim of fraud. Never click on
links provided via email; instead, type the entire URL of the website into your browser to open the site.

1.

Never shop from a public place: Public computers are susceptible to hacker technology, such as software that captures
your keystrokes and retains your personal and credit card information. Additionally, public Wi-Fi is unsecured and, as such,
could redirect your device to a fake internet connection
that an identity thief can monitor and use to intercept
your personal information.

2.

Keep your devices protected from viruses: Always
stay up to date with virus and spyware protection
software, and make sure you are using antivirus
software that is reputable, not the type for which you
receive an ad via email or in a pop-up window.

3.

Check with the BBB first: The Better Business Bureau
marks websites with poor customer service records, so
make sure to check out the credibility of the site in
question using the BBB before making a purchase.

4.

Use credit cards, not debit cards: Credit cards have
better protection services against fraud than debit cards,
so you’re liable for fewer fraudulent charges if they
occur. Additionally, you could lose access to your
account and your funds while the financial institution
sorts out a debit card that has been compromised,
whereas with a credit card the only access that’s affected
is that line of credit.

5.

Make sure the website you use is secured: Always
look for the green lock symbol at the start of your URL
browser, and make sure you type in the website using
“https” to ensure the site is secured to encrypt your information when making online purchases.

6.

Keep track of your purchases with receipts: Just as with in-store purchases, printing a copy of the receipt of your online
transaction will help you track your credit card activity. Use the printed copy to compare against your monthly credit card
statement and watch for fraud.

7.

In a November 2016 article in the Better Business Bureau by APR, CFEE Janet C. Hart recommends checking both your credit card
activity and your bank account activity once a week, rather than waiting for the monthly statement. This ensures you catch
fraudulent activity shortly after it’s occurred instead of finding out weeks later.

Hart also advises that we be wary of phishing scams—emails seemingly from a business claiming an error with your order or your
account and asking you to confirm personal and identifying information. Legitimate businesses do not send these types of emails.

“Beware of ‘GREAT’ deals — if you find a website offering deals that seem too good to be true, they probably are. You may get a
knock-off product, a product that is not the brand you ordered, or you may get nothing at all,” adds Hart.

Lastly, Hart recommends always checking the website’s privacy policy before making purchases online, so you know exactly how
your personal information will be used.
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Monthly Subscription Boxes That Will Enrich Your Life
Five subscription boxes to brighten your day once a month

Surprises and routines are two concepts that rarely ever go together. However, there are some instances where something routine
can also be surprising. Take subscription boxes, for example. Even though you know that these boxes are coming in the mail each
month, you never know what you are going to get inside them.

The popularity of subscription boxes has rapidly grown in the past few years, which means there are plenty to choose from.
However, in a sea of subscription services, the following boxes have unique ways to enrich your life on a monthly basis.

BarkBox

Subscription boxes aren’t just for you; they also exist for your
four-legged friends. One of the most popular subscription
services for pets is BarkBox.

BarkBox packages come with two treats, two unique toys and a
chew. Each month, the packages take on a different theme,
offering up a little variety for your pet supplies. BarkBox even
donates a percentage of proceeds directly to animal rescue
shelters across the country.

BarkBox subscriptions start at $21 a month. If you want to sniff
around for more information, then visit http://barkbox.com.

Once Upon a Book Club

Most of us wish we had the time to sit down and enjoy a nice,
relaxing book. However, even if you do have the time, you
might struggle with motivating yourself to finish a novel. That’s
where Once Upon a Book Club enters the scene.

While there are plenty of book-based subscription boxes, Once
Upon a Book Club is a bit different. Along with a book, the crate
comes loaded with a number of packages filled with special gifts. Each package has a page number printed on it, and readers should
only open the packages once they reach the corresponding page. That way, they can better motivate themselves to reach the end of
the story.

Subscriptions to Once Upon a Book Club cost $34.99 a month, and more information about the service can be found at
https://cratejoy.com/.

STEM Club

It’s important to foster a love of science and math in children from a young age. If they are showing an interest in these subjects,
then you’ll want to help them explore the world around them. One of the best ways to do that is through Amazon’s STEM Club
service.

The STEM Club aims to encourage young children to learn more about science, technology, engineering and math. In order to
facilitate that growth of knowledge, Amazon has set up a series of subscription boxes for young scientists.

The boxes are separated into three categories: children 3-4 years of age, children 5-7 years of age and children 8-13 years of age.
Each box costs $19.99 a month. If you want to explore what kind of products come packaged for each age group, visit
http://amazon.com.

Loot Crate

If you consider yourself to be a big follower of pop culture trends, like the hottest movies or television shows, then there is no better
subscription service for you than Loot Crate. Loot Crate is currently one of the biggest names in the subscription box industry,
thanks to its diverse lineup of themed boxes.

You can choose from a lineup of crates aimed at specific fandoms, or you can opt in for one of Loot Crate’s basic boxes, which
encompass a wide range of different shows, games and movies. Loot Crate subscriptions start at $15.99 a month. You can learn
more about Loot Crate and the different boxes they offer at http://lootcrate.com.

Bocandy

Are you constantly on the lookout for new and unique flavors? Then you might want to consider subscribing to Bocandy. Bocandy is
a subscription service that supplies customers with candy from around the world.

Each monthly box comes packed with five to seven delicious snacks from across the globe—more than enough to satisfy any sweet
tooth. Subscriptions cost $9.99 a month, making it one of the more inexpensive food-based subscription boxes out there. For more
information about Bocandy, visit the Cratejoy website at http://cratejoy.com.

Once you subscribe to these monthly services, you’ll be spending a lot more time waiting around your mailbox in anticipation.
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Accent Wall 101
Tips for creating a proper accent wall that will get people talking

If you have recently moved into a home or have stuck with the same layout for some time, you may feel the impulse with the onset
of spring to liven things up a bit. Whether you are sprucing up a new home or reinvigorating a room that seems to have lost its
luster, accent walls are a great way to draw eyes and start conversations.

If you are not quite sure how to get started, consider the following tips.

Know your colors

To ensure the effectiveness of your accent wall, you need to
have a firm understanding of how colors will work with relation
to how you read a room. As SFGate.com points out, warm
colors—reds, oranges and yellows—have a tendency to pull in
(or “fore-shorten”) walls while cool colors—blues, greens and
purples—tend to create the illusion of elongating a room.

As such, it is imperative to know how to employ these colors to
your advantage. If you have a room that feels as if it is cramped
or narrow, use a cool color to widen or elongate it. If you have a
room that feels to long, use a red accent wall to pull it closer to
the rest of the room. The right shade of paint in the right places
can mean all the difference with your accent wall.

Try wallpaper

Wallpaper is a great way to build a memorable accent wall in
any room, particularly if you know how to use it to your
advantage. RealSimple.com recommends a warm and cheery
wallpaper that “picks up other colors in the room” as your go-to
choice; if for example you are looking to add to a living room
that plays with different blues and yellows, find a wallpaper that
utilizes comparable colors to better bring out those other hues. This effect works particularly well in a room where the walls are white
or some other neutral color.

Similarly, if you are building an accent wall around a fireplace or a bookshelf, you can find a wallpaper that is patterned to look like
brick or reclaimed wood. This allows you to play upon the natural look of a centerpiece in a distinctive manner without having to
shell out for the high cost of using actual brick or wood.

Texture matters

With relation to the idea of playing on a fireplace or piece of furniture, BHG.com recommends playing with pattern and texture to
amplify an accent wall. If you are not married to the idea of having a wall that is completely disparate in color, BHG.com
recommends using vertical pieces of wood painted in the same hue as the wall itself as a means to punctuate a room’s look.
MurphysOilSoap.com notes that overwhelming a room can be one of the biggest mistakes that throws off an accent wall, so
employing this approach allows you to create an accent with more subtlety.

An accent room in your living room, bedroom or kitchen is a great way to create a vibrant atmosphere that is lively and welcoming.
When considering an accent wall, know the room you are working with and use that information to formulate a plan of action.
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7 Signs You’re Doing Laundry All Wrong
Are you making these common laundry mistakes?

It is safe to say that even novice laundry-doers know better than to throw in a red shirt with a load of whites and that most dryers eat
at least one sock per cycle. Plus, parents know the messes generated by their children need extra attention—often stain
fighters—and maybe an extra wash cycle or two.

Yet, despite the years of laundry experience, there are “loads” of ways to make mistakes with this chore. If you’re doing any of the
following, it’s time to change your clothes-cleaning practices.

Ignoring care instructions

The tiny tag with the impossibly tinier writing has a purpose
other than challenging your eyesight. Not all fabrics are created
the same, and thus might require special consideration. Usually,
the instructions are simple, like “wash in cold or “line dry.” To
avoid compromising the quality of your wardrobe, always take
MarthaStewart.com’s advice: read the labels.

Using too much elbow grease

Yes, stains require effort, but the experts at RealSimple.com
caution that being too hard on a stain can make it bigger and
potentially harm the fabric. Instead, they recommend using a
gentle approach to dab rather than rub and work from the
outside of the stain in. To prevent color transfer, always use a
white cloth on the stain.

Running the washer for too long

If you haven’t been trekking through the mud, chances are that
your clothes are dirty, but not abundantly dirty. According to
MarthaStewart.com, a six-minute wash time is adequate for
most clothes—unless, of course, you have been trekking
through the mud.

Putting the soap in before the clothes

With three ingredients—clothes, water and soap—loading the washing machine should be mistake-proof. It is, but only if you do the
filling in the right order. Unless bleach is needed for the load, add clothes, then water and then soap for the best detergent
allotment, suggest the RealSimple.com experts.

Going overboard with the suds

Too much detergent will not rinse out completely. Instead, RealSimple.com recommends cutting your detergent measurement in half
and upping the amount slowly until your clothes are as clean as you want them to be out of the wash cycle. Hard water is the
exception; they note it might actually require more soap than usual and to always defer to the detergent bottle for instructions.

Using the wrong cycle setting

Choosing the right wash cycle to fit the fabric type will result in optimum results. According to MarthaStewart.com, the regular cycle
works for sturdy or heavy cottons and exceptionally soiled clothing; the permanent press cycle works for average loads because it is
gentler on clothes overall; the delicates cycle works best for loosely woven, lightweight, sheer and lacy textiles.

Laying on too much heat

Choosing the correct drying cycle can impact your clothes, too. You can dry clothes on a line or drying rack, but if you prefer using a
higher power option, consider MarthaStewart.com’s guide to drying cycles: electronic or automatic dry lets you pick how dry you want
clothes to be as opposed to the time they spin in the dryer; permanent press reduces wrinkling with its cool-down cycle; air fluff is
perfect for fluffing pillows or freshening clothing because it circulates air but does not add heat.

Doing the laundry will always be a chore, but by keeping these tips in mind you will be able to increase your laundry expertise and
protect your wardrobe from common laundry mishaps.
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How You Can Help Reduce Air Pollution
Help keep the air around you clean by employing these methods to reduce air pollution

In order for our bodies to receive the oxygen that we require to survive, we need to constantly breathe in the air around us. As such,
we definitely want the air we breathe to be clean.

Unfortunately, air pollution is very common around the world. Carbon dioxide and other pollutants have infected our air, making it
much less healthy and pure. However, you don’t have to just stand by while the atmosphere becomes more polluted. In fact, there
are many simple ways that you can help reduce air pollution.

Form a carpool

Unless you have a hybrid or electric vehicle, your car probably
produces a lot of carbon dioxide emissions on your way to
work. Multiply those emissions by the number of people you
work with, and you have a lot of CO2 entering the air.

Since you all work at the same location, you and your
co-workers may want to look into forming a carpool. Not only
will you reduce the amount of carbon dioxide that you produce,
but you will also reduce the amount of money you spend on gas.
Plus, a carpool is a great way for you to get to know your
co-workers better.

Use public transportation

If you happen to live and work in the city, another great means
of getting to your job is through public transportation.
Transportation services like buses, subways and trains are a
reliable way to get to your workplace. They are also a great way
to reduce carbon dioxide emissions. By choosing to take a bus
or a train instead of driving your own car, you help avoid adding
even more air pollution to the city.

Keep tires properly inflated

If you do choose to drive your car to work, consider a few ways to ensure that your vehicle is as efficient as possible. One of the
best ways to increase the fuel efficiency of your vehicle is by keeping its tires properly inflated.

According to the European Environment Agency, the lower your tire pressure is, the more fuel your car will need to move forward.
Keeping your tires properly inflated will reduce the amount of fuel you burn through, saving you money and sparing the air around
you from more pollution.

Dry clothes on a line

Preventing air pollution doesn’t just take place on the road. It can also take place within your own home. Consider how much energy
your dryer uses after you are done washing a full load of laundry. That energy will ultimately result in the production of more air
pollutants.

Instead of constantly using your dryer, consider leaving your clothes out to dry on a clothesline, especially if it is a bright and sunny
day. Allow the natural warmth of the sun to dry your clothes instead of adding pollutants to the natural world.

Plant a tree

Trees help to produce oxygen. They keep the air around us clean. Unfortunately, deforestation and air pollution go hand-in-hand. Air
pollution adds more carbon dioxide into our air, while deforestation destroys the trees necessary to keep our air clean.

In order to fight back against the excess of pollution and deforestation, plant a tree in your backyard. By doing so, you will help
supply the environment with the best tool it can use to keep our air clean and free from pollutants.

Keeping the air clean is something that has to start with each one of us. By reducing air pollution, we will all benefit from a much
healthier world.
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